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PREFACE TO PART I. 

IN the following pages ^ 
the reader is prefented with the outlines of 
the lives of thofe eminent laymen, who have 
diftinguifhed themfelves by their zealous ex- 
ertions in defence of the chriftian religion. 
The account commences foon after the im- 
portant era of the reformation, when there • 
was a general freedom of religious inquiry j . 
and many of the great men, who are the fub- 
jeds of thefe biographical fketches, lived at a 
time when the deifts exerted all the force 
of fophiftry and delufive reafoning, to over- 
turn the facred edifice of revealed religion. 
The narrow limits of this work will not ad- 
mit of giving a particular narration of the 
various incidents of their lives, or a difcrimi- 
nating chataderiftic of their peculiar virtues 
and defefts. The principal objeft is to ex- 
hibit one promiiient trait, by which they 
were diftinguifhed^ namely, their full covic- 
tion of the truth of chriftianity ; notwith- 
ftanding they might differ widely from each 
other ia their view of particular doftrines,^ 
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6 PREFACE TO PART L 

they were all fully agreed in this important 
point. 

Though thefe (ketches are principally de- 
figned to bring into view thofe eminent lay- 
men, who have written in defence of the 
chriftian religion, a number of others are in- ' 
ferted, who have been celebrated for their 
attachment to the caufe of chriftianity, their 
fuperiour abilities, or uncommon benevo- 
lence. A larger number of others might 
doubtlefs be found equally deferving a place 
in this feleftion ; but the brevity of the work^ 
and the difficulty of procuring fuitable mate- 
rials, muft form an apology for this omiffion. 

In order ta prevent any mifreprefentatiori 
of the defign of this compilation, it may be 
proper to inform the reader, that thefe great 
names, and the teftimonies they have given 
of their firm belief of the truth of chriftiani- 
ty, are not adduced to juftify a reliance upon 
human authority, to eftablifli the divinity of 
the chriftian fyftem, but the evidences of re- 
vealed religion are ftill fubmitted to, and 
boldly challenge, tlie llriSeft fcrutiny, by the 
known and eftabliflied rules of right reafon. 

" Unbelievers," fays a celebrated writer, 
" attempt to make profely tes to infidelity, by 
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preffing upon the minds of the unlearned in 
fcripture knowledge, tKe authorities of Vol- 
taire, Bolingbroke, Hume^ and other deifUc- 
al writers, ft is proper that young perfons 
ihould be furnifhed with a ready anfwer to 
the arguments in favour of infidelity, from 
the high literary charafter of thofe who- 
profefs it/* For, befides the ftrong evidence 
for the chriftian religion, there is probably a 
balance in its favour,, from the number of 
great men who have been convinced of its 
truth, after a ferious examination of the fub- 
jeft. 

Whilft genius and learning have often 
been perverted, to ferve the caufe of vice and 
infidelity, it muft afford exalted pleafure to 
every ferious believer in the chriftian relig- 
ion, to fee men of the greateft natural and ac- 
quired abilities, devoting their fuperiour tal- 
ents to the defence of the facred truths re- 
vealed in the fcriptures. T^y may well a- 
dopt the following beautifufllines of Cowper 
on this occafion* ^ 

'' Philofophy baptiz'd 
In the purs fountain of eternal love» 
Has eyes indeed ; and viewing alT (he fees. 
As meant to indicate a God to maoi 
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Gives him the praife and forfeits not her own. 
Learning hath borne fuch fruit in other days 
On all her branches ; piety has found 
Friends in the friends of fcience ; and true pray'f 
Has followed from lips w^et with Caflalian dews. 
Such was thy wifdom, Newton, childlike fage I 
Sagacious reader of the works of God, 
And in his word fagaclous. Such too thiM, 
Milton, whofe genius had angelic wings» 
And fed on manna ! And fuch thine in whom^^ 
Our Britifh theme is gloried with juft caufe, 
Immortal Hale I for deep difcernnfient prais*d, ^ 
And found integrity, not more than fam*d 
For fan6tity of manners undcfil'd.*' 
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PHILIP DE MORNAr. 

Philip de mornay, lord of picAIs 

Marly, an illuftrious French proteftant, was born Novem- 
ber 5, 1549. He was (lefcended from an ancient and noble 
family, which had produced many great and eminent men. 
His father was flrongly attached to the Roman cath- 
olic religion; but his mother was fecretly an hugunot, 
and endeavoured to infpire her fon infenfibly with her 
own opinions. His father died when he was young, and 
his mother, making open profcffion of the proteftant re- 
ligion, fet up a ledure in her houfe ; which, together with 
diligently perufmg the New Teftament, completely con- 
firmed PhiHp in her own religious fentiments. 

His literary education was, in the mean time, conduct- 
ed with the utmoft care ; he had tutors provided for him 
in all languages and fciences ; and the progrefs he made 
was equal to what might have been expedted from hit 
uaoommon abilities and application. 
B 



14 EXCELLENCE OF THE 

His zeal for the proteftant religion expofed him to ma- 
ny dangers : both he and his mother very narrowly ef- 
caped the maffacre at Paris. 

In 1567, Du Pleflis was obliged to retire from Paris, 
where he was purfuing his dudies, on account of the re- 
vival of the civil war. He foon after took up arms, and 
ferved nearly two campaigns ; but having the misfortune 
to break one of his arms, he, for fome time, quitted the 
army, and fet out to viiit foreign countries. In the 
courfe of his travels, he lludied the civil law at Heidelberg 
in Germany, and Padua in Italy. Though he was young, 
when he left his native country, he was affiduoufly engag- 
ed in acquiring ufeful knowledge. For this purpofe, he 
examined every thing that was curious in mod places ; 
and, that nothing might efcape him, attentively perufed 
the hiftory of every town and province, through which 
he travelled. Nor was he attentive to their antiquities 
alone, but remarked whatever was worth* notice in the 
manners, cuftoms, and conftitutions of each. 

In 1575, he married ; and publifhed the fame year a 
treatife " Concerning Life and Death ;" fof though he 
was often employed in civil affairs, and oftener folicited 
to engage in them, yet he was ever (Irongly attached to 
fludy and retirement. 

In 1576, Du Pleflis was wounded and made a prifon- 
er ; but foon obtaining his liberty, he went to the court 
of the king of Navarre, afterwards Henry IV. of France, 
who received him very gracioufly ; fent him his ambaffa- 
dour to Queen Elizabeth ; made him one of his council ; 
and upon all occafions paid the greateft deference to his 
iuc1o[ment. He, on his part, rendered the king important 
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fcrrices ; and in 1590, wag made his counfellor of flatc, 
having been prcvioufly invefted with the govcrament of 
Saumur. After the king abjured the proteftant religion, 
he reproached his apoftacy, withdrew himfelf gradually 
from court, and devoted his time to literary purfuits. 

In 1578, he publifhed a trcatife ** Concerning the 
Church," in which he explained the motives, which induc- 
ed him to renounce the Roman catholic and embrace 
the proteftant rehgion. In 1579, he began his cele- 
brated book, upon " The Truth of the Chriflian Relig- 
ion 5" but he was feized with an illnefs, which prevented 
his completing the work as foon as he intended. In 
1596, he publifhed a work, entitled, " The Juft Procedure 
of thofe of the Reformed Religion ;'* in whicih he vin- 
dicates the proteftants from being criminal in regard to 
the prevailing diffentions 5 and imputes the blame to thofc 
who denied them that liberty, which they had merited by 
their eminent fervices. In 1595, he publifhed his treatife 
upon " The Eucharifl ;" which occafioned the conference 
at Fontainbleau, in 1600, between Du Perron, then bifh- 
op Evreux, afterwards cardinal, and Du Plelfis ; and raif- 
ed his reputation and credit among the proteftants to fo 
prodigious an height, that he was called by many, " The 
Proteftant Pope." In 1607, he publifhed a work, enti- 
tled, " The Myftery of Iniquity, or the Hiftory of the 
Papacy," which was written, as moft of his other works 
were, firft in French, and then tranflated into Latin. In 
this performance he fhews by what gradual progreflions 
the popes have rifen to that ecclefiaftical tyranny, which 
was foretold by the apoftles, and what oppofition from 
time to time, all nations have given them. About thit 
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time alfo, he publifhed, " An Exhortation to the j£W» 
Concerning the Mefliah." 

The capital work, however, by which Du Pleffis diftin- 
guifhed himfelf, is his " Defenceof the Truth of the Chrif- 
tian Religion," in which he employs the weapons of reafon 
and learning with great force and lliill againft atheifts, epi- 
cureans, heathens, Jews, mahometans, and other infidels^ 
as he tells us in the title. The book was dedicated to- 
Henry IV. and tranflated by himfelf into Latin. " A* 
a Frenchman, fays he in his preface, I have endeavoured 
to ferve my own country firft ; and as a chriftian, the 
wniverfal church of Chrift next." 

In 1 62 1, when Lewis XHL made war upon the prot* 
eflants, he took the government of Saumur from Du Plef- 
fis, upon which he retired to his barony of La Foreft in 
Poiflou, and there fpent the remainder of his life. 

During his lad ilhiefs, being reminded of his fervicet 
to the church, he replied, *' Alas, what was there of 
mine in the work, fay not it is I, but the grace of God 
which was in me." ** 1 aflv for nothing," laid he, ** but 
fr.e mercy." 

In the morning of the day on which he died, he repeat- 
ed tliefe words of the apoftle with great emphafis. " Wc 
know that if our earthly houfe of this tabernacle be dif- 
folved, we have a building with God, a houfe not made 
with hands." After which, being aflved, if he was not 
afTured of (haring in that eternal weight of glory fpokcn 
of by the apodle ; he anfwered, " He was perfc6lly af- 
fured of it, and was fo by the demonftration of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, more powerful, more clear and certain, than 
any demondration of Euclid." 



CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 17 

Thus in the lively exercife of faith this great man ex- 
pired, in 1623. 

General Biographical Dlfflonary, Fol XL — Hlflorlt^ 
Defence of Experimental Religion, Vol. IL 



SIR PHILIP SIDNET. 

Philip Sidney, a celebrated Englifh gentlemaa, 
was born in the year 1554. When very young he was 
fent to Chrift Church in Oxford, where he continued till 
he was feventeen, and then was fent to travel, in order to 
complete his education. He was at Paris in 1572, whea 
the horrid maflacre of the hugunots commenced, and 
narrowly efcaped by taking refuge in the houfe of the 
Englifh ambalTadour. 

Soon after his return to his native country, he was ap- 
pointed ambaffadour to Vienna, and obtained fuch a dif- 
tinguifhed reputation in foreign countries, that he was 
named a candidate for the eledive crown of Poland. 
But Queen Elizabeth refufed to part with a fubjed, whom 
file confidered one of the principal ornaments of her court. 

In 1582, he was knighted by her majefty. In 1585, he 
defigned an expedition with Sir Francis Drake into 
America, but was reftrained by the queen, and made 
governour of Flufhing, and general of the horfe (Flufhing 
being about that time delivered to her majefty as one of 
the cautionary towns.) In both thefe pofts his condudl 
was eminently diftinguifhed for valodr and prudence. 

The glory of Sir Philip Sidney, though fplendid, was 
kowever but (hort lived. In 1586, in an engagement 
3z 
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With the Spaniards before Zutphen, he received a mortal 
wound. His magnanimity difplayed itfelf on this try- 
ing Gccaiion. A foldier at the point of death chanced to 
lie near him, when flretched on the field of battle, nearly 
expiring and mangled with wounds, a bottle of water was 
brought to him to relieve his thirft ; "This man's neceffity,*' 
faid he, refigning to the dying foldier the water, " is dill 
greater than mine/' After he had aflifted his fellow fuf- 
ferer, he was conveyed to Arnheim, where the principal 
furgeons of the camp attended him. 

Sir Philip found all the attempts, which the furgeons 
were able to make for his recovery ineffedual ; and ex- 
hibited the mod heroic fortitude and refignation. He 
furvived almoft a month, which time he diligently employ- 
ed in preparing for his approaching diflblution. After 
requeuing the prefence of a number of excellent clergy, 
men of different religious denominations, he made a flrik- 
ing confeflion of his unfhaken belief in, and fincerc love 
of, the chriftian religion. Then calling for his will, and 
fettling his temporal affairs, he took an affefting leave of 
his brother with thefe admonifhing words, " My much 
loved and honoured brother, love my memory, and cherifb 
my friends, whofe faithfulnefs to me may recommend them 
to you ; but above all govern your will and affe^lions by 
the will and word of your Creator. In me behold the 
end of the world and all its vanities.'* He expired the 
i6th of Oftober, 1586. 

After his deceafe, his body was conveyed to England, 
and magnificently depofited in St. Paul's CathedraL 
The king of Scotland celebrated his memory in a copy of 
Latin verfes ; and the Englifh univerfities poured fortb 
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their eulogiums on the fame mournful occafion. Lord 
Brooke valued his fricndfhip fo highly, that he ftyles him- 
felf on his tomb, " The Friend of Sir Philip Sidney." 
Genius, talents, elegant erudition, heroic valour, un- 
blemifhed morals, and a fupreme regard for religion, 
combined to render him the boaft and ornament of his 
times. 

His " Arcadia" is the moft celebrated of his works 5 it 
was printed iirft in 1615, and has been tranflated into a 
variety of languages. 

Cibber'*s Lives of the Poetic Vol. /. — Femah 
Biography^ Vol IV. 



FRjiNCIS BAODN. 

Francis Bacon was the fon of Sir Nicholas Bacon, 
lord keeper of the great feal in the reign of Elizabeth, 
and was bom in the year 1561. His mother was Anna^ 
daughter of Sir Anthony Cooke, a lady illuftrious for 
her claffical attainments and domeftic virtues. 

He made fuch rapid advances in clalEcal learning, that 
he was judged qualified for the univerfity at twelve years 
of age ; and entered at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
where he made fuch incredible progrefs in his ftudies, 
that before the age of fixteen he had run through the 
whole circle of liberal arts, as then taught, and even at 
this early period, he began to perceive the futilities and 
impcrfcdlions in the reigning philofophy, which for thr 
fervice of mankind he afterwards fu effedually expofc 
and exploded. 
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Leaving the univerfity with the higheft applaufc, he 
was fent on his travels, and before his return, he acquired 
a deep and almoft intuitive knowledge of the manners and 
cuiloms of other countries, and the charaders and views 
of their princes and miniflers, which he exemplifkd in a 
paper on the general flate of Europe, pubHfhed before he 
attained his nineteenth year. 

During the reign of Elizabeth, the enmity of Sir 
Robert Cecil prevented him from being advanced at 
court ; hence he profecuted his philofophical ftudies vnth 
energy ; and publifhed a number of learned works. 

In the reign of James I. his promotions were rapid. 
In 1614, he was appointed attorney general ; and in 
16169 was raifed to the dignity of privy counfellor, and 
in 1 61 7, he was appointed lord keeper of the feals. 

Soon after Sir Francis Bacon had attained the fummit 
of his wifhes, he was hurled from his (tation with the loft 
of his honour and the impeachment of his honefly. He 
was charged with bribery and corruption in quality of 
chief judge. His charaAer is differently reprefented by 
Tarious authors. However, the candid fuppofe that, he 
fell a martyr rather to his want of prudence, than want 
of integrity. The authors of the Biographia Britanica 
obferve, that ** the faults in his charadler prove no more> 
than that even the greateft men have their weaknefles, 
and that the corruptions of courts are capable of tainting 
the noblefl minds." His principal fault appears to have 
been, too great indulgence to his fervants, who made fuch 
a corrupt ufe of it, that it ftripped him of all the riches and 
honours, which were beftowed upon him, as the juft re- 
ward of his eminent fervices^ and diflinguiflied merit.^ 
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Lord Bacon retired, after a (hort imprifonment, from 
the entanglement of an adive life, to wliich he had been 
called, much againft his genius, to the fhade of a contem- 
plative one, which he had always loved. Whilft he was 
profecuting fome difcoveries in experimental philofophy 
near Aighgate, he was fuddenly taken ill, and being car- 
ried to the earl of Arundel's houfe in the vicinity, afcer a 
week's illnefs,he breathed hislaft on the 9th of April, 1 626. 
Towards the latter part of his life he declared, " that 
the firft principle of right reafon is religion, and he feri- 
oufly profeffed, that after all his ftudies and inquiries, he 
durft not die with any other thoughts than thofe of the 

^chriftian religion.*' 

Hr This author has remarked, in feveral parts of his worksy 
** that a thorough infight into philofophy makes a good 
believer, and that a fmattering in it naturally produces 
fuch a race of defpicable infidels, as the little profligate 
writers of the prefent age, whom, (I muft confcfs) I have 
always accufed co myfelf, not fo much for their want of 
faith, as their want of learning." 

" I had rather, fays he, believe all the fables in the Le- 
gend, and the Talmud, and the Alcoran, than that this 
univerfal frame is without a mind 5 and therefore God 
never wrougi.t a miracle to convert an atheift, becaufe his 
ordinary works confute it ; it is true a little philofophy 
inclineth men to atheifm, but depth in philofophy bring- 
etli their minds to religion ; for whilft the mind of man 
looketh on fecond caufes fcattered, it muft fometimes reft 
in them, but when it beholdeth the chain of them confed- 
erated and linked together, it muft needs ily to Provi- 
dence and Deiiy." 
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Mr. Addifon, in one of the Tattlers, in which he vin- " 
dicates the chriftian religion, by (hewing that the wifeft 
men in all ages, have profeiTed themfelves believers in it^ 
fpeaks of Bacon thus, " I (hall in this paper only in- 
ftancc Sir Francis Bacon, a man, who, for the greatnefs of 
his genius and compafs of knowledge, did honour to hid 
age and country, I could almoft fay to human nature it- 
felf. He po(reffed at once all thofe extraordinary talents, 
which were divided among the great authors of antiquity ; 
he had the found diftinft knowledge of Ariftotle, with 
all the beautiful light graces and embelh(hment8 of Cice- 
^ ro : one does not know which to admire mofl in, his 
writings ; the (Irength of reafon, force of ftyle, or bright* ^ 
nefs of imagination. I was infinitely pleafed to (ind a»^^P 
mong the works of this extraordinary man, a prayer of 
his own compo(ing ; which, for elevation of thought and 
piety of expre(Son, feems rather the devotion of an angel 
than a man." 

Btograpbta BrUanlca^ Vol L — Tattler^ Vol IV. 
No. 257. 



HUGO GROTIUS. 

Hugo Grotius, an eminent civilian, was defcended 
from a family of the grealeft diftinAion in the Low 
Countries. His father was burgomafter of Delf, and cu- 
rator of the univerfity of Leyden. He was bom at Delf, 
April loth, 1583. His early progrefs in literature was 
uncgmmonly rapid. Nature had beftowed on him a pro- 
found genius, a folid judgment, and tenacious memory 5 
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and thefc extraordinary endowments had all the advanta^ 
ges that educatioH could give them. He was fo happy, 
as to pofTefs in his father, a pious» and an ahle govemour, 
who formed his mind and his morals. Before he com- 
pleted his twelfth year, he was fent to Leyden under the 
celebrated Francis Junius. He continued three years at 
the univerfity, where the famous Jofeph Scaliger was fo 
ftruck with his prodigious capacity, that he condefcended 
to dire&. his ftudies $ in 1597, he maintained public the- 
fes in the mathematics, philofophy, and law, with the high- 
<il applaufe. 

In 1598, he accompanied the Dutch ambaifador into 
France, and was honoured with feveral marks of efteem 
from Henry IV. Having chofen the law for his profef- 
iion, he took his degree of dodlor of laws in that king- 
dom ; and upon his return, he attended the law courts, 
and pleaded his firft courfe at Delf with univerfal ap- 
plaufe, though he was fcarcely feventeen ; and he maintain- 
ed the fame reputation as long as he continued at the bar. 

This employment however did not engrofs his whole 
time ; but he found leifure to pubHfh feveral valuable 
works, which exhibit proofs of his general learning, at 
well as his great knowledge of abftraft fciences. 

In the midft of thefe profound ftudies this prodigy of 
a young man found time to cultivate the mufes. He 
was but eight years old, when he wrote fon^e elegiac verf- 
cs, which were then thought very pretty ; he alfo pub- 
lifhed three tragedies, which raifed his reputation fo high, 
that he was'efteemed one of the beft poets in Europe. 

In 1603, ^^^ glory, which the United Provinces had 
obtained by their illuftrious defence agamft. lYit ^YisAfc 
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gether with a gold chain, as a teftimony of his efteem 
for his great literary abilities. 

In the year 1625, while he refided in France, he pub- 
li/hed his «* Treatife of the Rights of Peace and War." 
The prodigious fuccefs of this Anions book raifed hia 
literary reputation to the higheft pitch. 

After remaining a confiderable time in France, his 
heart was bent upon returning to Holland ; but, his en- 
emies renewing their perfecution, he went to Hamburg. 
While he remained in that place, fome advantageous pro- 
pofals were made him from Spain, Poland, the duke of 
Holllein, and feveral other princes, but he cherifhed the 
hope of a reconciliation with his native country. 

In 1635, Queen Chriftiana of Sweden made him her 
eounfellor, and fent him ambaffadour into France. After 
having difcharged the duties of this office for feveral 
years, he requeued the queen to grant him a difmiffion^ 
which he with difficulty obtained. The queen made 
him a large prefent in money and plate, granted him a 
pafTport, and fumifhed him with a veffel, on board which 
he embarked for Lubeck. 

The vefTel had fcarce failed, when a violent ftorm a- 
rofe, which obliged the paffengers, three days after their 
departure, to put in on the coafl of Pomerania. Grotius- 
then fet out in Sin open waggon for Lubeck, and arrived 
at Roftock, having travelled upwards of fixty miles 
through wind atid rain ; being very ill, he fent for a phy- 
fician, who pronounced his cafe very dangerous. He 
next fent for Quiftorpius, the minifter of the town, who 
gave the following account of his laft woments, in a letter 
to a friend. « You arc defirous of hearing how that 
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phoenk of literature, Hugo Grotius, behaved in his laft 
moments. I am going to inform you : he fent for me a- 
bout nine at night, I went, and found him at the point 
of death. I faid, there was nothing I defired more, than 
to have feen him in health ; he anfwered, God hath or* 
dered it otherwife : I defired him to prepare himfelf for 
a happier life ; and happening to mention the publican, 
who acknowledged hhnfelf a finner, and afked God's 
mercy; he anfmered, I am that fmbl'tcan, I went on, and 
told him, that he muil have recourfe to Jefus Chrift ; he 
replied, / place my hope folely in the merits of Chrift, I 
began to repeat in German a prayer addreifed to Jefus 
the mediator ; he followed me in a very low voice, with 
his hands clafped. Soon after, he expired/' 

Thus died this extraordinary perfon, Auguft 28, 1645. 
His remains were carried to Delf, and depofited in the 
tomb of his anceftors* 

Notwithftanding the various en\baflie8 in which Gro- 
tius was employed, he formed a proje£l of uniting all the 
religious denominations in Chriftendom. Amidfl all the 
bufy and perplexing fcenes of his life, he found time af- 
fiduoufly to ftudy the Sacred Scriptures. They were hit 
cdnfolation in pnfon, and he always devoted a part of the 
day to their perufal. He publifhed a « Commentary on 
the Old and New Teftaments ;" and alfo a celebrated 
« Treatife on the Tmth of the Chriftian Religion.'' 
This work was received with univerfal applaufe ; it was 
written in the Dutch language ; and tranflated by Gro- 
tius into Latin. It was tranflated by others into French^ 
German, EngHih, and even Greek. The Roman catho- 
lic mpixks tranflated it into Perfian^ in order to make u& 
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of it in converting the mahometans. It was alfo tranftit« 
cd into the Turkifh, Chinefc, Flemifh, Daniih, and in the 
language of Malacca. 

To one who admired his great induftry, Grotius re- 
turned this anfwer, " Ah ! I have confumed much of my 
life in laborioufly doing nothing." And to another* 
who enquired of his learning and wifdom what courfe t# 
take, he folemnly anfwered, ** Befertous** 

Life of Grotius. — Biographical Dl^onary, 
Vol FIL—Bayh's Hiflorical Diaionary. 



BLAISE PASCAL, 

Blaise Pascal, one of the greateft geniufes, and beft 
writers France has produced, was bom inClertnont, Averg- 
ne, 1623. His father, a learned man and able mathe- 
matician, quitted his office of prefident of the courts of 
aids in his province, and fettled at Paris, that he might 
be entirely at leifure for the inftruftion of his fon, who 
never had any other preceptor. From his infancy, he ex- 
hibited proofs of a very extraordinary capacity ; for he 
delired to know the reafon of every thing, and when good 
reafons were not given him he would feek for better, nor 
would he ever yield his affent, but upon fuch as appeared 
to him well founded. There was reafon to fear, from his 
peculiar turn .of mind, that he would fall into fcepticifm ; 
but he always confined his curiofity to things natural. 
For his maxim was, ** That every thing, which is the ob'- 
jcA of faith cannot be the objeA of reafon, and much lefs 
fttbje& to it.*' Hence he never was moved with the dif« 
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•dnrfes of free thinkers, who, he faid, << were a fort of 
people who knew not the nature of faith, but were pofTeiT* 
ed with this falfe principle, that human reafon was above 
all things." 

The accounts which are given of his learning the math-* 
ematics, as well as the progrefs he early made in the 
fciences, appear almoft miraculous. His father, perceiv* 
ing in him an extraordinary inclination to reafoning, was 
apprehenfive that the knowledge of the mathematics 
would retard his learning the languages. He kept him 
therefore as much as poflible from the ftudy of geometry j 
and locked up all his books of that kind. He could not 
however make his fon forbear muiing upon proportions > ^ 
and one day furprized him at work, with charcoal upon 
his chamber floor, and in the midft of figures. He aiked 
him what he was doing. I am fearching, fays Pafcal, for 
fuch a thing, which was juft the thirty fecond propofition 
of the firft book of Euclid. He had, from henceforth^ 
full liberty to indulge his genius in mathematical purfuits. 
He wrote a treatife of conic fed^ions, at fixteen years o£ 
age ; which was accounted by the moil learned a mighty 
effort of genius. At the age of nineteen, he invented an 
admirable arithmetical machine, which was highly cele- 
brated : and at twenty five, having fecn the *Temicelliai» 
cube, he invented and tried many novel and ftrange ex* 
periments. 

This great man was alfo a profound reafoner-; and w 
fublime and elegant writer. In company, he was diftin- 
guifhed by his eafy, agreeable, and inflrudUve manner or 

* So called from Temicelli, an illuftrious mathematician, and MIk' 
itlbphev of Italy, wbo was^born in 160$.- 
Cz 
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eonverfingy and by hb great modefty. He pofiefied a 
natural eloquence^ which was almoft irreiiftible. 

After he had laboured abundantly in mathematical and 
philofophical difquifitionsy he entirely forfook thofe 
ftudies, and all human learning, at once ; and determined 
to know nothing for tl^e future, but Jefus Chrift, and him 
crucified. He was not twenty four years of age, when 
the reading of fome pious books induced him to form this 
refolution : and he became as great a devotee, as any age 
has produced. His piety however was tindured with 
fuperftition ; and his philofophy coniifted in renouncing 
all pleafure, and every fuperfluity. The whole regula- 
tion of his hfe was founded upon his ftri£i adherence to 
thefe rules. 

Pafcal's charity to the poor was remarkably extenfive ; 
for he faid Jefus Chrift would judge the world upon the 
performance or neglc6t of charity ; hence he gave alms 
4Dften even out of his own neceflary fubfiftence. 

He faid, " the Holy Scripture was only intelligible to 
thofe who pofTefTed reftitude of heart ;" and he applied 
himfelf fo attentively to the perufal of the facred pages, 
that he knew all the Bible by heart. 

The celebrated Bayle calls Pafcal a " paradox in the 
human fpecies ; and afferts, that an hundred volumes of 
lermons, are not of fo much avail as a fimple account of 
his life. His humility and devotion, fays he, " mortified 
the libertines more, than if they had been attacked by a 
dozen miffionaries ; for they cannot now tell us, that none 
but fmall geniufes have any piety." 

Though this great man had in a manner abftradcd 
himfelf from the world, he could not forbear paying fojnc 
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attention to what was tranfa£ting on the bufy ftage of 
fife ; and he even interefted himfcif in the conteft between 
the jcfuits and janfenifts. By his « Proyincial LetterB,'^ 
pubhihed in 1656^ be makes the principles of the former 
the fttbje^ of his ridicule. Thefe letters have been con«> 
fidered as the models of wit and eloquencei and tranflated 
into various languages. 

Animated With zeal for the ^ufe of chriftianity, Pafcal 
began a work againil atheifts and infidelsi but did not 
live to digeft the materials he had colleded. Soon after 
he had fketched out the plan of his intended publication^ 
he fell into a languifhing diftemper, which continued dur» 
ing the four laft years of his life ; and though it did not 
entirely confine him, rendered him incapable of applying 
to bufinefs of any kind : and it became the anxious office 
of his friends, to keep him from writing or converting on 
any fubj efts, which required mental energy, and intenfe 
application. What was found on this fubjeft among his 
papers, was publiflied under the title of " Thoughts on 
Religion." 

This eminently pious man, towards the clofe of his life, 
employed himfelf wholly in religious and moral refle6lions9 
fome of which he committed to writing. He declared in 
his illncfs, that " if he recovered, he was determined to 
have no other occupation, or employment, except what 
fhould be for the fervice of the poor, during the remainder 
of his life.'' He alfo furprized and edified his attendants 
by his admirable patience and refignation : during his 
moft painful hours he would often fay, << ficknefs is the 
natural ftate of a chriftian. They ought always to be 
free froni ambition and avarice 5 and in continual eiK.^^^ 
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tion of death ; and is it not a great happinefs to be bj 
neceifity in that flate we ought to be in ; and to have 
nothing elfe to do^ but humbly and patiently to fubmit 
to it ? For this reafon, all I aik is to befeech God to grant 
me this favour.'* In one of the prayers, compofed near 
the clofe of hia life, he fays, " I pray not that thou wouideft 
give me either health, or ficknefs, life or death, but that 
thou wouldeil difpofe of my health, my iicknefs, my life, 
and my death, for thy glory, and for my own eternal wel- 
fare. Thou alone knoweft what is expedient for me ; 
thou art my fovereign mafter and Lord : guide and gOT- 
cm me at thy pleafure.'* 

Pafcal died at Paris in 1662, aged thirty nine years^ 
See Life of Pafcal in two volumes^ wrUtem 
by Madam Perier hisjtfler* 



JOHN S ELD EN. 
John Seldek, an Englifh gentleman of moil exteniivt 
knowledge and prodigious learning, was defcended from 
a good family, and bom in Salvinton in Sufiex, in 15 84* 
He was educated at the free fchool in Chichefter ; and 
at fixteen, fent to Hart Hall in Oxford, where he con- 
tinued about three years. Then he entered him£elf of 
Clifford's Inn, X^ondon, in order to fhidy the law ; and 
about two years after removed to the Inner Temple,, 
where he foon acquired a vaft reputation, for his abilities 
and learning. H« was a great philologift, antiquary, 
herald, and linguift ; and his reputation was fo great, not 
enly at home, but in foreign countries, tlnat he adhially: 
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became^ what he was afterwards ufually ftyled, " the great 
didator of learning to the Englifh nation." 

In 1 62 1, King James being difpleafed with the parlia- 
ment, and having imprifoned feveral members, whom he 
fufpe6ted of oppofmg his meafures, ordered Seldcn like- 
wife to be committed to the cuftody of the iheriff of Lon- 
don ; for though he was not then a member of the houOe 
of commons, yet he had been fent for and confulted by 
them, and had given his opinion very ftrongly in favour 
of their privileges, in oppofition to the court. However, 
by the intereft of Andrews, bifliop of Wincheller, he 
was fet at liberty in five weeks. He then returned to 
his itudies, and wrote and publifhed feveral learned 
works. 

This great man was chofen member of the houfe of 
commons in 1623, and continued for. feveral years. He 
was repeatedly imprifoned for oppofing the court party | 
yet thofe various itnprifonments and tumults gave no in- 
terruption to his ftudies. 

In 1643, ^^ ^^^ appointed one of the lay members to 
fit in the affembly of divines in Weftminfter, and fre- 
quently perplexed thofe divines with his vaft learning. 

Selden was fkilled in all laws, human and divine ; yet he 
feldom or ever appeared at the bar, but fome times gave 
counfel in his chamber. His attachment to his books, 
together with his great love of eafe, made him indifiFerent, 
if not averfc, to poils and preferments. 

In 1654, his health began to decline ; and he died, 
November 30th, that year. He was buried in the temple 
church, where a monument was ere£ied to him ; and 
Archbifhop Uflier preached his fuaeral fcnaou« H^ ^^& 
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a moft valuable and curious library to his executiDrs, whick 
they gave to the univerfity of Oxford. 

This celebrated writer, on his death bed, fent for Arch- 
bifhop Ufher, and in the courfe of a moft ferious and af« 
feding converfation affured him, that " he had accurately 
furvcyed almoft every part of literature and fcicnce, that 
was held in the higheft eftimation by the fons of men ; 
that he had a ftudy filled with the moft valuable books 
and manufcripts in the world, and yet that, at that time^ 
he could not recolleft one fingle paflage, out of any book 
in this large colle£lion, upon which he could reft his foul^ 
or from which he could derive one ray of confolation, ex- 
cept fome he had met with in the Holy Scriptures ; and 
that the pafTage which made the deepeft impreilion on hit 
mind was, Titus ii. i r, i2. Tor the grace of God that 
bringeth falvation, hath appeared to all men ; teaching 
us, that denying ungodlinefs and worldly lulls, we fhould 
live foberly, righteoufly and godly in this prefent world ; 
Jooking for the blefied hope and glorious appearing of 
the great God, and of our faviour Jefus Chrift ; who 
gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and purify to himfelf a peculiar people zealous of 
good works.*' 

The earl of Clarenden, Sdden's intimate friend, gives 
the following teftimony in his favour. " Mr. Selden was 
a perfon,*' fays he, ** whom no charafter can flatter, or 
tranfmit in any expreilions equal to his merit and virtue. 
He was of fuch ilupendous learning, in all kinds and in all 
hnguages, as may appear from his excellent and tranfcend- 
cnt writings, that a man would have thought he had bee* 
iOtirely converfant among books, and had oqver fpent am 
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hour but in reading or writing ; yet his humanityy courte* 
fyf and aiFability were fuchy that he would have been 
thought to have been bred in the beil court8> but that his 
good nature, charity and delight in doing good, and in 
communicating all he knew, exceeded that breeding. If 
he had fome infirmities with other men, they were weighed 
do¥vn with wonderful and prodigious abilities and excel- 
lencies in the other fcale." 

His works were publi/hed by Dr* David Wiikins, and 
printed at London in three volumes folio, but generally 
bound in fix, 1726. 

Biographical Diffionary^ VoU XIIL^^Powtr 
of ReUgion.'^Briti/b PlutarcL 



JOHN WINTHROP, JSssi. 

Among the many eminent laymen, who have immortal- 
ized their names by their zealous exertions in the caufe 
of religion, a number of the Br& fettlers of New England 
hold a ^ftinguifhed rank. The following exccellent men 
are feleAed from a colle6lion of worthies, who quitted 
England that they might worihip God agreeably to the 
di^tes of their confciences. 

John Winthrop, Efq. firft governour of Maffachu- 
fetts, was defcended from a family remarkable for its at- 
ta<;hment to the reformed religion, from the earlieft period 
of the reformation. He was born at Groton, in Suffolk, 
June 12, 1587, He was bred to the law, though he nad 
a very ftrong inclination to theological ftudies. At the 
age of eighteen he was made a juftice of tilt ^t^.^^^ ^xA. 
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bis virtues became confpicuous. He was exemplaryi in 
his pro£ef&o% as an upright and impartial magiilratey andt 
in his private character, as a chriftian. He had wifdom to 
difcern, and fortitudie to do right in the execution of his 
office ; andy as a gentleman, was remarkable for Hberality 
and hofpitality. Thefe qualities rendered him dear to 
men of fobriety and religion, and fitted him to engage ia 
the great and difficult work of founding a colony. 

When the defign of fettling a colony in New England 
was by fome eminent perfons undertaken, this gentleman 
was, by the confent of all, chofen for their leader/ Hav- 
ing converted a fine eftate of fix or feven hundred pounds 
fterling per annum into money, he embarked for New 
England in the forty third year of his age, and arrived at 
Salem with the Maffachufetts charter June 12, 1630. 

He was chofen governour in 1631, and continued the 
three following years, by annual eledion, at the head of 
the government, for which offiice he was eminently quali- 
fied, and in which he fhone with a luftre, which would 
have done him honour in a larger fphere, and more ele- 
vated fituation. He was the father, as well as governour, 
' of an infant plantarion. His time, his ftudy, his exer- 
tions, his influence, and his interefk, were all employed in 
the public fervice. His wifdom, patience, and magna- 
nimity, were exhibited in the mofl fevere trials, and his 
exemplary behaviour as a chriftian added a fplendour to 
all his other qualifications. 

He was an example to the people of that frugality^ 

decency, and temperance, which were necefTary in their 

Ij. circumflances, and even denied himfelf many of the ele- 

■ gancies and fuperfiuities of life, which his rank and for- 
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tane gave him a juft title to enjoy, both that he might 
fet them a proper example, and be the better enabled to 
' cxercife that liberality, in which he dehghted. 

In the adminiftration of juftice, he was for tempering 
the feverity of law with the exercifc of mercy. He judg- 
ed that, in an infant plantation, juftice (hould be adminis- 
tered with more lenity than in a fettled ftate. But when 
other gentlemen of learning and influence had taken of- 
fence at his moderation, and adopted an opinion that a 
ftrider difcipline was neceffary, he fubmitted to their judg- 
ment, and ^ri&lj adhered to the propofals which were 
made to fupport the dignity of government, by an appear- 
ance of union and firmnefs, and a concealment of differ- 
ences and difTentions among the public officers. 

Govemour Winthrop exhibited the utmoft gentlc- 
nefs and condefcenfion on various occaiions, when his fer- 
vices to the colony met with ungrateful returns ; and of- 
ten overcame his enemies by his kindnefs and generofity» 
yet when the honour of government or religion, and the 
intereft of the people were concerned, he was equally firm 
and intrepid, {landing foremoft in oppofition to thofe 
whom he judged to be public enemies, though in the dif- 
guife of warm and zealous friends. In this light he view- 
ed the fitaotts Mrs. Anna Hutchinfon ; he faw the perni- 
cious influence of the controverfy (he introduced with re- 
gret, and feared that if it were fuffered to prevail, it would 
endanger the existence of the colony. A fynod was call- 
ed in 1637, who came to an amicable agreement in con- 
demning Mrs. Hutchinfon's fentiments, and banilhing her 
and her adherents. This ad of feverity the court thought 
aeeeffary for the peace of the commonwealth. Toleration 
D 
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had not then been introduced into any of the proteftaat 
countries^ and even the wifeft and beft of men were appre* 
heniive that it would introduce errour and mifchief. 

Before Govemour Winthrop left England, he was of 
a more catholic fpirit than fome of his brethren ; after he 
came to America he fell in with the reigning principle of 
intollerancy» which almoft all the reformers unhappily re* 
tained, as a relic of the perfecuting church from which 
they had feparated. As he advanced in life, he refumed 
his former moderation. In the time of his laft ficknefsy 
when Dudley, the deputy govemour, prelTed him to iign an 
order for the banifhment of a perfon who was deemed het- 
erodox, he refufed, faying that ^^ he had done too much 
of that work already." 

Having devoted the greateft part of his intereft to the 
fervice of the pubhc, and fuffering many lofes by accidents^ 
and by leaving the management of his private affairs to 
unfaithful fervants, whilft his time and attention were em- 
ployed in the public buiinefs, his fortune was fo much im- 
paired, that fome years before his death he was obliged 
to fell the mod of his eftate for the payment of an accu- 
mulated debt. He alfo met with much alHidiion in his 
family, having buried three wives and fix children. Thefc 
troubles, joined with the oppofition and ill treatment which 
he frequently met with from fome of the people, fo much 
affeded his health and fpirits^ that he perceived a decay 
of his faculties feven years before he reached his grand 
climateric, and often fpoke of his approaching diflblution, 
with a calm refignation to the will of Heaven. At length, 
when he had entered the fixty third year of his age, 
a fever occafioned by a cold, after one month's 
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confinement) put an end to Us life on the iCth of 
March, 1649. 

Governour Wkithrop kept an cxaA journal of the 
occurrences and tranfafiions of the colony during his refi- 
dence in it. This journal was of great fervice to fevcral 
hiftorians. It is ftiU in pofleffion of the Conne6ticut branch 
of the family, and was publifhed at Hartford, in 1790. 
Belknap* s American Biography ^ VoL II* 



WILLIAM BRADFORD, Essb 

William Bradford, Efq. was born in 1588, at An- 
fterfield, an obfcure village in the north of England. His 
parents dying when he was very young, he was educated 
in the praAice of agriculture. 

At twelve years of age, his mind became ferioufly im- 
prefTed with divine truth in reading the Scriptures ; and, 
as he increafed in years, a native firmnefs enabled him to 
"nndicate his opinions againft oppofition. Being ftigma- 
tized as a feparatift, he was obliged to bear the frowns of 
his relatives, and the ridicule of his neighbours. Nothing 
however could divert or intimidate him from attendllQ; 
the miniftry of Mr. Richard Clifton, and connefiing him- 
felf with the church over which he and Mr. Robinfon 
prefided. 

When he was eighteen years old, he refolved to mi- 
grate to Holland, and at length, after various difficulties, 
was permitted to join the brethren at Amfterdam. 

When the church of Leyden contemplated a removal 
to America, Mr. Bradford zealouQy engaged m \!^k >vcip 
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dertakingi and came with the firft company in 1620, to 
Cape Cod. Whiiil the (hip lay in that harbour, he was 
one of the foremoft in the feveral hazardous attempts to 
find a proper place for the feat of the colony, in one of 
which, he, with others of the principal perfons, narrowly 
efcaped the deftrudion which threatened their fhallop. 
After the fudden death of governour Carver, he was 
chofen governour of the infant colony of Plymouth, He 
was then in the thirty third year of his age. His wifdom, 
piety, fortitude, and goodnefs of heart were fo confpicu- 
OU9 as to merit the iincere love of the people ; and, except- 
ing three years, he was annually chofen governour at 
long as he lived. 

He continued to enjoy his health till the autuom of 
1656, when he began to decline, and as the fpring ad- 
vanced he became weaker, but felt not any acute illneft 
till the beginning of May. 

After a diftreffing day, his mind was in the following 
night fo elevated with the idea of futurity, that he faid 
to his friends in the morning, << God has given me a 
pledge of my happinefs in another world, and the firil 
i^pits of eternal glory." The enfuingday, being the 
omth of May, 1657, he died in the fixty ninth year of 
hn age ; and was greatly lamented by the people of 
Plymouth, and the neighbouring colonies. 

In addition to what is faid of Mr. Bradford's charac- 
ter, it may be obferved, that he poffeffed a ftrong mind, 
a found judgment, and a tenacious memory. Though 
not favoured with a liberal education, he was of a very 
ftudious turn. The French and Dutch languages were 
familiar to himi and he attained a confiderable knowledge 
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of the Latin and Greek ; but lie more aOiduoufly ftudied 
the Hebrew, becaufe he faid « he would fee with his own 
eyes the ancient oracles of God/* 

He was well acquainted with hiftory and philofophy ; 
but theology was his favourite ftudy. He was able to 
manage the polemic part of it with much dexterity 5 and 
was particularly vigilant againfl the fedaries, which in- 
habited the colonies, though by no means fevere or intolc- 
rant, as long as they continued peaceable. He chofe 
rather to confute them by argument, and guard the peo- 
ple againft receiving their tenets, than to fupprcfs them 
by violencef or cut them off by the fword of the magiftracy. 

He wrote, ••A Hiilory of Plymouth People and 
Colony,** beginning with the firft formatioti of the church 
m 1602, and ending in 1646^ 

Bellnap^s American Biography ^ Vol, IL 



JOHN WINTHROP, Es^. 

John Winthrop, Efq. eldeft fon of Governour Win- 
throp, was bom at Groton in Suffolk, Feb. 12, 1605. 
His fine genius was much improved by a liberal education 
in the univcrfities of Cambridge and Dublin ; and by 
travelling through moft of the European kingdoms as far 
as Turkey. He came to New England, with his father's 
family, November 4th, 163 1 ; and was, by the unani- 
mous choice of the freemen, appointed a magiflrate of the 
colony, of which his father was governour. He rendered 
many fervices to the country, both at home and abroad, 
particularly m 1636, when, returning to England, he waf. 
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by ilrefs of weather forced into Ireland, where meeting 
with many influential perfons, he had an opportunity to 
promote the intereft of the colony by their means. 

The next year he returned to New England, with pow- 
ers from the Lords Say and Brook, to fettle a plantation 
on Connefticut river. But finding that fome other wor- 
thy perfons from the MafTachufetts had already removed, 
and others were about removing, to make a fettlement oo 
that river, at Hartford and Weathersfield, he gave them 
no difturbance ; but having made an amicable agreement 
with them, he built a fort at the mouth of the river, and 
fumifhed it with the artillery and ftores, which had been 
fent over, and begun a town there, which, from the two 
lords who had a principal (hare in the undertaking, was 
called Saybrook. 

When they had formed them&lves into a body politic, 
they honoured him with an eledion to the magiftracy, and 
afterwards chofe him govemour of the colony. At the 
reftoration of King Charles II. he undertook a voyage to 
England, in behalf of the people of Connefticut and New 
Haven. By his^ prudent addrefe he obtained from the 
king, a charter, incorporating both colonies into one, with 
a grant of privileges and powers of government fuperi- 
our to any plantation, which had been fettled in America. 
The people at his return exprefled their gratitude, by elect- 
ing him govemour fourteen years together, till his death* 

Mr. Winthrop's genius led him to philofophical inquie- 
ies, and his opportunities of converfing with learned men 
abroad fumifhed him with a rich variety of knowledge, 
particularly in the mineral kingdom. Some of his valua- 
ble communications, which were publifhed in the Fhil(^ 
Ik 
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fophical TranfafUonSy procured him the honour of beiug 
ele6ied a member of the Royal Society. 

His many valuable qualifications as a gentleman, a phi- 
lofopher, a chriilian, and a public ruler, procured him the 
univerfal refpe^ of the people under his government ; and 
his unwearied attention to public bufinefs, and great un^ 
derftanding in the art of government, wasof unfpeakable 
advantage to them. Being one of the Commiifioners of 
the United Colonies of New England, in the year 16769 
in the firfi: general Indian war, as he was attending the 
fervice at Bofton, he was feized with a fever, of which he 
died in the feventy firft year of his age. He was hon- 
ourably buried in the fame tomb with his excellent fatheiv 
BeHnaf^i American Biography^ VoL 11^ 



THOMAS BROWNE. 

TmoM^s Browkb was bom at London, in the year 
1605. Having completed his academical ftudies, he 
turned his attention to phyiic, and prafkifed it fome time 
in Qxfordihire ; but foon afterwards quitted his fettle- 
ment, and travelled to Ireland, from whence he paffed into 
France and Italy ; nuide fome flay at Montpelier and 
Padua, which were then the celebrated fchools of phyfic; 
and returning home through Holland^ was created, doc- 
tor of phyfic at Leyden. 

About the year 1634, he is fuppofed to have returned 
to London ; and the next year, to have written his celebrat- 
ed, treatife, called Religio Medici^ The Religion of a Ph^» 
c/4<ir which he declares himfelf never to have intended for 



4+ EXCELLENCE OF THE 

the prefs, haying compofed it only for his own ezercife 
and entertainment. It indeed contains many paflages^ 
whichy relating merely to his own perfon* can be of no 
great importance to the public. He however communi- 
cated it to his friends, and, as the manufcript was highly 
applauded, he was not very diligent to obftmf^ his own 
praife, hy recsdling his papers, till at laft, without his own 
confent, they were in 1642 given to a printer. 

This work was no iboner publilhed, than it excited the 
attention of the public. The authors of the Biographia 
Britanica obferve, that " there hardly ever was a book 
publiflied in Britain, that made more noife than ReUgh 
MeJscif the novelty of the ftyle, the brilliancy of the fenti- 
ments, and the neat turn of the language, (truck the lov- 
ers of polite literature with unufual delight.'' 

This book was tranihrted into Latin, Italian, German> 
Dutch, and French, and raifed its author many admirers^ 
and many enemies. An anfwer was written under the 
title of Medtetis MeJicahUf by Alexander Rofs, which waa 
univerfally negledied. 

Browne married, in 1641, a lady of a good family in 
Norfolk, whofe turn of mind was congenid to his own* 

In 1646, he publifhed *• Inquiries into Vulgar and 
Common Errours.*' This book, like the former, was re- 
ceived with great applaufe. 

In 1665, he was chofen honorary fellow of the college 
of phyficians, " as a man eminently embellished with litera- 
ture and virtue," and in 1671, received at Norwich the 
honour of knighthood from Charles II. 

It is obfervable, that he, who in his earlier years had 
itad aU the books againft religion, was, in the latter part 
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of his' life, averfe to controverfies. Upon which Dr. 
Johnfon obferves, <' to play with important truths, to dif- 
turb the repofe of eftabli/hed tenets, to fubtHize obje£lioni» 
and elude proofs, is too often the fport of youthful vanity, 
of which maturer experience often repents. There is a 
time, when every man is weary of raifing di£Bculties only 
to talk himfelf with the folution ; and defires to enjoy 
truth, without the labour or hazard of conteft. There 
18, perhaps, no better method of encountering the trouble- 
fome eruptions of fcepticifm, with which inquifitive minds 
are frequently harrafled, than that which Browne declares 
himfelf to have taken." ** If there arife any doubts in 
my way, I do forget them ; or at leaft defer them, tiU 
my better fettled judgment, and more manly reafon be 
able to refolve them : for I perceive every man's reafon is 
his beft CEdipus, and will, upon a reafonable truce, find 
a way to loofe thefe bonds, wherein all the fubtilties of 
errour have enchained our more flexible, and tender judg* 
ment." 

Dr. Browne lived in high reputation, till in his feventy 
fixth year he was feized with a cholic, which, having tor- 
tured him about a week, put an end to his life at Norwich* 
on his birth day, 1682. Some of his lafl .words were ex- 
preflions of fubmiffion to the will of God, and fearlefsnefs 
of death. 

The particular excellencies of his charaAer are delineat- 
ed by his friend, Mr. Whitefoot, who pubhfhed an ac- 
count of his hfe. His latter biographer. Dr. Johnfon, 
obfcrves, « that it is not on the praifes of others, but on 
his own writings, that he is to depend for the efteem of 
ppflerity ; of which he will not eafily be deprived, while 
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learning fhaU have any rererence among men : for there 
18 no fciencet in which he does not difcover fome fkill ; and 
fcarce any kind of knowledge^ facred or profane, abftrufe 
or elegant, which he doe$ not appear to have cultivated 
with fuccefs :** and, ** that there is fcarcely a writer to be 
found, whofe profeffion is not divinity, that has fo fre- 
quently teftified his belief of the facred writings, has ap- 
pealed to them with fuch unlimited fubmiffion, or mention- 
ed them with fuch unvaried reverence.** 

In his Relsgto Mei&ci he declares, that he aflumed the 
honourable title of a *^ chriflian, not becaufe it is the re» 
ligion of his country, but becaufe, having in his riper 
years and confirmed judgment feen and examined all, he 
finds himfelf obMged by the principles of grace, and the 
laws of his own reafon, to embrace no other name than 
this.'* To fpecify his perfuafion yet further, he^tells U8» 
that he is •• of the reformed religion ; of the fame belief 
our Saviour taught, the apoilles dilTeminated, the fathers 
authorized, and the martyrs confirmed :" he exprefled 
his gratitude to heaven, « that he lived not in the days 
of miracles, when faith had been thruft upon him ; but 
enjoyed that greater bleffing pronounced on all who fee 
BOt and yet believe." 

Johnforfs WTorit. — Browru^s ReUgio Medku 



JOHN MILTON. 
JoHH Milton, a moil illuftrious Englifh poet, was de- 
fcended from an ancient family. His grandfather, a zeal- 
ous papifti enjoyed an appointment in the foreft of Shot- 
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over ; but his father being craelly difiaherited on account 
of his embracing the proteilant ^th, £ettled in London 
as a fcrivener ; and in Bread Street, John, his eldeft fox^ 
was bom, in 1608. 

After receiving a domeftic education for fome time, un* 
der a worthy clergyman, he was removed to St. Paul's 
fchool, where by indefatigable application he made an ex- 
traordinary progrefs in clalfical learning. From his 
twelfth year he devoted the greatefl part of the night to 
iludy, and laid the foundation of thofe diforders, which 
afterwards terminated in total bhndnefs. 

In his fixteenth year Milton was admitted to Chrift's 
College, Cambridge. He had compofed fome beautiful 
Latin poems before he removed to the univerfity ; and 
the greateft part of his compofitions, in that line and lan- 
guage, were produced during the period he continued 
there. 

After he quitted the univerfity, he retired to Horton^ 
in Buckinghamfiiire, where he profecuted his ftudies with 
unparelleled afliduity and fuccefs. His father had def* 
tined him for the church, but as he had early imbibed 
notions unfavourable to the hierarchy, this defign was 
fruftrated. 

After the death of his mother, he obtained his father's 
confent to travel. His hterary talents were highly ap- 
plauded at Florence. In his fecond journey to Rome, 
he was informed by fome bf his friends, that the Englifh 
jefuits were incenfed againft him, for the freedom of his 
difcourfes on religious fubje^ks, and was cautioned to be- 
ware of their malice* <* I have made it a rule,** faid Mil- 
tQp, « never to ftart a religious fubjcd in \to coxroXx^ ,\sv)X. 
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if 1 were queftioned concerning my faith, never to difTem* 
bic, whatever I might fuffer." He therefore afted as be- 
fore, neither obtruding nor fhunning controverfy ; and was 
fuffered to continue his travels without moleftation. 

His purpofe was to have vifited Sicily and Greece ; 
but receiving intelligence of the differences between the 
king and parliament, he felt it inconfiftent with his prin- 
ciples to continue abroad, even for the improvement of 
his mind, whilil his countrymen were contending for lib- 
erty at home. 

At his return, he began to engage in the controverfies 
of the times. In 1641, he publifhed a treatife of Refor- 
mation, in two books, againft the eftablifhed church. 
His next work was, " The Reafon of Church Govern- 
ment urged againft Prelacy." In this book he difcovers, 
not with oftentatious exultation, but with calm confidence, 
his high opinion of his own powers, and promifes to under- 
take fomething, he yet knows not what, that may be of 
ufe and honour to his country. <* This," fays he, " is not 
to be obtained, but by devout prayer to that Eternal 
Spirit, that can enrich with all utterance and knowledge, 
and fends out his feraphim with the hallowed fire of his 
altar, to touch and purify the lips of whom he pleafes. 
To this muil be added, induftrious and feledl reading, 
fteady obfervation, and in fight into all feemly, and gener- 
ous arts and affairs ; till which in fome meafure be com- 
paffed, I refufe not to fuftain this expeAation.'* Dr. 
Johnfon remarks, that, << from a promife like this, at once 
fervid, pious, and rational, might be expeded the 
Paradife Lofl:." 
In 164.3, ^c married ; but whatever were bis engage- 
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mentSy civil or domefticy poetry was never long out of his 
thoughts. In 1645, ^ colledHon of his Latin and £ng« 
li(h poems appeared^ in which the Allegro and Pen&rofo^ 
with fome others, were firft publiihed. The *« Maik of 
Comus" is the greateft of his juvenile performances. 

After writing a number of trad:s upon political fubjeds, 
he began a Hiftorj of England, but was prevented from 
proceeding in it, by being taken into the fervicc of the 
commonwealth, and made Latin fecretary to the council 
of ftate. He had now been blind for fome years ; but 
fuch was the vigour of his intelled, that he was able to 
difcharge this office, oi* continue his controverfies. His 
mind was too eager to be diverted^ and too ftrong to be 
fubdued. 

After the reftoration, he fpent the remainder of his life 
in ftudy and retirement : and clofely applied himfelf to • 
finifh Paradife Lofk ; which he had begun to reduce to 
its prefent form about 1655. He completed and pub- 
lifhed it in 1-667. Three years after, he publiihed his 
<< Hiftory of England ;*' and in 1670, « Paradife Re- 
gained," to which was added ^* Samfon Agoniftes," a 
"dramatic poem. 

In 1673, ^^ publifheda treatiie of true religion, herefy, 
fchifm, toleration, and the bed means to prevent the 
growth of popery, 

A life of indefatigable iludy, which had been expofed 
to various viciffitudes, haftened the death of this eminent 
man. When he had attained his flxty fifth year, the 
gout, with which he had been long tormented, prevailed 
over the enfeebled powers of nature. He died by a quiet 
and filent expiration, about the tenth of lIovtni^tY) ^^^% 
E 
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at his houfe in Burnhill Fields. His funeral was verj 
honourably, and numeroufly attended. 

It is allowed by all, that Milton's learning was immenfe. 
He read all the languages, which are coniidcred either as 
learned or polite ; Hebrew, with its two diak^by Greek, 
Latin, Italian, French, and Spanifh* In Latin his ikill 
was fuch as places him in the firft rank of writers and 
critics ; and he appears to have cidtivated Italian with 
uncommon diligence. 

His charafter as an epic poet is thus admirably fummed 
up by Dr. Johnfon. ** The higheft praife of genius is 
original invention. Milton cannot be faid to have con- 
trived the ftruAure of an epic poem, and therefore owes 
reverence to that vigour and amplitude of mind, to which 
all generations muft be indebted for the art of poetical nar- 
ration, for the texture of the fable, the variation of inci- 
dents, the interpofition of dialogue, and all the ftratagems 
that furprife and enchain attention. But of all borrowers 
from Homer, Milton is perhaps the leaft indebted. He 
was naturally a thinker for himfelf ; confident of his own 
abilities, and difdainful of help or hindrance : he did not 
refufe admiflion to the thoughts or images of his prede- 
ceflbrs, but he did not feek them. From his contempora- 
ries he neither courted nor received fupport ; there is in 
his writings nothing by which the pride of other authors 
might be gratified, or favour gained 5 no exchange of 
praife, no felicitation of fupport. His great works were 
performed under difcountenance, and in blindnefs, but 
difficulties vanifhed at his touch ; he was born for whatev- 
er is arduous ; and his work is not the greatell of heroic 
poems, only becaufe it is not the firft." 
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Mr. Hayle7» his latter biograpliery thus delineates his 
moral and religious cbarader. ** Milton was perhaps of 
all mortals the leaft felfifii^ he contended for religion^ 
virithout feeking emoluments from the church ; he con- 
tended for the ftate, without aiming at any civil or military 
employment.'* He praifes, with becoming warmth, his 
Heady and ardent attachment to what he fuppofed to be 
the caufe of truth andjuftice ; and makes the moil candid 
apologies for his human frailties and imperfedions. 

<* There is," he obferves, " one charafteriflic of this 
great man, which ought to be confidered as the chief 
fource of his happinefs and his fame ; that is, his early 
and perpetual attachment to religion. It muft gratify ev- 
ery chriftian to refleft, that the man of our country, 
moft eminent for energy of mind, for intenfenefs of ap- 
plication, and frankncfs and intrepidity in afferting what 
he believed to be the caufe of truth, was fo conftantly de- 
voted to chriftianity, that he appears to have made the 
Bible not only the rule of his conduft, but the prime di- 
re6kor of his genius. His poetry flowed from the Scrip- 
ture, as if his unparalleled poetical powers had been expreff- 
ly given him by Heaven, for the purpofe of imparting to 
religion fuch luftre as the moft fplendid of human faculties 
•ould beftow.'* 

JohnfinCt Lives of the Poets. "^Hayhy^s Life ofMiltoa, 



MATTHEW HALE. 

Matthew Hale, lord chief juftice of England, 
was bora in Glouceftcrflure> in the year 160^ Wiv^ W 
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ihcr was a banifter of Lincoln's Inn, who was eminently 
diflinguifhed for integrity and piety. Both his parents 
dying in his childhood, he was left to the care of a rela- 
tion, who paid the utmoft attention to his education. In 
the year 1626, he was fent to Magdalen Hall in Oxford, 
where for fome time he was very arduous in his ftudies, 
and made uncommon proficiency, until fome ftrolling 
players arrived at the univerfity, and his fondnefs for the- 
atrical amufement diverted his attention from his ftudies, 
and induced him to turn his thoughts to a military life. 
At length Serjeant Granvile, an eminent lawyer, perfuaded 
him to give up this plan, and apply himfelf to the fiudy of 
the law ; and in the year 1629, he was admitted into Lin- 
coln's Inn. In order to compenfate for the time he had 
loft by indolence and diflipation, he now applied himfelf 
to learning with the utmoft a^duity, and ftudied, as it is 
faid, fifteen hours in the day, for many years. 

This unalterable refolution to reform his life originated 
from another extraordinary incident. During the time of 
his ftudies, being in fome jovial company, a fellow ftudent 
of his drank to fuch excefs, that he fell down apparently 
dead ; young Hale was fo much affe^led, that he retired 
to pray for the youth's recovery, and for his own forgive- 
nefs, in countenancing fuch conduft, folemnly vowing, at 
the fame time, never more to keep fuch company, nor to 
drink an health. His friend recovered, and he religioufly 
obferved his vow. After this event, there was an entire 
change in his difpofition ; he forfook all diflipated com- 
pany, and was careful to divide his time between the du- 
ties of religion, and of his profefiion. 

From the firft time that religious impreiliotts fettled 



CHRISTIAN religion: 5T 

deeply in his miady he wae dillinguifhed for his humility ; 
andufed great caution* to conceal his priyate exercifcsof 
devotion : this he did, not only in obedience to the rulei 
given by our Saviour of fading, praying, and giving alms 
in fecret; but from diffidence of himfelfi for he faid» 
** He was affraid he fhould, at fome time or other, 
do fome enormous thing, which if he were looked on as a 
very religious man^ might caft a reproach on his proftf* 
fion, and give great advantages to impious men, to blaf- 
pheme the name of (Jbd.'* He ufed, however, conftantly 
to worfliip God in his family, performing it' always him- 
felf, if there was no clergyman prefent. For {jx and thir- 
ty years he never once failed going to church on thjc 
Lord's day. 

Mr. Hale's extraordinary talents and virtues gained him 
the efteem and friend/hip of the celebrated Mr. Selden, who 
engaged him in a more enlarged purfuit of learning, which 
he had before confined to his own profelfion. His parts 
were quick, his memory tenacious, and his application in^ 
defatigable ; hence he attained, in addition to his profef- 
fional knowledge, a coniiderable acquaintance with the 
civil law, feveral branches of the mathematics, phyfic, a- 
natomy and furgery, experimental philofophy, hiftory. 
and chronology ; but he appeared to have made divinity 
his principal ftudy. 

Some time after the civil wars broke out, he was called: 
to the bar, and began to make a figure in the world ; but 
obferving how difficult it was to preferve his integrity, . 
and yet live fecurely, he refolved to follow thofe two max- 
ims of Pomponius Atticus, whom he propofed to himfelf 
as a pattern, viz* ^^ to engage in no fa(^ionj nor vatddW W 
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any public bufinefs, and conftantly to favour and relieve 
thofe that wer^ loweft.*' He was employed in his prac- 
tice by the party who adhered to King Charles I. and 
was one of the council to the earl of Strafford^ archbiflipp 
Laud, and the king himfelf. He alfb generoufly relieved 
the loyaliftff in their pecuniary diftrcffes. Being uhiverfal- 
ly efteemed for the honefty and uprightnefe of his charac- 
ter, and regarded as an eminent lawyer, he was entertain- 
ed by both parties, the prefbyterians, as well as the loyal- 
ifts. In 1 643, he took the covenant, and appeared fever- 
al times with other laymen among the affembly of divines. 
He was then in great efteem with the parliament, and em- 
ployed by them on feveral important affairs. In every Na- 
tion in which he was placed, he e:&hrbited the moft inflex- 
ible integrity and firmnefs. 

After the death of Charles I. he was eameftly impor- 
tuned by Cromwell, to take the place of one of the juftices 
of the bench ; he had at firft confiderable fcruples concern- 
ing the authority under which he was to ad 5 but, at 
length, was prevailed upon to accept the office, from the 
confideration, " that it being abfolutely neceffary to have 
juilice and property kept up at all times, it was lawful to 
take a commiffion from ufurpers, if he made no declara- 
tion of acknowledgiug their authority ,'*^ which he never 
did. Some time after, he was made a judgej in which' fla- 
tion he fhowcd his juftice and courage on feveral occafions. 

Soon after the reftoration, he was knighted by King 
Charles II. who conftituted him chief baron of the ex- 
t'liequer. When tKe lord chancellor Clarenden delivered 
him his commiffion, he told him, that " If the king could 
have found out an honeiler aad fitter man for that employ- 
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SKitnty he would not have advanced him to it| and that he 
had preferred him, becaufe he knew none that deferved ik 
fo welL" He continued eleven years in that office ; and 
very much raifed the reputation of the court hy his ira^ 
partial adminiftration of juftice, and alfo by his generofi^ 
ty,* vaft diligence, and great exaftnefs in trial. He 
would never receive private addrefifes or recommendations 
from the greateft perfons, in any caufe where juftice was 
concerned. One of the firft peers of England went once 
to his chamber, and informed him << that having a fuit in 
law to be tried before him, he came to acquaint him with 
it, that he might the better underftand it, when it fhould 
be heard in court.'* The lord chief baron interrupted 
him, and declared ** that he never received any informa- 
tion of caufes but in open court, where both parties were 
to be heard alike.*' The duke departed greatly diflatif- 
£cd, and complained to the king. But his majedy order- 
ed him " to content himfelf, that he was no worfe ufed* 
and faid, he would have treated himf«lf uo better, if he 
had gone to folicit him in any of his own caufes." 

Judge Hale had learnt from Solomon, that " a gift 
pervcrteth the ways of judgment." Hence he conftant- 
ly refufed to receive the fmallcft prefents from thofe who 
had any caufes to be tried before him. 

In the year 1671, this eminent man was promoted to 
the place of lord chief juftice of England. This choice 

* Judge Hale laid afide a tenth part of all he obtained for the 
poor ; and was affiduoufly careful to find proper obje^ for his char- 
ities ; literally following our Saviour's diredion, he gave no enter- 
tainmento but to the poor. He never went to any public cntcrtaiii- 
mcnts. 
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wag umrerfallj' applauded ; for he uras valued and admir«i^ 
td by men of all fides and perfuafions. He behaved in 
that high ftation with his ufoal &nAnth, regularity^ and 
diligence. About five years after his advancement, his 
health began to decline^ and he made a formal furrender 
of his office* During a lingering and painful fickneisy he 
exhibited the mofi: exemplary patience and perfed reiig- 
nation to the will of God. He continued to enjoy the 
free ufe of his reafon and nnderftanding to the laft mo- 
ment» which he had often and earnefUy prayed for during 
hisillnefs. He died on the 25th of December^ 167(5, 
aged fixty feven years* 

Bifhop Burnet, the writer of Judge Hale's life, con- 
cludes his charader in thefe words* ** He was one of 
the greateft patterns this age has produced, whether 
in his private deportment, as a chriftian, or in his public 
employments at the bar, or on the bench.'' 

He was twice married, and had ten children, all of 
whom he funrlved c2.cept one fon and a daughter. 

This great and good man beheld with deep concern 
the impiety and atheifm of the age in which he lived, and 
he oppofed it in his writings, as well as by the fhming ex« 
ample of his life. Notwithftanding the variety of his 
public avocations, he was the author of fourteen different 
works, among which were the following, viz. " Contem- 
plations, moral and divine." *< The primitive origina- 
tion of mankind, confidered and explained according to 
the light of nature." " His judgment of the nature of 
true religion, the caufes of its corruption, and the church's 
calamity by men's additions and violences, with the defired 
cure." « A treatiiie concerning provifion for the poor." 
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« A difcourfe ofthe knowledge of Godand of ourfelve8,firft 

by the light of nature, fecondly, by the facred Scriptures.^'' 

Sumut^s Life of Hak^'-^Biograpbia Brkamai Fol, IV* 



Bk. THOMAS STDENHAM. 

Thomas Sydemhami an excellent Englifh phyfician, 
was bom in Dorfetfhire, in the year 1624. At the age 
of eighteen, in 1642, he conunenced a commoner of Mag- 
dalen Hall in Oxford, where it is not probable, that he 
continued long, as he informs us himfelf, that he wai 
withheld from the univerfity by the commencement of 
the war; nor is it known in what ftate of life he engaged, 
or where he refided, during the long feries of public coiii*i 
motion. 

His application to the ftudy of phyfic was, as himfelf 
relates, produced by the perfuafive arguments of Dr. Cox, 
a phyfician then eminent in London. After he had de- 
termined upon the medical profeifion, he retired to the 
univerfity at Oxford, where he fpent feveral years in in* 
tenfe application to ftudy. 

Nor was he fatisfied with the opportunities of knowU 
edge which Oxford afforded, but travelled to Montpeliefy 
which was then the celebrated fchool of medicinet in 
fearch of farther information. In 1648) he was admitted 
to the degree of bachelor of phyfic. 

When he thought himfelf qualified for pradice, he fixed 
his refidence at Weftminfter, became doctor of phyfic at 
Cambridge, received a licenfe from the college of phyfi? 
oiaas ; and lived in the firft degree of Ie]^u\a^^<^xw ^$k\^^^ 
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fiuence of pra6lice for many years ; without any other 
enemies than thofe he raifed by the fuperiour merit of 
his condu^y the brighter lufbre of his abilities, or his im- 
provements in medical fcience. 

It is a melancholy reflexion, that they who have attain- 
ed the higheft reputation, by preferving or reftoring the 
health of others, have often been harried away before the 
natural decline of life, or have pafied many of their yean 
under the torments of thofe diftempers, which they pro- 
fefs to relieve. In this number was Sydenham, whofe 
health began to fail in the fifty fecond year of his age, by 
the frequent attacks of the gout, to which he was fubjedi 
for a great part of his life. 

He never difcovered any indecent impatience, or un- 
manly dejedion under his torments, but fupported him- 
felf by the reflexions of philofophy, and the confolations 
of religion 5 and in every interval of eafe, applied himfelf 
to the afiUftance of others, with his ufual affiduity. 

After a life thus ufefuUy employed, he died at his 
houfe in Pall Mall, on the zgth of December, 1689, and 
was buried in the aifle, near the fouth door pf the church 
of St. James, at Weftminfter. What was his charafter, 
as a phyfician, appears from the treatifes which he left ; 
and from them it may likewife be collefted, that his ikiU 
in phyfic was not his higheft excellence ; that his whole 
charader was amiable ; that he was a firm believer in the 
truth of chriftianity ; that his chief view was the benefit 
of mankind, and the chief motive of his adions the will 
of God, whom he mentions with reverence, well becoBU 
ing the moft enlightened and moft penetrating mind. 
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HonovMJMLR ROBERT BO TLB. 

Robert BotlEi an eminent philofoplier and chemifl:, 
tind a truly good nian> was the fon of Richard earl of 
Cork. He was bom in the province of Munfter, in Ire« 
iandy in the year 1627. When he was nine years old, 
his fiither fent him to England^ in order to be educated 
at Eton fchooly under Sir Henry Wotton, who was the 
carl of Cork's old friend and acquaintance. Here he 
foon difcovered a force of underftanding, which promifed 
great things, and a difpofition to cultivate and improve it 
to the utmoft. The grcateft diligence and application to 
ftudy, was a diftinguifhing trait of his early life. He not 
only made a prodigious progrefs in many branches of lit- 
erature, but in feme that have been always fuppofed the 
mofl difficult and abftrufe ; and he has been charadlerifed, 
as << the mofl: exa6i fearcher into the works of nature, 
that any age has produced.'* 

Soon after his education was completed, he made a tour 
to various parts of Europe. While upon his travels, his 
thoughts often turned upon religious fubjeds ; and at 
that time he was fo greatly diftreffed with doubts, refpeft- 
ing the truth of chriftianity, that he was almoft tempted 
to defpair and fuicide. He laboured under this perplex- 
ity and melancholy, for a confiderable time ; but at 
length, after exerting all the energy of his mind, to make 
a ferious and impartial examination of the fubjedl, he be« 
came confirmed in the belief of the chriftian religion. 

Mr. Boyle returned to England in the year 1 644, and 
applied himfelf with incredible induftry to fludies pf vairi- 
ous kinds : to thofe of natural philofophy and chemiftry 
in particidar. He completed three excdkut y^^c^* \i^- 
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fore ht was twenty years of age. He was affiduous in 
cultivating the acquamtance of perfons who were dif- 
tinguifhed for abilities and leamingi to whom he was, in 
every refpedy a ready, ufeful^ generous afiiftant, and with 
whom he held a conftant correfpondence. He was alfo 
•ne of the fidR; members of that fmall, but learned body 
•f men» who, when all academical ftudies were interrupted 
by the civil warsy fecreted themfelves, about i645» ^<^ 
held private meetings, firft in London, afterwards at Ox« 
fi)td,forthe fake of canvaifing fubjeds of natural knowl. 
edge, upon that plan of experiment, which Lord Bacon had 
delineated. They ftyled themfelves the Fhilofophical 
College ; and, after the reftoration, were incorporated by 
the name of the Royal Society. 

In 1652, he went to Ireland, to fettle his eftates m that 
kingdom. He returned to England in 1654, and fixed 
his refidence at Oxford. Here he had the fatisfiadion of 
finding fociety perfedly congenial to his tafte ; a num- 
ber of his learned friends having reforted thither for the 
fame reafons. The Fhilofophical Society being now 
transferred from London to Oxford, it was during his 
abode here, that he invented the air pump, which was 
perfe6ked for him, by the ingenious Mr. Hooke, in 1658. 
By this he made fuch experiments, as enabled him to dif- 
cover and demonftrate feveral qualities of the air, which 
laid the foundation for a more complete theory on the 
fubjed. 

But philofophy, and inquiries into nature, though they 
engaged his attention deeply, did not occupy it entirely ; 
iince we find he ftill continued to purfue critical and the- 
ological ftudies. Indeed the principal defign of his phi** 
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WophicaJ refearchesy was to raife in himfelf and others, 
more fublime conceptions of the greatnefs and glory, and 
of the wifdom and goodnefs of God. 

Upon the reftoration of Charles IL he was treated wkh 
;great civility and refped, by the king and his two firft min- 
ifters, Southampton and Clarenden. He was repeatedly 
offered a peerage, but did not fee the charms, which fome 
have found in a coronet. The lord chancellor Clarenden 
urged him to enter into holy orders, of which he had fen* 
ous thoughts ; but one reafon which determined him a* 
gainft it, was, that he believed that he might in fome re« 
fpe6is be of more fervice to religion by continuing a lay- 
man. He knew that infidels ol]jiEded againil the teilimo« 
ny of the clergy, that they -were interefted charaflcrs, 
and hoped he might have more influence, from his having 
no (hare in the patrimony of the church. He chofe 
therefore to purfue his philofophical ftudies in fuch a man- 
lier, as might be moft effectual for the fupport of religion, 
and began to communicate to tlie world the fruits of his 
ihidies. 

The philofophical works of this great man are t09 
large to be particularly enumerated in this place. The 
eelebratcd Dr. Boerhaave obferves, that ** to him we owa 
the fecrets of fire, air, water, animals, vegetables, and 
foflils : fo that from his works may be deduced the whole 
fyftem of natural knowledge." 

The veneration he had for the facred fcriptures, ap- 
pears not only from his making them his conftant ftudy, 
and exhorting others to pcrufe them with the fame atten. 
tlon ; but by a number of valuable 4>erformances, which 
he wrote in defence of chriftianity. 
F 
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In 16659 he publifhed ** Confideration& on the Style 
of the Holy Scriptures." It was an extraft from a larger 
work, entitled ** An Effay on Scripture.'* 

In 1673, ^^ printed a piece that had been written nearly 
ten years before, entitled " The Excellency of Theology, 
compared with Natural Philofophy, as both are the objeds 
of men*8 ftudy, in an Epiftle to a Friend." 

In 1 675, he publiftied " Some Obfervations upon the 

reconcileablenefs of Reafon and Religion;'' to which wai 

i", 

annexed, " A difcourfe upon the pofllbility of the Refuf- 
reaion." 

In 1 681, he publifhed his " Difcourfe on things above 
Reafon f* in which he makes it appear, that feveril things 
which we judge to be contrary to reafon, becaufe above 
the reach of our underftanding, are not therefore to be 
thought unreafonable, becaufe we cannot comprehend 
them, iince they may be apparently reafonable to a greater 
and more comprehcnfive underftanding. 

In 1685, he publiftied a trad, " Of the high veneration 
man's intelleft owes to God, peculiarly for his wifdom and 
power." 

In 1 690, he publiftied a moft excellent work, entitled 
** The Chriftian Virtuofo ;" ftiewing, that by being ad- 
diftcd to experimental philofophy, a man is rather affift- 
ed, than indifpofed to be a good chriftian. 

Mr. Boyle's zeal for the advancement of chriftianity, 
was alfo ^hibited by many and large bcnefadlions for that 
purpofe. He was at the charge of the tranflation and 
impreflion of the New Teftament in the Malayan lan- 
guage, which he fent over all the Eaft Indies. He gave 
a noble reward to him who tran/lated Grotlus's valuable 
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book, of the « Truth of the Chriftian Religion/' into 
Arabic, and was at the charge of a whole imprefiion, 
which he ordered to be diftributed in all' the countries, 
where that language is underftood. He alfo contributed 
largely towards carrying on the impreffion of the New 
Tcftament in the Turkifh language. He was at fevcn 
hundred pounds charge, in the edition of the Irifh Bible, 
which he ordered to be diftributed in Ireland ; and he 
contributed largely to the impreffion s of both the Welfh 
and the Irifh Bible in Scotland. He gave, during n| 
life, three hundred pounds, to advance the defign of propa- 
gating the chriftian rehgion in America ; and as foon as 
he heard that the Eaft India Company were entertaining 
proportions for a ftmilar defign in the Eaft, he fent a hun* 
dred pounds for a beginning, but intended greatly to en« 
large his charity, when it was begun in earne-ft. In hit 
will he ordered, that a liberal provifion fhould be made for 
the perfon, who (hould in a few, well digefted fermons, 
fet forth the truth of the chriftian religion in general, 
without defcending to the fubdivifions among chriftians. 
In fine, his charities were fo extenfive, that they amounted 
to upwards of one thoufand pounds per annum. 

As early as the year 1689, this eminent man found his 
health and ftrength gradually decline ; but he ftill con- 
tinued his ftudies and labours for the welfare of mankind. 
In 1 69 1, his complaints became very alarming. He died 
on the 30th of December the fame year, aged fixty five. 
He had lived forty years with his fifter, lady Ranelagh, 
a woman of great and eminent piety ; and they died withio 
a few days of each other. 

He was buried in St. Martin's ckurcK m t\>fc Y\^\^% 
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contributed his aifiAance ta fomc pieee8> which the ^1 
' procur«l to be pvblifhed, in order ta excite the nation to 
an attention to the intereft of liberty. His patKon being 
ftiU pceiident of the board of trade, Mr. Locke wae fiecre- 
tary to a cemmif&on from diat boards which he held till 
the year 1674, when the commiffion was diflbhred. 

After he had diligently employed a great part of his 
life in ufeful occupations, he accepted an. offer that waa 
made him. by Sir Francis Mafham and his- hdj% of an 
apartment in their country feat at Oates in Eflex. There 
he fpent the ^eateft part of the remainder of his day» ;: 
and had the happinefs of finding a moft agreeable friend, 
and companion in lady Ma(ham,* a woman of great abili- 
ty and learning, who difcufled with judgment and ability 
the moft abftrufe points in metaphyfics apd divinity. 

In the decline of life» he refigned his feat at a board of 
trade ; and entirely devoted his time to the ftudy of the 
Scriptures. He was never weary of admiring the great 
views^ of that facred book» and the joft relation of all. its 
p^t^ and every day made diicoverics in it, which gave 
him freih caufe of admiration. This great philofopher 
ever cxprcffcd the moft profound veneration for the word 
of God, and carneftly. exhorted chriftians to make it their 
ftudy. In a letter written the year before his death, to 
one who aflied this qucftion, " What is the (horteft and 
fureft way, for a young gentleman to attain to a true 
knowledge of the chriftian religion, in the full. and juft 
extent of it ?" His anfwcr is^ " let him ftudy the Holy 
Scripture, particdarly the New Teftament. Therein arc 

» .See hk of l^dy Ma{hana,in FemaU Biography, Vol* V. 
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•entained the words of Eternal Life. It hat' God for 
its author ; SaWation for iu end ; and Tntth without any 
mixture of errour for the matter.*' 

The death of this excellent man was s^rreeabk to hit 
life ; his diffolution approaching by fenfible but (low ad* ' 
Tancesy he prepared himfelf for the laft coafli6k with the 
calmnels of a philofopher^ and the fortitude of a chriftiao. 
The day before his deaths while lady Mafham was fitting^ 
by his bed iide» he exhorted her to regard this world only 
as a ftate of preparation for a better ; adding, that ** he 
had lived long enough, an d thanked God for having pafl^ 
cd his Hfe fo comfortably ; bat that this life appeared to- 
him mere vanity.** 

The fame day, he particularly advifed all about him to 
read the Scriptures ; and deiired to be remembered by 
them at evening prayers. Being told that, if he chofe it^ 
the whole family (honld be with him in his chpmber, he 
faid, ** he fhould be very glad to have it fo, if it would not 
give .too much trouble ; and an occafion offering to fpcdt 
of the goodncfs of God, he efpecially exalted his kind^ 
nefs to man in juftifying him by £utb in Jefns Chrift ; and* 
returned God thanLs^ in parttcubr, for having blefled him^ 
with the knowlec^e of the Divine Saviour. ** 

On the following day, he expired without a groan^ 
(Odober 28, 1704,) and was interred in the diurch of 
Oates, where a monument was ere6bed to his memorj^ 
with a modeft infcription written by himfelf. He died 
fincerely lamented by the good and wife, and his fiime hat 
fuffered no diminution^ by the lapfe of nearly an hundred 
yearsi?! 
Thif great man was t&e author o£ ^ianQ\&& V^sm^ 
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workfl^ ^Iiich have been bigUy teddbroted. His ^* Let« 
ttiB on Toleration'* were printed i68g. His « Treatife 
on GoTemment>" and ^ Efiay on the Human Underb 
ftanding,'' was publtfhed 1690 ; and hit << Thoughts 
Concerning Education/' Ace 1693. He alfo has written 
8 nnmber of Taloable works on religious fubjedts, as, << A 
Difcourfe on Miracles ;" A Treatife on the Reafoaa- 
blenefs of ChrifUanity/' as deliyered in the Scriptures, 
publifhed 1695 ; << A Vindication of this Reafonable-* 
nefsy'' 1696 ; and a " Paraphrafc and Notes on the 
Epiftks of St. Paul/' publilhed 1709. The whole cata- 
logue of his works is too hrge to be particularly enume- 
rated. The greateft part of them were publifhed in: 
1 7 1 4, in three >rolumes folio, 

A late celebrated writer thus charaf^erizes Mr. Locke; 
^< He was rendered truly iUuftrions by his wifdom and 
▼irtue ; by the difintereftednefs and uprightnefs of his 
6ondu€L ; by his love of truthi and his ardent attachment 
to the great interefls of mankind. He analyfed the. hu- 
man mind ; explained its operations, and illumined the in- 
telledual world by the fagacity of his refearches. He 
examined the foundation of civil government ; traced it to 
its fourcey and iQuftrated and enforced its genuine princi- 
ple. He maintained the juftice, the reafonablenefs of re- 
ligious toleration, with a deamefs, a precifion, and a force! 
of argument, that has not been equalled by any preceding 
writer. He laboured to elucidate the Sacred Scriptures ; 
to advance the interefls of Revelation and of virtue ; to 
loofen the bands of tyranny, to promote the caufe of liber- 
ty, of juftice, and of humanity. His fentiments are found- 
id upon reafooirtnithy and juftice ; and his name wilt con- 
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tinue to be^ revered whewffnr leamingy liberty, and Yirtuc 
fhall be held in eftimation." 

As a tribute to the memory of Mr. Locke» Quee* 
Carolina, confort to George II. ercdted a pavilion in Ricl> 
mond Park, in honour of philofophy, where fhe placed hit 
buft with Bacon, Newton, and Clark, as the four pHnci^^ 
pal Englifh philofophers. 

, Biographta Britanntfa — Brtti/b Plutarch, — 
Biographical -DiBionar^ 



SiK ISAAC NEWTON. 

Isaac Newton, a moft celebrated Englifh philofo^ 
pher and mathematician, and one of the greateft geniufes 
that ever appeared in the world, was defcended of an an* 
dent family, which fettled for three centurits upon the 
manor of Woolftrope, in Lincolndiire, where he was bom, 
•n Chriftmas day, 1642. At twelve years of age, he 
was fent to the Grammar fchool at Grantham ; and at 
eighteen, removed to Trinity College at Cambridge^ 
in 1660. 

His uncommon ftrength of mind was exhibited at an 
early age ; being particularly attached to mathematical 
ftudies, he foon made himfelf mailer of Euclid, and that 
author was difmifled, as too plain and fimple to employ his ' 
time. He advanced at once into more fubtime ftudies ; 
and it is certain, he had laid the foundation of his two im- 
mortal works, the Principia, and Optics, before he had 
•omplcted the twenty fourth year of his age. 

Wl^en Newton had finifhed hit Pnad^« \t xtn^jioxtik. 
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fome time, before the worlA «||p|l^nder(bnd hk philo- 
ibphical principles. The bed: mathematicians were 
oWiged to perufe it with the utmoft attention, before they 
could make themfelves maflers of it ; and thofe of a lower 
rank were afraid to venture upon this work, till encouraged 
by the tefUmonies of the mo& learned ; but at lad, when 
his genius came to be more fully known, the approbation 
which had been fo Howly obtained became univerfal, and 
nothing Was to be heard, from all quarters, but one gen- 
eral fhout of admiration. — « Does Mr. Newton eat, drink, 
or fleep like other men ?" faid the Marquis de PHofpital, 
•ne of the greateft mathematicians of the age, to the Eng- 
Kfh who vifited him. " 1 reprefctit him to myfelf as a ce- 
kftial genius, entirely difengaged from matter.'* 

It is impoffible, in this -iketch, to give a particular ac- 
count of his difcoveries, which were fo extenfive as to era- 
brace the univerfe. It is faid by Keil, that, " if all phi- 
•lofophy and mathematics, were confi'dered as confiding 
of ten parts, nine of them are entirely of his difcovery and 
invention." 

In contemplating the various excellencies of his^ pro- 
found genius, it is difficult to fay, whether fagacity, pene- 
tration, energy of mind, or diligence, appear mod con- 
fpicuous ; yet with unaffed^ed humility, he difclaimed all 
fingular pretenfions to fuperiour talents. He obferved to 
one of his friends, who was complimenting him on his fub<* 
lime difcoveries, ** that if he had done any thing in fcience 
worthy of notice, it was owing to patient induftry of think- 
ing, rather thafi to extraordinary fagacity.'* He always 
put himfelf on a level with his company ; no fingularities, 
natural or affe&ed, dtftii^ui(hed Urn from other n^n ; «n4 
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the moft cenforious obCMin could never charge him vriA 
the vanity of prefumed fupcriority. 

His genius and learning had procured him merited 
honours. As early as 1^69, he was chofen profeflbr of 
mathematics in Cambridge; and in 16969 he was ap- 
pointed warden to the Mint, in which employment he did: 
very fignal fervice to the nation. Three years after, he 
was appointed mafter of that office ; a place worth twelve 
or fifteen hundred pounds per annum, which he held till, 
his death. In 1703, he was chofen Frefident of the 
Royal Society, having previouOy been ele6led a member 
of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris. The French, 
foon relinquifhed the philofophy of their countryman 
Des Cartes« for the folid principles of Newton. 

This great man did not negle^ the opportunities of 
doing good, which the revenues of his patrimony, and a. 
profitable employment, improved by prudent economy^ ; 
put in his power. When decency, or any occafion r©. 
quired expenfe or fhow, he knew how to b^ magnificent 
with a very good grace. At other times, that pomp» 
which dazzles weak minds, was retrenched, and the ex- 
penfe faved for better purpofes. ' • 

Notwithftanding Sir Ifaac's intenfe application to ftudyy 
he was not fo abforbed in philofophy, but that he was able 
to difengage his thoughts; when his^ther a£fairs required 
his attention ; and as foon as he had leifure,. to refume 
his refearches where he had left off. This he appears to 
have performed, not fo much by the extraordinary (Irength 
of his memory, as by the force of his inventive faculty. 
Hence, he had re^ fewer of the modern mathematicians ' 
than could have been expcdled, his own pro&gvou% vtwwiXvMfc 
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readily fispplying him with what he might have occafioa 
for> in thepurfuitof any fubjed he undertook to inveftigate* 

This extraordinary man was alfo diftinguiihed for the 
' meeknefs of his difpofition, and his great lore of peace* 
He would rather have ckofen to remain in obfcurityi and 
lofe the credit of the moft fublime difcoveries, thai) to 
have relinquifhed that tranquility of mind, which he coo* 
fiantly endeavoured to preferve. We find him refle£^ing 
•n the coBtroverfy, refpefking his optic le^ures, in which 
be was almoft unavoidably engaged, in the following terms. 
** I blamed mj^n imprudence, for parting with fo real 
a bleffing as my quiet, to run after a fiiadow*" 

To crown all the other exceUendes which adorn his 
charafter, this great philofopher is well known to have 
been a firm believer, and a ferious chriftian ; hence he ap* 
plied his difcoveries concerning the frame and fyftem of 
the univerfe, to demonftrate the being of a God, and to 
iUuftrate his power and wifdom in the creation. 

He devoted himfelf with the utmoft attention, to the 
ftudy of the Holy Scriptures, and confidercd theii- feveral 
parts with uncommon exa^knefs ; particularly, as to the 
order of time, and the fcries of prophecies and events, re- 
lating to the Meffiah. In 1 7 2 8, he pubhfhed his chronolo- 
gy, which explains the connexion between facred and prp- 
fane hiftory ; and fumiihes new illuftrations of feveral texts 
of Scripture. After this, he pubHfhed his obfervations on 
the Prophecies of Daniel, and the Apocalypfe of St. John, 
*" '733' He endeavours to prove in this work, that the 
famous prophecy of Daniel's weeks was an expiefs pre- 
diAion of the coming of^the Meffiah, and fulfilled in 
JefuB CWift. . 
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"Whh rcfpcft to his religions fentimcnts, though firmly 
attached to the dhurch'of England, he was greatly averfc 
to the perfecution of the nonconformifts. He judged of 
men hy their manners, aiid the true fchifmatics, in his opin- 
ion, were the vicious and wicked. 

After enjoying an- uniform ftate of health, the rtfult of 
temperance and regularity, till the age of eighty, he'began 
to be alHidied with an incurable and painful difeaie ; and 
the paroxyfms of his diforder were diftreffing in the higheft 
degree. In thefe trying circumftances, he was never ob- 
ferved to utter the leaft complaint, nor to exprefs the 
fmalleft impatience ; but in his intervals of eafe, affumed 
all that cheerfulnefs and good humour, which had ever 
been a diHinguifhing trait in his charader. 

He refigned his life, March 20, 1726, in the eighty 
fifth year of his age ; and was honoured with a pompous 
funeral. An elegant monument, in Weftminfter Abbey, 
was erefted to his memory.* 

The principles of this excellent man, and his conduA 
through life, have left a ftrong and pleaHng evidence, that 
the higheft intelle6kual powers harmonize with religion 
and virtue ; and that there is nothing in chriftianity, but 
what will abide the fcrutiny of the foundeft and moft 
enlarged underflanding. 

Dr. Ryland makes the following remarks on the char- 
after and writings of this great philofopher. 

« In Sir Ifaac Newton's Drflertation on Daniel and 



* The works of Sir Ifaac Newton were collc<ftcd, 17841 with a 
valuable commentary, in five handfome qaaxlo -soVoxsxRvVj ^Jtefc 
Rev. £>r. HoHJeyy dow bi&op of Roc heller. 

G 
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Revelations, you fee the greiteft geonietrician ia die worId» 
who underftood the nature of demonftration, as well as any 
man that ever lived, bowing his underftanding to the 
^revelation of God, and ftudying that revelation all his 
days ; we are afliired, that his Bible was always lying on his 
hible or de/k before him. The chara6ier and pradUce of 
this great man, is more than fufficient to weigh down to 
tetemity all the Bolingbrokes and Humes, the Roufl^aus 
and Voltaires, that have ever lived, or ever wiH live to the 
end of time* Let the modem free thinkers, or rather half 
thinkers, or no thinkers, hide their heads in confufion and 
darknefs, inftead of ftanding up with impudence againft 
fo great a matter of reafon and philofophy*" 

Btograpbia Britannka. — Biographical Di^tonary, 
Fol. XL-^Ryknd^s ContemplaUotu. 



JOHN WILMOTy Earl of Rochester. 

l*he life of the eaii of Rochefter affords a ftrong proof 
that licentioufnefs of condudi renders the mind acceffible 
to the principles of infidelity ; and that a total difregard to 
every moral leads to a refolute denial of every religious 
obligation. It alfo exhibits a ftriking inftance of the 
power of reclaiming grace, which caufed this nobleman 
publicly to recant -his errours, and enabled him to refign 
his life, filled with the fublime confolations which the gof- 
pel affords to penitent finners. 

John Wilmot, afterwards earl of Rochefter, the fon of 

Henry, earl of Rochefter, was bom April lo, 1657, in Ox- 

ford/hire. After a graaimatical education, at the fchool 
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^ Burf ord, he entered a nobleman in Wadham College, in 
X 659, only twdve years old, and in 1 66 1 , at fourteen, was 
made mailer of arts, with fome other perfons of high rank* 

He travelled afterwards into France and Italy, and on 
vhis return devoted himfelf to the court. At this period 
he unhappily addided himfelf to diflblute and vicious 
company, by which his principles were corrupted, and his 
manners depraved. Loft to all fenfc of religious reftraint> 
and finding it not convenient to admit the authority of 
laws, which he was refolved not to obey, he fheltered hit 
wickednefs behind infidelity. 

Having ah adlive and inquifitive mind, he never, except 
in his paroxyfms of intemperance, was wholly negligent of 
ftudy ; but read what is confidered as polite learning fo 
much, that he is mentioned by Wood as the greateft fcholar 
of all the nobility. Sometimes he retired into the coun* 
try, and amuf^d himfelf with writing libels, in which he 
did not pretend to confine himfelf to truth. 

As long as his heSlth allowed him to indulge his pafiions^ 
his life was one continued fccne of debauchery ; he how- 
ever frequently felt ftrong remorfe for his impious cohdud. 

On a tour into the Well of England, fometime before 
his laft illnefs, he informed thcperfon who attended him, 
that, "when on his journey, he had been arguing with 
greater vigour againft God and religion, than he had ever 
donfc in his life before ; but like the great convert Paul, he 
found it hard to ftrive againft fuperiour force, for his heart, 
vras at that time ftruck fo powerfully, that he argued as 
much for God and virtue,as ever be had done againft them.'' 

One day at an atheiftical meeting, at the houfe of a per- 
ibn of quality, he undertook to be tbe f tmd^ Ocassc^^vs^ 
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of impiety, and received the appbufe of the whole com- 
pany ; but here again his confcience reproached him, and 
he exclaimed to himfclf, « Good God \ that a man who 
walks upright, who fees the wonderful works of God, 
and has the ufe of his fenfes and reafon, ihould vfe them 
to the defying of his Creator.*' 

Thefe fucceffive convi6Uons however gradually wore 
foff, till they returned with full force upon^his mind, in his 
h£t ftckne& He then f«riou% refolved to turn to God 
Bnfeignedly, and to do all that was pofiible, in the ihort 
time allotted him, to obviate the efiPeAs of his ill example, 
and tefbify his fincere penitence fer * his £ns, and firm be- 
lief of the great truths of chriftianity. 

He reproved his old companions in iniquity, with en^ 
ergy and fidelity. . He contemned the abfurd philofophy 
of Hobbes, and acknowledged that it had corrupted his 
own, and the principles of many others. He ordered his 
' profane and indelicate writings to be burnt. He cxpreff- 
cd an ardent concern for the religious education of his 
children 5 f and wifhed his fon might never he fuch a wit 

* The reader is referred to an account of the life and death of the 
earl of Rochefter, by Biihop Burnet, which book» fays Dr. Johnfon, 
the critic ou£^ht to read for its eloquence, the philofopher for its 
arguments, and tbfi laint for its piety." 

f Dr. Watts alludes to this drcumfbnce, ia the foUowin^f lines in 
kit Lyric Poems. 

*< Strephon, of noble blood, and mind. 
Forever ihine his name ; 
As death approach*d his foul refinM, 
And gave his loofer fonnets to the flame. 
Bum, bum, (he cried with facred r^e J 
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•8 Ife had been ; or one of thofe wretched being?, who 
pride themfclva in reviling God and religion. He pro- 
tefted that he would not wilfully -commit a fin to gain a 
kingdom ; and for the admonition of others^ fubfcribed 
the following recantation, which he ordered to be pub« 
lifhed. 

« For the benefit of all thofe, whom I may hare drawn 
into fin, by my exam|^ and. encouragement, I leave to 
the world, this my laft declaration, which 1 dehver in the 
prefence of the great God, who knows the fecrets of all 
hearts, and before whom I am preparing to be Judged ; 
that, from the bottom of my foul, 1 deteft and abhor the 
whole courfe of my former wicked life ; that I think, 
I can never fufficiently admire the goodnefs of God, who 
has given me a true fenfe of my pernicious opinions and 
vile praAiccs; by which Ihavehitherto lived without hope, 
and without God in the world ; have been an open enemy 
to Jefus Chrift, doing the utmoft dcfpite to the Holy 
Spirit of Grace ; and that the greateft teftimony of my 
charity to fuch, is to warn them in the name of God, and 
as they regard the welfare of their immortel fouls, no 
more to deny his being or providence, or defpife his 
goodnefs ; no more to make a mock of fin, or contemn 
the pure and excellent religion of our bleffed Redeemer^ 
through whofe merits alone, I one of the greateft of fin- 
ners, do yet hope for mercy and forgivenefs.** 

During his illnefs he exprefled liis unfeigned refigaation 

Hell 18 the diK of every page. 

Hell be the £ite, (but O indulgent Heaven^} 

So vik the Mttie, asd yet the inan foc|JLvtckr 
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to the divine will j and declared that he only defired to 
live to evince the truth of hia repentance, by the entire 
change in his future condud. 

The Scriptures, which had been fo often the fubje6l of 
his ridicule, now appeared extremely beautifijl. The ap- 
parent inconliftencies, which his corrupt mind formerly 
magnified, vanifhed ; as he found them to be the power 
of God to his falvation. He frecj^ntly requcfted his at- 
tendants to read the fifty third of Ifaiah to him ; upon 
which he ufed to dcfcant ia a very affecting paraphrafc. 
This nobleman, ki the midft of his- ficknefs exclaimed^ 
*« Shall the unfpeakable joys of Heaven be conferred on 
me ! O mighty finner, never, but through this infinite 
love and fatisfa6tion. O never, but by the purchafe of 
thy blood I'M fhall now die, (faid he, three or four day* 
before his diflblution,) "But O ! what unfpeakable gloriea 
do 1 fee ! What joys beyond thought and expreffion am 
I fenfible of. 1 am affured of God*8 mercy to me, 
through Jefus Chrift. O I how I long to die, and be 
with my Saviour !" He expired without a gi'oan, in 1680, 
in the thirty third year of his age. 

Mr. Brown, in his poem called Sunday thoughts, has 
thus defcribed the deatb of the earl of Rocheller l 
" Then, wkh a pladd fmile, and gufhing eyes, 
Fix'd on his Lord, a joy toa big for words, 
Full of calm confidence, and hope, and peace. 
He bow*d, ador*d, and on his breaft expir'd. 

Now, in the bleft fociety of feints. 

With the thron*d clafs, of pardon'd penitents,. 
(His brother mifcreant who on'Calvary nailM, 
Died near his God, and fifter Magdalen) 
The viftor fings the Lamb*8 triumphant iaog*. 
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——Leaving his impious life, hi* gwfly death, 
A monument, iA every age to ftand, 
For guiltieft finner, of redeeming power.** '' 
Burnetts Life of Rochejler, — JohnforCs Lives of the Pa- 

eis, — Power of Religion* — Parfons* Sermon on the 

death ofRochefier, 






Dr. NEHEMIAH GREW. 

Nehemiah Grew, a learned Englilh writer and phy* 
lician, was bom at Coventry ; his father, b celebrated non- 
conformift clergyman, was fettled at Su MichaePs parifh 
in that city. After educating his fon in his own princi- 
ples, he fent him to complete his fludies in one of the 
foreign univerfities, where he took the degree of do6tor 
of phyfic, and his merit foon prooired kim. extenfive prac- 
tice. 

In the year 1672, he came to London, and was cho- 
fen Fellow of the Royal Society ; a few years after, he 
was chofen their fecretary, and rendered himfelf eminent* 
ly ufeful by his virtues and talents. In 1680, he was ad- 
mitted an honorary Fellow of the College of phyficians 
in London. He was the author of feveral valuable works ; 
particularly, ** The Anatomy of Plants," folio, illuftrated 
wit! I eighty three very curious engravings. All his writ- 
ings are calculated to promote learning and piety. 

His laft produ6lion is entitled, "A Difcourfc of the 
Univerfe, &c." chiefly written to demonftrate the truth 
and excellence of the Bible. The author (hews in thi» 
work, that ** religion, fo far from being incoafifteut m^\3^> 
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id the bigheft point and perfedion of philofophj.'^ He 
died faddenly, on the 25th of March 171 z. 

The charaAer of Dr. Grew is fufficiently exhibited in 
his writings : for they breathe a fpirit of fincere piet jy 
and clearly evince, that his obje6t was to encourage and 
recommend religion, and render his knowledge fubfervient 
to the glory of God, and the good of mankind. 

Bntl/b Biography, 



JAMES BONNEL, Essi. 

James Bonnel, was bom at Geneva, in 1653, where 
his father then reiided, as a merchant. At the age 
of fourteen, he was fent to a philofophical fchool, in Ox- 
fordihire ; and afterwards to Catherine Hall, Cambridge. 
After his education at the univerfity was completed, he 
travelled to Holland and Flanders, as private tutor to a 
gentleman's fons ; and in 1684, went to Ireland as ac- 
countant general, in right of a patent granted to his de- 
ceafed father. He behaved in fo obliging a manner, in 
the difcharge of this office, as to acquire the efteem of the 
government, and the affedionate regard of all who were 
honoured with his intimacy. During the reign of James 
II. he neither deferted his employment, nor complied 
with the arbitrary meafures of the court. His continu- 
ance in office was highly advantageous to the proteflant 
intereft in Ireland ; for whatever he received out of his 
place, he literally diftributed among the poor, diftrefled 
proteftants ; he embraced every opportunity to relieve 
the injured; and boldly advocated their caufc; before 
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thofe who were in power. He lived to fee the revolution 
in England, which event afforded him the greatefl fatia- 
fa£iion. 

Mr. Bonnel had a very early fenfe of reli^on, which led 
hini toftudy the Pra6kice of Piety, at eleven years old, and 
toform his devotions on the plan, which is there prefcrihed. 

The influence of religious principles appeared confpic- 
uous in the whole' courfe of thi« excellent man's life. 
His charity was fo great, that he gave the eighth part of 
his yearly income to the poor. He wasapattemto all, for 
humility, meeknefs and contempt of the world. One of 
his intimate acquaintance declared, ** That he never knew 
him do a thing, or utter a word, that he would have wifh- 
cd undone, or unfaid, in the laft moments of his exiftence.'* 

Mr. Bonnel was diftinguifhed for his ability and exten- 
five information, as well as for the excellence of his moral 
and religious charaAer. He was mafter both' of the orna- 
mental and the neceifary parts of learning. He had a 
perfeft acquaintance with the Greek and Roman authors. 
Inphilofophy and oratory, he exceeded moft of his contem- 
poraries at the univerfity ; and had applied himfelf with 
fuccefs to mathematics and mufic. 

This pious man publifhed a number of meditations and 
prayers, which are inferted in his life ; and altered and im- 
proved a Harmony of the Gofp els, written by another hand. 

In the year 1 699, he was feized with a malignant fever, 
of which he died, comfortably depending on his Redeem- 
er's merits. A nea t marble monument was, by his reli6^, 
•redled to his memory. 

Biographia Brttanmcay Vol V. -^Defence ofExpen-* 
mental ReUf^ton^ VoL //, 
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Dr. BERNARD NIEUfFENTrT. 

Bernard NiEuwENTYXy an eminent Dutch philofo- 
plier and mathematician, was born Auguil lo, 1654, at 
WeftgraafdyJ^ in North Holland, of which pkce Ims fa- 
ther was miniften He difcovered a tafte for learning in 
his infancy ; and in partic\^lar, applied himfelf early to 
logic. Hence he proceeded to the mathematics, in which 
he made great proficiency ; but his application to that 
branch of learning did not deter him from ftudying both 
phyfic and law. He fucceeded in all thefe fciences, and 
became a good philofopher, a great mathematician, a cel- 
ebrated phyfician, and an able and juft magiftrate. 

Though naturally of a grave and ferious difpofition, his 
engaging manner conciliated the aiFe6Uon of thofe, with 
whom he converfed. Hence he acquired great eftcem and 
credit, in the council of the town of Pomevend, where he 
refided ; and alfo in the Hates of that province, who re- 
fpeded him more highly on account of his never engaging 
in any cabals or factions to fecure their good opinion. 
He was more attentive to cultivate the fciences than eager 
to obtain the honours of the government ; contenting him- 
felf with being counfellor and burgomafter of the town, 
without feeking any other pofts, which might interfere 
with his literary purfuits, died in 1730, leaving an 
excellent moral and religious character. 

Dr. Nieuwentyt evinced his firm belief in chriftianity, 
by a publication entitled, " The Religious Philofopher, 
or the Right Ufe of contemplating the Works of the 
Crcator,for the coftvidion of Atheifts and Infidels.*'* He 

* Dr, Nieuwentyt was the author of feverat other pablicatioai 
mitteaiM the Dutch Jan^agc. 
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declares in his preface, <* that the defign of writing thefe 
contemplations is, to convince atheifts of the wifdooit 
power, and goodnefs of God, the maker and ruler of all 
things ; and infidels, (who acknowledge a God, hut re- 
je6k the authority of divine revelation,) that the Scrip- 
tures are of more than human original ; and in this way^ 
to reprefent to both of them the right ufe of the contem- 
plation of the world ; and by turning their thoughts 
to the knowledge of nature, to lead them on to the true 
Actions of the Deity.'* 

General Biograpbical DiHionary, VoL XL^-^Nieu* 
wenfy^s Religio ui PUlofo^er • 



HENRT W. LUDOLPH, EiSb ■ 
Henry William Ludolph, a learned traveller, was 
a native of Enfurt, in Germany, and bom in 1655. ^^ 
was fon to George Henry Ludolph, a counfellor of that 
city, and nephew to the famous Job Ludolph, who had 
fome fhare in the care of his education, and the regulation 
of his ftudies* He thus became qualified for the poft he 
afterwards enjoyed, of fecretary to Mr. Lenthe, envoy 
from Chriftian V. king of Denmark, to the court of 
Great Britain. This gentleman, for his faithfulnefs and 
ability, recommended him afterwards to Prince George 
of Denmark, confort to Queen Anna, and in i68c^ he 
was appointed his fecretary. 

This ofiice he enjoyed feveral years, till he was feized 
with a violent diftemper, which incapacitated him for it. 
On this account he was difchargcd, with \Xxc i!!!lb^fi^»&^ cil 
a handfome penGon* 
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During his illnefs, his mind was ftrongly imprefled with 
a fenfe of divine things, which became permanent and 
influential : hence at his recovery, he formed the grand 
proje6^ of fpreading the gofpel in the Eaft. In 1693, he 
fet out for Ruffia, and a few years afterwards, vifited 
Smyrna, Conftantinople, Jerufalem, Cairo, Alexandria, 
&c. He returned in 1 700 i and after making eve^r pof- 
fible inquiry, into the ftate of religious knowledge in the 
£aft, and attentively coniidering the beft methods of im* 
proving it, he gave his ideas on thefe fubjeds to the fo- 
ciety for promoting chriftian knowledge. 

The deplorable ftate of chriftianity in the countries, 
through which hetrayelied> induced him in 1703, to pub- 
lifh the New Teftament, in vulgar Greek, and to make a 
charitable prefcnt of it to the Greek church. He fre- 
^ently expreffed his earneft wifhes, that the proteftant 
powers in Europe would fettle a college at Jerufalem, 
and in fome degree imitate the ardent zeal of the Roman 
catholics, who fpare no expenfe nor labour, to con vert oth- 
ers to their religion. He defired alfo, that fuch men as 
were defigned to live in that college, might be acquainted 
with the vulgar Greek, Arabic, and Turkifh languages ; 
and might, by univerfal love and charity, be^ qualified to 
fpread genuine chriftianity ; «* for many," faid he, " prop- 
agate their own particular fyftems; and take this to be 
the gofpel of Chrift." 

During the remainder of this excellent man's life, both 
his t^me and property, were liberally devoted to pious 
and charitable purpofes. He died Jan. 25, 1710, aged 
fifty four. 

Hepublilhed fcveral works on religious fubjcAs, partic- 
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nlarly, ** Confidenitions on the Intereft of the Churck 
Univcrfal," '^Apropofal, for promoting the caufe of Re- 
ligion, in the Churchesof the Lerant,'' and << Refle6Uoni 6m 
the prefent fta(te of the Chriftian Church/' 

Biographical DiSionary, Vgl* X.^^EMperU 
mental Religion^ Vol* II. 



JIOBERT NELSON, Es^. 

Robert KELsoNyEfq. a learned and pious Engli/h gea« 
pieman, was born at London 1656. His father dying 
when he was but two yeai:s old, he was committed to the 
care of his mother, and her brother, who was appointed hit 
guardian. He was firft fent to St. Paul's fchool in Lon- 
don ; but the principal part of his education was under a 
private tutor at his mother's houfe, from whence he wa» 
removed to Trinity College, in Cambridge, and admitted 
a fellow commoner. 

In 1 680, he was chofen a fellow of the Roy^l Society* 
The fame year, he fet out on his travels ; when he arriv- 
ed at Rome he formed an acquaintance with lady Theoph- 
ila Lucy, a woman of fine fenfe andunderftanding, whom 
he married after lus return to England, in 16S2. 

Mr. Nelfon was treated with the greateft diflinfkion ia 
all the foreign courts which he vifited ; nor was he lefs 
cfleemed in England, his acquaintance being generally 
amongfuch, as were moftremarkable for piety andleaming. 

He engaged with energy and zeal, in every public 
fchcme for the honour and intereft, as well -as for the 
ipreading of the faith, and promoting the pra&ic^oE \x>»t 
H 
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chriftianityy both at home and abroad, fereral propofals 
for building, repairing, and endowing chanty fchools, par- 
' ticularly. At his death, he left his whole eftate to pious 
and charitable ufes. 

Mr. Nelfon's conduft was exemplary in every fituation 
in life. Hi^ zeal to promote the caufe of religion, induc- 
ed him to publifh many books of a pious tendency, par* 
ticularly his « Companion for the feftivals and falls of the 
church of England.'* « The Whole Duty of a Chrif- 
tian.'* « Life of Bifhop Bull." « An Addrefs to per- 
fons of Quahty and Eftate.*' « Letter on Church Gov- 
ernment,*' &c. 

In the introduction to his companion for fafts and fefti- 
. vals, it is obfervedjthat "whoever reads thu book, will find 
St no fmall addition to the pleafure and advantage he 
fhall derive from it, to confider that it is the work of a 
fine gentleman, and one who never entered into holy or- 
ders, becaufe this will fliew what injuftice thofe do the 
chriftian religion, who reprefent it as a morofe, narrow 
fpirited inftitution, fit only to be pra£tifed by hermits 
and reclufes. 

" Mr. Nelfon*8 external qualifications of a comely perfon, 
a genteel deportment, and a handfome fortune were fo 
far from being inconfiiftent with that genuine fpirit of 
piety, which he always exhibited, that they were no fmall 
ornaments to it. Thefe endowments fecmed to make 
his virtue more amiable and captivating ; whilft his virtue 
made thofe endowments, which by themfelves are unwor- 
thy to be efteemed, appear as real accomplifhments.'* 
In his laft illnefs, Mr. Nelfon profeffeda firm affiance 
in the mercies of God through Jefus Chrift, and a full 
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affurance of hope in the divine promifes, by which he was 

enabled to die in peace and comfort. He refigned his 

life, in 17 14, aged fifty nine, and was interred in Lamb's 

Conduit Fields, where a monument is ereded to his 

memory. 

Biographical DiSlonary^ Vol. IL — ExperU 

mental Religion^ VoL //. 



Br. PHILIP HEC^UET. 

Philip Hecquet, a French phyfician of fingular merit 
and fkill, was bom at Abbeville, in 1 661, and pradifed 
firft in that city, then at Port Royal, and laftly at Paris. 
He was attached to the mod fimple mode or life ; and fo 
truly devout, that it is faid, he never prefcribed in doubt- 
ful cafes, without having a previous recourfe to prayer. 
In 1728, he retired to a convent of Carmelites in Paris, 
where he continued acceflible only to the poor, to whom 
he was a friend, a comforter, and a father. He died at the 
age of feventy fix. 

This illuftrious phyfician publifiied many profeffional 
works of much eftimation. His life has been written at 
large by M. le Fevre de St. Mare, and is no lefs edifying 
to chriftians than inftruAive to medical ftudents ; and 
clearly evinces his veneration for revealed religion. 

Biographical Diffionary^ VoL VI I L 



CHARLES ROLLIN. 
Charles Roll in, a Frenchman famo\is fot \i\% ^^•.. 
qxiCDcc and /kill in the Belles Lettres, was boxtv ?lX.'?«c\^> 
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Jan. 50th, 1 66 1. He early difcovcrcd a peculiar turn for 
literature, and his natural genius had all the advantages of 
a liberal education. He diftinguiftied himfelf at the uni- 
yeriity by his abilities and application, and eafily obtained 
the hril rank among his fellow ftudents. He ftudied rhet- 
oric in the college of PlelHs, under Mr. Herfan, who took 
him for his afUdant in 1683, ^°^ ^" 1687, gave up the 
chair to him.. The fucceeding year Herfaot with the 
king's approbation, refigned the profeflbrfhip of eloquence, 
in the royal college, to his beloved piipil RoUin. No 
man ever exercifed the funftions of this o£Gice with greater 
applaufe. He often made Latin orations to celebrate the 
memorable events of the times, and frequently accompanied 
them with poems, which were univerfally read and admired. 

In 1694, he was chofen re&ior of the univerfity, and 
continued in that office two years, which was then con- 
jidered as a greatmark of diftinftion. He made many very 
ttfeful regulations in the univeifity ; and particularly re- 
vived the ftudy of the Greek language, which was then 
much negleAcd. A large number of perfons who did 
lionour to the church, the ftate, and the army, were educat- 
ed under his dire6iion. 

After Rollin was removed from this office, he applied 
himfelf affiduoufly to ftiidy ; and being fo happy as to 
enjoy retirement, books, and a decent competence, he 
found leifure to compofe his treatife ** upon the manner of 
fludying and teaching the Belles Lettres.** This work 
was pubh(hed in two volumes, ip 1726, and two more in 
1728^, 8vo. This performance has been juftly applauded, 
for the fpirit of piety, which appears to hate animated the 
author. 
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Encouraged by the great fuccefs of this work, he un- 
dertook another of equal ufe and entertainment, viz. 
** The Ancient Hiftory of the Egyptians, Carthagenians, 
Babylonians, Medes and Perfians, Macedonians and ' 
Greeks," which he finifhed in thirteen volumes, 8vo. and 
publifhed between 1730 and 1738. Whilft the laft vdl- 
ume of his " Ancient Hiftory** was printing, he puWirt^ 
cd the firft of his " Roman Hiftory," which he lived to 
carry on through the eighth and part of the ninth volume. 
Mr. Crevier, his worthy pupil, continued the Hiftory and 
completed it, on his original plan, in fixteen volumes Bvo. 
All the works of RoUin have met with univetfal appro- 
bation ; and been tranilated into feveral languages. 

This excellent man 4icd Sept. 14, 1 741, in the eight- 
ieth year of his age. 

Rollift's charaAer, has been thus fummed up. " He 
was a man of an admirable compofition ; very ingenious, 
confummate in polite learning, of rigid morals and great 

piety.'' 

« We find in his works generous and exalted fenti- 
ments, a zeal for the good of fociety, a love of virtue, a 
veneration for Providence ; and in fhort every thing, 
though on profane fubjeds, fandified with a fpirit truly 
religious." 

This «elcbrated author was a firm believer in the .truth 
of divine revelation ; and whilft he exemplified the excel- 
Icnce of religion in his life and converfation, he eiideavour- 
ed by his writings to inculcate upon others the belief and 
practice of chriftianity. 

He even rendered his hiftoricalrefcarchesfubfervient t© 

this important purpofe, by making ^xcdkYi^:;^.^^^x^i^v^^ 
H2 
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•bfervatioBS on facred hiftory-y which he introduces in the 
following manner : 

" Sacred hiftory if very different firom all other hiftory 
whatever. The laft contains only human fads and tem- 
poral events ; and often full of uncertainty and contradic- 
tion. But the other is the hiftory of God himfelf, the 
Supreme Being ; the hiftory of his omnipotence, his infi- 
nite wifdom, his univerfal providence, his holinefs, his juf- 
tice, his mercy and all his other attributes fet forth under 
a thoufand forms, and difphyed by abundance of wonder- 
ful cffefts. 

** The book which contains sUthefe wonders is the moft 
ancient book in the world ; and the X)nly one before the 
eoming of the Mefliah, in which God has fhewn us, in a 
dear and certain manner, what he is, what we are, and for 
what ends defigned." 

General Biographical Hyioryf VqL XIII. 
Rollings Belles Lettres* 



WILLIAM MELMOrn, Etft, 

William Melmoth, a learned and worthy barrifter 
•f Lincoln's Inn, was bom in 1666. He foon became 
eminent in his profeffion, and was in conjun6tion with Mr. 
Pcerc Williams, the pufilifher of Vernon's Reports, under 
an order of the court of chancery. But the performance 
for which he juftly dcfervcs to be held in perpetual re- 
membrance is, " The Great Importance of a Religious 
Life." Seventy five thoufand copies of this work fold 
in a period of Icfs than twenty five years. Pe aiTcrts ia 
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tke preface tha^ << the defign of hit labour is to check the 
rage for fenfual pleafure ; and awaken in the minds of aa« 
thinking men a ferious fenfe of religion." 

The following concife account of Mr. MelmotVs char-' 
after, drawn by his fon, * is prefixed to this publication. 

It may add weight perhaps to the refleftions contain- 
ed in the following pages, to inform the reader that the 
author's Ufe was one uniform exemplar of thofe precept* 
which, with fo generous a zeal, and fuch an elegant and 
affefting fimplicity of ftyle, he endeavours to recommend 
to general praftice. He left others to contend for modes 
of faith, and enflame themfelves and the world with end- 
kfs controverfy : it was the wifer purpofe of his more en- 
nobled mind to aft up to thofe clear rules of conduftf 
which revelation has gracioufly prefcribed. He poffeiTed by 
temper, every moral virtue ; by reKgioB, every chriftiaa 
grace. He had an humanity, that melted at every dif- 
trefs ; a charity, which not only thought no evil, but fuf« 
pefted none. He exercifed his profeiSon, with a ikill and 
integrity which nothing could equal, but the difintereftsd 
motive that animated his labours, or the amiable modeily,^ 
which accompanied all his virtues. He employed his in* 
» duftry, not to gratify his own defires ; for no man in- 
dulged himfelf lefs ; not to accumulate ufelefs wealth ;. 
for no man more difdained fo unworthy a purfuit. It was. 
for the decent advancement of his family; for the generoua 
d£fi(lance of his friends, for the ready relief of the indigent. 
How often did he exert hi8diiUngui{hedabilities,yet refufe 
the reyirard of them, in defence of the widow, the father- 

* The traniUtor o£ Cicero and Plinyi and an ck^g»xv %cA ^S^asi^ 
gmibcd writen. 
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lefs, and him that had none to help I In a word, few have 
everpaffed amoreufefal, noranyonea more blamelefs life ; 
and his whole time was employed either m doing goody 
or in meditating it. He died on the 6th of April, 1 743, 
and lies buried under tkecloifter of Lincoln^s Inn Chapel/^ 
Biographical DiSionary^ FoL X 



Dr. HERMAN B OERHAAVE. 

Herman Boerhaatb, one of the greateft phyficians, 
as well as the bell of men, was bornDecember 31ft, 1668, 
at Veerhout, a fmall village in Holland, near Leyden» 
His father, who was bimfelf a clergyman, intended hi» 
fon for divinity, and with this view taught him the rudi- 
sients of learning. In 1682, he was fent to the public 
fchool at Leyden ; and at the conclufion of the year wai- 
admitted into thehigheft clafs, whence it is cuftomary after 
fix months, to be removed to the univerfity. At thir 
jundure his father died, and left a numerous family with 
a very flender provifion. The perplexities Boerhaave had 
to encounter in early life multiplied, and at the age of fix- 
teen, he found himfelf without parents, proteAion, advice^ 
or fortune. Notwithftanding thefe difadvantages, he 
was admitted to the univerfity, where he was particularly 
noticed by a friend of his father, one of the profeffors of 
divinity, who procured him the patronage of the burgo^ 
mafter of Leyden. Thus encouraged, he affiduo»^y ap- 
plied himfelf to ftudy, and made an uncommon proficiency 
in the various branches of fcience. In 1690, he took a 
degree in philofophy. In his tbefls on this occafion> 
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with great ftrength of argument, be confuted the fyftemt 
of Epicurus, Hobbes, and Spinoza, and equally raifed the 
chara6ier of his piety and erudition. 

After having laid a folid foundation in all other parts of 
learning he proceeded to divinity, under the profcffon 
Trigland and Spanheim ; the firft of whom gsPve lefturet 
on Hebrew antiquities ; the fecond, on ecclefiaftical liif- 
tory. Above all, he diligently applied himfelf to the 
ftudy of the fcriptures, which he firft read in their original 
language, and when difficulties occurred, confulted the 
interpretation of the moft ancient fathers, whom he read 
in order of time, beginning with Clemens Romanus. But 
as the ftudy of nature alfo engaged his attention, he pe« 
rufed the heft medical writers, and at length determined 
to take his degree in phyfic, previouJfly to his entering 
upon the duties of the mini ft ry. He propofed when he 
had made himfelf mafter of the whole art of medicine, and 
obtained the honour of a degree in that fcience, to petition 
regularly for a licenfc to preach, and engage in the cure of 
fouls 5 and intended in his theological exercifes to difcufs 
this queftion, *< Why fo .many were formerly converted 
to chriftianity by illiterate perfons ; and fo few at prefenty 
by men of learning." But finding a formidable oppofi- 
tion*raifed againft his defign of affuming the chara£ter of 

' * This oppofition was raifed by the following incident : In a paf- 
ftige boat where Boerhaave happened to be, fome dilute was acci^ 
dentally ftartedaboat the dodriae of Spmoza, as fubverfive of al( re- 
igion ; and one of the paflengers who exerted himfelf moft, oppofing. 
to this phibfopher's pretended mathematical demonftrations only tht. 
. I»u4 iBTe^T^Qf a blixtd zeal, Boerhaave aOcfcdl^ c^&iE^^^^ 
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a divine, he relioquiflied the idea smd applied himfelf.to 
his medical ftudies, with new ardour and alacrity. 

This illudrious perfooi whofe name afterwards fpread 
throughout the world, and who left at his death ahove 
;^^oo,ooo, could at this time barely gain a fubfiftence by 
his labours, and was obliged to teach the mathematics to 
obtain neceiTaries. 

Boerhaave began the pra£kice of phyiicin 1693, and 
his merit being at length difcovered, manypowerful friends 
patronized him, and procured him three valuable employ- 
ments. The firft was profeflbr of medicine in the univer- 
fity of Leyden ; the fecond that of profeflbr of chem- 
iftry, and the third that of profeflbr of botany. The 
Academy of Sciences at Paris, and the Royal Society of 
London, ele6led him a member of their refpedlive bodi- 
ics. The city of Leyden became in his time the fchpol 
of Europe for the fciences, as well as medicine and botany. 
All the princes of Europe committed pupils to his care, 
who found in this fkilful profeflbr not only an indefatiga- 
ble teacher, but even a tender father, encouraging them 
in their labours, confoling them in their afflidions, and re- 
lieving them ill their wants. When Peter the Great went 
to Holland, in 17 15, to inftruft himfelf in maritime af- 
fairs, he alfo attended Boerhaave to receive his leflbns. 

cr he had ever read the works of the author he decried." The 
orator was at once ftruck dumb, and fired with lilent refentment. 
Another paffenger whifpered theperfon next him to learn Boerhaave's 
name, and took it down in his pocket book ; and as foon as he ar- 
rived at Leyden, reported every where, that Boerhaave was become 
»$piofliUL 
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His rej^utation was fpread as laras China. A Manda- 
rine wrote to him with this infcription, ** To the illuftri- 
ridus Boerhaave, phyflcian in Europe/' which came regu- 
larly to him. The city of Leyden raifed a monument to 
the falutary genius of Boerhaave. It confiils of an urn 
upon a pedeftal of black marble ; fix heads^ four of which 
rcprefent the four ages of life ; and two, the fciences in 
which this great man excelled, from a group iifuing be- 
tween the urn and its fupporters. The capital of the bafi» 
is decorated with a drapery of white marble, in which the 
artift has given the different eniblems of diforders and their 
remedies. Above, upon the furfece of the pedeflal; is 
the medallion of Boerhaave, at the extfemity of the frame 
a ribband difplays his favorite motto, 

' « TRUTH UNARRAYED.** 

This eminent man united to an uncommon genius and 
extraordinary talents, thofe qualities of the heart, which 
rendered them fo valuable to fociety. He made a decent, 
fimple and venerable appearance, particularly when age 
had changed the colour* of his hair. The aftivity of hi$ 
mindfparkledinhiseyes. Hewas an eloquent orator, and 
declaimed with dignity and grace. He taught very method- 
ieaily and with great precifion ; and his auditors always 
regretted that his difcourfcs were fo foon finifhed. He 
would fometimes give them a lively turn with railery ; but 
his railery was refined and ingenuous ; and it Enlivened 
the fubjeft of which he treated, without any thing feverc 
or fatirical. A declared foe to all excefs, he confidered 
decent mirth as the fait of life ; he was always cheerful, 
and defirous of promoting every valuable cud o€ tcstw^W 
tion ; communicative yet modefty zeslou^ t5ao>3i^ ^^^-^ 
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cover tlie reafon of his determination ; and this he ae^ 
counted the firft and moft inviolable duty of a chriftian. 
The literary, moral, and religious excellence- of thi* 
great man's charader could not exempt him from enemies ; 
but he never regarded calumry nor detraction. He ufcd 
to fay " that the furcft remedy againft fcandal, is to live 
it down, by perfcverance in well doing, and by praying to 
God, that he would cure the diftempered minds of thofe 
who traduce or injure us.'* Being afked by one of his 
friends^ who had often admired his patience under great 
provocations, by what means he had fo entirely fupprefled 
his impetuous and ungovernable paflion of anger ; he an- 
fwered with the utmoft franknefs and fmcerity, " that he 
was naturally full of refentment ; but that he had by dai- 
ly prayer and meditation at length attained to this* com- 
mand over his paffions." 

In his laft illnefs, which was extremely lingering, pain- 
ful, and affliHive, his conftancy and firmnefs did not for- 
fake hini. He neither intermitted the neceflary cares of 
life, nor forgot the proper preparation for death. About 
three weeks before his diffolution, when one of the moft 
learned and exemplary divines attended him to his coun- 
try houfe, the doftor defired his prayers, and afterwards 
entered upon a moft remarkably judicious difcourfe upon 
the fpiritual and immaterial nature of the foul 5 and this 
he illuftrated with wonderful perfpicuity, Uy a defcription 
of the effeAs that the infirmities of the body had upon 
his faculties, which yet they did not opprefs nor vanquifti ; 
but his foul was always mafter of itfelf, and always re- 
figned to the pleafure of its maker ; and then he added, 
•<iic who loves God ought to think nothing defitablc, but 
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what 18 moft pleafing to the fupreme goodnefs.'^ Thcfe 
his fentiments were realized by his condud at this trying 
period. As death approached nearer, he was fo far from 
terrour or confufion, that he feemed lefs fenfible of pain and 
more cheerful. He died on the 25th of September, 1738, 
in the feventieth year of his age $ much honoured and la- 
mented. His funeral oration was fpoken in Latin, before 
the univerfity of Ley den, to a very numerous audience. 
His works were publifhed in I779» in five quarto volumes; 
John/on' s mrks.Vol. IV.— Encyclopedia, Vol. IIL^ 
HutchtnJofC s Btographta Medica, Vol /. 



Sir peter KI^G. 

Peter King, chancellor of England, and famous for 
his ecclefiaftical learning, as well as his knowledge in the 
law, was born in 1669, at Exeter in Devonftiire. His fa- 
ther, who was a refpedable grocer in that city, had deter- 
mined to bring him up in his own trade. However, as 
his fon's inclination was ftrongly bent to learning, he ex- 
pended all the money he could fpare in books, and devoted 
every moment of his leifure hours to ftudy ; and by this 
method became an excellent fcholar before the public was 
apprized of his improvement. His acquaintance with 
Mr. Locke, wiio was- his uncle by his mother's fide, was 
very advantageous to him. That gentleman being great* 
ly furprifed and pleafed with the prodigious advances his 
nephew had made in literature^ advifed him to go and per- 
k€t himfelf at Leyden ; and it is faid to have been by his 
pdvice that Mr. King afterwards €^teTcd\l\tnl^^&^^^x^^'cc^ 
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in the Inner Temple, and applied himfelf to the law, m 
which profeffion his great parts and inde&tigable induftry 
fbon rendered him famous. 

In the mean time, hegaveaproof of uncommon learning, 
bypublifhing in 1691, when ©nly twenty two years old^ 
the firft part of a work entitled, " An Inquiry into the 
Cbnftitution, Discipline, Unity, and Worfhip •f the Prim- 
itive Church that flourifhed within the firft three hundred 
years after Chrift, faithfully colleaed out of the extant 
writings of thofe ages.'* This was written with a view to 
promote the fcheme of a comprehenfion with the diffen- 
ters : and the author Has abundantly fhewn that fpirit of 
peace, unity, and moderation, which he recommends in a 
very powerful manner to all the parties concerned. He af- 
terwards publifhed the fecond part of the Inquiry into the 
Conftitutions, &c. In 1702, he gave the world the " Hif- 
tory of the Apoftle's creed," with critical obfervations oh 
its feveral articles. 

Mr. King had not been many years at the Temple 
when he. had acquired as high a reputation for his 
knowledge in law, as he had before for his knowledge 
in divinity ; fo that in 1 699, he obtained a feat in the 
houfe of commons, which was continued to him, not only 
in the enfuing, which was the laft parliament of Ring Will- 
iam, but in the five fucceeding parliaments of Queen Anne. 

In a few years his abilities as a lawyer procured him the 
higheft honours. July 1708, he was chofen recorder of 
London 5 and knighted by the queen, September follow- 
ing. Upon the acceffion of George 1. he was appointed 
lord chief juftice of the court of common pleas, and foon 
after fworn of the privy council. He was created a peer 
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in 17259 by the title of Lord King, Baron of Oakham in 
Surrey ; and the grand feal was delivei-ed to him the firft 
of June following. H^ took extraordinary pains in the 
difcharge of his office^' which, impairing his conflitution by 
degrees, brought him at laft into a paralytic diforder, of 
which he died July 22, 1734. The motto under hi« 
coat of arms is, " Labor ipfe Voluptas,'* which was 
thought tQ be chofen by him with great propriety, as being 
the charaderiftic of his nature, although he poflefied very 
uncommon abilities. 
r He appears from his life and writings to have entertain- 
ed the highcft veneration for the chriftian religion ; and 
to have been diftinguiflied for virtue and piety, as well at 
for the variety and extent of his information. 

General Biographical DiUlonaryf Vol. IX* 



JOSEPH ADDISON, JSs^. 

Joseph Addison was born May ift, 1672, at Mil- 
ton in Wiltfliire, England, where his father Dr. Lancelot 
Addifon was reftor. His domeftic education, firom the 
charader of his father, may be reafonably fuppofed to have 
given him ftrong impreffions of piety. 

He was entered into Queen College, 1689, where he 
affiduoufly applied himfelf to claffical learning, and firft^ 
Acquired fame by his Latin compofitions. He was very 
ardently foliclted, while at the univerfity, to enter into 
holy orders, and once appeared refolved to make divinity 
his prof^ffion ; but his great modefty inclining him t^^ 
doubt his abilities, he receded from this cbaic^ 
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After Addifon left the univerfity, he received an an-^ 
BBal penfion, whkh enabled him to make a tour of the 
different countries of Europe. He returned to England 
in 1702, and publifted hia travels. He foon acquired 
diftinguifhed fame as an author ; his poems have been ad- 
mired for their elegance ; his profe has been confidered as 
the model of the middle ftyle, not formal or grave, not 
groveling on light occaiions; pure with out fcrupulofity, and 
exa6fc without apparent elaboration ; alvirays agreeable, and 
always eafy, without glowing woids or pointed fcntences. 

In early life he contraded an intimate friendfhip with 
Sir Richard Steele ; and when that gentleman commen- 
ccd the Tatler, voluntarily lent his aiOriftancc. After theTat- 
ler was completed, in concert with Steele, be publifhed the 
Spe6fcator, a feries of eflays of a fimilar kind ; but written 
upon a more regular plan, and publifhed daily. The pa- 
pers which Addifon wrote were particularly applauded. 
It has been obferved, that before the Tatler and Spec- 
tator, " if the writers for the theatre are excepted, En- 
gland had no matters of common life.. No writers had 
yet undertaken to reform either the favagenefs of negledl, 
or the impertinence of "civility ; to fhew when to fpeak 
or to be filent ; how to refufe or how to comply. We 
had many books to teach us our more important duties, 
and to fettle our opinions in philofophy or politics ; but a 
judge of propriety was yet wanting. Addifon was; ad- 
mirably qualified for this office. He had converfed with 
many different claffes of men. He had read with critical 
eyes the important volume of human life, and knew the 
heart of man, from the depths of ftratagem to the furface 
©faffeaation.'* 
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In the year 1 7 1 3, another daily paper called the Guar- 
dian, was pobHflied by Steele, to which Addifon gave 
great affiftance. He alfo publifhed hia admired Tragedy 
of Cato ; the ^ Whig Examiner,'' and other pieces on 
political fubjeds. 

In 1 7 16, he married the Countefs Dowager of War* 
wick. The year after, he was made fecretary of ftate j 
but it is generally allowed, he was not well calculated for 
that ftation ; being ho orator, he could not harrangue ia 
the houfe of commons in defence of the government. He 
foon relinqui(hed this office, and obtained a penfion of 
^1500 per annum. He now returned to his vocation^ 
and began to plan literary occupations for his future life. 
Addifon gave abundant proofs of his belief of 
chriftianity, which he always mentions with veneration in 
all his writings. After he relinquifhed his office, he en- 
gaged in «L noble Work, " A Defence of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion,'* of which part*Vas pubhflied after his death ; and 
he defigned to have made a. new poetical verfion of the 
Pfalms. , 

The pradice of this excellent man was agreeable t^ hit 
profeffion ; amidft that ftorm of fadion in which moft of 
his life was pafTed, though his ftation made him confpicu- 
ous, and his activity rendered him formidable, the char- 
after given him by his friends was never contradifted by 
bis enemies : of thofe with whom intereft or opinion 
united him, he had not only the efteem, but the kindnefs f 
and of others, whom the violence of oppofition drove 
againft him, though he might lofe the love, he retained 
the reverence. 
The manner of his death is tbic bc& QommttiX qu \a^v 
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life ; and is thus related by Dr. Young. << After a long 
and patient, but vain ftruggle with his mortal diforder, 
he difmifTed his phyficians, and with them all hopes of life ^ 
but his regard for the living was as warm as in his gay- 
eft, happieft hours. The young earl of Warwick, his 
fon in law, <* was hurried away by youthful paffions,*' and 
Addifon had endeavoured in vain to reclaim him. He 
fent for him, when the flame of life was juft glimmering in 
the focket — The earl came, and after a decent paufe, 
•< Dear Sir, you fent for me I believe, and hope you have 
fome commands j I (hall hold them moft facred/' For- 
cibly grafping his hand, Addifon foftly replied, " See in 
what peace a chrlftlan can die.'* He articulated this with 
difRculty. His pulfc forgot to beat-^He expired."* 

Dr. Johnfon obferves, that "Asa teacher of wifdom 
Addifon may be confidently followed. His religion has 
nothing in it enthuiiailic or fuperftitious ; he appears nei- 
ther weakly credulous nor wantonly fceptical ; his mor- 
ality is neither dangeroufly lax nor impradicably rigid. 
All the enchantment of fancy, and all the cogency of ar- 
gument are employed to recommend to the reader his real 
intereft, the care of pleafing the author of his being. 
Truth is (hewn fometimes in the phantom of a vifioa; 
fometimes appears half veiled in an allegory j fometimes 
attracts regard in the robes of fancy, and fometimes fteps 
forth in the confidence of reafon. She wears a thoufand 
dreffes, and in all is pleafing." 

It is remarked by Mr. Tickel, that " he employed wit on 
thefideof virtue and religion." Henotonlymade the prop- 
er ufe of wit himfeif, but taught it to others ; and from his 
time it has been generally fubfefvicnt to .the caufe of rea* 
*Junei7,i7i9» 
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fbn and of truth. He has diflipated the prejudice that had 
long connefted gaiety with vice, and eafmefs q( manners 
with laxity of principles. He has reftored virtue to its 
dignity, and taught innocence not to be afhamed. This 
is an elevation of literary chara6ler above all Greek, a- 
bove all Roman fame. No greater felicity can genius attain, 
than that of having purified intellcdual pleafure, feparated 
mirth from indecency, and wit from licentioufnefs ; of 
having taught afucceffion of writers to bring elegance and 
gaiety to the fide of goodnefs ; and if I niay ufe cxpref- 
fions yet moreawful, ofh^wingturned many to rtghteoufnefs?^ 
Biographta Brttannica^ VoL L — Jobnfon^s Lives of the 
PoeU, — Toung's Worts. - 



LORD BARRINGTON. 

John Shut E, a learned and ingenious author, was dc- 
fcended from worthy anceftors, who were diitinguifhed for 
their zeal in the caufe of liberty. He was born in 1678 ; 
and early exhibited an extraordinary genius, which was 
improved by a pious and liberal education. Having com* 
pleted his academical exercifes at Utrecht, he returned to 
England, and ftudied law at the Inner Temple. At the 
age of twenty four, hejwas applied to by Queen Anne's 
whig miniftry to engage the prefbyterians in Scotland to 
favour the important meafure then in agitation, of a union 
of the two kingdoms. His fuccefsful execution of this ar« 
duous employment was rewarded by the place of commif<» 
fioner of the cuftoms in 1 708. Se^enl otZbec We^ssKcdo^ 
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and profitable employments were offered him» which he de- 
clined to accept. 

His happy talent in converfation rendered him extremely 
agreeable to perfons of tafte and information. He was 
highly efteemed by Mr. Locke, Newton, and other emi- 
nent men ; and was adopted by two gentlemen of large 
eflate and diftinguifhed worth ; from the latter of whom, 
JFrancis Barrington, Efq. he took the name of Barrington, 
and was created a peer of Ireland by George 1. From a 
juft perfuafion of his inflexible attachment to the civil and 
lehgious liberties of his country, he was chofen a member 
of parliament ; and zealoufly laboured for the extenfion of 
liberty and rational religion. 

Lord Barrington generally attended divine worfhip, and 
received the facrament with the diffenters. The interefts 
of virtue and piety were ever near his heart, and the con- 
templations which afforded him the higheft pleafure were 
of the Supreme Being, his moral government, particular 
providence, and difpenfations to mankind. After his retire- 
ment from public employments, he devoted hi» time to the 
ftudy of the facrcd oracles. He died at his feat in Berk- 
fhire, after a fhort illnefs, December 4, 1734, in thefixty 
fixth year of his age. 

This excellent man evinced by his writings, that he had 
ftudiedthe Scriptures with great attention. In 1725, he 
publifhed in two volumes, his Mifcellanea Sacra ;* or a new 
method of confidering fo much of the hiftory of the Apof- 

* His fon. Dr. Shute Barrington, biihop of Salifbury, in 1776, re- 
publifhed his &ther*s ^fifcellanea Sacra, intbr^ v^uDKSiwith many 
MMmioBi mi improYoa^nt^ 
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ties, as is contained in the Scripture ; in an abftrad of their 
hiftory, an abridgement of that abflrad, and four critical 
efTays. In this work the author has traced the methods 
taken by the apoftles and firft preachers of the gofpel for 
fpreading chriftianity, and explained the feveral gifts of the 
fpirit, by which they were enabled to difcharge their office. 
Thefe he improved into an argument for the trnth of the 
chriftian religion ; which is faid to have ftaggered the in* 
fidelity of Mr. Anthony CoUins. In 1725, he publifhed 
<* An Effay on the feveral Difpenfations of God to man- 
kind, in the order in which they lie in the Bible ; or a fhort 
fyftem of the Religion of Nature and Scripture, &c.*' 
In 1 731, he gave the world a Difcourfe of Natural and 
Revealed Religion, and the relation they bear to each other. 

It has been obfcrved, that " as a writer in theology he 
had great merit, and contributed much to the diifufing of 
that fpirit of free fcriptural criticifm, which has fince been 
adopted among all denominations of chriflians. As his at« 
tention was chiefly direfted to the ftudy of divinity, he had 
a ftrong fenfe of the importance of free inquiry on rehg- 
ious fubjeds." 

Lord Barrington not only defended the truth of chrif- 
tianity by his writings ; but eameftly endeavoured to con- 
form his life to its precepts. His conjugal friendftiip and 
affedion were inviolable and manly ; he was a tender pa- 
rent, and particularly attentive to the religious education 
of his children ; he was a zealous friend ; and exhibited 
the chriftian fpirit of forgiving injuries ; in ihort, he was 
a ftrift obferver of the laws of God and his cou^^try ; a 
ihining example of fobriety, regularity, and juftice ; a 
terrour to evil doers j a raoft beneficttvt ]fi8Xl,ttxv ol^?K\^- 
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cd virtue^ and an able advocate for the juft and natural 
rights of mankind ; religious without enthufiafmy zealous 
without bigotry, and learned without pedantry. The 
•excellence of his life,, and his vindication of divine Reve- 
lation unite to render his name immortaL 

General Biographical DlBionary^ VoL IL'^European 
Magazine f for 1 7 90 and 1791. 



LoRB President FORBES. 
Duncan Forbes, an eminent Scottifh lawyer, was 
born at CuUoden, in the county of Invernefs, in the year 
1685, and educated in the univerfity of Edinburg, whence 
he removed to Utrecht, and afterwards to Paris, where he 
ftudied the civil law. He returned in 17 10, to Scotland^ 
and was called to the bar in the court of feffion. His 
abilities as an advocate were foon noticed, and he obtain- 
ed great praAice. In 17 17, he was appointed folicitor 
general of Scotland. In 1722, he was returned member 
for the county of Invernefs ; and in 1725, was promot- 
ed to the dignity of lord advocate. He was farther ad- 
vanced in 1742, to be lord prefident of the court of fef- 
fion, in which higj^ ftation he aAed with fuch integrity, 
that he was efteemed^and honoured by his country. Dur- 
ing the rebellion in 1745, ^"^ ^> he ufed the utmoft of 
his power to oppbfe the pretender, and mortgaged his 
cftate to fupport the government. With great reafon he 
applied to the miniftry for a repayment of thofe expences 
which he had incurred by his loyalty, and their refufal is 
faid to have operated fo ftrongly upon his mind, as to 
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produce a fever, of which he died in 1747, at the age oi 
fixty two. 

His writings are chiefly on theological fubjefts, 
without any reference to his profeifion. He publifhed 
« Thoughts on Rehgion ; " « A Letter to a Biftiop j*' 
and " Reflections on Incredulity," in two volumes. 

This great man has obferved, that " Nothing can give 
OS fuch a deteftation of fin, and fuch a fenfe of the 
goodnefs of God, and of our obligations to holinefs, as a 
right underftanding and Arm belief of the chriftian re- 
ligion." 

Biographical Di8ionary^ VoU ^/.-— 
Power of Religion, 



Col. JAMES GARDNER. 

In the life of Colonel Gardner we fee a diftinguifhcd 
officer, who, being reclaimed from early impiety by a mem- 
orable interpofition of divine grace, exhibited in his life 
and converfation a ftriking proof of the importance of re- 
ligion to the military charader. It adds real dignity, 
and infpires the nobleft magnanimity and courage. 
This chriftian hero was a zealous advocate for the truth 
of revealed religion, which induced the compiler to infert 
the following flcetch in this coUeftion. 

Jambs Gardner, thefon of Captain Patrick Gardner, 
was born at Carricjen, in Linlithgowfhire, on the loth of 
January, 1687. His father died when he was very young, 
and the care of his education devolved upon his mother, 
who inftruded him with great tenderuet atv^^S^^\Q^N.viL 
K 
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the principles of chriftianity. In the mean time the cul- 
tivation of his mind was not neglected ;^ he was fent to the 
fchool in Linlithgow, where he made a very confidera- 
ble progrefs in the languages, but his fituation prevented 
him from continuing thpfe ftudies. 

He difcovered an inclination for a military life even in 
his childhood ; and very early ferved as a cadet. At 
fourteen years old he bore an cnfign's commiifion in a 
Scotch regiment in the Dutch fervice ; in which, he con- 
tinued till the year 1 702, when he was made an enfign by 
Queen Anne: In the nineteenth year of his age, he was 
dangeroufly wounded Jn the battle of Ramillies, and tak- 
en prifoner by the French. His liberty being at length 
regained by the exchange of prifoners, and his health re- 
flored, he for fcveral years .purfued a courfc of vicious in- 
dulgencies ; yet notwithftanding the immorality of his 
condu6:, he approved himfelf fo well in his military char- 
adler, as to obtain frequent promotions. He cnjqyed 
the favour of the earl of Stair, and was made his aid 
de camp. Upo» his lordfhips being fent abafladour to 
the court of France^ Captain Gardner accompanied him ; 
and continued, with fmall interruption, in Paris fojr^feveral 
years. This period was the gaycft, and probably the 
mod criminal part of his life. He was now in the bloom 
of youth, bleffed with a ftrong conilitution, endowed with 
fine perfonal accompHfhments, and furrounded with a 
large circle of diffipated companions ; yet the reproac'.i- 
cs of his confcience embittered all his enjoyments. Hence 
when fome of his dilToIute companions were once congrat- 
ulating him on his diftinguiftied felicity, a dog happening 
9t that time to enter the room, he could not forbear 
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groaning inwardly, and faying to himfelf* « O that I were 
that dog !" Upon this occafion, his friend and biographer. 
Dr. Doddridge, obfervcs, " Such was then his hap'pinefs ; 
and fuch perhaps is that of hundreds more, who bear 
themfelves higheft in the contempt of religion, and glory 
in that infamous fervitude, which they aifed); to call kber* 

ty." 

He was however never a fceptic ; but retained a fecret ap» 
prehenfion that natural and revealed religion was founded in 
truth. Some remaining principles of a good education had 
not wholly loft their effc£^ upon his mind ;. hence his con- 
tinual negled of the great author of his being oocafioned 
him, in his moments of involuntary rcfle6bion, inexpreffible 
remorfe, and he would often rcfolve to reform ; but his 
t refolutions were rendered abortive by the foi:ce of recent 
temptation. 

At length he was in an aftonifhing manner induced to. 
relinquifh the whole line of his former condiidl. In one 
memorable night (in July, 17 19) on which the major^ 
(which was then his rank;) had made an aflignation witk 
a married lady, he was amufing himfelf with a religious 
book, which his pious mother had without his knowledge 
flipt into his portmanteau, when fuddeuly he thought he 
faw a gleam of light fhine on his book ; and looking up- 
ward, he imagined he beheld, as it were fufpended in the 
air, a vifible reprefe ntaiion of the Lord Jefus Chrift upon, 
the crofs, furrounded on all fides with a glory j* and wai. 

♦ That the impreflion made upon his mind was in a dream, is fuf- 
ficiently intimated to be the opinion of Dr. Doddridge, though thc' 
ColoAel himfelf believed it to 1)e a miraculous viliou* Dv Yo^Y^gAs^ 
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imprefTed as if a voice, or fomething equivalent to a voice, 
had faid to him to this e£Fe6l, ** O finner, did I fuffer this 
for thee, and are thefe the returns !'* iFrom this period 
there appeared a permanent change is his chara6ier and 
behaviour ; and he became, and continued during the re- 
mainder of his life, a bright example of uniform virtue and 
piety. 

He now exerted that heroic courage, which he had 
formerly difplayed in his military capacity, in a new kind 
of combat ; and fct up his ftandard, upon all occafions, 
againft principles of infidelity and practices of vice, as 
boldly as he ever planted his colours, when he bore them 
with fo much honour in the field. 

As a fpecimen of the energy with which he defended 
the divine authority of the Scriptures, Dr. Doddridge re- 
lates that, " a gay and fafhionable lady, who had imbibed 
and advocated the principles of deifm, challenged the ma- 
jor to a debate upon the fubjefk. He opened the conver- 
fation with an attempt to prove that the apoftles were not 



in his Life of Doddridge, remarks that, " As a dream it may very 
rationally be accounted for, from the predifpoiing circumftances. He 
had received a ftridlly pious education ; he had never rejedked the . 
principles, though he had departed from the pradice of chriftianity ; 
he often felt the anguilh of his courfe of life ; he was alone in the fol- 
cmn {lillnefs of the_night ; a religious book happened to be opened by 
him ; the dreadful crime in which he was going to engage flaflied up* 
on his confcience. Falling aileep in this agitation of his fpirits, a dream 
followed, accommodated to his waking reflet^ions. Nor was he, on 
this account, the lefs indebted to the goodnels of Divine Providence 
for the happy and effectual change that was produced in his diipoil- 
tlojj and condu^'* 
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miftaken themfelves, and that they could not have intended 
to impofe upon us in the accounts they give of the great 
fails they atteft ; with the truth of which fads, that of the 
chriftian religion is moft apparently conne&ed. And it 
was a great encouragement to him to find, that unaccuf-- 
tomed as he was to difcourfes of this nature, he had an 
Uiiufual command of thought and expreffion ; fo that he 
recoil e6led and uttered every thing as he could have wifli- 
ed. Thelady heard him with attention, and when he 
had finifhed, produced fome of her objections, which he 
canvaffed in fuch a manner, that at length fhe burll into 
tears, allowed the force of his arguments and replies, and 
appeared fo deeply imprefled with the converfation, that 
there is reafon to believe fhe was deterred from^ ever ag?iia 
appearing und^r the charafter of an unbeliever or fceptic.. 

In the year 1724, he married Lady Frances Erfkinei 
an amiable and pious woman, with whom he enjoyed the 
greateft degree of domeftic happinefs. A few years af- 
ter this connexion, he was promoted to tlTe rank of lieu- 
tenant colonel. His condudl as an officer was truly ex- 
emplary ; he took remarkable care to maintain good dif- 
cipline ; s^nd knew how to reconcile *the tendernefs of a- 
faithful and condefcending friend^ with the authority of ar 
commander. He ufed the moft energetic exertions ta 
fupprefs profanenefs in the army ; and his zeal on this oc- 
cafion was remarkably fuccefsful. He was alfo diftin- 
guilhed for his charity to the poor ; and for his ardent 
affedion and fteady attachment to his friends. 

In 1 743, he received a colonel's commiffion over a regi- 
ment of dragoons, which was then quartered in his ovva 
neighbourhood. • When he apprehtudtd lift ^<:i>aX.^ Wi\N.. 
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be called to hazard his life in the field, that heroic con- 
tempt of death, which he had often difcovered in the midd 
of former dangers, was exhibited in his difcourfe with fed- 
eral of his intimate friends. He had often exprefTed hi9 
defire, " that if it were the will of God, he might have 
fome honourable call to facrifice his life in defence of re- 
ligion and the liberties of his country 5** hence, when it 
appeared moil probable that he miglit be called to it im- 
mediately, he met the fummpns with the greateft alacrity. 
He valiantly fell at the head of his regiment, at the bat- 
tle of Prefton Pans, September 21, 1745, aged fifty fix 
years. The remains of this chriftian hero were interred 
Sept. 24, at the parifh church in Travent, where he had 
ufually attended divine fervice with great folemnity. 
Doddridge* s Life of Colonel Gardner* 



CHARLES BONNET, Es^. 

Charles Bonnet, a learned and ingenious author, was 
born in the year 1 693. He was defcended from a French 
family, who being compelled on account of their religious 
principles, to emigrate from their native country, eflablifh- 
cd thcmfelves at Geneva, in the year 1572. At a very 
early period, he recompenfed his father's afliduity in his 
education, by the amiablenefs of his difpolition, and the 
rapid progrefs he made ia general literature. When he 
was about fixteen, he applied himfelf with great avidity 
to the ftudy of natural hiftory, and made many curious 
experiments. 

In compliance with his father'^ defires, he applied him- 
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fcif, though with reUidance, to the ftudy of the law ; and 
in the year I743> obtained the degree of doAor of laws. 
The fame year he was admitted a fellow of the Royal So- 
ciety. He ftill continued attentive to natural hiftory, and 
publiftied a number of valuable works upon that fubjeft. 

In the year 1783, he was elefted honorary member of 
the Academy of Sciences at Paris ; and of the Academy 
of Sciences at Berlin. 

Mr. Bonnet entertained the utmoft averfion to contro- 
verfy ; and thought no advantages obtained by it could 
recompenfe for the want of repofe. Hence he never an- 
fwered remarks that were made to the prejudice of his 
writings, but left the decifion to the public ; yet he was 
ever ready to acknowledge his errours, and fincerely grate- 
ful to every one who contributed to the perfcAion of his 
works. 

This excellent man delighted in retirement, and every 
hour was devoted to the improvement of his mind. His 
laft years were fpent in the fame rural fituation, where he - 
had paffed the greateft part of his early life. Yet not- 
withftanding the purfuit of literature was his fupreme de- 
light, lie never refufed to fufpend his iludies when the 
good of his country appeared to demand his fervices. 

In 1758, he was chofen member of the grand council 
in Geneva, and aflifted regularly in their deliberations, 
till the year 1 768. There he diftinguiihed himfelf by his 
eloquence, his modefty, united with firmnefs, by his good 
feiife, and penetration, in cafes of diflBculty, and the zeal 
by whi^h he endeavoured to reclaim his fellow citizens to 
their antient fimplicity of manners. His conduA in evt- 
17 fituation, was confillcnt with his priuc\^\^^% lAg. \.o^:J»v 
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no pain& to accumulate wealth ; but remained fatisfied^ 
with a fortune equal to his moderate wants, and the exer- 
cife of his known benevolence. The diftinguifhed excel- 
lence of his moral and inteUedual charafUr, procured him. 
univerfal efteem. 

From the year 1788, his health gradually declined. 
He fuftained his indifpofition with unremitted cheerfulnefi 
and compofure ; and retained his prefence of mind to the 
laft moment. ^He endeavoured to confolc his furrounding 
friends and relations, and. alleviate the didrefs of his dif- 
confolate wife, in whofe arms he expired, May loth, 1 79.3>. 
in the feventy third year of his age. 

A complete and new edition of Mr. Bonnet's workt^ 
waspublifhed in 1779, at' Nufchatel, in ten volumes. 

This great man was an eminent advocate of the truth, 
of divine Revelation ; hence he publifhed ** Philofophical 
and. Critical Inquiries concerning Chriftianity.** The 
tranilator of that work obferves that, <« In this fceptical 
and paradoxical age, an oflentatious difplay of erudition ;. 
every alluring and fafcinating grace of ftyle ; every fpe« 
cious argument, calculated to mifguide the unwary, have 
been employed to undermine our hply religion. It muft 
therefore be a fource of infinite fatisfadion, to thofe who 
fincerely fearch after truth, to fee the man of genius, the 
man of learning and deep refledlion, (land forth to combat 
and repel thofe ungenerous attacks on the happinefs of 
focicty in general, and of every individual imprefled with 
the fu^lime doArine and comfortable truths, contained in 
divine Revelation." 

Supplement to the Encyclopedia^ Voh IL—^ 
Preffice to B9nnci*s Philofophkalhqiuriesi 
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SOAME JENTNS, Esei, 

SoilME Jenyms, ait iilgenious writer, was dcfccnded 
from an antient and refpeftable family, and born in Lon- 
don, 1 704. His father was an upright, knowing, and 
diligent magiftrate ; a great encourager of induftry, and 
orderly government. His mother poffeffed an uncommon 
underftanding, and an highly cultivated mind ; and being 
a fmcerely pious woman, early endeavoured to inftil the 
principles of virtue and religion into the mind of herfon. 

After his domeftic education was finifhed, he entered 
the univerfity at Cambridge, where he was diftinguifhed 
for his regular and orderly behaviou.r After he left col- 
lege, his time was chiefly devoted to literary purfuits. 

Soon after his father's death, at the general eleAion in 
1742, he was unanimoufly chofen one of the reprefenta- 
tives for the county of Cambridge 5 from which time he 
fat in parliament until the year 1780, reprefenting during 
thirty four years, either the county or the borough of 
Cambridge. The conftant and uniform opinion, which 
thofe who chofe him, entertained of his parliamentary 
conduft, was ftrongly evinced by the unanimity of their 
choice. 

In the year 1785, his majefty appointed him one of the 
Lords Commiffioners of the board for trade and planta- 
tions, at which he continued to fit until an alteration wa« 
made in its conftitution by parliament, and the bufincfs 
transferred to the great officers of ftate, and thofe who are 
in the lift of his majefty's honourable privy council. 

Mr. Jenyns, from eariy or ftrong conviftions, was in 
his youth a zealous believer in revelation 5 but grad\3iaM?| 
lofing ^ound in faith, he wandered \tito ^u*Oa& 5^lcv» A 
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by doubt, and became a profeiTed deift, till by a retrograde 
progrefs, he meafured ba^k his fteps to the^ comforts of 
chriftianity. The account he gives of his converfion from 
deifm to the chriftian faith, is in the following words. 

** The well attefted miracles, by which God hath borne 
witnefs to the veracity of his fervants, and to the truth of 
doftrines delivered by them ; the completion of prophecy, 
and the prefent, daily, fulfilling of fome prophecies, which 
were delivered many hundred years ago, arc no inconfider- 
able evidences on the fide of revelation^ But the internal 
evidence of the chriftian religion, 1 have confeffed, carries 
with it an authority, that has influenced my mind more 
than all the external evidences. It is that, which has 
borne down my prejudices, and drove from my heart the 
infidelity, that for many years I had unhappily cherifhed.'* 

Mr. Jenyns was ftri6t in the performance of religioui 
duties in public, and a conftant obferver of thofe wkich 
are private. He ever profefled the greatefl veneration for 
the church of England, preferring its form of public wor- 
/hip to that of any eftablifhcd church of Chriftendom. 

He poffefled a high degree of gentlenefs and fweetnefi 
of temper, which he manifefted to all with whom he had 
concerns, either in the bufinefs of life, or its focial inter- 
courfe. He was ftudioufly felicitous to avoid giving of- 
fence, and rarely fuffered himfelf to be offended with oth- 
ers. In private life, he was mofl amiable and engaging ; 
being pofTefTed of a well informed mind, accompanied with 
an uncommon vein of the moft lively, fpirited, and genuine 
wit, which was tempered with fuch kindnefs of nature, as 
never to give uneafinefs to others. This made his compa- 
ny fought after with avidity, by perfona of tafte and re- 
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finement. He confidered every fally of wit that tended to 
mortify the hearers, as one of the grcateft abufes of that 
. talent ; and in his delightful converfation^ fo totally ab- 
flained from recurring to religion or fcripture, as fubjeds 
of his wit, that thofe who were meft intimate with him 
obferved, that in his common and unguarded focial hours, 
he ever ftridly abftained from ufing the name of the Su- 
preme Being, unlefs when it was rendered neceflary, by 
the immediate fubjeft of the convcrfation. 

No perfon felt more for the miferies of pthers, nor more 
ftrifkly pra6lifed the neceflity impofed on thofe who form' 
the fuperior ranks in life, to reconcile the lower claffes to 
their prefent condition, by contributing the utmoft to ren- 
der them happy. He was mod kind and courteous to all 
his inferiors, and affifted them in their wants and diftreffr 
es ; ever confidering his poor neighbours in the country 
as parts of his family, and as fuch entitled to his care and 
protection. 

Such was this eminent man in the private walks of life, 
and the principles on which that condu6l was founded, 
when expanded as motives for his public chara6ler in a 
large fphere of a6lion, rendered him equally praife worthy 
in that as in the former. 

As an author, he held a diftinguifhed place among 
thofe who have excelled. Wliatever he publifhed, either 
in profe or verfe, was fought for with aVidity, and read 
with pleafure, by thofe who were efteemed the beft judge* 
in compofition. 

The Free Inquiry into the Nature and Origin of Moral 
Evil, was the firft of his works, on account of which he 
was attacked. In the fccond cdiliou ot V.W\iooV^V^'«^- 
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fwers his adverfaries, with that candour and good humour, 
which he always obferved, both in his writings and conver- 
fation ; and makes a declaration of the end propofed in 
writing that treatife, in the following words. 

«* That his intentions were to reconcile the' numerous 
cvilsy fo confpicuous in tlfe creation, with the wifdom, 
power, and goodnefs of the Creator ; to fhew that no 
more of them are admitted by him, than are neceflary to- 
wards promoting univerfal good ; and from thence per- 
fuade men to an entire refignation to his allwife, but in- 
comprehenfible difpenfations ; to afcertain the nature of 
•virtue, and to enforce the praftice of it ; to prove the cer- 
tainty of a future ftate, and the juftice of the rewards and 
punifhments that will attend it ; to recommend fubmifiion 
to national governments, and conformity to national relig- 
ions, notwithflanding the evils and defedls which will una- 
voidably adhere to them ; and laftly, to fhew the excel- 
lence and credibility of the chriftian religion, to reconcile 
fome of its moft abftrufe dodlrines with reafon, and to an- 
fwer all the objeiS^ions to its authority, which have been 
drawn from its imperfe6lions and abufes." "To the truth 
of this folemn declaration, all who were acquainted with 
the author's undertaking, readily gave their unfeigned 
aflent." 

In the fummer of the year 1 776, he publifhed a " View 
of the Internal Evidence of the Chriftian Religion,'* with- 
out his name. The reception it met .with, was fuch as 
feldom is fhewn to the compofitions of the moft approved 
authors. 

This was a work, with which the clergy and the laity 
-were in general pleafed, many of them delighted. It was 
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tranflated into foreign languages, and in a (hort time weik 
through three editions, to the laft of which, by the adviec 
of friends, the author put his name. It was written un- 
der a full conviAion of the truth of the chriftian difpen- 
fation, and a fincere zeal for its fervice. The author, 
ftrucken with the beauties of its principles and dodlrines, 
fo eflential to the happinefs of human creatures in the 
prefent and future date, thought that a- fhort and clear 
reprefentation of their internal excellence might allure 
the attention, and procure a belief in the truth of the 
chriftian religion from tho£e, who read but little and think 
lefs, and who form too confiderable a part of the bulk of 
mankind, not to attra6l the notice and care of him, who 
felt himfelf interefted in the happinefs of the whole hu- 
man race. 

Though the book was attacked, and the author treated 
with afperity by two able writers, yet the number of 
private letters he received from thofe, on whom this work 
iiad the effe6b his benevolent intention propofed, afforded 
him abundant fource of confolation. 

Thefe letters, many of which the author received, con- 
tain acknowledgments from feveral perfons, whom this 
book had led from unbelief to a full conviAion of the 
truths he had endeavoured to eftablifh. 

They are written with that humility and pious grati- 
tude, which the primitive chriftians expreffed to their in- 
ftruftors in the wonderful difpenfation of the gofpel. 

The good eHeds of this work were not confined to 
this country, they operated in diftant parts of the world 5 
it propagated the chriftian religion in India, as appears bj 
a letter thence, in which the writer, confeRugVvva i^xtcutx 
L 
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infidelity, and the pains he had long in yain taken^ 
by means of books written in defence of chriftianity, to 
give his aflent to it, concludes in thefe words. ** 1 eager- 
ly wifhed to believe> but could not fatisfaftorily. But 
now, 1 thank God, Soame Jenyns' reafons have, 1 hope, 
triumphed over all my doubts, and I have given an un- 
feigned and full affent to his three propofitions, which, in 
my opinion, prove all that is wanted to be cleared up" 

Mr. Jenyns was twice married, and his lad wife furviv- 
ed him. He died of a fever, after a few days illurfs, on 
the 1 8th day of December, 1787, at his houfe in Tilney 
Street, Audley Square, in his 83d year. On his death bed, 
he reviewed his Ufe, with a vifible gleam of joy, and glori* 
«d in the belief, that his Internal Evidence had been ufeful. 

The parifh minifter, to whom the public is indebted for 
a fketch of his Hfe, left this tcftimony, that while he <♦ regif* 
tered the burial of Soame Jenyns, he regretted the lofs of 
one of the mod amiable of men, and one of the trued 
chridians, who united the fined underdanding to the bed 
heart." 

Blograpbia Britannica. — Jenynt^ Works. 



Dr. DAVID HART LET. 

David Hartley, a celebrated phyfician and ingcniouf 
author, was born on the 30th of Augud, 1705. His fa* 
iher was a very worthy and refpedable clergyman, vicar 
of Armley, in the county of York. He received the fird 
rudiments of indru^ion at a private fchool, and his dca- 
demicnl education at Cambridge. Being originally in- 
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tended for the church, he for fome time direded his 
thoughts and ftudies towards that obje^ ; but upon a 
clofer confideration of the conditions attached to the cler* 
ical profefEouy was retrained by fome fcuples, which made 
him rcluftant to fubfcribe the thirty nine articles. In 
confequence of thefe fcruples, he became difquahfied "for 
the purfuit of his firft plan of devoting himfelf to the pcr- 
fonal funAions and fervice of the church. However, he 
ftill continued to the end of his life, a well affected mem^ 
ber of the church of England, approving of its praftical 
doftrines, and conforming to its public worftiip. As the 
church of England maintains all the ufeful prin^^jies of 
chriflian morality, he did not think it neceffary t^ feparate 
himfelf from its communion, on account of fome contcft- 
ed articles of fpeculative and ab/lrufe opinion. He was 
a catholic chriftian, in the moll extenfive and liberal, fenfe 
of the term. On thefubje<£i of religious controverfy, he 
has left the following teHimoay of his fentiments^ in the 
lift fedion of propofition eighty eighth, on religious 
knowledge, viz. " The great differences of opinion, and 
contentions which happen on religious matters, are plain* 
ly owing to the violence of mens' paffions n^re than to 
any other caufe. When religion has had its due effe£k in 
reftraining thefe, and produicing true candour, we may 
expeft a unity of opinion, both in religious and other mat- 
ters, as far as is neceffary for ufeful and pradical pur^ 
pofes.'* 

Though Doftor Hartley's talents were very general^ 
yet undoubtedly /his preeminent faculties were formed for 
the moral and religious fciences. Thefe talents difplayedi 
tKeoifqlvef iatKe>carli^ftp?rt3 of life with, fo toucVv ^^vciS«- 
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tion, a« could not fail to hold out to his ambition a future 
career of honeil fame in the fervice of the national church, 
if he could have complied with the conditions confiftent- 
ly with the fatisfaftion of his own confcience. But he 
had at alt times a moft fcrupulous and difinterefted mind, 
which difpofed him in every part of his L'fe, and under all 
circumftances, to adhere firmly to thofe principles, which 
appeared to him to form the ftri<El and confcientious line 
of moral duty. It proceeded therefore from the moft fe- 
rious fcruples, irrefiftibly impreffed upon his mind, that 
he relinquiflied the profeffion of his firft choice, which 
may properly be called the prerogative profeffion of moral 
and religious philofophy. 

In confequence of this determination, he applied his 
talents to the ftudy of phyfic, in which he foon became 
eminent for fkill and integrity. His mind was formed 
for benevolence and univerfal philanthropy, hence he ex- 
ercifed the healing art with anxious and equal fidelity t© 
the poor and to the rich 5 tind vifited with afFedionate 
fympathy the humbleft receffes of poverty and ficknefs. 
His manners were gentle, his countenance affable, and his 
eloquence moral and pathetic. He was not unmindful, 
that bodily ficknefis foftens the mind to moral fenfibilities, 
which afforded him frequent opportunities of confoling 
affliAed minds, whilft he applied the powers of medical 
fcience, to the reftoration of bodily health. He thus u- 
nited all the talents of his own mind for natural and mor- 
al fcience, conformably to thofe doArines which he incul- 
cates, to that univerfal fyftem of final morality, by which 
each effort of fenfation or fcience, in the various gra- 
dations of life, muft be efteemed dcfeftive until it fhall 
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tiave attained to its correfponding moral coRfumma- 
tion* 

It arofe from the union above mentioned of talents in' 
die moral fcience with natural philofophy, and particularly' 
from the pro&ffional knowledge of the human frame> 
that Dr. Hartley was enabled to bring into one view, the 
Tarious arguments for his cxtenfive fyftem, from the firft 
rudiments of fenfation through the maze of complex af- 
ft6Uon8 and paflions in the path of life> to the finals moral 
end of man. 

He was indfiftrious and indefatigable ia the purfuit of 
all collateral branches of knowledge, and lived in perfonal 
intimacy with the learned men of his age^Jn whofe fociety 
and friendly intercourfe, he arranged his " Obfervations: 
on Man/' and brought that work to a conclufion. His* 
genius was penetrating and adlive, his induftry unwearied, < 
his philofophical obfcrvations and^ attentions unremit-- 
ting. 

Dr. Hartley *s ** Obfervations on Man, his Frame, his- 
Duty, and his Expedations," were publifhed in the year 
1 749, when he was little more than forty three years of 
2ge« He lived about nine years after the publication of 
tiiis work. 

The philofophical chara€fccr of this great man is delin<* 
eated in his works. The features of his private and per- 
fonal charadler were of the fame complexion. It may,^ 
with peculiar propriety, be faid of him, that the mind was 
the man. His thoughts were not immerfed in worldly 
purfuits and contentions, and therefore his life was not 
eventful nor turbulent, but placid and undifturbed b^ ^a.C- 
fion or violent ambition. Ftomhh cas\iA^p>3k)\x^\»&'sas»- 
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tal ambition wars preoccupied by purfuits of fcience. His 
hours of amufcment were like wife bellowed upon objeds 
of taftc and fentiment. Mufic, poetry, and hiftory were 
his favourite recreations. His imagination was fertile and 
correft, his language and expreffion fluent and forcible. 
His natural temper was gay, cheerful, and fociable. He 
was addidled to no vice in any part of his life, but his 
heart was replete with every virtue. The virtuous prin- 
ciples, which are inftilled in his works, were the invaria- 
ble and decided principles of his life and condu£l. 

His countenance was open, ingenuous, and animated, 
his behaviour polite, eafy, and graceful ; but that which 
made his addfefs peculiarly engaging, was the benevo- 
lence of heart, from which the politenefs flowed. He 
never converfed with, a fellow creature without feeling a 
wifh to do him good. He confidered the moral end oF 
our creation ta confifl: in the performance of the duties 
of life, attached to each particular flation, to which all 
other conflderations ought to be inferiourandfubordinate ; 
and confequently, that the rule of life coniifts in training 
and adapting our faculties, through the means of moral 
habits and aflbciations to that end. In this he was the 
faithful difciple of his own theory ; and by the obferv- 
ance of it preferved his mind in ferenity and vigour 
faithfully tt) perform the duties of life. His whole char- 
a£^er was eminently marked by fincerity of heart, fimplic- 
ity of manners, and manly innocence of mind. He died 
at Bath, Oft. the 28th of Auguft, 1757, at the age of fifty 
two years. 

Dr. Hartley was twice married, and left iifue by botk 
marriages^ 
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This great man was a firm believer in, and a zealous 
and able advocate for the truth of the chriftian religion. 
Sketch efthe Ufe and CharaSer of Hartley^ in 
VoL III. of his Ohfervattons on Man,"^ 
Biographta Medica* 



Lord MANSFIELD. 

William Murray, earl of Mansfield, and lord chief 
juftice of England, was bom in 1 705, at Perth in Scot- 
land. He was brought to England when he was only 
three years old for his education ; and at the age of four- 
teen, admitted as a king*8 fcholar at Weftminfter fchooL 
During his refidence in that femmary, fays his contempo- 
rary, bifliop Newton, ** he gave early proofs of his un- 
common abilities, particularly in his declamations, which 
were fure prognoftics of that eloquence, which grew to 
fuch maturity and perfedion at the bar, and in botE 
houfes of parliament. 

He was fent to Oxford, and entered at Chrift College^ 
in the eighteenth year of his age. In 1730, he took the 
degree of mailer of arts ; and foon after made a tour on 
the continent. On his return, he became a member of 
Lincoln's Inn, and in due time was called to the bar. He 
very early attained reputation and pmdtice in his profef- 
fion. 

His eminence in the law procured him merited honours. 
In 1756, he was appointed chief juftice of the King's^ 
Bench ; and immediately after created baron of Manf- 
£eld. 

"prom the ilrft of his coming upon t\i^ \ittidcii V\^ ^^^^^^ 



ta fiXCELLENCE OB' ttlfi 

<>bje6^ vTAB, to introduce regulairity, pun^uality> and dl(«- 
patch ift bulinefs. 

In 1770, hewsKs oflfcred the great feal, which he de^ 
clined ; and in 1776, he was made peer of Great Britain,, 
by the title of earl of Mansfield. 

After afiing a confpicuous part in the politicaldifpntes > 
of his time, his health began to decline ; and in 1788, he. 
refigned his office. He lived till 1 7931 and departed this 
life in the eighty ninth year of his ^ge. 

Lord Mansfield had a mindtoo great to be afhamed of ^ 
reveri'ng the ordinances of religion ; and as, after the -moft 
impartial Inquiry^ he was a firm believer of the trath and^ 
importance of chriftianity, he was regular in his attends 
ance at church, and receiving the iacrament. 

His lordihip's will, which was dated April 17^ 1782,. 
and written with his own hand, begins thus, *' When if 
ihall pleafe Almighty God to call me to that ftate, to 
which of all I now enjoy, I can carry only the fatisfadtion 
of my own confcience, and a full reliance on his mercy 
through Jefus Chrift, I defirc that my body may be inter- 
ed as ptivately as may be ; and out of refped to the place 
of my early education, I fhould wifh it to be in Weftmin- 
iler Abbey.'* He was accordingly buried in Weftminfter 
Abbey, in the fame vault with his oountefs, who died in^ 
1784- . 

Biographical DiSionary, Voh XL 



GILBERT WESr^E^^ 
Gilbert West was bom in 1706. He was the fon 
ofDr, Wcjff> prebendary of Wixi^Vitte^uivi<;Ua^Umto 
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King George I. He loft his father when very young, 
and the whole care of his education devolved upon his 
mother, who was a woman of found judgment and exem- 
plary virtue and piety. Soon after his father*8 death, he 
was removed from Winchefter to Eton fchool ; and 
thence he was placed at the univerfity of Oxford, and be- 
came one of the ftudents of Chrift Church. He had 
been defigned for the fervice of the church, but his uncle, 
lord Cobham, feduced him to a more airy mode of life, 
and gave him a commiffion in his own regiment with 
promifcs of preferment. 

He continued fome time in the army, though it is rea- 
fonable to fuppofe he never funk into a mere foldier, or 
negleded the purfuit of learning. Afterwards finding 
himfelf more inclined to civil employment, he laid down 
his commiffion, and engaged in bufmefs under lord Town- 
fend, then fecretary of ftate, with whom he attended the 
Jcing to Hanover. 

His adherence to lord Townfend ended in nothing but 
a nomination, (May 1729) to be clerk extraordinary of 
the privy council, which produced no immediate emolu- 
ment ; for it only placed him in a ftate of expe6iatioa 
and right of fucceffion, and it was very long before a va- 
cancy admitted him to profit. 

Soon afterwards he married, and fettled in a very pleaf- 
ant houfe at Wickham in Kent, where he lived in tran- 
quil, domeftic happinefs, and devoted himfelf to learning 
jand piety. He publiflied a verfion of Pindar ; and in 
J 747, the world was. favoured with his ** Obfervations on 
the Refurreftion," for which the univerfity of Oxford 
created him doctor of laws. In his delightful t^tix^Ts^^^x^ 
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he was often vifited by Lyttleton and Fitt, who when 
they were fatigued with faction and debate8> amuOed 
themfeWes at Wickham with books and literary conver-i 
fation. There is in this retreat a well made walk by 
Pitt ; and what is of far more importance, at Wickham 
Lyttleton received that conviftion, which produced his 
** Differtation on the Converfion of St. Paul." 

Thefe two illuftrious friends had for a while Mcned to 
the blandifhments of infidelity, and when Mr. Weft's book 
was publifhed, it was bought by fome, who did not know 
his change of opinion, in expe6lation of new obje£lions a-» 
gainft chriflianity ; and as infidels do not want malignity, 
they revenged the difappointment by calling him a 
methodift. 

Mr. Weft's income was not large ; and his friends en- 
deavoured, but without fuccefs, to obtain an augmenta- 
tion. It is reported, that the education of the young 
prince was offered to him, but that he refufed it, becaufe 
he was not allowed a more extenfive power of fuperintend- 
ance. 

In time however his revenue was improved ; he lived 
to have one of the lucrative clerkftiips of the privy coun- 
cil, (1752) and Mr. Pitt at laft had it in his power to 
make him treafurer of Chelfea hofpital. 

He was now fufficiently rich ; but wealth came too 
late to be long enjoyed, nor could it fecure him from the 
calamities of life ; he loft, in 1758, his fon, an only child, 
who died at the age of twenty. This afFe6^ing difpenfa- 
tion was feverely felt by his parents, but their chriftian 
fortitude and refignation were noble ; and Mr. Weft, with 
]^ious hopesi faid^ ^* He was gone to a better father, whq 



CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 131 

by a merciful difpenfation had fecured his fon a haprvy 
retreat from a world of evils.*' 

Towards the latter end of his life, he wholly applied 
himfelf to the ftndy of the Scriptures, being extremely 
anxious to ufe his utmoft endeavours to reconcile the 
feeming inconfiftencies, which gave the enemies of reveal- 
ed religion a pretence to doubt and difcredit its divine au- 
thority. In thefe refearches he felt the higheft fatisfac- 
tion, and often remarked that " light broke in upon his 
mind, and difcovered divine truths, which filled him with 
the ftrongeft hopes that his pleafing labours might prove 
a benefit to mankind.'* 

Mr. Weft had fome time meditated writing upon the 
evidences of the truth of the New Teftament ; but he 
did not live to complete this work. In 1 756, a ftroke of 
the palfy brought him to the grave. ** He was," fays 
Dr. Johnfon, " one of the few poets, to whom the grave 
might be without its terrours." 

This excellent man, in the introdudion to his " Ob- 
fervations on the Refurredlion of Jefus Chrifl," makes the 
following remarks, ** It may poflibly be demanded why, 
being a layman, I prefume to intermeddle in a province 
commonly thought to belong peculiarly to the clergy ? 
To which I anfwer, that befides the motives above fug- 
gefted, this very prejudice was a powerful inducement to 
me to pablifh the following obfervations, and to prefix my 
, name to them. The clergy, I am fenfible, are both ready 
^nd able to maintain the caufe of chriftianity, as their 
many excellent writings in defence of it fufficiently dem- 
on ftrate ; but as ■ the generality of mankind are m<we. 
governed by prejudice than rea£oTi| \]bft ^mUti^^ol ^^ 
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clergy are not fo univerfally read, or fo candidly received 
as they deferve." " The greateft fervice, fays he, that 
the moil zealous patriot can do his country, is to pro- 
mote the faith, and thereby encourage the pradlice of the 
truly divine virtues, recommended by Chrift and his 
apoftlcs." 

Johnfon^s Lives of the Poets.— Wejl'i Ohfer- 
vations on the RefurreStton. 



LEONARD EVLER. 

Leonard Euler, an eminent philofopher and mathe- 
matician, was bom at Bafil, on the 14th of April, 1707. 
His father, who was a proteftant clergyman, had applied 
himfelf with fuccefs to the mathematics ; and though he 
intended his fon for the miniilry, he initiated him in this 
fcience. 

When young Euler was fent to the univcrfity of Bafil, 
he attended regularly the different profcffors, and as his 
memory was prodigious, performed his academical talks 
with uncommon rapidity, and all the time thus gained 
was confecratcd to geometry, which foon became his fa- 
vourite ftudy. The early progrefs he made in this fcience 
only added new ardour to his application. After he had, 
at his father's defirc, ftudied theology, and the oriental 
languages, he returned to geometry as his principal objeft. 

About the year 1727, he was chofen member of the 
imperial academy of Peterlburg ; and in 1738, he was 
promoted to the profefforftiip of natural philofophy. In 
J *j^$f a problem was propofed by the academy of Peterf- 
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burg, which required expedition, and for the folution of 
which feveral celebrated mathematicians had demanded 
the fpace of fome months. This problem was folvcd by 
Euler in three days, to the great aftonifhment of the 
academy ; but the violent and laborious efforts it coft him 
threw him into a fever, which endangered his life, and de- 
prived him -of the ufe of his right eye. 

In 1741, Elder received an invitation from Frederick 
III. to affift in forming an academy of fciences at Berlin. 
And while he was enriching this academy with effays on 
the deeped parts of mathematical fcience, he continued 
his philofophical contributions to the academy of Peterf- 
burg, which granted him a penfion in 1742. 

It was with much difficulty that this great man ob- 
tained in 1766, permiffion from the king of Pruffia to re- 
tire to Peterfburg, where he determined to pafs the re- 
mainder of his days. Soon after his return, he was feized 
with a violent diforder, which terminated in a total lofs 
of his fight. Even in this diftreffing fituation, he dila- 
ted to his fcrvant, ^ His Elements of Algebra,'* a work 
which excited aftonifhment and applaufe. 

About this time he was honoured by the academy of 
fciences at Paris with ' the place of one of the foreign 
members of this learned body. In 1772, he undertook 
to colled into one fyftematical and continued work, the 
important difcoveries which he had been making for thir- 
ty years, which lay difperfcd in the memoirs of the dif- 
ferent academies. This laborious performance was puS- 
lilhed when h^ was totally blind, and consequently obliged 
to arrange all his compofitions by the fole powers of his 
memory and genius. It was completed when he ^^^ tccic- 
M 
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harraffed in his domeftic circumftances, by a dreadful fire, 
T\'hich had deftroycd his library and furniture. The he- 
roic tranquillity of mind which he difcovered, was derived 
not only from the love of fcience, but from the power of 
religion. His philofophy was too fublime to flop at 
fecond caufes. It led him to the divine philofophy of re- 
ligion, which can alone form a habit of true magnanimity 
and patience in fuffering. 

The latter days of this extraordinary man were tran- 
quil andferene, and he prcferved to the laft that vigour 
of underftanding, which diftinguifhed his early life. Sev- 
eral attacks of the vertigo in the beginning of Septem- 
ber, 1783, were prefages of his mild and happy paflagc 
from this fcene to a better. On the 7th of September, 
he was feized with an appple6kic fit. *' I am dying," 
/faid he, before he loft his fenfes, and expired a few 
hours after, aged feventy fix years. 

His death was confidered as a public lofs, even in the 
.country which he inhabited. The academy of Peterf- 
bnrg went in deep mourning, and voted a marble bud of 
him at their own expenfe to be placed in that aflembly 
hall. 

His works were publifhed in thirty eicfht volumes. It 
has been obferved, th?.t " few men of letters have written 
fo miuh as Euler, and that no geometrician has ever em- 
braced fi) maijy objecls at a time, or has equdled him ei- 
ther in the variety or magnitude of his difcoveries." 

Notwiihilauding his profound knowledge in mathc- 
matici aiid philofophy, he had made great progrefs in 
ir.cdiciil, botanical, and chemical fcience ; and had read 
with attJiition and tadd the mod didinguifhed writers in 
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ancient Rome. The civil and literary tiiftory of all ages 
and nations was familiar to him. 

His moral charafter was as excellent as his literary was 
great. Though his head was inceffantly employed, his 
fpirit was always tranquil. His converfation was cheer- 
ful and inflrudive ; his wit tempered with humanity ; and 
profound learning united with modefty. His probity 
and integrity were pure and uncorrupted. He was anx- 
ious to fulfil his duty in every ftation in life, and was, in 
fhort, a good hufband, father, friend, and citizen. 

This great man was a firm believer in the chriftian re- 
!igion, and performed all the duties it enjoins with tUc 
utmoft reverence and Jlttentioii. It was his cuflom every 
evening, while his fight continued, to read a portion of 
Scripture to his family, and he fometimes accompanied it 
with an expofition. His piety was rational and fincere 1 
and his devotion full of fervour. He was fcnfible of the 
importance of religion to the dignity and happinefs 6£ 
mankind ; and defended Revelation againft the objec- 
tions of infidels, in a work puUifhed at Berlin, 1747. 
His philanthropy was great, and if he ever felt the emo- 
tions of indignation, it was againft the apoftles of iufideli* 
ty, whom he regarded as the moft pernicious enemies cf 
piankind. 

In his Letters to a German Princefs,* he obfcrve*, 
that " However extravagant and abfurd the fentiments of 
certain philofophers may be, they are fo obftinately prc- 

* The princefs of Anhalt Deffan was dcfirous of receiving from* 
Euler fomc leffons in natural philofophy. Thjsfc Icffons have been 
publiftied under the title of Letters to a German ■pjiT\ctfe\*MAvcjc^V- 
hied mo En^lilh by Dr. Hunter, author ol ^actt^'B»\o^x^'^M* 
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poffeffed in favour of tbera, that they rejeA every relig- 
ious opinion ^nd doftrine^ wliich is not conformable to 
their fyftem of philofophy. From this fource are deriv- 
ed moft of the feds and herefies ia religion. Several 
philofophical fyftems are really contradidory to religion ; 
but in that cafe, divine truth ought furely to be preferred 
to the reveries of men, if the pride of philofophy knew 
what it was to yield. Should found philofophy fome- 
times feem to be oppofit« to religion, that oppofition is 
more apparent than real ; and we muft not fuffer ourfelves 
to be dazzkd with the fpecioufnefsof objedion.'* 

General Biographical DiSlonary, Vol, ^/.— 
Euler's Letters^ VoL L 



Sir JOHN PRINGLE. 

John Pringle, a celebrated phyfician, was born in 
the county of Roxburgh, North Britain, April loth, 
1 707. His grammatical education he received at home, 
»nder a private tutor ; and after having made fuch a 
progrefs a& qualified him for academical ftudies, he was 
removed to the univerfity of St. Andrews. Having con- 
tinued there feme years, he went to Edinburgh in 1727, 
for the purpofe of ftudying phyfic, that being the profef- 
f5on he intended to follovsr. After he had continued a 
year at Edinburgh, he went to Ley den, in order to at- 
tend the IcAures of the celebrated Boerhaave, for whom 
be liad a high and juft refpedl. 

Upon quitting Leyden, Dr. Pringle fettled as a phyfi- 
cian at Edinburgh, where he gained the efteem of the 
ma^idrates of the city> and of the profeflbrs of the col- 



CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 137 

lege, by his abilities and good tondud. Sudi was his 
known acquaintance with ethical fubjefts, that in 1734^ 
he was appointed by the magiftrates and council of the 
city of Edinburgh, joint profeflbr of pneumatics and mor- 
al philofophy, with Mr. Scott, during the life of that 
gentleman, and fole profeflbr after his deceafe ; and in 
confequence of this appointment, was admitted the fame 
day, a member of the univerfity. 

Dr. Pringle continued in the praftice of phyfic at Ed- 
inburgh, and in performing the duties of his profeflbr{hip» . 
till 174-2, when he was appointed phyfician to the earl of 
Stair, who then commanded the Britilh army. By the • 
intereft of this nobleman, he was, in 1742, conftituted 
phyfician to the military hofpital in Flanders. The ex- - 
emplary attention, which he paid to his duty in this lla- 
tion, is apparent from his " Treatife on the Difeafes of 
the Army.** It was his grand objeA to lefl*en, as far as 
lay in -his power, the calamities of war ; nor was he with- 
out confiderable fuccefs in this noble atid benevolent de- 
fign. 

In 1752, he married the daughter of Dr. Oliver, a cel- 
ebrated phyfician at Bath. In 1758, he quitted the fer- - 
vice of the army, and being determined to fix wholly in 
London, waa admitted a licentiate of the college of phy- 
ficians the fame year. In 1766, the king raifed him to 
the dignity of a baronet of Great Britain ; and after-- 
wards appointed him his phyfician. In 1772, he was e- 
lefted prefident of the Royal Society. He v/as alfo - 
chofen a member of various foreign literary bodies. 

He publifhed feteral medical produdions, in which his 
gteat rule was, to make fad and exptrimtri\.X?Ci^>a^^\^vi^ 

M.2.. 
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fcience. With regard to philofophy in general, he was 
as averfe to theory, unfupported by experiments, as he 
was with refpeft to medicine in particular. 

The ruling feature of his moral charadler was integrity. 
By this principle he was uniformly aduated, in the whole 
of his behaviour. All his acquaintance unanimoufly a- 
greed, that there never was a man of greater fincerity. 
He was equally diftinguifhed by his fobriety ; and was ar- 
dent and conftantin his friendftiips. With regard to his 
external deportment, he paid a very refpedful attention to 
thofe whom he efleemed ; but there was a kind of refervc 
in his behaviour, when he was not perfeftly pleafed with 
the perfons who were introduced to him, or who happen* 
ed to be in his company. His fenfe of integrity and dig* 
nity would not permit^ him to adopt that falfc and fuper- 
ficial politenefs, which treats all men alike, however differ- 
ent in point of real eftimation and merit. 

With regard to his religious charadler, the principles 
of piety and virtue, which were early inftilled into him by 
a ftrid education, do not appear ever to have loft their in- 
fluence upon the general condu6t of his life ; yet during 
his travels, his belief of the chriftian revelation was fo far 
unfettled, that he became at leaft a fceptic on that fubjeft. 
But it was not his difpofition to reft fatisficd in his doubts 
and difficulties, with refpe<fl to a matter of fuch high im- 
portance. He was too great a lover of truth, not to make 
rdigion the objedi of his ferious inquiry. As he fcorned 
to be an implicit believer, he was equally averfe to an im- 
plicit infidelity, which is the cafe of large numbers who 
rejed chriftianity with as little knowledge and as little 
esamination as the moft determined bigots embrace their. 
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fyftems. The refult of this inveftigation was a full con- 
vidion of the divine original and authority of the gofpel. 
The evidence of revelation appeared to him folid and in- 
vincible, and the nature of it fucb as muft demand tlie 
moft grateful acceptance. During the latter part of his^ 
life, he devoted much time to the ftudy of divinity. 

He died in 1782, in the feventy fifth year of his age^ 
and was interred in St. James' Churchy with great funer- 
al folemnity. As a teftimony of regard to his diftinguiftr- 
ed merit, at the firft meeting of the college of phyficians 
at Edinburgh after his deceafcj all the members appeared 
in deep mourning. A monument was ereded to hi»^ 
memory in WeHminfter Abbey. 

Biographical DiStonary 9 VoU XIL^^Riographla. 
Medicoj VoL /• 



Baron HALLER. 

Albert Van Haller, an- illuftrious phyfician, w^fl^ 
born at Berne, 1708. From the firft period of his educa- 
tion, he difcovered v^ry great talents for the acquirement 
of every fpecies of literature. According to the accounts 
which are given us, the progrefs of his ftudics at the ear- 
lieft periods of his life^ were rapid almoft beyond belief. 
When other children were beginning only to read, he was^ 
engaged in perufing Bayk and Moreni, and at nine years 
of age was able to tranHate Greek, and had commenced 
tlie ftudy of Hebrew. After the death of his father,, 
who w^s an advocate of confiderable eminence, he was fcnt 
to the public fehool at Berne, where he exhibited nv^xx^ 
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fpecimens of uncommon ability and knowledge. He was 
well verfed in all the dead> and moil of the living languag- 
es ; French^ Englilh) and Italian, were as familiar to him 
as the German. He was alfo celebrated for his poetical 
genius ; and his poems, which were publiftied in the Ger- 
man language, were read and admired throughout the 
whole empire. 

He began the ftudy of medicine at Tubingen, under 
two eminent teachers^ and having continued with them 
two years, the great reputation of Bberhaave drew him to 
Leyden. Animated by the illuftrious examples of hi» 
tutors, he fpent all day, and the greateft part of the night, 
in intenfe ftudy, and his rapid progrefs in knowledge ac- 
quired him univerfal efteem, both from his teachers and fel« 
lowftujdents. He is fuppofed to have been the moft' 
acute, various, and original genius that had appeared in 
the medical world fince Boerhaave. 

Notwithftanding Haller's extraordinary abilities and 
extenfive information, his merit was at firft negledled in 
Berne. This negleA however neither diminished his ar- 
dour for liteYary purfuits, nor detrafted from his reputa- 
tion. His diftinguifhed worth, at length, after encounter- 
ing feveral drfappointments, met with a fuitable reward. 
King George H. nominated him profeflbr of medicine in 
the univerfity of Gottingen.* This important office af- 
forded an ample field for the exertion of his fuperiour tal- 
ents ; he filled fucceffively the botanical, chemical, and 
anatomical chairs ; and raifed the reputation of that uni- 
verfity to a very high pitch. The king of Great Britain 

♦ Soon after this appointment, Hallcr had the misfortune to lofe 
kis amiable wife. 
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honoured him with every mark of diftinftion that he could 
beftow, and through his intereft he was made a baron of 
the empire. 

On the death of Dillenius,* this celebrated phyfician 
had an offer of the profefforfhip of botany at Oxford ; 
the ftates of Holland invited him to the chair of the 
younger Albinus ; the king of Pruffia was anxious that he 
fhould be the fucceflbur of Marpertuis at Berlin ; Marfhal 
Keith wrote to him in the name of hia fovereign, ofL'ring 
him the chancellorfhip of the univerfity of Halle, vacated 
by the death of the celebrated Wolfe ; Count Orlow in- 
vited him to Ruffia, in the name of his miftrefs the em- 
prefs, offering him a diftinguifhed place at St. Peterfburg ; 
the king of Sweden conferred on him an unfoliclted hon- 
our, by raifmg him to the rank of knighthocJ of the or- 
der of the polar flar ; and the emperour of Germany 
made him a vifit, and paffed fome time with him in the 
mofl familiar converfation. 

Thus honoured by fovereigns, revered by men of let- 
ters, and eflecmcd by all Europe, he had it in his power to 
have held the highefl rank in the republic of letters ; yet 
declining all the tempting offers which were made him, 
he continued at Gottingen, anxioufly endeavouring to ex- 
tend the rifmg fame of that medical fchool. But after 
feventeen years refidence at that univerfity, an ill flate of 
health rendered him lefs capable ef difcharging the duties 
of that important office ; he therefore folicited, and ob- 
taioed permiffion from the regency of Hanover, to return 
to Berne. His fellow citizens were now fenfible of his fa- 
periour merit ; a penfion was fettled upon him for life, 

» A celebrated botaaift, bora in GenAanyia Oaft^^t^x \t>%\. 
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and he was nominated, at times, to fill the moil important 
T)f£ce8 in the ftate. Thefe occupations however did not 
diminifti his ardour for ufeful improvements. He was 
the firft preGdent, as well as the greateft promoter of the 
Economical Society at Berne ; and may be confidered as 
the father and founder of the Orphan Hofpital of that 
city. Declining health however reftrained his exertions 
in the more adiive fcenes of life, and for many years he 
was confined entirely to his own houfe. Even this could 
riot put a period to his ufefulnefs ; for with indefatigable 
induftry, he continued his favourite ftudies, till within a 
few days of his death, which took place December 12th, 
1777, in the feventieth year of his age. He was no lefs 
diftinguifhed as a philofopher, than beloved as a man ; 
nor more eminent for his improvement in every depart- 
ment of medical fcience, than for his piety to God, and' 
benevolence to all mankind. 

Baron Haller, in the earlier part of his life, had enter* 
tained doubts concerning the truth of chriftianity, which 
were difpelled by a fucccfsful application to every branch 
of fcience, and a candid examination of the facred oracles* 
Being fully convinced of the truth of divine revelation, he 
eagerly feized the numberlefs opportunities, which his pro- 
feffion as a phyfician gave him, of convincing thofe with 
whom he converfed, of the truth, and converting them to 
the pra£licc of the chriftian religion. And tliis he efFed- 
ed, not only by his inftruAions, but by his example. For 
he was charitable to the poor ; fympathized in the ten- 
dereft manner with the diftrefled ; and was humane and 
juft in all his dealings with mankind. His foul was gen. 
tie, and bis izeart replete with feniibility. 
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This excellent man had a daughter, to whom he ad- 
dreffed at different times, but in a regular fucceffion, 
Letters on the Truth of the Chriftian Religion. He in- 
troduced his arguments with the following remarks. 
** What churchmefl have written on religious matters, 
has in general gained but inferiour credit. Their argu- 
ments have loft much of their weight, from the confidera- 
tion of their having been urged by perfons who were 
bound, both by honour and intercft, to defend the profef- 
fion in which they were engaged. Some perfons have 
been of opinion, that if a layman, who in the courfe of a 
long life, hath had occafion to teftify his love for the truth, 
and has facrificed to it great temporary advantages, were 
to write in defence of the faith, and to found his argu- 
ments on fuch fa6ls only as were inconteftible, his fuffrage 
would carry with it much greater weight and authority.'* 
Encyclopedia, — Haller*s Letters. — B'tographia Med- 
tea, VaL I, 



Lord LTTTLETON. 

George Lyttleton, an elbgant and ingenious wri- 
ter, was born at Hagley in Worcieftcrfhire, England, 
1 709. He received the elements of his education at Et- 
on, and thence removed to Chrift Xlhurch, where he wat 
diftlnguifhed for his fuperiour abilities. He was a very 
early writer, both in profe and verfe ; and whilft at the 
unlvcrfity, flcetchcd the plan of his Perfian Letters, a 
work which was afterwards highly applauded. 

In the year 1728, he fet out on the tour of Evwo^^* 



f44 EXCELLENCE OF THE 

and his condud whili): on his travels^ was a lelTon to his 
countrymen ; inftead of adopting the fa/hionable vices of 
France and Italy, his time was paffed alternately in his 
library, and in the fociety of men of rank and literature. 
When he returned, he obtained a feat in parliament ; and 
was afterwards made fecretary to the prince of Wales. 

In the year 1741, he married Mifs Lucy Fortefcue, of 
Devonfhire, by whom he had a fon and two daughters. 
This lady, by her exemplary conduft, and uniform prac- 
tice of religion and virtue, eflablifhed his conjugal happi- 
nefs on a folid bails. 

In 1 744, he was appointed one of the lords commiflion- 
ers of the treafury,and during his continuance in that fta- 
tion, conftantly exerted his influence in rewarding merit 
and ability. In the beginning of the year 1 746, his fe- 
licity was interrupted by the lofs of his amiable wife, 
wlio died in the 29th year of her age. He ereftcd an el- 
egant monument to her memory, at the church at Hag- 
ley, which contains the following infcription written by 
himfelf. 

" Made to engage all hearts, and charm all eyes ; 
• Though meek, magnanimous ; though witty, wife ; 
" Polite, as all her life in courts had been ; 
** Yet good, as flie the world had never fcen ; 
*' The noble fire of an exalted mind, 
" With gentieft female lendernefs combln'd ; 
" Her fpeech wa« the melodious voice of love ; 
" Her fong, the warbling of the. vernal grove ; 
« Her eloquence was fweeter than her fong, 
" Soft as her heart, and as her reafon (Irong ; 
" Her form each beauty of her mind cxprefs'd ; 
** Her mind was virtac by the graces drcfs'd** 
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In 1751, the father of Lyttleton died^ from whom he 
inherited a baronet's title, with a large eftate» He ftill 
continued his exertions in parliament, and was made^ 
1 754, cofferer and privy counfellor ; this place he ex- • 
changed the next year for the great office of chancellor 
of the exchequer. In 1757, he was created a peer of 
Great Britain, by the title of Lord Lyttleton. 

This nobleman publiflied a number of Poems, Dia- 
logues of the Dead, and an Hiftory of Henry the Sec- 
ond, which was elaborated by the refearches and deliber- 
a tions of twenty years. 

In the pride of juvenile confidence, with the help of 
corrupt converfation, he had entertained doubts of the 
truth of chriftianity ; but after he was made one of the 
lords of the treafury, he applied himfelf ferioufly to exam- 
ine the arguments for divine revelation, and his ftudies 
being honed ended in convi6lion. He found that relig* 
ion was true, ^nd what he had learned, he endeavoured 
to teach, 1747, by " Obfervations on the Converfion and 
Apoftlefhip of St. Paul." This work was written at the 
defire of Gilbert Weft, Efq. in confequence of Lord 
Lyttleton's afferting that, " befides all the proofs of the 
chriftian religion, which might be drawn from the prophe- 
cies of the Old Teftament, from the neceffary connexion 
it hath with the whole fyftem of the Jewi(h religion, from 
the miracles of jChrift, from the evidence given of his ref- 
urredlion, by all the other apoftles, he thought the con- 
verfion of St. Paul alone, duly confidered, was of itfelf a 
demonftration of the truth of chriftianity." Mr. Weft 
was ftruck vnth the thought, and aflured his friend, « that 
fo compendious a proof would be o£ gttat ute lo coTcivcLce. 
N 
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thofe unbelievers that will not attend to a longer feries of 
arguments." Time has fhewn that he was right in his 
conjeAures, as this trad is eftecmed one of the beft de- 
fences of the chriftian religion which has been publifhed ; 
tK) which infidelity has never been able to fabricate a fpe- 
eious anfwer. 

Sir Thomas Lyttleton of Hagley, the author'* father, 
had the happinefs of feeing this book, and exprefled his 
pleafure in the following admirable letter. 

*« I have read your religious treatife with infinite pleaf- 
ure and fatisfadion. The flyle is fine and clear ; the ar- 
guments clofe, cogent, and irrefiflible. May the King 
of kings, whofe glorious caufe you have fo well defended, 
reward your pious labours, and grant that I may be found 
worthy, through the merits of Jefus Chrift, to be an eye 
witnefs of that happinefs, which I doubt not he will 
bountifully beftow upon you. In the mean time, I (hall 
never ceafe glorifying God, for having endowed you with 
fucb ufeful talents, and given me fo good a fon. 
« Your affe<aionatc father, Thomas Lyttleton.'' 

Of the death of Lord Lyttleton, a very afFeding and 
inftru£live account has been giv^n by his phyfician. Dr. 
Johnfon, of Kidderminfter. " On Saturday morning the 
fymptoms of his lordfhip's diforder, which for a week paft 
had alarmed us, put on a fatal appearance, and he believed 
Jiimfelf to be a dying man. From this time he fuffered 
from reftlefsnefs rather than pain ; and though his nerves 
were apparently much fluttered, his mental faculties never 
feemed ftronger when he was thoroughly awake. Though 
he wifhed his approaching diflblution not to be lingering, 
he waited for it with refignation. On Sunday his lord- 
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ihip feat for me, and (aid he felt a great hurry, and de fired 
to have a little converfation with me, in order to divert it. 
He then proceeded to open the fountain of that heart, 
whence goodnefs had fo long flowed, as from a co- 
pious fpring. Do6tor, faid he, you fhall be my confcffor. 
When I firft fat out in the world I had friends, who en- 
deavoured to (hake my belief in the chriftian religion. 
I law the diflGiculties which daggered me ; but I kept my 
mind open to convidlion. The evidences of the dod^rine^ 
of chriftianity, ftudied with attention, made me a moft firm 
and perfuaded believer of the chriftian religion. I have 
made it the rule of my life, and it is the ground of my fu- 
ture hopes. I have erred and finned, but have repented, 
and never indulged any vicious habit. In politics and 
public life, I have made the public good the rule (^f my 
condu6l. 1 never gave counfels which 1 did not at the 
time think the beft. I have feen, that I was fon[ie times 
in the wrong, but I did not err defignedly. 1 have en- 
deavoured in private life to do all the good in my power. 
I never for a moment could indulge malicious, or unjud 
defigns upon any perfon whatfoever. At another time he 
faid, I muft leave my foul in the fame ftate it was in before 
this illnefs ; I find this a very inconvenient time for foli- 
citude about any thing. On the morning, when the 
fymptoms of death came on him he faid, I ihall die, but 
it will not be your fault. When lord and lady Valentia 
came to fee his lordfhip, he gave them his folemn bene- 
didion, and faid, " be good, be virtuous, my lord, you 
muft come to this : thus he continued, giving his dying 
benedidions to all around him. On Monday morning 
a lucid interval gave fome fmall hopes, but thofe -rwii&v^^ 
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in the CTening, and he continued d3ring^ but with Tery Kttle 
uneafinefsi till Tuefday morning, Auguft lad, when be- 
tween feven and eight o'clocki he expired* almofl with- 
out a groan.'* 

His lordfliip was buried at Hagley ; the following in- 
fcription is cut out on the fide of his lady's monument. 

« This unadorned ftone was placed here by particular 
defire, and exprefs diredions of the late right honourable 
George, Lord Lyttleton, who died, Auguft 22d, 1773, 
aged 64." JohnforCs Lives of the Poets. 



Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 
Samuel Johnson, an eminent Englifh writer, was 
born at Litchfield, September 7, 1 709, where his father 
was a reputable bookfeller. His mother was a woman of 
great piety and underftanding, who early inftilled the 
principles of religion into the mind of her fon. He ex- 
hibited ftrong marks of genius in the free fchool in Litch- 
field, where he received the chief part of his education, 
and at a fchool in Worcefterfhire, where he patted a year. 
Some of his exercifes have been accidentally preferved, 
and well juftify the expeftations which determined a 
father, not opulent, to confine him in the paths of litera- 
ture. After pafling fome time at home in voluntary and 
defultory ftudy, he was entered as a commoner at Pem- 
broke college, Oxford, in 1728. OpprefFed by pecuniary 
difficulties, he was obliged to make an interrupted and a 
Ihort refidence at the univerfity, and finally gave it up as 
impr^6ticih\c, in the autumn of 173 1 5 after having ftrug- 
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gled as long as pof&ble with fevere indigence) completed 
by the infolvency of his father. 

Before Johnfon was fourteen years of age, he had enter- 
tained doubts of the truth of revelation, which gave him 
great uneafmefs ; but thefe were happily removed by a 
proper courfe of reading ; for his ftudies being honeft end- 
ed in conviftion, and what he had learned he ever after- 
wards endeavoured to teach; 

After he quitted the univcrfity, he returned to Litch- 
field, where he remained till the death of his father, and- 
devoted his time to literary improvements. 

In 1 735, he married Mrs. Porter, a widow of Birming- 
ham ; and foon after, fitted up a houfe in Eclial, near 
Litchfield, where be undertook to keep a fchool ; but 
this plan failed for want of encouragement. 

In March, 1737, having relinquifhed his fchool, he 
formed his firft expedition to London, in order to try his 
talents in that great field of exertions. Being reduced to 
the neceffity of writing for a fupport, he formed a litera- 
ry connexion with Cave, the editor of the • Gentleman's 
Magazine. His principal employment for feveral years, 
was that of writing for Gave in the magazine. His ac- 
count of the lives of eminent perfons, form an interefting 
part of his communications to this work. Soon after, he 
publifhed " Irene,*' a tragedy; and an imitation of Juve- 
nal's third fatire, entitled " London, a Poem," which ac- • 
quired him great celebrity as an author. 

Johnfon planned much more than he executed. A 
lift of his literary projects, amounting to nearly forty arti- 
cles, has been prefcrved by Sir John Hawkins ;* all of* 
♦ See Hawkins' Life of Johnfon, p. 7 3, T v 2^<i» 
N Z 
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which, from indolence, verfatility, or want of encourage- 
ment, remained unexecuted. At length, in 1 747, he be- 
gan an edition of Shakefpeare ; and publifhed the plan of 
his Englifli Didionary. To enable him to complete this 
laft ftupendous work, he hired a houfe in Gough Square, 
Fleet Street, fitted up one of the upper rooms in the man^ 
ner of a counting houfe, and employed fix amanuenfes. 

On the 20th of March, 1750, he publifhed the firft pa- 
per of the Rambler, which he continued without interrup- 
tion, Tuefday and Friday, till the 17th of March, 1752- 
In this very excellenl work, he proceeded almoft without 
afnftance, only five papers in the whole having been fup- 
plied by other writers. 

With what devout and confcientious fentiments he un- 
dertook this paper, is evidenced by the following folemn 
addrefs to the Divine Being, for a blefiing on the work, 
which he compofed and offered up on the occafion. 

" Almighty God, the giver of all good things, without 
whofe help all labour is ineffe£lual, and without whofe 
grace all wifdom is folly ; grant, I befeech thee, that in 
this undertaking thy holy fpirit may not be withheld from 
me, but that I may promote thy glory, and the falvation 
of myfelf and others : grant this, O Lord, for the fake 
of thy fon Jefus Chrift. Amen." 

The concluding paragraph of his farewell paper in the 
Rambler, appears to have been written under a perfuafion 
that the Deity had been propitious to his labour, and that 
the folemn addrefs to him, which he, had compofed and 
offered up, on occafion of his engaging in it, had been 
beard, and was likely to be accepted. 

•♦ The efTays profeflTedly ferious, if 1 have been able to 
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execute my own intentional will be found, exaftly con- 
formable to the precepts of Chriftianity, without any ac- 
commodation to the licentioufnefs and levity of the pref- 
ent age. I therefore look back on this part of my work 
with pleafurcy which no praife of man fhall diminifh or 
augment. I (hall never envy the honours which wit and 
learning obtain in any other caufe, if I can be numbered 
among the writers, who have givea ardour to virtue^ and 
confidence to truth :*' 

** Celeilial powers ! that piety regard, 

•* From you my labours wait their laft reward.*^ 

Soon after the publication of the Rambler, JohnfonV 
wife died. This event afFe6i:ed him in the deepeft man- 
ner ; and the morbid melanchcJy> to which he was con* 
fUtutionally fubjedi, acquired additional force. In his 
** Prayers and Meditations," we find very remarkable ev- 
idence, that his affection for her never ceafed, even after 
her death. 

Johnfon publifhed his DiAionary in May, 1 755, hav- 
ing been previouHy honoured,, in February, with the de- 
gree of mafter of arts by diploma, in teftimony of his a^ 
bilities and merit ; he completed this great work with lit- 
tle affiftance of the learned, and without any patronage of 
the great. 

He now for fome time produced only occafionsd com- 
pofitions in various works ; but in 175B, he began the 
"Idler," which was continued till 1760. It has been 
remarked, that, "as he advanced in years he became more 
praaical. The Rambler fliowed more of man in his gen- 
eral nature ; the Idler more of man in his local manners. 
The Rambler was the work of a profound, com^ttJasxs&H^ 
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philofopher ; At Idler, of a msB of genius experienced 
inlffe.'** His next publication was the « Prince of Abyt 
fhiia/' abeautifiil little novel in the eaftern ftyle, abound-^ 
ing with the moft ufeful and moral nuaimsi fuited to fev« 
eral conditions of life. 

Notwithftanding this great man's various puUications,^ 
be was ftiU poor. At length, in 1 762, he was placed by 
royal munificence above the neceffity of fubfjjling by oc« 
cafional and precarious efforts. The king granted him a 
penfion of three hundred pounds per annum, exprefsly as 
a reward for the merit and moral tendency of his writings ; 
without any kind of ftipulation relative to the future ufe 
of his pen. As he delighted in converfation, in 1764, he 
formed the " Literary Club,*' confifting of a number of 
gentlemen of abilities and learning. His fuperiour talents 
made his company highly acceptable ; httice he was vifited 
and careffed by the witty, the elegant, and the learned. 
His many peculiarities were overlooked and forgotten, in 
the admiration of his underftanding ; while his virtues 
were regarded with veneration, and his opinions adopted 
with fubmiffibn* The fame energy of mind, which was 
difplayed in his literary productions, was exhibited in his 
converfation, which was various, ftriking, and inftru6tive. 

In July, 1 765, he was complimented by the univerfity of 
Dublin, with the degree of doftor of laws. The fame 
year, after a long delay, he publifhed his edition of Shakef- 
^pcare. In March, 1775, ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ doAbr was confirm- 
ccl to him by the univerfity of Oxford, which fent him this 
degree alfo by diploma. His tour in Scotland, in 1773, 
produced his book, entitled, " A Journey to the Weftern 
lilands of Scotland,'* which was publifhed this year. In 
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1.777, ^^ undertook his laft great work, ** The Lives of 
the Englifh Poets." In a previous memorandumi he fays 
of them, «* Written I hope in fuch a manner as may 
tend to the promotion of piety.'' From the clofe of this 
ufeful and pleafing labour, his health began to decline. 
He did not however view the approach of death with tran- 
quility ; his conflant fear of diffolution was fo great, that 
it ailoniihed all who knew the piety of his mind, and the 
virtues of his life. Yet this dread was only predominant 
when death was viewed at a diftance. From the time 
that he was certain of its near approach, his fears were 
calmed, and he experienced the great alleviation, that a 
fteady faith and firm reliance on the merits of the great 
Redeemer are capable of affording. He infifted that his 
phyficiaa {hould tell him plainly whether he could recov- 
er ; and being informed that it was impoflible without a 
miracle, he rcfolved not to take any more phyfic, not even 
opiates, for he had '^ prayed, he faid, that he might reiign 
his foul to God unclouded.*' He became perfedily refign- 
ed to his approaching fate ; and died on the 13 th of De- 
cember, 1.784, full of refignation, ftrong in faith, and 
joyful in hope ; and was buried in Weftminfter Abbey, 
A monument was ereded to his memory, and completed 
in 1796. 

Dr. Johnfon's Works were publiihed, coUeftively with 
his life, by Sir John Hawkins, in 1787, forming eleven 
volumes in odavo. A new edition, amounting to twelve 
volumes 8vo. with an EfTay on his Life and Genius, by 
Arthur Murphy, Efq. was publiflied in 1792. 

It is obferved, *« that perhaps literary hiflory does not 
afford a more ftriking inftauce of ^^Xx^^xdcuoari vik.\x\.^ 
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more faappilf and beneficially exerted, than in tht mind 
of Johnfon. An underftanding acutCf poignant, forcible, 
and profound ; an imagination rich, flrong, and brilliant ; 
a moft retentive memory, ftorcd with knowledge, were 
uniformly detoted to promote the caufe of wifdom, vir* 
tue, and religion. •* 

This great man was a fincere and zealous membei* of 
the church of England* He was fteady and inflexible in 
maintaining the obligations of piety and virtue. ^< His 
attention to veracity,'* fays one of his moft intimate ac- 
quaintance, •* was without equal or example.** He Was 
alfo eminently diftinguifhed for his charity to the poor. 

** The religion of Dr. Johnfon," fays Sir John Haw- 
kins, << had a tin£lure of enthuiiafm, arifing, as is conjec- 
tured, from the fervour of his imagination, and the ^eru- 
fai of St. Auguftine, and others of the fathers ; and the 
writings of Kempis, and the afcetics, which prompted him 
to the compofition of meditations and devotional exercifes. 
It further induced in him an habitual reverence fdr the 
name of God, which he was never known to utter, but on 
proper occafions, and with due reverence ; and operated 
on thofe who were admitted to his converfation, as a pow- 
erful reilraint on all profane difcourfes, and idle difcufiions 
of theological queftions : and laftly, it infpired him with 
that charity, meaning thereby a general concern for the 
welfare of all mankind, without which we are told that 
all pretenfions to religion ar« vain." 

Dr. Johnfon was a warm and able advocate for the 
truth of the chriftian religion ; and exprefied his averfion 
to infidelity to all ranks, and at all times, without the 
fmaUeA rcferve: he ufed to fay, that "no honeft man 
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could be a deift^ for no man oould be (b, after a fair ex- 
amination of the proofs of chriftianity.** 

BofwelPt Lift of Johnfon^'^Hawktns* lAfs of 
yQhnfon."^Pio%%i*s Anecdotes of Johnfon. 



JAMES FERGUSON. 

James Ferguson, an extraordinary felf taught math- 
ematician and aftronomer, was born at Bamfhire in Scot- 
landy 1 7 10. At an early age, he exhibited an uncommon 
genius, but his parents being in low circumftances, he was 
placed with a fhepherd, where he continued four years, and 
in this iituation learned to mark the portion of the ftars. 
His ingenuity recommended him to a gentleman, who re« 
ceived him into his family, where he learnt arithmetic, al- 
gebra, and the elements of geometry. He made a wood- 
en clock, and afterwards a watc)^ from a cafual fight of 
one of each. His fuperiour'talents introduced him to Sir 
James Dunbar, who taught him the rudiments of draw- 
ing, and he maintained himfelf and family many years by 
taking portraits both in Scotland and England. At the 
age of thirty he invented his Aftronomical Rotula, a ma- 
chine for fhowing the new moons and eclipfes. 

About 1744) he went to London, and foon obtained 
the patronage of thofe great men who were lovers of 
fcience and uncommon merit. By his delineation of the 
complex line of the moon's motion he obtained the hon- 
our of being defied Fellow of the Royal Society. His 
uncommon abilities recommended him to the favour of 
George HI. who beftowed a peufion o£ 5ol. w^osv Vvni> 
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^d frequently converfed with him on philofophical and 
mechanical fubje6):8. 

This very ingenious man died in 1776, he was the 
author of a number of learned philofophical works ; in par- 
ticular, « An IntroduAion to Eleftricity ;" and «* Af- 
tronomy ex])lained on Sir Ifaac Newton's Principles/* 
which had gone through four editions in 1770. 

Mr. Fcrgufon was a man of the cleareft judgment, and 
moft unwearied application ; yet humble, courteous, be- 
nevolent, communicative, and of the utmoft innocence and 
fimplicity of manners. Inftead of pedantry, philofophy 
feemed only to produce in hini diffidence and urbanity ; 
a love for mankind, and for his Maker. His whole life 
was an example of refignation and exemplary piety. He 
might be faid to be an enthuflafl in his love to God, if re- 
ligion founded on fuch fubftantial, enlightened grounds as 
his was, could be ilyled enthufiafm. 

His patient fubmiffion while in an humble flation, and 

energetic exertions to acquire ufeful knowledge, appear to 

have been derived from a firm reliance on divine Providence, 

and a well founded belief of the facred truths of chriftianity. 

Eccentric Biography, — Encyclopedia, 



yONJS HANWAT, Eseij 
Jonas Han way, who ilands high enrolled among the 
friends and benefadors of mankind, was born at Portf- 
mouth, 17 12. He was at a very early age, bound ap- 
prentice to a merchant in Lifbon, and afterwards conijeAed 
Jiimfcif with a mercantile houfe at Pcterfcurg, in confe- 
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qucnce of which, he was induced to make a journey into 
Perfia. On leaving Ruffia, with an independent fortune, 
he returned to his own country, and pafled the remainder 
of his life as a private gentleman, honourably to himfelf 
and ufeful to the worlds 

In 1 753, he publifhed an account of his travels through 
Ruffia into Perfia, and back again through Ruffia, -Ger- 
many, and Holland. To thi? work alfo was added an 
account of the revolutions in Perfia, during the prefent 
century. HiB other publications are very numerous, and 
all calculated to evince his piety* and liberality of mind. 

The inftitution of the Marine Society, is to be attribu- 
ted to Mr. Han way's adlivity and benevolence ; the ufe- 
fulnefs of which requires no panegyric ; its trueft praife is 
its extraordinary fuccefs. This was the favourite objeft of 
his care ; but in 1 758, he was alfo particularly inftrumental 
in the eftablifhment of the Magdalen Cliarity. His pub- 
lic fpirit, and above all his difintereftednefs, were fo con- 
fpicuotw, that a deputation of the principal merchants in 
London waited upon the earl of Bute, vjrhen prime minif- 
ter, and reprefented to him that an individual like Mr. 
Hanway, who had done fo much public good, to the in- 
jury of his private fortune, was deferving of fome fignal 
mark of the public efteem. He was accordingly made a 
commiffioner of the navy, a fituation which" he held more 
than tvirenty years, and when he refigned, was allowed to 
retain the falary for life, on account of his known exer- 
tions in the caufe of univerfal charity. 

To enumerate the various inftances, in which the be- 

* See, in particular, bis Refledions 01^ life wti i^x^oa. 

o . 
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ii€voknce of Mr. Han way was fuccefafully exerted^ would 
be DO eafy talk. Sunday fchools in a great meafure may- 
look ui^on him a9 their father ; the chimney-fwecpers' boys 
are much indebted to his humanity ; and perhaps there 
never was any public calamity, in any part of the Britifh 
empire, which he did not endeavour to aUeviate. 

This excellent man was a fincere and ardent friend to 
praSical religioa ; and in the great articles of faith and 
pietyt he clearly coincided with the fcriptjurei, as explained 
in the articles of the church of England, of which he was 
a zealous member. 

The happy effeds of religion were exhibited in all his 
conduct. In private life, he was remarkable for the flrid-^ 
eft integrity, and for a frankncfs and candour, which nat- 
urally infpired confidence. 

Some years before his death, Mr. Hanway wrote his 
own epitiiph, and had it engraved on a brafs plate. It is 
here fubjoined, as it contains an epitome of his life and 
charader : 

" I believe that my Redeemer liveth, and that 1 alfo 
fliall arife from the grave. 

JONASi HJNWAT, Es^ 
** Who trufting in that good Providence, which fo vifibly 
governs the world, paifed through a variety of fortunes 
with patience.* Living the grcateft part, of his days in 
foreign lands, ruled by arbitrary power, he received the 
deeper imprcflion of the huppy conltitution of his own 
country, whilft the perfualive laws contained in the New 
Teftament, and the confcioufnefs of his own depravity, 
foftened his heart to a fenfc of the various wants of his 
fellow creatures. 
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•« Readef inquire no Ibrthcr, 
" The Lord have inercy on his ftnil, and ^ine." 
Animated with a lively faith in the glorious Redeettier^ 
Mr. Hanway met the fmcnmons of 4eath with as much 
tranquillity as if he had been going on one of his journeys. 
He expired in 1 768 ; and a fubfcription was raifed to 
ereA a monument to his memory. 

Biographical Dl5lonaryy VoL VIL*^^HiJlorU 
Defence of Expenmenial Religion^ Vol, IL 



Dk. JOHN FOTHERGILL. 

John Fothergill, a celebrated phyfician, was born 
March 8th, 17 12, in Yorkfhire. After remaining two 
years under the tuition of Dr. Wilmot at St. Thomas's 
hofpital, he was fent to Edinburg to ftudy phyfic, and 
there -took his doctor's degree- He began tg pradlice in 
London about 174O9 and acquired both reputation and 
fortune. He was admitted a licentiate of the college of 
phyficians in that city, and in 1 754, fellow of Edinburg, 
to wbich he was a confiderable benefaftor. In 1753, be 
became a member both of the Royal and Antiquarian 
Societies, and before his death, belonged to the Royal 
Society at Paris. 

Befides his jfkill in medical fcience, he was well ac* 
quainted with natural hiftory and bo^ny ; and was, for 
many years, a valuable contributor to the Gentleman's 
Magazine, which in return afidfted his rifmg fame. He 
continued to praftice phyfic with uninterrupted fuccefs, 
till within the two laft years of his life, when a maladY% 
which was caafed by his unreroiUing ^Xt«u\Aotvi ^WCx^i,^^ 
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hire greatly to contradk it, and for fome time before his 
death he prefcribed gratis. He died at his houfe in Har- 
per flreet, December 26, 1780, aged fixty nine years. 

Dr. Fothergill was eniinently diftiuguiflied for adive 
benevolence. His public benefadions, encouragements 
of fcience, attention to the health, the police, and con- 
venience of the metropolis, are too numerous to be par- 
ticularly enumerated. 

This illuftrious phyfician was a firm believer in the truth 
of divine revelation ; and was at the expenfe of an entirely 
new tranflation of the whole Bible* from the Hebrew and 
Greek originals, in two volumes folio, 1764 ; and alfo in 
1730, of an edition of Bifhop Percy's Key to the New 

Teftament-t 

In order to confute the opinion, that phyficians have 
been in general unfriendly to chriftianity, Dr. Rufh ad- 
duces the inftances of Fothergill, Sydenham, Boerhaive, 
Haller, and other diftinguifhed charafters in the medical 
line, who have been believers in, and advocates for the fa- 
cred truths of revealed religion. 

Biographta Medlca Vol L — Rujh'^s 
Medical Inquiries > 



JOHN WINTHRO P, Essi. 
John Winthrop, profeflbr of mathematics and natural 

♦ This work is faid to have coft the doftor not lefs than 2000 
pounds ; it was executed by Anthony Purver, a celebrated quaker. 

t This performance was adapted for a feminary of young quakers 
at Ackworth, near Leeds, but innumerable inftances confpire to prove 
bli benevolence was not confioed to hii owR deifomination. 
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philofophyy was defcended from an ancient and refpeda* 
ble family, and born in Bofton, December 19, 17 14* 
He was educated at Harvard college, and graduated in 
1732, being .then diftinguifhed for Jiis fuperiour talents, 
and proficiency in literature. 

In the year 1738^ he was chofen profeiTor of mathe- 
matics and natural philofophy, at Harvard college, and 
filled this place with dignity and propriety. He pofleff- 
ed great ftrength of miild, a found judgment, a retentive 
memory, and uncommon quicknefs of apprehenfion. Being 
afiiduoufly engaged in purfuing his ftudies, his learning 
was deep and critical ; and he had the happy talent of 
communicating his ideas in fuch an eafy and intelligible 
manner, as to render the moft abftnife fubjedts plain to his- 
pupils. 

The wifdom of his counfcls greatly ftrenpjthened the 
government of the college. He was not only excellent 
in his own profeffion, but was an univerfal fcholar. In 
claffical learning, few were his equals. In order to ac- 
quire a more perfedl knowledge of the facred writings of 
the Old Teftament, he made fuch a proficiency in the 
Hebrew language, as enabled him to form an exaA judgy 
ment on the moil critical and difficult pafTages. 

In his proper profeffion, he acquired a high' character in 
foreign univerfities. His merit was early acknowledged, 
aihd he was admitted a fellow of the • Royal Society in 
England ; with which he maintained a correfpondence. 
When a fociety was formed in Philadelphia for fimilar 
purpofcs, he was received among their firll mgmbers. la 
1765, he was honoured by the univerfity of Edinburg 
with the degree of doAor of laws 5 and the foxa^.t^^^^ 
2 
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was paid him the fubfeqaeat year by Harvard college. 

la 1 7739 when the contention with Great Britain be- 
gan to afiume a ferious afpefly he was chofen into the 
council of MafEichufcttSy and gave his affiftance in all the 
ineafures taken to fecure the liberties of his country^ and 
prevent the calaoiities of civil war. He was alio chofen 
the enfuing year, buty with fome other patriots, was nega- 
tived by the govemour. When the war with Britain ac- 
tually commepcedi he was again called to the council 
boardy and through that and the following year, continued 
to employ all his talents in defence of his country. 

But the greateft excellence of his chara&er is derived 
from his fupreme regard to religion. He paid the higheft 
reverence to divine revelation ; ftudied the fcriptures with 
the greateft attention, and was fully convinced of their 
truth ; hence he vindicated the gofpel on all occafions, 
attended all the public ordinances of religion, and main* 
tained feiious devotion in his family. His piety was un- 
diiTembled, and every part of the chriftian temper was 
apparent in his life and converfation. 

This chriftian philofopher, the day preceding his death 
gave ample teftimony to the truth of the gofpel in 
the following words : ** I view religion as a matter of 
very great importance. The wifc men of antiquity fat 
thcmfclves to work to prove the reality of a future ftate. 
They catched at every thing which had the ihadow of 
probability. Tbey gave a degree of plaufibility to the 
argument. They were fenfible of the need they ftood in 
of fuch a doftrine. In oppofition to the wife men of 
antiquity, the wife men of modern times have employed 
their abilities to undermine every argument in favour of 
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immortality, and in wcakning the only hope that can fuf- 
tain us. But the light thrown on the matter by the glo- 
rious gofpely with me amounts to demonftration* The 
hope which is fet before us in the New Teftament, is the 
only thing which can fuppbrt a man in his dying hour. 
If any man build on any other foundation, in my appre- 
henfion, his foundation will fail/' 

This excellent man died 1779, in the fixty fifth year of 
his age. 

Langdon*s Sermon on the death of Profeffor Wlfithrop. 



JAMES BURGH. 

]kiiknz Burgh, a worthy and ingenious moral and po- 
litical writer, was born in Madderty in Perthfhire, North 
Britain, in the latter end of the year 1714* After receiv- 
ing a fchool education, he was removed to the univeriity 
of St. Andrews, with a view of becoming a clergyman in 
the church of Scotland, but did not continue long at the 
college, being obliged to leave it on account of ill health. 
This circumftance induced him to lay afide all thoughts 
of the clerical profeffion. 

After unfuccefsfully engaging in trade, he removed to 
Great Marlow, as an affiftant in the free grammar fchool 
of that town, where he firft commenced author, by writijig 
a pamphlet, entitled "Britain's Remembrancer,'* 174^* 
which went through five large editions in two years. 
Soon after, he publiihed <' Thoughts pn Education," and 
other valuable works. 

In 1747, he commenced maftcr of wauc^i^Pl 'wx^x^Va 
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Newington^ in Middlefex ; and after continuing tbree 
years in this place^ removed to a more commodious fitua* 
tion in Newington Green. Here, for nineteen year8> he 
conduced his fchool with great reputation and fuccefs ; 
many young perfons having been trained up by him to 
knowledge and virtue. Few preceptors have been animat- 
ed with a more ardent folicitude for forming the morals, 
as well as the underftandings of their pupils. In 1 75 1 , he 
married a lady who zealoufly concurred in promoting his 
laudable and ufeful undertakings. 

In 1 764, he publifhed his great work, entitled " The 
Dignity of Human Nature, or brief account of the certain 
and eftablifhed means for attaining the true end of our ex- 
iftence.*^' It was reprinted in two volumes oAavo, 1767. 

Having, for many years, led a very laborious life, and 
acquired a competent, though not a large fortune, he de- 
termined to retire from bufinefs. In embracing this refo- 
lution his more immediate objeft was to complete his 
** Political Difquifitions,'* for which he had, during ten 
years, been colleAing fuitable materials. Upon quitting 
his fchool, in 1771, he fettled at Colebrooke, now Ifling- 
ton, where he continued till his deceafe. He had not 
been long in this new fituation, when he was attacked with 
a fatal malady, which deeply afflifted him during the four 
laft years of his life. Yet, to the aftoniftiment of all who 
were witneffes of his fufferings, he continued his Political 
Difquifitions ; the two firft volumes were publifhcd in 
1774, and the third volume in the enfuing year. 

It was his intention to have extended his Difquifitions 
to fome other objed, if he had not been prevented by the 
Violence of his diforder, the tortures of which he fuftained 
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with uncommon patience, and from which he was happily 
releafed, Auguft 26, 1 775, in the fixty firft year of his age. 
Mr. Burgh was diflinguifhed for his henevolence, integ- 
rity, and piety, and in his writings has ably and zealoufly 
advocated the truth of the chnflian religion. 

Biographical DiSionary^ VoL IL 



Dr. JOHN GREGORT. 

John Gregory, a celebrated phyfician, was born at 
Ab erdeen, 1724. After attending the medical le Aures at 
Edinburg, he went to Leyden, and ftudied phyfic under 
three celebrated profeffors. Soon after his return from 
Holland, he was ele£led profeflbr of philofophy in the 
king's college of Aberdeen. He fettled in Lpndon, 1 754 ; 
but in the fubfequent year was invited to fdc^ctd his 
brother as profeflbr of medicine in Aberdeen, and accepted 
the offer. 

In the year 1764, he publifhed his << Comparative View 
of the State and Faculties of Man, with thofe of the 
Animal World.'* This work was confiderably enlarged 
by the author, in a fecond edition. He was appointed 
profeflbr of medicine in the univerfity of Edinburg, 1766 j 
and the three following years, he and Dr. Cullen gave 
alternate leftures on the theory and pradice of phyfic. 
He was the author of the " Father's Legacy to his 
Daughters," which has been tranflated into various lan- 
guages. He died fuddenly, February 9, 1773 5 having 
retired in apparent health, he was found lifekfs in the 
morning. 
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As a phyfician, Dr. Grregory was eminently drftirtgtiifli- 
cd. His benevolent alfedions were ftrong, and in tlie ex- 
ercife of his profeffion, were exhibited in many Damelefs 
but important attentions to thofe under his care i atten- 
tionsi which proceeding in him from a pTinci|:4e of hu- 
manityi were not fqnared to the circumilances or rank of 
the patient, but bellowed with liberality, where they were 
moft requifite. 

This excellent man was a firm believer in, and an advo- 
cate for the truth of the chriftian religion. In his Legacy 
to his DaughterSyhe fpeaks inhigh terms of the HcJy Scrip- 
tures ; and warmly recommends to them the ferious aiid de- 
vout worfhip of God in piiblic and private. In his ** Cofli- 
parative View,'* &c. he makes excellent reflections on the 
pleafures which refult from a devotional taiftc. He ob- 
ferves iir this work, that *< fon>e philofoptors hav« been 
infidels ; few men of tafle and fentiment. There is a fub- 
lime but tender melanchc^y, alnK>ft the univerfa) ^tendant 
©n genius, which is apt to degenerate into gloom and dif- 
gnft vnth the world. Devotion is admirably calculated 
to footh this difpofition, by infenfibly leading the mind 
to thofe profpe^s which cahn every murmur of difcontcnt, 
and diffufe a cheerfulnefs over the darktft hours of human 
Ufe.'' 

Btographia MedicOf Vol* L — Fuhlic CbaraderSi 180Q. 
Gregory^s Comparative Fiew, fifif. 



LORD HAILES. 
David Dalrymple, the fon of Sir James Dalrymple^ 
of IJailcSf canto auditor of the ex«\xec^\xw i« ^c«toAv 
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was born at Edinburgh oji the zBth o£ October, 1726 ; 
and educated at Eton fehool, where he was diftinguifhed 
no lefs for his acquifltkms in literaturei than for the regu- 
larity of his manners. 

From Eton, he returned to Edinburg, where, after the 
ufual courfe of a gentleman's ftudies in that univerfity, he 
went to Utrecht, to apply himfelf to the civil law,^ and 
remained there till 1746. He was c^ed to the Scotch 
bar in 1748, where, notwithftandfng his abilities and 
learning, his fuccefs did not anfwer the expedations which 
had been formed. But though there were certain pecu- 
liarities in his manner, and he did not (hine as an orator, 
yet on points which touched his own feelings, and the in- 
terefts of truth and virtue, his language was animated, and 
his arguments energetic. 

His high fenfe of honour and inflexible integrity, were 
univerfally admitted ; and it was with the waripieft appro- 
batioil of the public, that in 1766, he was appointed one 
of the judges in the court of feffions ; and in 1776, he fuc* 
ceeded to the place of a lord commiffioner of the jufUcia* 
ry. Upon taking his feat on the bench, he aflumed the 
title of Lord Hailes, according to the ufage of the court, 
and is generally known by this defignation among the 
learned in Europe. His unwearied afliduity in examining 
intricate matters, hi» c.oncife and elegant manner of expreif- 
ing his fentiments, and his profound knowledge, rendered 
him eminent in this ftation. t 

Lord Hailes was no lefs celebrated as a man of general 
erudition, and as a voluminous writer, than as a found 
lawyer, and an able and upright judge. His ikill in claf* 
fical learning, the belles Icttres, and hiftorical antiquities 
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cfpccially thofc of KIs own country, is unircrfally admitted* 
Some of his writings are highly valuable ; in particular, 
his Annals of Scotland, and Inquiry into the Secondary 
Caufes, which Mr. Gibbon has affigned for the rapid prog- 
rcfs of chriftianity. 

His tafte for retirement, which the date of his affairs 
rendered for a while neceffary, increafed as he advanced 
in years. His conftitution, as well as his principles and 
habits, rendered him averfe to diffipation of every kind. 
After he was made a judge, he confidered abftraAion from 
the gay and fafhionable world as conneded with the duty 
of one whofc time was no longer his own ; and when he 
chofe to unbend his mind, it was in the fociety of literary 
friends, whom he felj^ed as much for their mirth and good 
humour, as for their genius and learning. 

Although his lordfhip's conftitution had long been in 
an enfeebled ftate, he profecuted his ftudies, and attended 
his duty on the bench, till within three days of his death, 
which happened on the 29th of November, 1792, in the 
66th year of his age. 

The following fketch of Lord Hailes* charaAer is ex- 
trafted from a funeral fermon, preached foon after his 
death, by his learned friend and venerable paftor^ Dr. 
Carlifle. 

His knowledge of the laws was accurate and profound, 
and he applied it in judging with the moft fcrupulous in- 
tegrity. In hii proceedings in the criminal court, the fat- 
isfaftion he gave the public could not be furpafffd. His 
abhorrence of crimes, his tenderncfs for the criminals, his 
rcfpeft for the laws, and his reverential awe of the Om- 
nipotent Judge, infpired him, on fome occafionSi with a 
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commanding fublimity of thought, and a feeling folemnity 
of exprei&oni that made condemnation feemjuft, as the doom 
of Providence, to the criminals themfelves, andraifed a falu* 
tary horrour of crimes in the breads of the audience* 

** Confcious of the dignity and importance of the high 
office he held, he never departed from the decorum that 
becomes that reverend charafter ; which indeed coft him 
no effort to fupport, becaufe he adled frOm principle and 
fentiment, both in public and private. Affedionate to his 
family and relations, fimpleandmild in his manners, pure and 
confcientious in his morals, enlightened and entertaining in 
his converfation, he left fociety only to regret, that devot- 
ed as he was to more important employments, he had fo 
httle time to fpare for intercourfe with them. 

*< He was well known to be of high rank in the republic 
of letters, and his lofs will be deeply felt through many of 
her departments. His labours in illuftration of the hif- 
tory of his countryi and many other works of profound 
erudition, remain as monuments of his accurate and faith* 
ful refearches for materials, and his found judgment in the 
feledion of them. Of his unfeigned piety and devotioOf 
you have very often been witneffes where we now arc. 
I muft add however that his attendance on religious ordi« 
nances, was not merely out of refpeft to the laws, «nd for 
the fake of example, but from principle and conti&xon» 
and the moft confcientious regard to hiq duty ; for he not- 
only pra£Ufed aU the virtues and charities, in proof of hit 
faith, but he demonftratedthefiacerityof hiszeal,by theuo- 
common pains betook toiUttftrate primitive chriftianity, and* 
by his elaborate and aUe defence of it igainft iu enemitv 

P 
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JAMES BOWDOIN, Essb 

James Bowdoin was defcended from the proteftant 
inhabitants in France. His father, in the year 1686, on 
the perfecution which followed the revocation of the edi6l 
of Nantz, fled to .America, and in 1688, fettled in Bofton, 
where his fon was born, Auguft 7th, 1726. He was 
educated at Harvard college, and graduated in 1745. 
During his refidencc at the univerfity, he was diftinguifti- 
'ed for his fuperiour abilities, and iingular attention and 
induftry in the purfuit of ufeful knowledge. 

He had fcarcely attained the age of twenty one, when, 
by the death of his father, he found himfelf in poiFeffion 
of a large eftatc, which enabled him to gratify his benevo- 
lent difpofition, by his extenfive charity. He formed an 
early connexion with a refpedable family, which continued 
during life, and afforded him the folace of domeftic en- 
joyment. 

In the year 1753, he waschofen a reprefentative for 
the town of Bofton ; in 1 757, and the twelve fucceeding 
years, he was eleded a member of the council. During 
the altercation with Great Britain, he took a decided part 
in defence of the liberties of his country. 

In the year 1779, when the people of Maffachufctts 
called a convention for the purpofe of forming a new con- 
flitution for the ftate, he was eledled their preiident, and in 
this ftation, condu£ked with dignified propriety. 

During a long period of his life, he was overfeer of 

Harvard college ; and rendered the means of inftrudlioa 

more ufeful, by many handfome donations ; and eftablifli- 

ed, by his will, a fund for the benefit of the univerfity; ' 

In May, J 780, when the aft, which ^ives a charter of 
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incorporation to the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences pafled the legiflature^ he was chofen their preii- 
dent, and for a number #f years, annually elefked to the 
fame office. The fociety was benefited by his intereft, 
while his literary labours fenred to promote the end de- 
iigned by the inftitudon. His publications, which are in- 
ferted in the Memoirs of the Academy, evince his deep 
Acquaintance with philofophical fubje6ls. 

In the year 1785, he was chofen govemour of Maffa- 
chufetts, and was affiduous in performing the duties of this 
exalted ftation. The enfuing year, he was again eleded ; 
and his fpirited exertions, during the infurredion, united 
with thofe of the officers and militia under his command, 
reftored order and regular government. 

His laft appearance as a political chara£ler was in the 
convention of the ilate, appointed in 1788, to cozflder the 
conftitution of the United States. He gave his voice for 
the adoption of the federal conftitution, from a full con- 
vidion that it was the bed that human wifdom could deyife. 

His reputation as a man of fcience and virtue, was not 
confined to America, but diftinguifhed honours were con- 
ferred upon him by many learned bodies. He was made 
do6tor of laws by the univerfities of Cambridge, Phila- 
delphia, and Edinburg ; fellow, of the Royal Societies of 
London and Dublin ; and prefident of the Humane So- 
ciety in Maflachufetts. 

This excellent man was an open and unreferved profcf- 
for of the chriftian religion ; and pundual in performing 
all the public and private duties it enjoins. His piety was 
rational, uniform, and energetic ; it led him to be juft and 
generous to his fellow men ; induced Vum \.q ^^^u^t^^ 
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every ufefiil public iaftitution j and rendered Urn kind and 
affectionate in all the relations of domeftic life. 

Whilft in poffeffion of the undebilitated powers of his 
mind, he was attacked with a painful and fatal diforder, 
under which he lived feveral months, but in the full view 
of approaching death. Having embraced chriftianity> in 
confequence of flrid examination and ferious Convidion, 
liis religion was built on the firmeft bafis, on which he 
reded his hope, and from which he derived his confola- 
tion. He mentioned, during his illnefs, that the perufal 
of " Biftiop Butler's Analogy" had been of- great ufe in 
fatisfying his doubts, and confirming his mind upon this 
fubjed. " From the time of my reading that book," faid 
he, " 1 have been an humble follower of the bleffed Jefus." 
He exprefTed in ftrong but humble terms, his fcnfe of the 
benefit of affli6Uons, the efficacy of chriiUan principles to 
fupport the mind under them, and the importance of re- 
ligion to our prefent peace and future happinefs. His 
profpedts of immortality were bright and glorious ; for 
when he apprehended his diffolution to be approaching, 
he expreffed his fatisfaAion in the thought, that he was 
<* going to the full enjoyment of God and his Redeemer." 
He died in Boflon, November 6th, 1790, much refpeded 

and beloved. 

LowelPi Eulogy on Governour Bowdoin.^^^ 

Thatcher^s Sermon on hit Death* 



JOHN HOWARD, Essb 
The life of this excellent man exhibits a (hining exam- 
pie of difinterefted goodncfc and gencrofity. Here we 
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fee a gentleman of independent fortune, voluntarily relin- 
quiftiing the enjoyments of eafe and elegance, and encoun- 
tering fatigue and danger, to relieve the loweft and moft 
abandoned part of mankind. %ch an heroic inftance of 
humanity and felf denial, difplays^ a (triking manner, the 
i>enevolent tendency of the chriftian religion. 

JoHH Howard, the great philanthropift, who copying 
the divine example, went about doing good, was bom fit 
infield, 1727. He loft his father in his youth, and not 
being intended for a learned profeffion, received only air 
ordinary education ; but the ftrength of his mind, and the 
vigour of his perfeverance, in a great meafure fupplied thi» 
deficiency. 

His liberality, with refpedt to pecuniary concerns, wa» 
early difplayed $ and at no time of hi» life does he feem 
to have confidered money in any other light, than as an 
inftrument in procuring happinefs to himfelf and others. 
The little fortune which his firft wife poffeffed, he gave to 
her fifter;'andduring hisrefidence in Newington, h^bcftow- 
ed much in charity, and made a handfome donation for the 
purpofe of providing a dwelling houfe for the minifter. 

His attachment to religion was a principle imbibed in 
his earlieft years, which continued fteady and uniform 
through life. The body of chriftians, to whom he par- 
ticularly united himfelf, were independants, and his fyftem 
of belief was that of the moderate Calvinifts. But 
though he appears early to hare formed a decided opin- 
ion refpeAing the doArines he thought beft founded, and 
the mode of worfbip he moft approved, yet religion, ab- 
ftraftedly confidered as the relation between man and hi^ 
Maker, fccma to have been tbc pxiixd^ oV^tft. f&Yaa x^- 



174 EXCELLENCE OF THE 

gard. He was lefs folicitous about modes and opdniooff, 
than the internal fpirit of piety and devotion ; and in hi9 
cftimate of different religious focicties, the circumftances 
to which he principalljr^ittended were their apparent zeal 
and fincerity* In LooAn, he feems chiefly to have joined 
the baptift congregation in Wild Street, long under the 
jniniftry of the nguch refpefted Dr. Stennet. It was his 
conilant pra3ice to join in the fcrvicc of the eftablilhment, 
when he had not the opportunity of attending a place of 
diflenting worfhip ; and though he was warmly attached 
to the intereils of the party he efpoufed, yet he poffeffed 
the true fpirit of catholicifm, which led him to honour 
virtue and religion wherever he found them, and to regard 
the means, only as they were fubfervient to the end. 

Mr. Howard's wife died in the year 1756, and being 
now difengaged from domeftic cares, he was induced by a 
fmgular and fublime curiofity to vifit Lifbon, then lying 
in the recent tuins of its terrible earthquake. The pack- 
et in which he failed being taken by a French privateer, 
he was lodged in a French prifon, and became acquainted 
with all the fufFerings of his countrymen in the fame fitu- 
ation. Thefe, on his return to England, he took care to 
make known to the commiffioners of fick and wounded 
feamen, who gave him thanks for his information, and ex- 
erted themfelves to obtain redrcfs. The future diredion 
of his time and talents, which gave him immortal fame, 
was probably owing to this perfonal misfortune. 

In the year 1758, he married Mifs Henrietta Leeds, a 
lady who pofTefTed in an eminent degree all the mild and 
amiable virtues proper for her fex. After this alliance, 
Jbefcttkd Sit his cftate in C»idingten, near ]^dford. 
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During his reiidence in this place, he was affiduoufly la- 
bouringtopromojtcthehappinefsofallaroundhim. Thoagk 
devoid of the ambition of making a fplendid appearancci 
he had a tafte for elegant neatnefs, in his habitation and 
furniture. His fobriety of manners, and peculiarities of 
living, did not fit him for much promifcuous fociety ; yet 
no man received his fele£^ friends with more true hofpital- 
ity, and he always maintained an intercourfc with feveral 
of the firft perfons in his country, who knew and refped- 
ed his worth. 

It was the capital obje6k of his ambition at this time» 
that the poor in his village fhould be the moil orderly in 
their manners, the neateftin their perfons and habitations, 
and pofiefied of the greateft (hare of the comforts of life, 
that could be met with in any part of England ; and as it 
was his difpofition to cari-y every thing he undertook to 
the greateft pitch of perfedion, he fpared no pains or ex- 
penfe to effed this purpo{^e. He began by building a 
number of neat cottages on his eftate, annexing to each a 
little land for a garden and other conveniences. In thefe 
benevolent deiigns, he had the full concurrence of his excel- 
lent partner. Having once fettled his accounts at the clofe" 
of a year, and finding a balance in his fa^ivur, he propofed 
to his wife to make ufc of it in a journey to London, or ' 
any other gratification fhe chofe. " What a pretty cot- 
tage it would build," was her anfwer> and the money was 
fo employed. Thefe comfortable habitations, he peo- 
pled with the moft induftrious and fober tenants he could 
find ; and exercifed over them the fuperintendance of a 
mailer and a fisher combined. Being careful to fiimifh 
them with onploymcnt, tQ fiM.xVv^xaVsv^OKad^'wA^ 



178 EXCELLENCE OF THE 

trcfsy and to educate their children.* In order to'prefenre 
their morals) he made it a condition, that they fhould reg* 
uhrly attend their feveral places of worfhip, and abflain 
from public houfesy and from fuch amufements as he 
thought pernicious; and he fecured their compliance 
with his rules, by making them tenants at his will. He 
was fo liberal at the &me time, as to give them liberty 
to attend where they (fleafed. 

In the year 1765, his domeftic happinefs receiTcd a fc- 
▼ere ihock, in the death of his beloved wife ; whofe mem- 
ory he ever cheriftied with the greateft fbndnefs and af- 
fedion. 

In the year 1773 he was nominated to ferve in the of- 
fice of high (heri£F for the county of Bedford, which, aft 
he emphaticaUy obferves, « brought the diftrefs of prifon- 
crs more immediately under hie notice." This induced 
him to form the benevolent defign of vifiting all the prit 
one and places of confinement throughout England, for 
the heavenly purpofe of alleviating the mifery of the fuf- 
ferers. This tour he accompKfhed with indefatigable 
zeal, and being examined before the houfe of commons on 
the fubjeft of prifons, he received the thanks of the fen- 
ate for his exe*fe>n8; and had the felicity to find his vol- 
imtary labours had not been wholly in vain, as they excit- 
ed the attention of the legifiature, and were in fome meaf- 
ure produftive of the benefits propofed. 

To a man of Mr, Howard's enthufiafm, a ftimulus wzs 
fcarcely neceifary to do good ; but this encouragement 

• Mr. Howard's bounty was particularly direded to giving the 
poor a ufeful education; and in early life, he eftabliihed fchoolsfoir 
both fex^BfCoadixA^ upon theinol!t\u4klo\i%^Ua« 
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operated like a cordial on his mind, and having repeatedly 
infpeded the receptacles of crime, of poverty, and mifery, 
throughout Great Britain and Ireland, he extended his 
views to foreign countries. In this benevolent purfuit, 
he travelled three times through France, four through 
Germany, five through Holland, twice through Italy, once 
through Spain and Portugal, and alfo through Denmark^ 
Sweden, Poland, and part of Turkey. Thefe excurfions 
occupied, with fome fhort intervals of reft, the period of 
twelve years. 

In 1777, he pubhfhed an account of foreign prifons, 
and endeavoured to ferve the caufe of humanity by this 
and other valuable works. 

When he was abroad, a propofal was made to creA a 
ftatue to his memory, while yet living. This intelligence 
filled him with deep concern. ** Alas ! faid he, our beft 
performances have fuch a mixture of fm and folly, that 
praiTe is vanity, prefumption, and pain to a thinking 
mind.'' The defign was rdinqui(hed at his eameft re^ 
queft, and the money colle6ied was.principally applied for 
the relief of captive innocence and misfortune. 

He fat out upon his laft journey in July, 1789, which 
was to have been of great extent, and taken up three 
years. He feemed to apprehend that he was going 
to bid a final farewell to his country ; and in his laft pub- 
lication, previous to this fatal tour, obferves, ** I am not 
infenfible to the danger that muft attend fuch a journey 5 
trufting however to the proteftion of that kind Providence, 
which has hitherto preferved me, 1 calmly and cheerfully 
commit myfclf to the guidance of unerring wifdom. 
Should it plcafe God to cut off my \i£c|mNi« ^t^Vvi>x>C\^ 
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ofthis defiga, kt not' my condnd be uncaodidlj tainted 
to nflmefiiorenthiifiafbibiit toa ttnooBf delibeitte ooo- 
n&ionythatlampurfiiiiigthepBthofduty; aodtoafia* 
cere defire of being made an inftmment of more eztenfiVe 
yifefulneCito my feUow creatiues, than could be expefted in 
the narrow circle of retired life*'' 

This erenti which hismind feemed to prefiige» aftually 
took place at Cherfon» a new Ruffian fettlement^ where 
themal^nity of difeafehad cntoffthoofandsof that na« 
tion. His benevolence prompted him to vifit a young la« 
dy, who lay fide of an epidemic fieveri in order to admin- 
ifter fome medicine for her relief. Here he caught the 
'diftemper, and]died| January i6tlit lypOya.viftim to hii 
own hi^mamty* 

A monument has lately been erected to his memory in 
St. Paurs cathedral, which reprelent« Mr. Howard in a 
Roman drefs, with a look and attitude expreffive of be* 
nevolence and zSdniyt holding in one hand a fcroll of 
plant for the improvement of prifons» hofpital8» &c. and 
in the other, a key i while he is trmmpling on chains and 
fetters. The epitaph contains a iketch of his life, and 
concludes in thefe words. << He trod an open but unfre- 
quented path to immortality, in the ardent and unremit-> 
ted exercife of chriftian charity ; may this tribute to his 
fame excite an emulation of his truly glorious achiev- 
ments." 

The following lines, in Dr. Darwin's Botanic Garden, 
give a lively defcription of the a6Uve benevolence of this 
excellent man. 

« And now philatithropby, thy ways divine, 

** X)m thrdui^ Uie ^obe, firam ZtebU to the ltiif» 



CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 179 

« 0*ere&ch dark prifan Tfiajn the cheering light, . 

•( Like nothern lu&res o*er the vault of nij^, 

^ From realm to realm, with crols or crefcenc crown*dt 

" Where'er mankind and mifery are found ; 

« 0*er burning fands, deep waves, on wilds ef fhow, 

** Thy Howard, journeying, feeks the hoiJe of woe ; 

^ O'er many a winding ftep, through dungeons dank, 

** Where anguiih wails aloud, and fetters clank ; 

^ To caves>be(lrew*d with many a mouldering bone, 

'< And cells, whofe echoes only learn to groan ; 

•* Where no kind bars a whifpering friend difdofei 

** No fun-beam enters, and no zephyr blows ; 

*' He treads, inemulousof fame or wealth, 

• Profufe of toil, and prodigal of health; 

" With ibft| aiTuaJive eloquencte expands 

<* Power's rigid heart, and opes her clenching handf » 

** Leads ftem eyed juilice to the dark donxaio, 

** If not -to fever, to relax the chain ; 

•* Or guides awaken'd mercy through the gloom, 

<< And (hews the pr^on, (ifter to the tomb ! 

** Gives to her babes, the felf devoted wife, 

^ To her fond hufband, liberty and life. 

" Yefpiritsofthegood,whobendfromJbSgh, i 
** Wide o'iBr thefe earthly fcenes, their partial eye^ 
«* When firft array'd in Virtue's pureft robe, 
«* They fiiw her Howard traverfing the globe, 
(* Saw round his brows thefun-like glory blixe, 
" In arrowy circles of unwearied rays ; 
« Miftook a mortal for an angel gueft, 
« And aik'd what Seraph foot the earth impreft'd, 
'< Onward he moves, dileafe and death J'etire, 
" Aqd ttunnuring demons hate, him, and admire." 

Jiitn** Life of Homati^-^GtmrS 

Biographkd Ditlhnafy^ 
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JOHN THORNTON, Es^. 

John Tho&ntoMi a gentleman diiUnguiftied for Sb« 
erality and piety^ who difpofed of various fums for charita- 
ble purpofeS) with an unremitting conftancy, during a 
long courfe of years* His benefa£Uons were much larger 
than is common for opulent perfonSf who are celebrated 
for their benevolence. Hence he was regarded rather as 
a prodigy, that might excite aftoniftiment, than as an ex- 
ample, which men of equal affluence were obliged to 
imitate. 

His grand objeA in difpenfing his bounty, was to pro- 
mote the knowledge and pra6tice of religion among man- 
kind \ and to induce the carelefs, the ignorant, and profli- 
gate, to attend to their eternal welfare. Hence he was 
the pattern of all pious and laborious clergymen, frequent- 
ly educating young men, whom he found religioufly dif- 
pofed, and purchafing many livings, in which his ultimate 
defign was, to plant ufeful minifters in thofe parts, where 
he fuppofed the people to be perifhing for lack of vifion. 
He alfo difperfed a great number of Bibles, in different 
languages, into diftant countries, perhaps even in all quar- 
ters of the globe, and with them vaft quantities of pious 
and ufeful publications* 

But though this was the grand obje£l of his liberality, 
yet it was by no means condu6led on an exclufive princi- 
ple. He aimed to adorn and recommend, as well as to 
extend the religion which he profefied, and to exhibit its 
genuine tendency towards all men. In fubferviency to 
> this defign, and from the mod enlarged and expanded phi- 
lanthropy, he adopted, fupported, and patronized, every 
uaderuking calculated to fupply the wants, to relieve the 
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tllftreffcs, or to increafe the comforts of any of the human 
fpecies, in whatever climate, or of whatever defcription, 
provided they properly fell within his fphere of aftion. 
Perhaps it would even be difficult to mention one public 
or private charity, of evident utility, to which he was not, 
at one time or another, in fome meafure a benefaflor. 

Mr. Thornton's beneficence was not always withheld, 
even on account of the extreme wickedncfs of thofe who 
were to receive the advantage of it ; but he was guided in 
this refpedl by the profpeA of doing them good, either in 
rcipedl of their temporal or eternal welfare. 

His extenfive charitable donations did not embarrafs his 
affairs, interfere with the real interefts of his family, or 
oblige him to alter his very hofpi table, though fimple 
manner of life. A proper and prudent economy furnish- 
ed him with fufficient funds for his profufe bounty. He 
had no relifti for extravagance and luxury, and unneceffary 
pomp and magnificence. Though he was courteous to 
all men, and not forgetful to entertain ftrahgers, he was 
not reftrained from the exercife of his adlive benevolence 
by a flavifh fubjedlion to the human opinions and fafhions, 
by which public good fuffers fo much, and private happi- 
nefs gains fo little. 

This excellent man rendered his bufinefs fubfervient to 
bis beneficence ; for he not only made the gains of hit 
commerce, in a great degree, a fund for the fupport of his 
charity ; but his commerce itfelf was frequently an intro- 
duAion to the knowledge of the wants and calamities of 
mankind in diftant regions ; and a medium through which 
to relieve their neceflities, and to circulate among them 
Bibles and other religious books. 

His piety was equal to his pbilaulhYO^^ • 'A^ ^\^>\w)^- 

. Q 
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ly ftudied the facred fcriptures, as the rule of his faith and 
praAice ; and was pundlual in the public and private ex- 
ercifes of devotion. Though he was attached to the 
do6lrine> worfhip, and difcipHne of the church of England, 
he was equally a cordial friend to pious perfons among 
the diffenters. His rule of judgment was not determined 
by a minute regard to his own fentiments in die more dif- 
putable points, but was formed on the great outHnes of 
^o6trine and pradice, which are evidently contained in 
the fcriptures. 

His unaffcded and deep humility may be confidered as 
another diftinguifliing trait m his charader. His liberality, 
ufeful induftry, and piety, appeared not to himfelf in any 
degree meritoriohs. Nay, he was convinced, that in every 
refpeft, he fell fhort of his duty, and was entirely depend- 
ant on the mercy of God, in Jefus Chrift, for the pardon 
of his fms, and for final acceptance and felicity* 

Though Mr. Thornton was in general healthy, and pof- 
feffed a good conftitution, yet for a long time before his 
death, he was fenfible that he grew old, and often fpoke 
of his nearnefs to the eternal world, with a ferenity that 
{bowed fuch reflexions to be familiar, and even fatisfadory 
to him ; and when the folemn feafon wa« arrived, he 
calmly prepared for his diffolution, bleffing his furro und- 
ing children, and exhorted them to devote their lives to 
the fervice of their Creator. This pious and benevolent 
Ulan died 1790. 

Difcourfe on the Death of John Thornton. 



Dr. JOHN G. ZIMMERMAN. 
John George Zimmeilma^, ^ cdOot^U^ ^V-^Cxc-W 
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and ingenious author, was born at brugg, a town on the 
German part of the canton of Berne, on the 8th of De- 
cember, 1728. His father, the fcnator J. Zimmerman, 
anxious for his future eminence as a fcholar, fuperin tended 
his. education until he had attained the age of fourteen, 
when he was fent to a German univerfity, where he diftih- 
guifhed himfelf by his unremitting attention to the vari- 
ous branches of literature. 

After leaving the univerfity, he determined to ftudy 
phyfic under the celebrated Haller, who had recently been 
promoted by George II. to a profcflbrfhip in the univerfi- 
ty of Gottingen. The promifing genius of his young 
pupil induced Halle^ to receive him with the greateft cor- 
diahty, and he behaved to him through life as a father, 
preceptor, patron, and friend. 

The genius of Zimmerman was too expanfive to be 
confined exclufively to the ftudy of medicine ; mathemat- 
ics, natural philofophy, and poUtics, alfo engaged his at- 
tention. In order to relax his mind from feverer ftudies, 
he acquired a complete knowledge of the Englifh lan- 
guage, through which he formed an intimacy with the beft 
Britifh poets, particularly Shakefpeare, Pope, and Thom- 
fon. Amidft thefe purfuits, he felt a ftrong prefentiment 
of future greatnefs ; and in 1 748, writes thus to Dr. Tif- 
fot of Berne, his particular friend and biographer. " I 
pafs every moment of my life here, like a man who is de- 
termined not to be forgotten by pofterity." But his ar- 
dent purfuit of knowledge began materially to aflfed his 
health, and produced many alarming fymptoms of that 
grievous malady, the hypocondria, a difbrder which afEi<ft- 
ed him, and impeded his ufefullnefs^ through the whole 
cottrfe of his life. 
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During the early part of his refidence at Bertie^ he pub- 
h'fhed many excellent effays in the Helvetic Journal^ and 
began the life of Haller, which he afterwards completed 
and publifhed at Zurich. It was received with the highefi 
approbation. 

Zimmerman's heart was fufceptible of ftrong attach- 
tnentSy and he formed one for ai lady, who was related ta 
jailer, and widow of a Mr. Steek. She pofTeffed good 
ienfe, a highly cultivated mind, an elegant tafte, and lively 
fancy, united with that fweetnefs of manner, that equability 
of temper, and foothing charm of vx)ice, which fo fre- 
quently recalled his drooping fpirits, during the time that 
it pleafed Heaven to continue their union. 

Soon after his marriage, the pofl of phyfician to the 
town of Brugg became vacant, and the principal citizens 
requefted him to undertake it. Though the falary wag 
very moderate, he was induced to accept the place 5 and 
in this fituation paffed fourteen years of his life, dividing 
his time between the ftudy and pradice of phyiic, perufing 
valuable books on other fubjefls, and in compofing, and 
correfponding with his friends. 

His condud as a phyfician forms a ftriking example foj? 
thofe in the medical line, and is thus defcribed by his af- 
fectionate biographer. 

<* Zimmerman's tafte for folitude did not render him neg- 
leAful of the fundlions, which his employment impofed 
Upon him, and which he fulfilled with the greateft tender- 
oefs and moft fcrupulous exaAnefs. It was a duty, and 
tlie difcharge of it gave him pleafure ; an extraordinary, 
diffiQult, and dangerous cafe engaged his utmod attention, 
and he fcarcely ever quitted his patient. The hypocon- 
Jria, fold thofe who knew hio)) difapp^ared'the roome«t 
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he entered our chambers ; the concern with which he ex- 
amined U89 commenced by giving us comfort ; he confoled 
and encouraged us, and iinifhed his vifits as a phyfician, by 
the remarks of a friend^ which fufpended in part the feel- 
ing of our ills.** 

In 1756, he published his firft « Effay on Solitude ;'* 
and three years after, gave the world his ** Diflertation on 
National Pride.'* In 1 760, he was admitted a member of 
the fociety at Berlin ; and fince that time^ of federal other 
literary bodies, who were eag«r to receive him. 

In the year 1768, he was appointed chief phyfician to 
the king of England in Hanover. In this fituation, he 
was plunged in the deepeft forrow, by the death of his ex- 
cellent wife, who, after many years of lingering fickncfs, 
expired in his arms, on the 23d of June, 1770. In the 
year 178 1, he was alfo deprived of an amiable daughter. 

His domeilic comforts being now almofl entirely de- 
ftroyed, he was induced once more to enter into the mar* 
riage union with a daughter of the king's phyfician at Lu- 
nenburg. This lady was well acquainted with the Eng- 
lifli and Italian languages ; (he criticifcd his compofitions 
with original tafte and found judgment ; and continued 
to the laft moment of his life, to be the tutelary angel, that 
direded, fuftained, and confoled him. It was at this pe- 
riod, that he refumed and finiihcd, nearly thirty years after 
his firft eflay, his great work on Solitude. It is in four 
volumes ; the two firft of which appeared in 17841 the 
two laft in 1786. 

This publication was received with great applaufe. 
The emprels of Ruilia was fo well pleafed with it, that in 
1786, (he fent the author a ring, fet with diamonds q€ ex- 
traordinary fize and beauty, with a go\4*ii tor^'^X^ >at.wsi^ 
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on one fide the figure of the emprefs^ and on the other, 
the happy reform of the Ruffian monarchy ; to which wai 
added a note in her own hand writing, containing thefe 
words. " To M. Zimmerman, counfellor of ftate, and 
phyfician of his Britannic majefty, to thank him for the ex- 
cellent precepts he has given mankinJ, in his hook upon 
Solitude.'* Thcfe flattering marks of her approbatioa, 
were accompanied with an invitation to St. Beterfburg, 
which he declined, on account of his health. The cm- 
prefs commenced a corrcfpondence with him, which laded 
fix years. The ordinary fubjeds of their letters were 
poUtics, literature, and philofophy. She alfo caufed it to 
be propofed to him to fettle at St. Peterfburg, as her firft 
phyfician, with a handfome falary ; but he declined ac- 
cepting the offer. 

This celebrated phyfician was a ;2ealou8 advocate for the 
truth of the chriftian religion ; hence, at this period, hc~ 
fuffered great uneafinefe from the progreGi of a new and ex- 
traordinary fociety, whofe grand objeA he fuppofed was 
to abolirti religion, and fubvert fecial order. This con- 
federacy, which is denominated, " 'Xht Secret Society of 
the Illuminated," had become very formidable in Germa— ^ 
ny ; and had vainly endeavoured to gain Zimmerman, 
who laid before the pubHc the means by which they en- 
deavoured to make profelytes. From that time, he was 
attacked by all the joumalifts in Germany. His book 
was not criticifed, but burnt 5 and feveral pamphlets ap- 
peared to blacken his charaAer and infult him. Too wife 
to reply* though deeply irritated by their invedives, and 
]M\\ more by the iniquitous royfteries which he daily faw 
developed, he attacked without referve, and with all the 
e/ihrgy of j)is mind and pen, the whole tribe of \he iUu- 
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minatcd. Though many refpedable pcrfons few the 
progrefs of this focicty with filent regret, he was the firft 
to expofe its principles, and endeavour to open the eyes 
of the princes of Germany, to the danger to which they 
were liable, by neglecting to oppofe the progrefs of fo for*, 
midable a league. 

A correfpondence foon commenced between Zimmer- 
man, and a number of perfons who entertained fimilar 
ideas on this fubjeft. In 1 791, he received very preffing 
letters from M. Hoffman, profeffor of eloquence at Vienna^ 
propofmg the eftabliftiment of a journal to guard againft 
the defigns of the lUumihees, and rcqucfting dircAions, 
materials, and advice. In his anfwers, he hinted at means 
io be employed by the princes, for fupprefling thefe new ' 
revolutionifts. Soon after, Hoffman informed him that the 
cmperour; Leopold, patronifed his journal, and was deter- 
mined to exert his utmoft authority to crufli the confede- 
racy. Upon receiving this information, Zimmerman ad- 
dreffed a memorial to that prince, explaining the danger- 
ous principles of this fed, and pointing out the beft meth* 
ods of preventing their fatal confequences. \ The empe- 
rour returned a fpeedy anfwer, in which heteflilied his ap- 
probation ; and, as a mark of his gratitude, prefented him 
a box fet in diamonds with his cypher. A letter from the 
perfon whom Zimmerman had employed to prefent the me- 
morial, and with whom Leopold had converfed concerning 
it, entered into very minute details refpefting the inten- 
tions of that prince, and declared that he had refolved im- 
mediately to employ the meafures which had been recom- 
mended to him ; and that, in order to extend their influ- 
ence, the affair (hould be reprefented to the diet o£ R.'ax\^- 
boo; as ap objeft which demaud^id xVicic Ta»%. Iwsnxs* ^-^.^ 
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liberation. This intelligence was highly pleafing to Zim* 
mennan ; but his grief was proportionably greaty wheUf a 
few days after, he was informed of the unexpeded death 
of the emperour, accompanied with Tcry myftenous cxr« 
cumftances. 

This excellent man foon recovered from the deje6UoQ 
into which this event had plunged hifiii and redoubled his 
adivityy by extending his correfpondencest and publifhing 
frefti pamphlets. He not only wrote himfelf^ but difperf- 
ed the works of the other defenders of the fame caufe, 
which was no eafy talk, as many of the bookfellers were 
in the intereft of the Illuminees, who purfued him as their 
moft dangerous enemy. Deeply impreffed with the im- 
portance of the caufe> he devoted the hours of repofcf 
both early and late, to this arduous talk. His mind was 
thus in continual adion, and his body had not the repofe it 
required. He fupporied himfelf under this incelTant fa- 
tigue for feveral years ; but his health was gradually un- 
derminedf and in 1 794, he wrote a letter to his particular 
friend, in which he thus points out the progrefs of the fe- 
cret fociety. " She is miftrefs of almoft every prefs, of 
every German journal, and of all the courts." The eventS^ 
of the war in Germany feemed alfo deeply to afFed his 
fpirits ; and he feared the invafion of the eledorate, and 
the facking of Hanover. Thefe melancholy ideas increaf- 
ed in proportion as his health and ftrength failed, and he 
was haunted with the idea that the enemy were plundering 
his houfe, and he and his family reduced to a ftate of mifery 
and want. At certain intervals, his mind feemed to recover, 
only for the purpofe of rendering him fenfible of his ap- 
proaching diffolution 5 and he frequently faid to his phyfi- 
aans, « I perceive my death will be flow and painful.'^ 
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About fourteen hours before his death, he exclaimed^ 
** leave roe to myfelf, I am dying." He expired without 
a groan, on the 7 th of Odober, 1798. 

« What upright mind," fays Dr. Tiffot, *< docs not rc^ 
gret the lofs of a man, who has given himfelf up with a 
perfeverance, perhaps without example, to the good of 
humanity ; who having feen fpring up, and quickly be- 
come powerful, an afTociation, whofe aim feems to be the 
deftruAion of every bafe on which, for fo many ages, the 
order and happinefs of fociety has repofed 5 who firft, and 
for a long time alone, combatted all its principles, and op- 
pofed himfelf to its progrefs, with a force and conftapcy, 
of which few, very few men, would have been capable ; 
who, without any other view than that of the general 
good, and animated by the admirable principle, that to 
fpare the wicked is to hurt the good, expofed himfelf to 
the moft violent criticifm, to the refeutmcnt, to the hatred, 
of a multitude of men, redoubtable by their talents, by their 
credit, and even by their principles ; who has facrificed hii 
pleafures, his fortune, his repofe, his health, and even hrs 
life, to the defire of putting a flop to a defolating fcourge,'* 

Tiffot s Liff of Zmmrmnfik 
f 

EDMUND BURKE, Es^. 

Edmund Burke, a celebrated ilatefman, was the foa 
of a worthy and able attorney, and bom in Limerick in 
Ireland, 1729.* He was firft fent to an academy, and 
thence to Dublin college. Having completed his educa- 
tion at the univerfity, he went to London, and entered him- 
iielf a ftudent of the Middle Temple, with. ^ n\^^ ^i\x^'4^ 
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called to the bar. Animated by the firft examples of an- 
tiquitfy he bent all the powers of hia capacious mind to 
the acquifition of knowledge. But his health was not 
equal to this intenfe application^ apd a dangerous illnefs 
tV^atened to deprive himfelf, his friends, and the worMi 
of the fruits of fuch unparalled induftry and talents. 

Soon -after hia recovery, he married Mifs Nugent^ 
daughter of the phyfician who attended him in his iick* 
nefs. Returning health again enabled him to purfue his 
ftudies, and the firft efforts of his genius were exhibited in 
^ An Inquiry into the Nature and Origin of our Ideas 
refpefking the Sublime and Beautiful.*' From this work 
we may date the commencement of his fame as an author. 

In the year 1776, he was made fecretary to the marquis 
of Rockingham ; and through the favour of Lord Vemcy, 
was (qcmi after returned a rcprcfentative of the borough of 
Wendover. His firft exertions in parUament were in op- 
po&ion to the defign of taxing the Americans. All his 
public fpeeches were eminently diftinguiftied for eloquence, 
and brilliancy of imagination. 

In 1790, he publifhed his RcfleAions on the change 
which had been effedcd in France. He had long viewed 
with anxiety the new pMofophy become fafhionable in 
that kingdom ; and bellowed the moft accurate attention 
on the defigns of its votaries, as they gradually unfolded 
themfelves. Being firmly convinced, of the truth of Di- 
vine Revelation, his mind was ftrongly imprefled with the 
neceiSty of religion to the well being of foeiety ; for he 
few that morals would fail without its fupport 5 and that 
religious fcepticifm had a tendency to produce political 
^nfufion. 
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During the recefs of 1794, he quitted tke fenate in fa- 
vour of his foa ; but he did not live to fulfil the expe6la- 
ti(n)3 of his beloved lather, who was deeply affeded with 
his death. 

This great man's moral charafler was as amiable and 
refpedable, as his intelledual was admirable ; and his con* 
du6l was exemplary in all the duties and relations of life. 
His a£Fe£lions were ardent,andhis friendAiips fervid and ac- 
tive. He united the wifdom of the philofopher with the 
urbanity and elegance of the polite gentleman, and held 
an elevated rank among the fiatefmen of £urope* 

During his lad illnefs, his underftanding: operated with 
undiminifhed force, and uncontra6ted range ; and his dif- 
pofition retained its ufual fweetnefs. He continued regu- 
larly to perform the duties of benevolence and religioni 
His concern for the happinefs of his friends, and the welfare 
of mankind, were equally vivid. He frequently, during his 
ficknefs, declared his unfhaken belief of the chriftian reli- 
gion, his veneration for chriftians of all perfuafions, but his 
own preference for the church of England. He bore his 
long and painful illnefs with the fortitude of a chriftian ; 
and looked forward with trembling hope to that eternal 
reft, which he had long fought with unfeigned humilia- 
tion. He appeared neither to wi(h nor to dread, but pa- 
tiently and placidly to wait the hour appointed for all liv-. 
ing. A fhort time before his death, he recapitulated the 
moft important aftions of his life,' the circumftances in 
which he a€ted, and the motives by which he was prompt- 
ed ; and fpoke with pleafure of the confcious redlitude of 
his intentions. He cxpreffed his cordial forgivetv^Ci <sC ^ 
thofe who had endeavoured to in^uxe Vum^ ^^ ^'^^ ""^^ 
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fuited to the fimple greatnefs of mind he had difplayed 
through life, calm without levity, and full of dignity with* 
out oflenlation. He had been liftening to fome eifays of 
Addifon, in which he ever took delight ; had recommend- 
ed himfelf in many affed^ionate meflages to the remem- 
brance of thofe abfent friends, whom he had never ceafed 
to love 5 had converfed fome time with hia accuftomed 
energy of thought and exprcflion, on the awful fituatioa 
of his country, for the welfare of which his heart was in- 
tereftcd to its laft beat ; had given with fteady compofure 
fome private direftions, in contemplation of his approach- 
ing death, when, as his attendants were conveying him to 
his bed, funk down, and, after a fhort flruggle, expired 
without a groan, July 8th, I797» at his feat at Beaconf- 
field, in the fixty eighth year of his age. 

Bt/fefs Life of Burke.'i^jlnttual Necrology i I797» 



WILLIAM COWPERy Essi, 
William Cowper, an eminent poet, was bom in 1 73 r. 
He was defcended from an ancient family^ who were dif- 
tinguiftied both for rank and talents. His father, the 
reverend John Cowper, was chaplain to King George IL 
and rector of Great Berkhamftead in Hertfordfhire. Hii 
mother, whofe merits are feelingly recorded by the filial 
tendcrnefs of the poet, died in 1737.* The lofs of this 
excellent parent in his childhood, was his firft misfortune, 
and perhaps contributed greatly to the dark colouring o£ 

♦ Mr. Cowper publlihcd a beautiful little poem, fifty years after 
the decease o/liig mother, on receWin^Vior ^idura from Norfolk. 
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his fubfequent life. He appeared peculiarly to require 
maternal attention ; for his infancy was delicate in no com- 
mon degree, and his cpnftitution difcovered at a very early 
feafon, that morbid tendency to diffidence, to melancholy 
and defpair, which darkened as he advanced in years, into 
periodical fits of the moft deplorable depreffion. 

At nine years old, Cowper was fcnt to Weftminfter 
fchool. This fituation was ill failed to his natural ten- 
demefs and timidity; and the cruel' treatment of his older 
afTociates, left an indelible impreflion on his mind. How- 
ever, it did not prevent him from cultivating his intellec- 
tual faculties with afUduity and fuccefs. 

After quitting Weftminfter fchool, at the age of eigh- 
teen ,.he was fent to a celebrated attorney, with whom he 
continued three years, and then entered himfelf, as a reg- 
ular ftudent in law, at the Inner Temple. His genius and 
inclinations rendered him totally unfit to encounter the 
buftle and perplexities of public life. His biographer ob- 
ferves, that, " referved as he was to an extraordinary and 
painful degsee, his heart and mind were yet admirably 
faftiioned by nature, for all the refined intercourfe and con* 
fidential delights of friendftiip and of love ; but though 
apparently formed to poftefs, and to communicate an ex- 
traordinary portion of mortal felicity, the incidents of his 
life were fuch, that, confpiring with the peculiarities of his 
nature, they rendered him, at different times, the moft un- 
happy of mankind." 

In his thirty third year, he was nominated to the office 
of reading clerk, and clerk of the private committees m the 
Houfe of Lords. But as the idea of reading in public 
proved a fource of torture to hv| teai^ *.tA ^^^t^w>&s^ 
R 
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ttguoos. In this retirement, he attra^d the notice of 
William Carthome Unwioy then a ftudent at Cambridge^ 
whofe father, a clergyman, fuperint^nded a private clailical 
feminary in Huntingdon.- This intelligent young man 
folicited Cowper's acquaintance, and, charmed with the 
acquiiition of fuch a friend, prefented him to his parents, 
who affedionately folicited him to relinquifh his lonely 
lodgings, and fix his reiidence with them. He complied 
with their. requed, and lived in the moft intimate friend- 
fliip with this amiable family. 

After the death of Mr. Unwin, which took place in 
1767, Mr. Cowper removed to Olney in Buckinghamfliire, 
accompanied with that gentleman's widow, who gene- 
roufly requcfted him to continue under her care. This 
lady poffefTed a fuperiour intellefl, and highly cultivated 
mind ; and proved to him a fingular and invaluable friend. 
The reverend Mr. Newton was then curate of Olney, and 
they were defirous of entering into the flock of a benevo- 
lent and animated paftor, whofe religious ideas were con- 
genial with their own. 

The retirement of this excellent man was ennobled by 
xnany private a(E\s of beneficence j for though he was far 
from being opulent, he exerted his confined ability to the 
utmod to afUfl the indigent ; and his capacity to do good 
was enlarged, by the liberal afliftance of the late Mr. 
Thornton, whofe memory he has immortalized in his poem 
on charity. 

In 1770, the ficknefs and death of his learned, pious, 
and afifedionate brother, made a very deep impreflion on 
the tender heart and mind of Cowper ; hence he was in- 
duced to write a narrative of the remark able circumftan^ 
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CC8 which occurred at that time. In his fequcftered lifcy- 
he feems td have been much confoled and entertained, by- 
tie fociety of his pious friend, Mr. Newton, in whofe re- 
ligious purfuits, he took an adtive part. A colledion of 
hymns, compofed for the inhabitants of Obey, was the 
joint produdion of the divine and poet, and intended, as 
the former exprefsly fay« in hi* preface, " to perpetuate- 
tfie remembrance of an intimate and endeared friendfhip." 

li> '773> Cowper funk intofevere paroxyfms of reli- 
gious defpondency^ which fufpended the exercife of his 
genius for feveral years. He recovered by flow degrees^ 
and refumed his literary purfuits. In 178 1 , he publifhed 
a volume of poemSf chiefly on ferious fubje^ls. In 17869 
he compofed the Tafk, which was printed the following, 
year. In this poem, he not only furpafled all his former 
compoiitions, but executed an extenfive work^. of original 
and diverfified excellence; 

In 1786, he removed with Mrs. Unwin; to the pleafant" 
village of Wefton; During hie refidence in Olney, his in- 
timacy^ with Mr. Newton was fo great, that this venera-- 
ble divine has defcribed it in the following^ remarkable 
terms, in memoirs of the poet, which affediion induced 
him to begin, but which the troubles and infirmities of a 
very advanced life have obliged him to relinquifh. 

M For nearly twelve years we were feldom feparated 
for feven hours at a tin>e^ when we- were awake and at 
home. The firfl fix, I paficd in daily admiring, and en^ 
deavouring to imitate him ;, during the fec5>tid fixy I walk- 
ed penfively with him in the valley of the (Hadow of death*" 

Mr. Newton records^ with a becoming fatiafa^io\\.^\!c«.. 
wsoigd^al dmitj of his friend* ** lit \wt^ >i>fc \g^^>^ - 
Ita. ^ 
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fa^8 his devout memorialift, << he often vifited them in thdr 
cottages, converfed with them in the moft Gondefcsnding 
manner, fympathifed with them, coonlelled and comforted 
them in their diflrefies ; and thofe who were ferioufly dif* 
pofed, were often cheered and animated by his prayers/^ 

In 1 791, after five years of intenfe labour, Cowper pub- 
lifhed a complete yerfion of Homer, in two quarto volumes. 
At the concluHon of this work, he imdertooL an edition of 
Milton, with a translation of his Latin and Italmn poems* 
Mr. Hayiey, who had diftinguiihed himfelf by feveral in^ 
genious productions^ both in profe and verfe, was then en« 
gaged in writing the Life of Milton, This incident gave 
rife to an intimate and endearing acquaintance between 
the two authors. Upon their firft introdu^on, Mr. 
Hayiey obferves, << 1 was enchanted, to £nd that the man- 
ners and converfation of Cowper refembled his poetry^ 
charming by unafFeded elegance and the graces of a be- 
nevolent fpirit."^ 

The literary purfuits of this eminent poet were agaii> 
interrupted by the declining health of Mrs. Unwm, wha 
had watched over him with maternal vigilance, during the 
long periods of his depreifive malady. Her increafing ilU 
nth confpired, with his conftitutional melancholy, gradu* 
ally to undermine his faculties, and plunge him in the 
xnofl diftrefling fituation. 

In I794» the king granted an annuity of three hun- 
drcd a year, to this dejeded invalid ; and in 1795, he was 
placed under the care of his young kinfman, the reverend 
John Johnfon, of Derehanfi, who devoted himfelf to the 
promotion of his health and happinefs. In 1796, Mrs. 
t/awia ended a troubled wftcivW) 4\ftingQdflftR4 hi * fub* 
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lime fpirit of piety and friendfhip, thatihone through long 
periods of calamity) and continued to glimmer through 
the diftrcfsful twilight of her declining faculties. She 
was buried in the north aifle of Dereham church ; a marble 
tablet was ereded to her memor/i with the following in- 
fcription. 

*< TruftiDg in God with all her heart and iiiind» 

** This woman proy*d magnanimoufly kind, 

** £ndur*d afflidion*s defolating hall, 

** And watch'd a poet through misfortune's vale. 

** Her (jpotlefs duft angelic guards defend ! 

*^ It is the duft of Unwin, Gowper*s friend I 

« That (ingle title in it(elf is fame, 

** For all who read his Terle, revere her name.** 
Cowp^r furvived this lady four years^ during which time 
Mr* Johnfon continued his affedionate attentions ; and it 
feemed as if Providence had exprefsly formed him to prove 
fuch a guardian to the declining years of this afflidied 
poet) as the peculiar exigencies of his iituation required. 
He was at times fo far relieved, as to write a few occa* 
iional poems ; and his friends fometimes indulged the hope 
of his complete reftoration to health ; but the depreffion 
of his mind was the effed of bodily diforder, fo obftinate 
that their expc^ations were fatally diiappointed ; and to- 
wards the clofe of the year 1799, it became fufficiently 
evident that he could not fuccefsfuUy contend with the 
ravages of a rapid decay, and that ere long the mortal muft 
put on immortality. 

The deplorable inquietude and darknefs of his latter 
ycarsy were mercifully terminated by . a moft gentle and 
tranquil diflblution. He paffed through the awful m^ 
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prefenty and obferving him in his chamher, not one of 
them perceived him to expire ; but he had ceafed to breather 
about five minutes before five in the afternoon, on the 25tb 
of April, I Boo. He was buried in Dereliam church, 
where a monument was ere6^ed to his memory. 

Mr. Hayley, the afiFedionate biographer of this excel- 
lent man, obferves, that " Few minifters of the gofpel 
have fearched the fcriptures more diligently than Cowper, 
in his days of health, and with happier efie6t ; for a fpirit 
of evangelical kindnefs and purity pervaded the whole 
tenour of his language, and all the condu6i of his life." 

He prepared himfelf for hi& great poetical achievements, 
by a fervent application t& the £acred oracles* * In read- 
ing the Bible, he admired and ftudied the eloquence of the 
prophets. He was particularly charmed with the energy 
of their language^ in defcribing the wrath of the AW 
mighty. 

By his zealous attention to the fcrijpture, he inceflantly 
treafured in his own capacious mind, thofe inexhauftible 
ftores of fentiment and expreilion, which enabled him' 
gradually to afcend the pured heights of poetical renown,^ 
which rendered him at laft, what he ardently wifhed ta 
prove— the poet of chriftianity — ^the monitor of the world.^ 

Haylefs Life of Cowpert^ 



^ 



Silt WILLIAM JONES. 

William Jones, ^£fq. was born in 1746, at his fa-<^ 
ther's rcfidence in Wales. He was fon to the famous 
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friend of Newton^ under whofe patronage he taught 
mathematica. in London. 

Under the guidance and tuition of fuch a parenty the 
mind of this celebrated man was early formed to regular 
habits of thinking, and from him he foon caught the 
generous enthufiafm of literary fame. After having been 
inftruded by his fether in the rudiments of claffical learn- 
ing, he was placed at Harrow fchool, where he diftin- 
guifhed himfelf no lefs by his wonderful facility in acquir* 
ing the learned languages, than by his fine tafte in Latin 
poetry. 

In 1763, he was fent to the univerfity at Oxford, of 
which he was foon made a fellow, and where he was equal- 
ly diftinguifhed for prematurity of mind, and unexampled 
diligence in his ftudies. His diligence indeed was fo un- 
remitting, and his memory fo retentive, that before he had 
attained the age of twenty two, he not only acquired a 
thorough knowledge of the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin 
tongues, but had alfo made great proficiency in the Arabic 
end Perfian. Neither had he neglefted to cultivate the 
polifhed languages of modern Europe ; and his knowledge 
of the French was fo perfeft, that at the age of twenty 
four, while he was yet a reclufe ftudent at the univerfity, 
he tranflated the hiftory of Nadir Shaw from Perfian into 
French, not only with grammatical exadnefs, but with a 
purity and elegance of di6^ion, that obtained him the ap- 
plaufe of the mod diftinguifhed critics in France. About 
this time he publifhed his << Commentaries on Afiatio 
Poetry." 

He had determined on attaching himfelf to the profef-^ 
fion of the law, at* the age of twenty £oux \ ^lA^'o^^^i'^ 
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ftudiei in general jurifprudcnce, and the common law of 
England, had hefn purfued with the moft indefatigable 
diligence^ he negleded not at the fame time, to give his 
attention to phyfical fciences, aniito carry on with amaz- 
ing rapidityyhis refearches into the literature of Afia. 
Between the years 1776, and 1784, he publifhed a num^ 
ber of ingenious eflays in profe, and a volume of poems^ 
chiefly confifting of tranflations from the Arabici Periian^, 
and Turkifh poets. 

The reputation of his genius and great learning, being 
now fpread abroad, his acquaintance was fought by peo- 
ple of the firfi: rank in literature ; he confequently became 
known to Dr. Johnfon and Dr. Jofhua Reynolds, wha 
introduced him to the celebrated hterar^club, of which 
he was admitted a member. 

In the fummer of 1783, he embarked for India, having 
been appointed one of the judges of Ike fupreme court of 
Calcutta. 

When he arrived at Calcutta, after taking his feat on 
the bench of the fupreme court, according to the ufual 
forms, he made public his plan for inftituting a fociety in 
that place, « for the purpofe of inquiring into the hiftory, 
arts, fciences, and literature of Afia." This plan was 
eagerly embraced by thofe gentlemen in Calcutta, who 
were beft qualified to eftimate its advantages, and to con-, 
tribute to its fupport, and being patronized by Mr. Raf- 
tings, the governour general, the fociety was founded, Sir 
William Jones was elcded perpetual prefident, and deliv- 
ered his preliminary difcourfe in 1784. 

He was now enabled to give full fcope to the energy 
of l2i> xnindj and to gratify every wifh of his heart. The 
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t^nde and fruitful region c^f Afiatic learning was opened 
before him, and the high and independent ftation which 
he filled, gave him a commanding profpe6l of it, whilfl 
lie pradlifed thofe laws, which it was the pride of his life 
to cherifh and revere, and adminiftered to his fellow crea- 
tures the pure maxims of juftice and truth. 

He had long ardently defired to ftudy the Sanfcrit lan- 
^ guage, and in three years made himfelf fo completely mat- 
ter of it, that the mod enlightened profeflbrs of the doc- 
trine of Brahma, confcffed with pride,- delight, and furprize, 
that his knowledge of their facred dialed was moft criti- 
cally correct and profound. Their refped and attach- 
ment continued to the laft. The Pandits, who were in 
the habit of attending him, fincerely lamented his death, 
and felt the higheft admiration for his fuperiour talents 
and virtues. 

He applied himfelf to his ftudies with pertinacious and 
unwearied diligence. Notwithftanding the great atteli- 
tion, whi^h his profeffional duties, and the preparation of 
his many valuable difcourfes to the Afiatic Society re- 
quired, lie found time to write and publifli fome works, 
no lefs curious than important, between the years 1788, 
and 1793. Thefe were an Englifh verfion of the Siraji- 
jah or Mahometan law of inheritance, with a commenta- 
ry ; the Inftitutes of Menu, literally tranflated.from thc^ 
Sanfcrit, with a learned preface, treating both of the an- 
tiquity and value of the work ; and an elegant tranflation 
of the drama of Sancontala, from the fasie language. 
The firft of thefe performances, he printed at his own cx- 
penfe, and fold for the benefit of infolveot debtors ; an 
aftion fo difinterefted, that it will Cent lo ^o \SK««3secifiL 
honour to his mcmovf. 



► 
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This eminent man had engaged in a moft ufeful woxlt, 
. which was a copious digcft of the Mahometan and Hindoo 
law, compiled from Arabic and Sanfcrit onginals, a plan 
of which he prefented to government) who gave it the moft 
liberal patronage and ftrenuous fupport ; but the hand of 
death arrefted the progrefs of this performance. In Aprtly 
1794, he was attacked with a bilious complaint* which» 
after a few weeks^ proved fo obftinate» that it baffled the 
utmoft fkill of his phyficians. The laft liour of his life 
was marked by a folemo ad of devotion. Finding his 
difiblution rapidly approaching, he deiired his attendants 
to carry him into an inner apartmenty where at his defire 
they left him. Returning) after a (hort interval, they 
found him iu a kneeling pofture, with his hands dafped* 
and his eyes fixed towards heaven. As they were remov- 
ing him, he expired. 

The following epitaph was written by himfelf, and will 
€oubtlef8 be acceptable to the reader. 
Here lies depofited. 
The mortal remains of a man 
Who feared God, but not death ; 
And maintained independence* 
But fought not riches : 
Who thought 
None below him but the bafe and unjuft, 
None above him but the wife and virtuous. 

Who, loved 

His parents, kindred, friends, country, 

With an ardour 

Winch was the chief fource of 

All his pleafures, and all his pains ; 

And who havitig devoted 
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His life to the fcrvicc 

A-tid to 

The improvenKtit of his mind^ 

Refigned it calmty, 

Giving glory to his Creator ; 

Wifhing peace on earth, 

And 
Good will to all creatures. 
On the— day of— 
In fbe year of our blefied Redeemer 
MDCC. 
The perfon of Sir William Jones was genteel and grace* 
ful ; his countenance open, manly, vivacious, and ferene. n 
His deportment was dignified, yet eafy ; his addrefs cour* 
teous, yet plain ; and his manners poliflied, yet familiar. 
Hence, upon a firft acquaintance, he not only excited the 
admiration, but acquired the efteem of thofe with whom 
he converfed* In converfation, he illuftratcd in a pleafing" 
manner every topic which w^s difcufled, and conveyed in* 
ilru6iion with a modefty and elegance, Ithatat once capti* 
vated and informed the mind. 

The placidity and gentlenefs for which he was diftin- 
guiihed, did not proceed from conftitutional tamenefs and 
languor, but fprang from the union of temperance and lib- 
erality, which a virtuous habit had formed in his mind. 
He was fedate, moderate, and cautious ; but at the fame 
time animated, afpiring, and generous. He pofleffed s 
proud honour, an inflexible firmnefs, and a high fenfe of 
juftice ; yet he had not iii his difpofitioi! any thing of 
haughtinefs, obflinacy, or aufterity. His pride confifted 
fai the love of independence ; his refolution^ u\ (k^w^vci^ 
the temptations of vice j andliia idc^ o£ ^cvj^vv-f <> ^ti ^x^- 
S 
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curing peace and happinefs among men, by making the 
laws loYcly rather than feverc. 

He was no le& eftimable in public than in private life. 
As a public man, whether we confider his fine tafte, the 
ftrength of his mental facnUies, or the vaft extent and va* 
riety of his acquirementSy we are equally enamoured with 
his talents. His intellectual powers were of the higheft 
order. The cleamefs of his underftanding no paradox 
could perplex ; the quicknefs of his intuition ran through 
fyil^ms at a glance ; the folidity of his judgment even his 
lively fancy could not. warp ; and nothing ufeful or ele- 
gant efca^ed the retentive vigour of his memory. To 
thefe properties! he added a fertile imagination^ a luminous 
comprehenfiony and an elailicity of mindy which gave ac- 
tivity to all the operations of his genius. His mind thus 
conftituted, was enriched with the colle6live fcience and 
learning of all timesi and of all nations. 

Sir John Shone, in a difcourfe delivered at a meeting 
of the Afiatic Society, 1794, fpeaking of Sir William 
Jones, obferves, " I have already enumerated attainments 
and works, which from their diverfity and extent, feem far 
beyond the capacity of the moft enlarged minds ; but the 
catalogue may yet be augmented. To a proficiency in the 
languages of Greece, Rome, and Afia,he added the knowl- 
edge of the philofophy of thofe countries, and of every 
thing curious and valuable in ^hcm. The doArines of the 
Academy, the Lyceum of the Portico, were not more fa- 
miliar tp him,thairthe tenets of the Vedas, the myfticifm of 
the SufiSjOr the religion of the antient Perfians ; and whilft, 
with a kindred genius, he purfued with rapture the heroic, 
lyric, or moral compofitions of the moft renowned poets 
4i/ Greece, Rome, and Afia, he could turn with equal de- 
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light and knowledge, to the fublimc fpeculations or mathe- 
matical calculations of Barrow and Newton. With them 
alfo he profeffed his conviftion of the truth of the chrif- 
tian reli^on, and he juftly deemed it no inconfiderable ad- 
vantage, that his refearches had corroborated the multiplied 
evidence of revelation, hj confirming the Mofaic account 
of the primitive world." 

jijiattc Annual Regtfter, — Afiatlc Refearches.^^ 

Note to Maurice* s Poem to the memory of Sir 

William Jones. 



Dk, JAMES BE AT TIE. 
^Jamrs Beattib was bom in Scotland, and received 
part of his education at the univerfity of Aberdeen, where 
he cultivated the belles lettres with great affiduity, and 
as great fue«efs. His firft employment was that of in- 
ftru6ling youth ; he affiftedat the grammar fchool of Ab- 
erdeen, and during his refidence there, married the daugh- 
ter of his principaL He was afterwards promoted to the 
profefforftiip of moral philofophy and logic, in the Ma- 
rifcal College of the univerfity ; and was afliduous in dif-? 
charging the duties of this office. 

After writing a volume of original poems and tranfla- 
tions, in 1770, he publifhed an " Effay on the Nature and 
Immutability of Truth, in oppofition to Sophiftry and 
Scepticifm." A few years after, in 1777, this work wa» 
republifticd in quarto, by fubfcription, at the defire of fev- 
cral perfons of diftinfUon. ^ 

In 1783, by the recommendation of Biftiop Porteus, 
he completed and gave the world " ENiicivct^ ol >^^02c{\V 
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tian Religion/' brieflj and pliial3r ftated, a perfbrmaace 
intended for the ufc of young perfons. 

Dr. Beattie filled Um cbair of OMral phiiolbphy in th^ 
univeriity of Aberdeen with great applaufe ; and his be- 
haviour in every departaoent of- life is truly aimaye. 
Though deeply engaged in litefaqr purfmts, be was cheer* 
fu]» and at times unbent his mind in the fociiety of hit 
friends, until a melancholy event occurYtd»wbich| notwith- 
ilanding his fingular piety, caft a gloom upon his mind. 

For many years his eldeft fon* at once his companion 
and friend, had contributed not a little to cheer his mind, 
and promifed to become theddight of his defining years. 
This day, this prop of all his comforts, and all his hopes 
on earth, was fnatchcd from him in 1790, when he had at- 
tained the age of twenty two. Iliis promifing young 
man difplayed, on one hand, fuch a virtuous difpofition, 
as the fondeft father might have been proud to behold, 
while, on the other, his genius and talents began to de- 
velope, and afford an early profped^ of future excellence. 

Dr. Beattie publifhcd a life of his much beloved and 
lamented fon, and concludes his account in the following 
a13fe(^ing terms. 

<« I have loft the pleafanteft, and for the laft four or five 
years of his fhort life, one of the moft inftru&ivc compan- 
ions that ever man was delighted with. But the Lord 
gave ; the Lord hath taken away ; blefled be the name of 
the Lord. I adore the author of all good, who gave him 
grace to lead fuch a life, and die fuch a death, as makes 
it irapoffible for a chriftian'to doubt of his having entered 
upon the inheritance of an happy immortality. 

European Magazinif I Bo 1* — 
PiMc Ciaraffer/, for 1 802 . 
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WILLIAM WILBER FORCE, Essb 

William Wilberforce was born in the town of 
Hull, in the year 1759. By the death of his father, when 
he was very young, the care of bis education devolved 
upon a prudent and affedlionate mother, who appears to 
have been in every rcfpeft qualified for difcharging this im- 
portant duty. About the year 1774, he was entered at 
St. John's college, Cambridge, where he formed an inti- 
mate friend/hip with Mr. Pitt, the late minifter. 

When he became of age, which was a few weeks prior 
to the general eledion in 1780, he was, in conjunftion 
with Lord Robert Manners, almoU unanimoufly ele6te4 
the reprefentative of Hull. In the year 1784, he was 
reeleded with Mr. Thornton ; but. declined this honour, 
having been chofen alfo a reprefentative of the county of 
York. 

As a fenator, he' has chiefly diftinguifhed himfelf by his 
fpirited oppofition to the (lave trade, and his exertions in 
that caufe have enrolled his name among thofe who are 
mod diilinguifhed for humanity, and the love of their fel- 
low creatures. His fpeeches rn' parliament, in favour of 
the abolition of this infamous traffic, are celebrated for 
eloquence, energy, and found reafoning* 

His chara6ier as an author and friend to religion, is tru- 
ly refpeftable. In the year 1797, he publifhcd a work, 
entitled, " A Pra6iical View of the prevailing Religious 
Syftcm of profeffed Chriftians, in the higher and middfe 
clafles, contraftcd with Real Chriftianity."^ This work 
had a rapid and extenfive circulation ; feveral editions of 
it were fold in the courfe of the firft year. It was foon 
after republifhed in a form better adiiptcd to anfwer.the 
purpofe$ of thofe chriftians, who {up^gofe^Vx -^ ^q^V ^g^o^- 
S z 
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crtobe given away among the lower cUffcs of focicty, 
and thoufandj have, in thi& way, been diftributed in differ- 
ent parts of the country. 

In private lik, this excellent man is faid to exhibit, in a 
^vcry high degree, that humanity, benevolence, aad ftrid 
piety, for which he has been a public advocate. 

Puilic CbaraQers of iSqq-t-I 8oi . 



RICHARD CUMBERLAND, Es^. 

lliciiA&p Cumberland, an ingenious writer, is the 
fon of Dr. Dennifon Cumberland, late bifhop of Clowfert 
and Kiilalo in Ireland. He was educated at Trinity col- 
lege, Cambridge ; and, by the intereft of Lord George 
Germaine, was introduced to the office of trade and plan- 
tations, where he fuccecded the late Mr. Pownal as fecre- 
tary, in which poft he continued until the fuppreffion of 
that appointment by Mr. Burke's bill, when he retired and 
was fupported by a penfion. 

This gentleman is efteemed one of the heft dramatic 
writers of the age, and his compodtioiis of that kind are 
numerous. In 1785, he publifhcd the "Obferver,** next 
year a fecond edition appeared ; and the fubfequent edi- 
tions have now f welled the work to five volumes. In 
1 792, he publiftied a poem, called " Calvary, or the Death 
of Chrift." 

He is not only diftinguifticd as an elegant writer, both 
in profe and poetry j but, in feveral papers in the Obfervcr, 
!ias fhown himfelf to be an able advocate for the facred 
truths of revealed religion. 

Puhlk CharadersfQr 1798— 1799, 
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JACOB BRrjNT. 

Jacob Bryant, a diftinguifhed writer of the prcfent 
age, has exerted his talents in defence of the truth of di- 
vine revelation, in his " Analysis of Ancient Mythology," 
and his « Obfervations on the Plagues of Egypt/* The 
^harader of this great man, is thus delineated by the author 
of the Purfuits of Literature. 

" No man of literature can pafs by the name of Mr. Bry- 
ant without gratitude and reverence. He is a gentleman 
of attainments peculiar to himfelf, and of clalBcal erudition 
vrithout an equal in Europe. His whole life has been 
fpent in laborious refearches, and the moft curious in ve (li- 
gations. He has a youthful fancy, and a playful wit, with 
the mind, and occafionally the pen of a poet ; and with an 
eafe and fimplicity of ftyle, aimiiig only at perfpicuity. 
He has contended, in various fields of controverfy, with 
various fucceb ; but always with a zeal for truth and a fo- 
bernefs of inquiry. He has lived to fee his eightieth 
winter, with the eileem of the wife and good ; in hon- 
ourable retirement frpm the cares of life ; with a gentle- 
nefs of manners, and a readinefs and willingnefs of com* 
munication feldom found. He is admired and fought af- 
ter by the young, who are entering on a courfe of ftudy, 
and revered and often followed by thofe who have com- 
pleted it. Above all, he has gone forth in the dreogth 
imparted unto him, in defence of the holy law made and 
given by God ; he has put on the panoply from above, 
and having enlarged his mind, fandUfied his ftudies^ he may 
expe£k with humble confidence the confummatlon of his 
reward." 

This cmineutmiui, inhij AnaIyfi»of Ancient l<l^\3asil^ 
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ogy» has given the moft coaTincing proofi of the truth of 
the Mofaic hiftoiy. He has (hefrn, that all the rites and 
myfterics of the gentiles were only fo many memorials of 
their principal anceftorsy and of the great occurrences to 
which they had been witnefTes. Among thefe memori- 
ukf the chief were the ruin of mankind by a flood, and the 
renewal of the world in one family. They had fymbol- 
kal reprefentationsy by which thefe occurrences were com- 
memorated ; and their ancient hymns, in their temples, 
were to the fame purpofe. They all related to the hiilo- 
ry of the firfl: ages, and to the fame events which are re- 
corded by Mofes. 

Purfutts of Literature. — Brycuiit Analjju 
of Ancient Mythology, 



EL IAS BOUDINOT, Es^. 

^ In giving an account of the great men, who have ex- 
erted their taleats in defence of the truth of chriftianity, 
honourable mention ought to be made of an American au- 
thor of the prefent day, Elias Boudinot, doAor of laws, 
and dircAor of the mint of the United States, who, in 1 80 1., 
publiftied a work entitled, « The Age of Revelation, or 
the Age of Reafon (hown to be an Age of Infidelity/* 
In a dedication of that performance to his daughter, he 
makes the following declaration refpefting the fcriptures. 
" For nearly half a century have I anxiouffy and criti- 
cally ftudied that invaluable treafure, and T fcarcely ever 
tsdce it up that I do not find fomething new ; that I do 
not receive feme valuable addition to my dock of knowl- 
tdgc, or perceive fome inftruftive fadt never obfcrvcd be- 
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fore. In (horty were you to afk me to recommend the 
mod valuable book in the world, I fhould fix upon the 
Bible, as the moft inftruftive, both to the wife and igno- 
rant. Were you to afk me for one afFording the moft ra- 
tional and pleafing entertainment to the inquiring mind, I 
(hould repeat it it the Bible, and ihould you renew the in- 
quiry, for the bed philofophy, or the moil interefting hif- 
tory, I fhould dill urge you to look into the Bible. I 
would make it in fhort the alpha and omega of knowledge ; 
and be affured that it is for want of underfbnding the 
fcriptures, both of the Old and New Teftament, that fo 
little value is fet upon them by the world at large. The 
time however is not far diftant, when they will meet a very 
different reception from the fons of men.'' 

Boudinofs Ag9 of Revelation. 
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PREFACE TO PART IL 

T 

•*■ HE following extrafts arc 
wholly feieded from the writings of laymen, 
who cannot rationally be fuppofed to have had 
any interefted motives to induct them to be- 
come advocates for the truth of the chriftian 
religion.* Many of thofe eminent men 
poffeffed ftrong intelleds, found judgment, 
and profound erudition. They had fully 
examined the fiibjeft, and were perfedtly ac- 

* The compiler does not mean to. fuggeft, that the 
objedlions againft the writings of clergymen in defence of 
the chriftian religion, are realJy juft and well founded. 
For, ** they do not defire to be trufted on their own au- 
thority, but upon the reafons they offer ; but lawyers and 
phyficians are not lefs trufted, becaufe they live by their 
profeffions ; but it is a fuggcftion that eafily takes hold 
of weak minds, and efpecially fuch as catch at objcAions, 
and are willing to be caught by them. And confidering 
the diligence of the adverfary, in making profelytes, and 
drawing men from the fdth of Chrift, equal diligence it 
required of thofe who aim to maintain that faith, not on- 
ly to leave men no real ground, but even no colour nor 
pretence for t heir infidelity.'* 
T 
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quainted with the objeaions of the moft cel- 
ebrated infidels. 

The lives and writings of fuch men are pe^ 
culiarly calculated to prove that talents and 
genius have not always led to infidelity j and 
that the abilities of the moft celebrated deifts 
are obfcured by a competition with thofe lu- 
minaries of fcience, who have embraced 
chriftianity. It appears that the objeftions 
raifed by deiftical writers againft the chrif- 
tian religion, are chiefly owing to the purity 
of gofpel morality. For men , who are re- 
folved to free themfelves from all the re- 
ftraints of divine aud human la^^s, are natur- 
ally led to renounce and overlook the moft 
clear and convincing evidence of its truth 
and divine authority.* 

* After enumerating many eminent phyficians, who 
lixivc been firm beHevei-s in chriftianity, and diflinguifhed 
for piety and virtue, Dr. Ru{hobferves, <* To the record 
of thefe medical worthies, 1 fliall add but one remark, 
and that is, the weight of their names alone, in favour of 
revelation, ia fufficient to turn the fcale againft all the in- 
Sddky ilidit has ever dilKououred the fcience of medicine." 
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*^ Deifm/* fays a late writer, " is general- 
ly embraced either by men of a cold, phleg- 
matic, philofophical caft, who are indifpofed 
to believing any thing for which they have 
not abfolute demonilration, or by thofe who 
having never thought or reafoned, confider 
it as a mark of wit and talents to fet np for 
unbelievers.'** 

The brevity of this work will not adniit 
of inferting the various objeftions of Jeiftical 
writers ; and a fyftem etlabliflied upon pofi- 
tive evidence cannot be fiiaken by the foph- 
iftry of fceptics. The human mind is too 
limited to comprehend in one view the vaft 
plan of redemption, and objeftions mny be 
raifed to detached parts of any fyftem, whilll 

* I>r. Johnfon lias remarked, that, " Hume, and other 
fceptical innovators, are vain men, who will gratify their 
van'ty at any expence. Truth will not afford fullicient 
food for their vanity, fo they have recourfe to errour. 
Hume owned to a clergyman in the bifhoprjck of Dur- 
ham, that he had nfever read the New Teftament with at- 
tention," BofwePt Life of JoLnfiik. 
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SECTION L 

The Evidence in Favour of Revealed Religion^ 
arijing from its NeceJ/ity and Importance to 
Mankind. 

IN exhibiting the evidences of the chrif- 
tian religion, the firfl: thing to be inquired into, is the im- 
portance and ufefulnefs of divine revelation ; for if fuch 
a thing be ufeful and important, and even neceflary to 
man, it mud be fuitable to the divine wifdom and good- 
nefs to beftow it. 

Firfty If man had perfevered in his primitive innocence ; 
if human principles and prad^ice had no influence on Il\\. 
man happinefc, not on eacli other \ ^xi^ \i \^tio\^s\c.^>Va* 
U 
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attention, and prejudice ; if fuperHition and fenfuality i 
if favage life, and fanguinary paffions, had no tendency 
to corrupt men's opinions, to pervert their reafon, and to 
plunge them into guilt and WKtchednefs ; on thefe fup- 
pofltions it might be admitted that there is no need of 
revelation. But from daily experience, and from the hif- 
tory of men in all ages, it appears, that not one of the 
things now fuppofcd is agreeable to fad. 

That man did not perfevere in innocence, requires no 
proof. That corrupt principles and pra6tices lead to 
mifery, and truth and virtue to happinefs, is as evident, as 
thai order is preferable to confuiion, fecurity to danger, 
and a wife and good man to b barbarian or wild beaft ; 
that, even though our intentions be good, we muft 
miflake our duty, if we are ignorant of the nature of that 
being who is the objedl of it, will not be doubted by thofc 
who have obferved, that we muft believe a man to be our 
parent or benefadlor, before we can be fenfible that we 
owe him the duty of gratitude or filial affeAion. And 
that men's notions of all the objeds of duty, of their 
Creator, their fellow men, and themfelvesjare liable to be 
perverted, and in every country unenlightened by revela- 
tion, have been perverted by the weaknefs of the human 
underftanding, by the force of prejudice and paffion, by 
vice, by inattention, by fuperftition, the hiftory of man- 
kind proves to be a melancholy, but inconteftiblc truth. 

This being granted, it will follow, that a revelation, 

which redifies and afcertains men's notions of the feveral 

objefts of duty, by explaining the nature of God, and of 

man, and by informing their confciences, with rcfpedl to 

partJCuJar duties, muft be\\\g\\\Y \tK^QxVwi\.^^db^tteficia!^ 
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fiid; muft even be neceflary to the attainment of that de- 
gree of happiB^9 and virtue» whereof hunian nature ap- 
pears to be fufceptibky and for which therefore we may 
prerurne that man waa ma4e. 

Secondfyi The charader of the Supreme Being, and 
the nature and deftination of man, rouA be very imper- 
fe&ly known to thofe who have received no poiitive in- 
formation concerning the reality of a future ftate, and its 
connexion with the prefent. Now this is a point in which 
all the evidences colled^ed by human reafon, while unaided 
by divine light, amount to nothing higher than probable 
conjecture.* But that better evidences, in fo interefting a 
matter, mull be a defirable thing, will be acknowledged by 
all men, unlefs they be men who believe that a future (late 
is an abfolute impoffibility. Revelation therefore feems to 
be neceffary to give fuch evidence of another life, and fuch 
intelligence concerning it, as may vindicate the diviae 
goodnefs and wifdom, with refped to the conftitutioii of* 
the prefent ; and fuch as may alfo prove a comfort to 
good men, and a reftraint on the paffions of the wicked, 
and fuch, moreover, as may ferve for a folcmn intimation 

* <* Before our Saviour's time," fays Mr. Locke, «' the dodrlne of 
a future flate, though forae pagans, by tradition, had obtained con- 
ceptions of it, was not clearly known in the world ; no nation pub- 
licly profefled it, and it was no where made an article of faith., and 
principle of religion ; of Jefus Chrifl, therefore, it may be truly fald, 
that he brought life and immortality to light ; and he not only taught 
the do^rine of the foul's immortality, but has given us an unquef- 
f ionable affurance of it, by raifing the dead, and alfo by his own rcf- 
«rre<5lion and af^miion into heaven.'* 

Sec Loch't fVoris, VaL IL 
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to all men, that their behaviour in this fiate of trials is to 
them a matter of infinite importance. That thislaft con- 
fideration ftrengtheneth morality, or promotes at leaft the 
peace of fociety, and confequently the happinefs of man- 
kind, fecms to be admitted by the enemies, as well as the 
friends of religion. Elfe how can we account for the 
favourite maxim of the infidel, that religion was contrived, 
and is patronifed by politicians, in order to overawe the 
world, and make the paffions of men more manageable ? 
Thirdly i Revelation is farther neceffary to explain on 
what terms we may hope for pardon, confiftently with the 
perfedlions of divine juftice. Of the neceflity of expiation 
for guilt, all mankind feemto have had an idea, as appears 
from the antient ufe of facrifices. But from the multi- 
tude of the pagan expiatory rites, from the abfurdity of 
all, and the impiety of many of them ; and efpecially 
from the circumftance of their confulting oracles on the 
fubjedl of atonement, we may warrantably infer, not only 
their ignorance of duly in this particular, but alfo from their 
cenforioufnefs of that ignorance. And fome of their beft 
. philofophers in the Socratic fchool, feemed to think, that 
till God (hould be pleafed to reveal his will, in an extraor- 
dinary manner j it would be impofiible for man to know 
what religious fervice would be moft acceptable to liim. 
To thofe who were fo wife and fo candid, as to think and 
fpeak in this manner, may we not prefume, that the chrif- 
lian doclrine cf repentance and faith, if they had rightly 
underllood it, and if they had known its evidence, would 
have been a welcome difcovciy. 

To our infideli, indeed it is not welcome ; for they fay 
ihej have no need of it, being, it fecms, fully fatisfied, that 
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however ignorant Socrate* might confcfs himfclf to be, 
they have all the knowledge that man has occafion for. 
And yet, if it had not been for this manifcftation of di- 
vine grace and truth, they would probably, at this day, 
have been confulting oracles, offering incenfe to idols, or 
perhaps, like many of our remote forefathers^ polluting 
the creation with human facrifices. Certain it is, that in 
thefe things no material reformation was ever introduced, 
or attempted by the philofophcrs of o!d. That men 
fhould worfhip the gods, and perform the f&crifices and 
other rites, as by the law eftablifixed, was the dodrine not 
of Pythagoras and Epifketus only, but of Cicero, a wifer 
and more learned man, at leaft, than either, and even of 
Socrates himfelf, the wifeft of them all. So that if phi- 
lofophy had been man's only guide, it is probable, nay it 
is more than probable, that idolatry would at this day 
have been his religion. 

Fourthly 9 Revelation is yet farther neceffary, in order 
to make the whole of human duty not only known, but 
obvious to all capacities. The beft heathen moralifts ac- 
knowledged their ignorance in fome points of duty ; and 
what they knew, they had not power to enforce upon the 
common people, who in antient times were very illiterate, 
having rarely accefs to books, whereof there were then but* 
few in the world. Though they had poffeffed much 
power, and been all of the fame mind, which was by no 
means the cafe ; and though they had not been moved, 
as moft of them were, by pride, vanity, or the fpirit of 
contradidion, to introduce new fyftems, yet their labours 
would have but little effe£^. Such arguments as they had 
to -offer; the greateft part of mankiftd co>Ad ii^xnwArx- 
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Hand ; for, in facft, the common people, in general^ arc not 
capable of perceiving the force of arguments, efpecially 
when the reafoning is complex, and relates to matters fo 
remote from fenfe, as the truths of morality and religion. 
Of^this, fojn^ antient lawgivers, as Minos of. Crete, and 
Numa of Rome, were fo fenfible, that they thought it 
prudent to afcribe to their inftitutions a divine original, 
pretending they received them from the gods. 

Let not the infidel pretend that human reafon is alone 
fufficient to difcover the whole of man's duty, and cftab- 
lifh in the world, a complete or comfortable fyftcm of nat- 
ural religion. For it is certain, that even in the moft po- 
lite nations, unaffifted reafon never did this, and in the 
opinion of Socrates never could ; and of barbarous 
nations, it will not be faid, that their reafon ever made im- 
portant difcoveries of any kind. And it deferves partic- 
ular notice, that what our infidels call natural religion, is, 
in a great meafure, as Rouffeau himfelf acknowledges, de- 
rived from that very fcripture, which they abfurdly and 
wickedly reje6l. 1 do not mean that their ideas on this 
fubje£t, are acquired by an adlual perufal of holy writ. 
In this ftudy, it is to be feared, that few or none of them, 
ever made great proficiency. Their ideas they derive 
from impreffions made on their minds in infancy and early 
youth, when, together with the humility and care, they 
3iad, probably what every chriftian muft have, the teacha- 
blenefs of little children. The writings too, and the con- 
verfation of chriftians, to which in thefe parts of the world 
tliey muft fometimes attend, may convey to them principles 
which they admit as rational, though perhaps they might 
be inclined to overlook, if they knew them to be fcriptural. 
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If revelation be highly important, it is moft fuitable to 
the wifdom and mercy of God to beftow it ; and fome 
pcrfons, even of the heathens, particularly Socrates,* were 
not without hope, that, fome time or other, it would be 
beftowed. So far was that great man from afferting the 
f uSficiency of his knowledge, with refpcdl either to divine 
or human things, that though by no means a fceptic, he 
ufed, through excefii of modefty, to fay that he knew 
nothing but his own ignorance. He taught that the 
gods grant extraordinary communications of wifdom to 
thofe to whom they are propitious ; and recommended it 
to his friends to have recourfe to the oracles, and other 
religious rites, in order to obtain from heaven fuch neceC 
fary or ufeful information, as human reafon was not of it- 
felf able to fupply.f Indeed the oracles, divinations, and 
avguries, fo much attended to by the pagan world, prove^ 
as already hinted, their confcioufnefs of their own ignor- 

* Xenophon fays, that Socrates was fo pious as to do nothing with- 
out the advice of the gods ; and if any doubts arof(?, his conftant ad- 
vice, in which Cicero followed him, was to go to the oracle for di- 
redtioB. 

f Socrates confeiTed his doubts and uncertainties, ^d that he was 
fiot able to comprehend the determination and judgment of God, with 
refped to (in ; or how it will efcape the cSc&a of his hatred, who is 
jnfinicely holy, and of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. He flill 
continued however to confider God as a merciful being ; and this 
mercy was to him a fource of confidence. " I doubt not, fays he, 
but God will fend, at a time when his infinite mercy fhall fee fit, a 
man inftni<Sted by himfelf, who ihall reveal to the world this moft 
interefUi^g of all myfteries, how he will pardon fin." 

Se^ HalkrU Ldttn to hit Daughter^ 
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ance ; and of the need that men hare of fupematural illu* 
mination. 

Beatti^t Evidences of tie Cbriftian Religkih 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

The State of the Pagan World previous to Chrift^s 
Appearance Jhows the NeceJJity of Revelation. 

AT the time of Chrift'a appearance, the pagan world 

CIS in an awful ftate of darknef? and vice. It will there- 
re throw fbme light on the neceflity mankind were in, 
at this time of great reformation, to attend to the nature 
and pra6iice of the heathen mythology. A refpeflable 
author has gircn an epitome of it, in the following words. 
•• The chief oracles among the heathens, appointed hu- 
man facrifices ; that of Delphini, of Dodona, and of Jupi- 
ter Saotes. It was the cuftom of all the Greeks, to fac- 
rifice a man, before they went out to war. It was a 
cuftom among the Phenecians and Canaanites, for their 
kings in the times of great calamity, to facrifice one of 
their fons, whom they loved beft j and it was common^ 
both with the Moabites and Ammonites, to facrifice their 
children.*' The Egyptians, the Athenians, and Lacede- 
monians, and generally all the Grecians, Romans, and Car- 
thagenians, the Germans, Gauls, and Britons ; and indeed 
almoft all the heathen nations throughout the world, offer- 
ed human facrifices upon the altars, and this, not on cer- 
tain emergencies, and in imminent dangers only, but con- 
katiiiy, and ifl fomc places every day \ but^ Qn estraordi* 
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nary accidents^ multitudes were facrificed at once to tlieir 
bloody deities. 

Diodorus Siculusy and others relate, that, in Africa^ 
two hundred children, of the principal nobility, were fac-^ 
rificed to Saturn at one time ; and Ariftomenes facrificed 
two hundred men together to Jupiter Ithometes, one of 
whom was Theopompus, king of the Lacedemonians. 

Let thofe who are inftrumental, with fo much induftry, 
to deftroy our holy religion, and bring us back to this 
awful date of things, ferioufly rcfleA on the juft deferts of 
fo aggravated a crime, and fear the tremendous punifli- 
ment that awaits their abfurd conduft. 

Suetonius mentions that fome writers affirmed, that 
Auguflus offered a great number of enemies, who had fur- 
rendered themfelves, to be flain on the ides of March, in 
devotion to the manes of Julius Cefar. We are informed 
by Pliny, that in the year of the city 558, a decree of the 
fenate paffed, that no man fhould be facrificed, and that* 
till then, fuch facrifices were public. This prohibition 
feemed only to concern the common and frequent ufe of 
them 5 for Plutarch fays, *< They continued in his time ;" 
and it was not till about the time of Conftantine's reign, 
that a final Hop was put to fo ftrange and abominable a 
praAice. 

Did not this degenerate and cruel ftate of things loud- 
ly call for a fpeedy and effedtual remedy ? The Jews, at 
a people, had loft every fenfe of the fpirituality of their 
divine religion, and had fettled down into mere form and 
hypocrify. Their example no longer edified and inftrud- 
ed the neighbouring nations, to forfake their vain idols, 
and turn to the living God. Among the heathcus> tjNsiet 
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diabolical CacriQceSy with other impure prafticeS} made up 
fo great a part of their worfliip, and were become fo ha^* 
bitual and fa(hionable» that arguments and reafonings^ 
drawn from the nature of God» and the . proof of his per- 
fections, in the works of creation and providence, had loft 
all their conviCtive force and energy. In this gloom of 
more than midnight darknefs, the fun of righteoufnefo 
arofc on a benighted world with meridian fplendour. 

Boudittot*t Age of Infidelity* 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

IF there were any innate ideas, any moral fenfe^ and 
•riginal truths imprefTed on the minds of men, we fhould, 
mod probably, find them genuine and unfophiflicated 
among remote and undifciplined favage tribes. But of 
this we meet with no inftance. Have then thefe ideas 
been effaced ? Certainly not ; for they could not lofc 
what they never poffeffcd. We arc told that they are in- 
capacitated to receive religious inftrudion, until they {hall 
be humanized, and, by gradual civilization, be prepared 
for the reception of facred truths. 

If this be the (late of fome parts of the world at this 
day, and if this intelle6:ual darknefs was antiently ftill 
more prevalent, and attended with the moft horrid and 
flagitious praAices, it clearly fhows the ncceffity of revela- 
tion, for the benefit of mankind. 

Bryant on the Truth of Chrijlianliy. 
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SECTION It. 

On Miracles. 

JL O fix the certainty of revelation^ and 
cftabliih religion i^n a fure foundation, it has pleafed 
God to gi?e it two kind«of proof, which were at the fame 
time fuited to the capacities of the moft fimple> and fupe^ 
riour to the fubtiltics of the incredulous ; which vifibly 
bore the chara^r of Omnipotence j and which neither 
all the endeavours of man^ or cunning of devih> were able 
to imitate. 

Thefe two forts of proof confift in miracles and proph- 
ecies. 

The miracles are plain, public, notorious, expofcd to 
the eye of all the world, infinitely multiplied and diverfi- 
fied, long foretold and expe6ied, and continuing for a 
long feries of days, and fometimes of years. They arc 
evident fafls, memorable events, of which the dulled un- 
dcrftanding could not but be fenfible, whereof the whole 
people were not only fpeftators and witnefies, but them- 
felves the matter and objeA ; they reap the advantages of 
them, and perceive the effeds, and have their own happi. 
nefs or mifery dependant on them. The family of Noah 
could not forget the deftrudtion of the whole world by 
the deluge, after the continued menaces of an age, nor the 
miraculous manner in which they alone were preferved 
in the ark. The fire which came down from heaven up- 
on the unrighteous cities ; the wbiok Viti^-^oixv ^^'^^^^'^ 
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punifhed at difFerent timesy b^ ten terrible plagues ; the 
fea openiag a pafTage to the Ifraelites, and clofing to over- 
whehn Pharaoh and his army ; the people of Ifrael fed 
with manna for forty years, and drinking of the brooks, 
which flowed out of the ftony rocks, covered with a cloud 
from the heat of the day, and enlightened by night, with 
a pillar of fire, their clothes and their (hoes not worn out 
in the courfe of fo long a journey ; the ftreams of Jordan 
forgetting to flow, and the fun (landing flill, to fecure the 
▼iftory ; an army of hornets marching before the people 
of God, to drive the Canaanites from their poiTeflions ; the 
clouds, at feveral times, converted into a fhower of hail 
ftones, to overthrow the enemy ; the nations in league 
againft Ifrael, difperfed by a vain terrour, or exterminated 
by a mutual flaughter, in turning their arms againft one 
another ; an hundred four fcore and five thoufand ftruck 
with thunder in one night, under the wall of Jerufalem ; 
all thefe prodigies, and a thoufand others of a like nature, 
whereof feveral were attefted by folemn fadls, eftablifhed 
on purpofe to perpetuate their memory, and by facred 
fongs, which were in the mouths of all the Ifraelites, 
could not be unknown to the moft ftupid, nor called in 
queftion by the mod: incredulous. 

Rollings Belles Lettr€s, 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

THE late celebrated Dr. Johnfon defines a miracle to 
be a fa6l above human and natural power, performed in 
attcAsLtion of feme truth. 
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This great man obferves, that although God has made 
nature to operate by certain fixed laws, yet, it is not un- 
rcafonable to think he may fufpend thofe laws, in order 
to eftabliih a fyftem highly advantageous to mankind. 
Now the chriftian religion is a moft beneficial fyftem, as 
it gives us light and certainty, where we were before in 
darknefs and doubt. The miracles, which prove it, are 
attefted by men who had no intereft in deceiving us ; but 
who, on the contrary, were told that they fhould fuffer per- 
fecution, and did actually lay down their lives, in confir- 
mation of the truth of the fa6ls, which they afferted. In- 
deed, for fome centuries, the heathens did not pretend to 
deny the miracles ; but faid they were performed by the 
aid of evil fpirits. 

This is a circumftance of great weight. Then when 
we take the proofs derived from prophecies, which have 
been fo exaAly fulfilled, we have moft fatisfaAory evi- 
dence. Suppofing a miracle poffible, as to which, in my 
opinion, there can be no doubt, we have as ftrong cvi* 
dence for the miracles in fupport of chriftianity as tbe 
nature of the thing admits. 

BofweWs Life of Johnfon* 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

MIRACLES being a very important part of revela- 
tion, it is proper to confider that fubjcft. And firft, one 
would wonder that ever it (hould have occurred to any 
perfon, that the proof from miracles is a weak or fufpi- 
cious one, fuppofing the miracles to\i^ x^-aXv^ ^xxOcv^-^w^ 
W 
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nothing inconfiftent in the do£lrine they are brought in 
proof of. For nothing feems more reafonable to ckped, 
than that, if the author of nature (hould choofe to be like- 
wife author of revelation, he (hould (how his concern in the 
tftaWiflmxent or promulgation of fuch revelation, by ex- 
erting that powrer over nature, which vre know he is pof- 
(tfied of, aad for which we believe and adore him as the 
author of nature. Can any thing be more reafonable to 
<xped, than that he who firft breathed into man the 
breath of life, (hould, in order to affure mankind, that a 
particular mefFage comes from him, give power to thofe 
he employs in carrying fuch mefTage, to reftore life to the 
dead ; or that he who, made the elements of the natural 
world, (hould authenticate his revealed laws, by giving 
to thofe whom he employs in promulgating them, a pow- 
er over, nature^ a command of the elements of air and 
water, fo that winds may ceafe to rage, and waves to roll, 
at their word ? There is, indeed, all the reafon in the 
world to believe, that thefe very objeAors again ft the 
power of miracles, as a proof of a revelation coming from 
God, would have found fault with chriftianity, had there 
been no account of miracles in fcripture, as deficient in 
one very ftrong and convincing evidence of a divine 
original. 

Burgh's Dignity of Human Nature. 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

CHRIST having performed his miracles openly, and 
before fo many witnefies, it is not found that the matter 
offa^ was ever queftioned by auv^ who lived in that age ; 
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on the contrary, we fee it was acknowledged by his moft 
vigilant enemies, the pharifees. They did not deny the 
miracleSy but they afcribed it to the aid of the prince of the 
devils. So weak a fubterfuge againft the evidence of their 
own fenfes^ probably fatisfied neither themfelves nor oth- 
ers, if it had the accufation of forcery, being capital by 
their law, and alfo by that of the Romans, would have 
been heard of when they were fo much engaged to feek 
for crimes, wherewith to charge him on his trial. If any 
man fho'uld objeft, that this is arguing out of the gofpels, 
in favour of the gofpels, 1 contend that this matter of 
faft does not reft folely on the gofpel evidence, but alfo 
on collateral, hiftoric proof ; for this very argument t)f 
the pharifees, and this only, is made ufe of by the Jews, 
whom Celfus brings in arguing againft the chriftian re- 
ligion ; and thefe Jews, on this yery account, rank Chrift 
with Pythagoras ; and I challenge the cavillers againft 
Chrift's miracles, either to controvert what is thus afferted, 
or to produce any other argument of Jewifli origin, ex- 
cept that afcribed to the pharifees, by the gofpel, either 
from Celfus, or any other writer. 

Cumberland's Obferver, 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 
On the Benevolent Nature of ChriJVs Miracles. 

THE nature of the miracles, which Chrift was to 
perform, had been foretold. His prodigies were nft 
to be of that marvellous kind, which would only fci ve 
to gratify vanity. He caufcd neither mountains nor Uoo.- 
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pics to be removed from their places. They were neither 
aAs of feverity nor punifhment. His miracles were with- 
out oftentation, and benevolent in their effed^s ; fuch as 
Ifaiah had predidcd for feveral ages paft. Maladiesi be- 
fore incurable, difappeared at his command ; the eyes of 
the blind were opened ; the lame walked ; children, de- 
prived of life, were reftored to their difconfolate parents. 
His difciples, when angry, breathed nothing but revenge ; 
but he would not, at their folicitation, call down fire 
from heaven upon a town, whofe inhabitants had treated 
him with contempt. The pharifees and fadducees, who 
were profeffed enemies to every religion, experienced not 
the avenging power of him, whom they had blafphemed, 
Thefe miracles were a proof of his modefty, as well as his 
humanity. He required no recompence for the favours 
he had conferred ; he would fcarcely permit thofe perfons, 
whom he had relieved from diftrefs, to offer him the mer- 
ited tribute of thankfgiving. He rcfufcd to hear himfelf 
piiiifed, by thofe whom he had miraculoufly delivered 
from their infirmities ; and when the people were dcfirous 
to proclaim him their ki:^g, he pr<;vented them by a fpecdy 
retreat. 

Mailer's Letters. 



^. 



CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 245 



SECTION III- 

The Evidence for the Truth of Chrijiianity^ 
arijing from Prophecy y and its Fulfilment. 

vJNE of the llrongeft proofs of the truth 
of the chriftian religion, arifes from the feries of prophe-^ 
cies preferved in the Old and New Teftament. And we 
find, that " No argument made a ftronger impreffion on the 
minds of the learned pagan converts of the three firft centu- 
ries, than the prediAiona relating to our Saviour, in thofe 
old prophetic writings, which were depofited among the 
hands of the greateft enemies of chriftianity, and owned 
by them to haVc been extant many ages before his appear- 
ance. The learned heathen converts were aftonifhed, to 
fee the whole hiftory of their Saviour's life publifhed be- 
fore he was bom, and to find that the evangelifts and 
prophetSy in their accounts of the Meffiah, differed only 
in point of time, the one foretelling what fhould happen 
to him, and the other defcribing thefe very particulars, as 
what had aAually happened. This our Saviour himfclf 
was pleafed to make ufe of, as the ftrongeft argument of 
his being the promifed Meifiah, and without it, would- 
hardly have reconciled his difciples to the ignominy of his 
death,^ as in that remarkable pafFage, which mentions his^ 
Gonverfation with the two difciples, on the day of his ref- 
urrcftion. St. Luke xxiv. 13. to the end. 

The argument for the tfuth of chriftianity, which is dc* 
med from prophecy, is aprogreifive ?uid accumulated cx^ 
W i 
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idence, which fhincs with incrcafing luftre, as time advan- 
ces in its courfei and colleds (Irength from each fucceed- 
ing age. The following extrad^s on this important fub- 
jeft, are feleAed from writers eminently dillinguiftied for 
genius and learning.* 

If the leg^ilator of nature, not fatisfied with employing 
the language of figns,f which fpoke chiefly to the fenfes, 
had alfo foretold, at fundry times and in divcrfe manners, 
the ittiflion of his delegate, this would furely be a new 
and flriking proof of the truth of that miflion. 

This proof would ftrike me much more, if by a particu- 
lar difpenfation of fupreme wifdom, the oracles of which 
1 am fpeaking, had been committed to the care of the 
very adverfarics of the delegate, and his difciples ; and if 
thefe firft and moft obftinate adverfaries had conftantly 
profcflcd to apply thefe oracles to that divine meflenger, 
who was to come. 

1 therefore open the Old Teftament, which to this day 
is held forth as authentic and divine, by the defcendants, 
in a dire<El line, of thofe very men, who have crucified the 
Meflenger of Heaven, and perfecuted his minifters and 
firft difciples. 1 perufe this book, and meet with a paf- 
fage in it,f which excites in me the greateft aftonifliment ; 
I think I am reading an anticipated and circumftantial hif- 
tory of Chrift } I difcover all the features of his chara£ler> 

* Sec Addlfoh** Evidences. f Miracles. 

^ Ifaiah liii — ^This prophet was of the royal race, and the firft of 
the great prophets ; he prophecied about feven centuries before the 
chriftian aera. It has been faid, and with reafon, of this prophet, that 
Ke was in fomc fort Viji/fb €vang€liji. 
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and the principal particulars of his life ; in a word> I think 
I am reading the very evidence of the witncfles thcmfelves* 

I cannot withdraw roy attention from this furprifing 
portrait ;. what features ! what colouring ! what agreement 
with fafts ! how juft, how natural are the emblems ! em- 
blemsi did I fay ? Is it not the emblematical portrait of at 
very diftant futurity ? It is a faithful reprefentation of 
fomething prefent, and that which is not yet^n being, it 
painted as if it were. See Ifaiah liii.* 

He who defcribed thus to future ages the day fpring^ 
from on high, could he alfo proclaim the time of its rifing I 
I can fcarcely give credit to my fenfes, when I read, in 
another part of the fame book; that admirable prediflion, 
which almoft feems a chronology, compofed after the 
event. See Daniel ix. Seventy weeks are determined upon 
thy people i and upon thy holy city, to Jinifh the tranfgrejfion, 
and to male an end ofjinsy and to make reconciliation for in- 
iguity, and to bring in everlci/ling righteoufnefsy andtofealup 
the vifion and prophecy , and to anoint the mojl holy. See alfo 
25, 26, and 27th verfes.f 

1 know that thefc weeks of the prophecy are weeks of 
years, each of feven years. The infpired writer is there- 
fore fpeaking of an event, which was not to take place till 
490 years afterwards^ 

By hiftory, I am informed of the time of the coming of 
that Chrift, which the prophecy foretells. I therefore go 

* The reader is defired attentively to pcnifc this chapter. 
t^ Daniel was the laft of the four great prophets^ and was born 
616 years before Chrift ; he was led captive to Babylon towards 606^ 
and inftruded in all the fcieneesof the Chaldeans ; he was raifed to- 
wards the firft dignities of the empire, and di^d towards the end ol 
(he rei^ of Cyrus, aged 90, 
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back from this Chrift, as far as 490 years ; for the eren'ti 
will be the moft faithful interpreter of the prophecy. 

I therefore arrive at the reign of Artazenies> L. M.* 
from whom came the laft edid for the reefiablifhipent of 
the nation, held captive within the dominions of that 
prince ; and it is from the hands of that very nation itfelf, 
that I receive this predidion, which is the moft powerful 
proof and convifiion of their incredulity* 

Shall I doubt the authenticity of writings, which con- 
tain fuch predi6Uon8 as thefe i But the nation to whofe 
care they have been conftantly committed* ba« never en- 
tertained the fmalleft doubt on that head. What then 
fhall I oppofe to fo antient, fo conftaoti £0 formal a tefti- 
mony ? I cannot imagine this nation to hate fabricate4 
thefe writings ; how abfurd would fuch a fuppofition be I 
Would not the prophecies themfelves confute it ? Would 
it not further be contradifted by fo many paflages, which 
load that nation with ignominy, and the ftrongeft re- 
proaches for its diforders and crimes ? That nation there- 
fore has neither counterfeited, altered, nor fuppreffed any 
thing, fmce it has preferved thefe records, fo humiliating 
to itfelf, and fo favourable to the great fociety of which 
Chrift was the founder. 

Bonnets Philofophtcal Inquiries concerning ChrlftlanHy^ 

♦ Towards the twentieth year of h!s re»gn, according to fome chro- 
nologifts, and the feventh, according to Prideaux. This celebrated 
writer has ihown, that if the feventy weeks are calculated with be- 
ginning with the fcventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes L. M. or 
4ated from the edid of that prince, granted to Efdras, the feventy 
Weeks, or 490 years, arc found monUx by month, from that edi^j untiit 
the death of ChriiL 
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THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

THE prophecies delivered in the fcriptures prove the 
divine authority of the fcriptures, even previoufly to the 
confideration of the genuinenefs of thefe prophecies, but 
much more, if that be allowed. 

In order to evince this propolition, I will diftinguifh the 
prophecies into four kinds, and fhcw in what manner it 
holds in refpe6^ of each kind. 

There are then contained in the fcriptures, 

Firjif Prophecies that relate to the ftate of the nations 
which bordered upon the land of Canaan. 

Secondly i Thofc that relate to the political ftate of the 
Ifraelltes and Jews in all ages. 

Thirdly^ The types and prophecies that relate to the 
office, time of appearance, birth, life, death, refurredion, 
and afcenfion of the promifed Mefllah, or Chrift. 

Fourthly t The prophecies that relate to the ftate of the 
chriftian church, efpecially in the latter times, and to the 
fecond coming of Chrift. 

1 begin with the prophecies of the firft kind, or thofe 
which relate to the ftate of Amalek, Edom, Moaby 
Ammon, Tyre, Syria, Egypt, Nineveh, Babylon, and the 
four great fucceffive empires, of the Babylonians, Perftans, 
Greeks, and Romans. Now here I obferve, Firfti That 
if we admit both the genuinenefs of thefe prophecies, and 
the truth of the common hiftory of the fcriptures, the 
very remarkable coincidence of the fads with the prophe- 
cies, will put their divine authority out of all doubt ; as 
I fuppofe every reader will acknowledge, upon recolled- 
ing the many particular prophecies of this kmd>^^^Ja.^^ 
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accomplifhment, which occur in the Old Teftamcnt. Sec" 
onMyf If we allow only the genuinenefs of thefe prophe- 
cies, fo great a part of them may be verified by the re- 
mains of antiont pagan hiftory, as to eftablifh the divine 
authority of that part. Thus if Daniel's prophecies of 
the image and four beads, were written by him in the time 
of the Babylonian empire ; if the prophecies concerning 
the &11 of Neneveh, Babylon, Tyre, &c. be genuine, pro- 
fane hiftory will (how, that more .than human forefight 
was concerned in the delivery of them. Thirdly^ That 
fuch of thefe prophetic events, as remain to this day, or 
were evidently poflerior to the dehvery of the prophe- 
cies, prove their divine authority, even antecedently to the 
confideration of their genuinenefs, as ia affirmed in the 
former part of this propofition. Of this kind are the per- 
petual ilavery of Egypt ; the perpetual defolation of Tyre, 
and Babylon ; the wild, unconquered ftate of the Ifh- 
maelites ; the great power and ftrength of the Roman cm. 
pire, beyond thofe of the three foregoing empires ; its di- 
vifion into ten kingdoms ; its not being fubdue^ by any 
other, as the three foregoing were ; the rife of the Ma- 
hometan religion^ and Saracenic empire ; the limited con- 
tinuance of this empire ; and the rife and progrefs of the 
empire of the Turks. To thefe we may add, the tranf- 
adlions that paffed between the contemporary kingdoms of 
Syria and Egypt, prophccied of in the eleventh chapter 
of Daniel ; for (ince thefe prophecies reach down to the 
times of Antiochus Epiphanes, and the beginning fubjec- 
tion of thefe kingdoms to the Roman power, they cannot 
but have been delivered prior to the events, as may appear, 
]fOth from the confideration of the feptuagint tr^nflation 
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ef tlie book of Daniel, and the extinfijbn of the biblical 
Hebrew, as a liying language before that time ; even 
though the book of Daniel Ihotild not be confidered aB 
genuine, for which fufpicion there is however no founda- 
tion. Laflfyi We may remark, that thefe,^and indeed all 
the other prophecies, have the fame marks of genuinenefs, 
as the reft of the fcriptures, or as any other boc^s ; that 
they cannot be feparated from the context vnthout the ut» 
mod violence, fo that if this be allowed to be genuine) 
thofe muft be alfo j that hiftory and chronology were in 
fo uncertain a ftate, in antient times, that the prophecies 
concerning foreign countries could not have been adapted 
to the fa£ls, even after they had happened, with fo much 
cxaAnefs, as modern inquirers have (hown the fcripturc 
prophecies to be, by a learned nation, and much lefs by the 
Jews, who were remarkably ignorant of what pafied in 
foreign countries. 

I proceed, in the fecond place, to (how how the proph- 
ecies, that relate to the political ftate of the Jews, prove 
the divine authority of the fcriptures. And here, pafUng 
by many prophecies of inferiour note, and of a fubordinate 
nature, we may confine ourfelves to the promife or proph- 
ecy of the land of Canaan, given to Abraham, Ifaac, and 
Jacob, to the prophecies concerning the captivity of the 
ten tribes,and the BabyloniHi captivity of the two tribes, 
with their return after fevcnty years ; and to thofe con- 
cerning the much greater captivity and defolation, pre- 
didled to fall upon this chofen people in the 28th chapter 
of Deuteronomy, in various places of the prophecies, and 
by Chrift and his apoftles, in the New Teftament. There 
was no natural probability, at the timc\<rbfttiVVv'eS&^x<s^* 
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ccles were delivered, that any of thefe events fliould hap- 
pen in the manner in which they were predi&ed, and 
have accoMingly happenedy but in fome, the utmofl im- 
probability ; fo that it muft appear to every candid, intel- 
ligent inquirer, that nothing lefs than fupernatural knowl- 
edge could have enabled thofe^ who delivered thefe predic- 
tions, to make them. The divine authority therefore 
•f the bookS) whieh contain thefe prediflions, is unquef- 
tionable, provided we allow them to be genuine. 

Now, befides the foremeationed evidences of this, thefe 
prophecies have fome peculiar ones attending them. Thus 
the mere departure of the Ifraelites out of Egypt, in order 
to go to the land of Canaan, their burying Jacob in Ca- 
naan, and carrying Jofeph's bones with them, plainly im- 
ply, that the promife of this land had been given to their 
anceftors. Thus, alfo, the prophecies relating to the cap- 
tivities of Ifrael and Judah, and to their reftorations, 
make (o large a part of the old prophets, that, if they be 
not genuine, the whole books muft be forged ; and the 
genuinencis of thofe in the New Teftament cannot but be 
allowed by ail. 

I come now, in the third place, to fpeak of the types 
and prophecies, which relate to Chrift, the time of his ap- 
pearance, his offices, birth, life, death, refurreftion, and 
afcenfion. Many of thefe arc applied by him to himfelf, 
and by the authors of the books of the New Teftament ; 
but there are alfo many others, whofe difcovery and ap- 
plication are left to the fagacity and induftry of chriftians 
in all ages. This feems to be a field of great extent, and 
the evidence arifmg from it, of an increafing nature. It 
is probable, that the chriftians of the firft ages were ac- 
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quaioted with fo many more circumftances, relating to the 
life, death, &c. of Chrift, as, on this account, to be able 
to apply a larger number of types and prophecies to him 
than we can. But then this may perhaps be compenfated 
to U8, by the daily opening of the fcriptures, and our grow- 
ing knowledge in the typical and prophetical nature of 
them. What is already difcovered of this kind, feems no 
way poffible to be accounted for, but from the fuppofi- 
tion, that God by his power and foreknowledge, fo order- 
ed the actions, hiftory, ceremonies, j&c. pf the patriarchs 
and Jews, and thelangviageof the prophets, as to make 
them coirefpond with Chrift, his offices, a^Elions, and fulFer- 
ings. If any one doubts of this, let him attempt to apply 
the types and prophecies to any other perfon. I will juft 
mention four clafles, into which thqfe types and prophe- 
cies iQay be diftinguilhed, and under each of thefe, a few 
remarkable in (Ranees. There are then, 

i^/r)^, Prophecies which evidently relate to Chrift, and 
either to him alcne, or to others in an inferiour degree on- 
ly. Such aS:that.of:JaGQb concernin^g Shiloh, of Mofes 
concerning a great prophet and lawgiver that fhould come 
after him, of Ifaiah, in his fifty fecpnd and fifty third 
chapters, of Daniel concerning the/Meiliah, many, in al- 
moft all the prophets, concerning a great prince, a prince 
of the houfe of David, &c. who (hould make a new cove- 
oant with his people, ice. Sec 

Secondly, Typical circumftances in the lives of eminent 
perfoqs, as of. Ifaac, Jofeph, Jofliua, David, .Solomon, 
Jonah,,4nd in the comnion hiftory of the Jewifli people, 
as being called out of Egypt. 

Thirdly i Typical ceremonies in the Jtw\^ -ssox^v^^ 
as their facriBces in general^ thofe of tW p^So^cx ^xv^ ^M 
X 
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of expiation in particular, &c. To this head we may alfo 
refer the typical nature of the high priefthood, and of the 
offices of king, prieft, and prophet, among the Jews, &c 
Fourthly^ The apparently incidental mention of many 
circumftances in thefe things, which yet agree fo ezafUy, 
and in a way fo much above chance, with Chrift, as to 
make it evident, that they were originally intended to be 
applied to him. The not breaking a bone of the Pafcal 
Lamb ; the mention of renting the garment, and cafting 
lots upon the vefture by David ; of offering gall and vin* 
egar ; of looking on him whom they had pierced ; of the 
third day, upon numerous occafions, &c. are circumftances 
of this kind. 

Now, thefe types and prophecies afford nearly the fame 
evidence, whether we confider the books of the Old Tcf- 
tament as genuine or no. For no one calls in queftion 
their being extant, as we now have them, fmall, immate* 
rial variations excepted, before the time of Chrift's appear- 
ance. Many of them do indeed require the common hif- 
tory of the New Teftament to be allowed as true. But 
there are fome, thofe for inftance, which relate to the 
humiliation and death of Chrift, and the fpirituality of hie 
office, the proofs of whofe accompliftmient are f ufficiently 
evident to the whole world, even independently of this. 

The fourth branch of the prophetical evidences, arc 
thofe which relate to the chriftian church. Here the 
three fdllowing particulars deferve attentive confideratioii. 

Firji^ The prcdiftions concerning a new and pure re- 
ligion, which was to be fet up by the coming of the prom- 
ifed Meffiah. 

Secondly f A great and general corruption of this relig* 
/on, which was to foUow \a iSw \iKvt\. 
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TbirJfyy The nccovcry of the chriftian church from 
this corruptiony by great tribulations ; and the final eftab- 
liihment of true and pure religion, called, T/je kingdom of 
righteoufnefsy ofthefatntSy the new JerufaUm^ l^c. 

The predi6^ion8 of the firft and third kinds, abound ev- 
ery where in the old prophets, in the difcourfes of Chrift, 
and in the writings of the apoftles. Thofe of the fecond 
kind are chiefly remarkable in Daniel, the Revelations, and 
the Epiftles of St. Paul, St. Peter, St. John, and St. Jude. 
In how furprifing a manner the events of the firft and 
fecond kind have anfwered to the prediflionf, cannot be 
unknown to any inquifitive, ferious perfon, in any chriftian 
country. At the fame time, it is evident, that the pre- 
dif^ions of thefe things could have no foundation in prob- 
able conjeAures when they were given. The events of 
the third clafs have not yet received their aceomphfhment, 
but there have been for fome centuries paft, and arc ftill, 
perpetual advances and preparations made for them ; and 
it now feems unreafonable to doubt of the natural proba- 
bility of their accomplishment, unlefs wc dofibt, at the 
lame time, of the truth of the rdigion itfelf. If it be 
true, it muft, upon more diligent and impartial examina^ 
tion, both purify itfelf, and overcome all oppofition. 

It is renuu^cably agreeable X» the tenour of Providence 
in other things, that that accomplifhment of prophecy,. 
which will hereafter evidence the truth of the chriftian 
religion in the moft illuftrious manner, (hould be effed^cd 
by prefcnt evidences of a lefs illuftrious nature. 

Let me add here, that many of the Pfalms arc peculiar.-. 
ty applicable tp the reftoration and.converfion of the Jewsj^ 
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and to the final prevalence and eftablifhment of the chrif- 
tian churchi i. e. to the events of the third clafs. 

Hartley on the Truth of the Chrifisan Re^ghn. 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED, 
The Evidences ofjefus Chrijifrom the Prophecies. 

THE nobleft evidences of our Lord are the prophe- 
cies, which preceded him. And> accordingly, it has plcaf- 
ed God to exercife a peculiar care in this behalf ; for the 
full accomplifhment of them being a perpetual miracle, 
which reachcth from the beginning to the end of the 
church. Sixteen hundred years together, God raifed up 
a fucceffion of prophets 5 and, during the fpace of four 
hundred years after, he difperfcd thefe prophecies, to- 
gether with the Jews that kept them, through all regions 
of the world. See the wonderful preparation to our 
Lord's appearance. As his gofpel was to be embraced 
and believed by all nations, there was a neceflity not only 
of prophecies to gain it this belief, but likewife of diffu- 
fing thefe prophecies to the fame extent of human race. 

Suppofing one fingle man to have left a book of pre- 
di<Slions concerning Jefus Chrift, as to the time and man- 
ner of his coming ; and fuppofing him to have come 
agreeably to thefe predi6lions, the arguments would be of 
almoft infinite force. Yet here the evidence is ftronger, 
beyond all comparifon. A fucceffion of men, for the 
fpace of four thoufand years, follow one another, without 
interruption or variation, in foretelling the fame great 
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event. A whole people are the harbingers of the great 
Meflias ; and fuch a people as fubfifted four ihoufand 
years, to teftify, in a general body, their aflured hope and 
expedation, from which no feverity of threats or perfccn- 
tion could, oblige them td depart. This is a cafe which 
challengcth, in a far more tranfcendent degree, our aiTent 
and wonder. 

The time of our Lord's appearance was fignificd by the 
ftate of the Jews ; by the condition of the heathen world ; 
by the comparifon between the two temples ; and even by 
the precife number of years which (hould intervene. 

The prophets have alfo given various marks of the 
Meifias who was to come ; it feemed neccfTary that thefe 
marks (hould all concur at the fame period. Thus it was 
neceffary that the fourth monarchy fhould be eftablirtied 
ere the expiration of Daniel's feventy weeks, that the 
fceptre (hould then depart from Judah, and that the Mef- 
£as ihould then immediately appear. In purfuit of which 
predidlions, our Lord appeared at this jundture, and dem- 
onft rated his claim to the ftyle and charader of the 
MefTias. 

The Jews, in putting to death Jefus Chrift, whom they 
believed n^t to be the Meffias, gave him the final mark 
and a(rurance of the Meffiah's charafter. The more they 
perlifted in denying him, they ftill became the more infalli- 
ble witneffes of the truth ; for to difown and to flay him, 
was but to join their own tedimony to that of the prophe- 
cies, which they fulfilled. 

The prefent condition of the Jews is a fingular confir-^ 
mation of our faith. It is aftoni(hing to fee this people, 
during fo vaft a courfe of years, tve^tx tiLUM\\>&\R.^^ -^sA 
X 2 
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yet ever miferabley as having been his crucifiers. And 
though to fubfifty and to be miferabley are contrarieties 
ungrateful to nature^ yet they fail not to maintain theift 
fubfiftcnce, under all tht power of their mifery. 

PafcaVs Tiougbu on JRcK^ioti* 
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SECTION IV. 

Tie RefurreSiion of Chrifi evinces the certain-- 
iy of Revealed Religion. 

Gilbert west, ej^. m^ obfem. 

-tioflis on the Hiftory and Refurreftion of Jefus'Chrift, b«f 
comparing the fcveral parts of the hiftory, has. nwde it to 
appear, that the women came at different' times to the iep* 
iilchre, and in different companies r that there were feverti 
difUnft appearances of angels, of which he reckons three, 
bdides that to the Roman foldiers> viz. to the other Mary 
and Salome ; to Mary Magdalene, to Joanna, and others 
with her j that thefe feveral fa6b were reported to the 
apoftles at different times, and by different perfons ; that 
there were two diftin6t appearances of Chrift to the wom- 
en ; one of which was to Mary Magdalene alone ; the 
other to the other Mary and Salome ; that to St. Peter 
was twice at the fepulchre ;:once with John, after the firft 
report Jo Mary Magdalene, concerning the body's not 
being found in the fepulchre ; the fecond time after the 
report made to Joanna, and the women with her ; of the 
appearance of the angels to them. This learned author 
obferves, that chriftian writers, dazzled by a few points of 
refemblance, have confounded thefe different fa6ls, and 
thereby given great advantage to the infidel. Whereas 
the fadls bemg rightly diftinguifhed, all the objedlions 
againfl; this part of ^e gofpel hiftory, «ACQ\!L^t?siN&<^v^'^^ 



26o EXCELLENCE OF THE 

inconfiftenty entirely vanifli ; and it appeareth that the 
evangeliftS) inftead of claHiing and difagreeingy mutually 
confirm) illuftratc^ and fupport each other's evidence. 

Mr. Weft hath made excellent and judicious reflexions, 
upon the feveral incidents in the hiftory of the refurrc^tioa, 
and upon the order in which they happened, and in which 
the feveral proofs of the refurre£iion were laid hefbre the 
apoftles. He fhews that the difcovery of it, which was 
made to them, was wifely ordered to be gradual ; and 
that, as they were to be the chofen witneffes of the refu»» 
re6Uon of Jefus, there was a great propriety in the fever- 
al fteps that were taken, to give the higheft conviftion of 
it. There is a train of witneffes, a fucceffion of miraciw 
lous events, mutually ftrengthening and illuftrating each 
other, equally and jointly concurring to prove the fame 
fa6l. iV.nd, whereas their doubting and unbelief, fpokea 
of by the cvangelifts, feems principally to have confided 
in this, that though they might believe that Chrift had 
appeared to thofe, who declared they had feen him, yet 
they might not believe that he had appeared to them with 
a real body ; therefore, in condefcenfion to their infirmity^ 
he gave them the fulleft evidence of the reality of his bod- 
ily appearance. 

The proofs of Chrift*? refurreftion laid before the apo(^ 
ties,, are digefted by Mr. Weft, under four heads. Firfij 
The teftimony of thofe, who had feen him after he was 
rifen. 5fro«^/)r, The evidence of their own fen fes. Third- 
ly^ The accompHfhment of the words he had fpokcn to 
them, while he was yet with them. Fourthly^ The fulfill- 
ing of the things which were written in the law of Mofes, 
in the prophets, and in the Pfalms, concerning him } oi 
which he has given a judicious lumtoacY'^^ 
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Upon recapkuktiAg feveralparticulars> which conditute 
the evidence of oar Saviour's reforreftion, this learned au- 
thor concludes, that there nfcver was a fad nu>re fully- 
proved than his refurreftion ; and that thofe, who were 
appointed to be the wrtncffes of it, had every kind of 
proof, that, in the like circunrftances, the moft fcrupulous 
could demand, or the moft incredulous imagine.* 

Having coniidered the proofs of the refurreftion of Je- 
fus Chrift, as they were laid before the apoftles, he pro- 
ceeds to confider fome of the arguments, that may induce 
us to believe, at this diftance of time, tliat Chrift rofe 
from the dead ; thefe he has reduced to two principal 
heads, viz. the teftimony of the chofen witneffes, of the 
refurreftion recorded in the fcriptures, and the exiftencc 
of the chriftian religion. 

With regard to the former, he (heweth that the apof- 
tles and evangelifts had two qualities neceflary to cftab» 
lifh the credit of a witnefs, a perfedl knowledge of the 
faclis they giye teftimony to, and a fair, unblemifhed char- 
after ; and that their teftimony is tranfmitted down in 
writings, either penned by themfelves, or authorized for 
their infpeftion and approbation. He offiereth feveral 
confiderations, to ftiow the genuinenefs of thofe writings, 
and makes ufe, both of the internal marks of the veracity 
of the facred writers, obfervable in the fcriptures, and the 
external proofs of their veracity and infpiration ; efpecial- 
ly the exaft accompiifhment of the prophecies recorded 

* After entering into a lonjj^ and fcrapulous esamioatioa of tlie 
feveral particulars, which conftitute the evidence of the refurredion, 
Mr. Weft (howg, that there never was a faft, that could more abide 
the teil, than the refurredion of Jefus Chrift. 
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in thefe writings. For inftance, in thofe relating to the 
various dates of the Jews and Gentiles, difFerenty not only 
from each other, but from that in which both were at the 
time when thefe prophecies were written. He obferves, 
that there are fevcral particulars, relating to the condition 
of the Jewifli nation, which were moft cxprefsly foretold 
in the de(lru£lion of the city and temple of Jernfalem, and 
the figns preceding that deftrudlion ; the miferies of the 
Jews before, at, and after the famous fiege of that city ;. 
the general difperfion of that people, the duration of their 
calamity, and their wonderful prefenration >inder4t ; and« 
finally, their reftoration. And fince the other parts of 
Jljiefe prcdidions have been exadly accomplifhed, there i& 
the greateft reafon to think the laft will be fp too, in their 
proper feafon. 

Mr. Weft concludes the whole, with the argument 
drawn from the prefent exidence of the chriftian religion ; 
and fheweth, that without fuppofing the truth of Chrift's 
Tefurredion, there is no accounting for the propagation 
and prefent exiftence of chriftianity. To fet this in a 
proper light, he reprefenteth, in an elegant and ftrlking; 
manner, the great difficulties that religion had to druggie; 
with, at its fird appearance, and the inability of its fird 
preachers, humanly fpeaking, to oppofe and overcome 
thofe obdacles. They had the fuperftition an(^ prejudices 
of the Jews to encounter ; and at the fame time, religion, 
<;udom, law, policy, pride, intereft, vice, and even philof- 
ophy, united the heathen world again d chridianity. Its 
oppofers were poffefTed of all the wifdom, power, and au- 
thority of the world. The preachers of it were weak and 
contemptible, yet it triumphed over all oppofition ; and 
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thisy as the cafe was eircumftancedy afforded a manifeft 
proof of a divine interpofition, and of the truth of the ex- 
traordinary fads, hy which it was fupported, the princi- 
pal of whith is the rcfurreAion of Jefus Chrift. 

H^^s Ohfirvattwt en the RefurreGum. 
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SECTION V. 

"The rapid Sfread >of Chrijii<mity a Proof of its 
Divine Original* 

W E find, in the ASs of the Apoftles, and 
in their Epiftles, that the number of converts to the chrif- 
tian religion began to increafe confiderably, almoft immedi- 
ately after our Saviour's afcenfion. The firft affembly 
which we meet withof Chrift's difciples, and that a few days 
after his removal from the world, confifted of one hundred 
and twenty. About a week after this, three thoufand were 
added in one day ; and the number of chriftians very foon 
increafed to five thoufand. Multitudes continued to be 
added daily ; fo that within about thirty years after the 
death of Chrift, the gofpe^ was fpread, not only through- 
out almoft all parts of the Roman empire, but even in 
Parthia and India. About eighty years after the afcen- 
fion of our Saviour, the chriftians were fo numerous, that 
the eloquent Pliny, a pagan, and proconful of Bithinia 
complained, that in his province the altars were abandoned, 
and the worftiip of the gods negle6ted. The gofpcl con- 
tinued to fpread, in an aftonifhing degree, through every 
age, until the final eftablifhment of the chriflian religion 
by Conftantine. The wonderful and unexampled* prog- 

* This diftincSllon ought ever to be kept np, between tlie fpread 
of the chriftian and Mahometan religion. Chrift was the prince of 
peace, suid made ufc of no force, but the force of truth. Mahomet 
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grcfs of chriftianity, notwithftanding the formidable op- 
pofition it met with, both from the pagans and Jews, is 
defcribed in the following ftriking manner, by a celebra- 
ted writer. 

The rifing fociety of chriftians incrcafes in ftrength ev- 
ery day, it fpreads itfelf, and wherever it is eftablifhed, I 
behold corruption, fanatciifm, fuperftition, prejudice, and; 
idolatry proftrate before the crofs. 

What an ailonifhing revolution has been the fubjedl of 
my contemplation ! Who are the men, who have efFeded 
it ? What obftacles have they had to furmount ! A poor 
man, who had not where to lay his head, who pafTed for 
the fon of a carpenter, who ended his life by an ignomini- 
ous death, was the founder of this religion, which triumphs 
over paganifm and all its mongers. 

This man chofe his difciples from amongd the lowelt 

propagated his religion by the fword ; and till he made ufe of that 
inflrument of converfion, the number of his profelytes was a mere 
nothing. It was ac the head of his armies that he preached the 
koran. 

As Monlieur Pafcal obferves, " Mahomet cftablilhed himfelf by- 
killing ; Jefus Chrift, by conmianding us to lay down our lives ; 
Mahomet, by forbidding his law to be read ; Jefus Chrift, by en- 
gaging U8 to fearch and read. In a word, the two defigns are in all 
refpecSts, fo diredly oppofite, that Mahomet took the way, in human 
probability, to fucceed ; Jefus Chrift, humanly fpeaking, to be difap- 
pointed. And hence, inftead of fo irrational a conclufion, as that be- 
caufe Mahomet fucceeded, Jefus Chrift might, in like manner, have 
fucceeded before ; we ought by the rule of contraries, to infer, that 
fince Mahomet has fucceeded, chriftianity muft inevitably have perifli- 
ed, had it not been founded and fupported by a power altogether 
divine.*' 

Y 
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clafa of people, the chief part of them from fimple, plain 
fiftiermen ; and it is fuch men as thefe, that he commiflionj. 
cd to preach his religion over all the earth. — Go and 
preach to all nations — ye fhall bear witnefs of me to thefarthefi 
ends of the earth. 

They obey the voice of their lord and matter ; they 
publifh to all nations the dodrine of life ; they atteft the 
refurre^ion of the crucified man ; the nations believe in 
his name, and are converted. 

This is the great moral phenomenon, which 1 have to 
explain ; a revolution more extraordinary than all thofe re- 
corded in hiftory, and of which I am defirous to aflign the 
efficient caufe. 

I take a rapid view of the world before this great revo- 
lution took place. Two predominant fyftems of religion 
prevailed in it, Theifm and Polythfiifm. 

I am not fpeaking of the pagan philofophers, that very 
limited number of fages, who, like Anaxagoras or Soc- 
rates, attributed the origin of all things to one eternal 
fpirit. Thefe fages did not form a body ; and they left 
the common people immerfed in prejudices and the grofleft 
idolatry. The philofophers themfelves had attained the 
knowledge of fome important truths ; but they laid open 
their treafure only to the adepts. 

I am fpeaking of the Theifts of that nation, fo extraor- 
dinary and fo numerous, feparated by its laws, its cuftoms, 
even by its prejudices, from all other nations, and who 
fuppofed that their ancellors received their religion and 
laws from the hands of God. That nation is fiimly con- 
vinced, that this religion, and thefe laws, are eftablifhed 
by fignal and innumerable miracles ; it is llrongly attached 
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to its external worfhip, cuftoms, and traditions ; and al- 
though much fallen from its former fplendour, and fubjed 
to a foreign yoke, it ftill retains all the pride of its antient 
Kberty, and believes itfelf to be the fole objed of the at- 
tention of its Creator. This people retains a fovereigu 
contempt for every other people, and profefles to wait for 
a deliverer, who will fubje^l the whole world to their 
natiga. 

Polytheifm was, in every other country, the predomi- 
nant and almoft univerfal religion ; it varied under dif- 
ferent forms, according to the climate and genius of the 
people ; it was favourable to all, even the moft monftrous 
paffions ; giving a full career to the heart of man, though 
it fometimes checked his hand ; flattering every fcnfe, and 
affociating the flefh with the fpirit. It exhibited to the 
people the example of its gods ; and thefe gods were 
monfters of cruelty and impurity, and of courfe, mufl be 
worfhipped with cruelties and debaucheries. The eyes 
of the multitude were fafcinated by its enchantments, its 
prodigies, its auguries, divinations, and pompous ceremo- 
nies. Such a religion builds altars to vice, and digs the 
grave for virtue. 

How will fifhermen, afluming the charafter of mifliona- 
ries, be able to perfuade the Theifts, that this external, 
majedic, antient, and venerable worfhip is no longer what 
God requires of them, and that it is abolifhed forever ; 
that all thofe auguil ceremonies, fo myfterious, fo well 
calculated to captivate the fenfes, are only the fhadow of 
thofe things, the fubftance of which is now prefented to 
them ? How will it be poffible to force them to acknowl- 
•dge, that thofe traditioasi to which they are fo united 
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in their hearts and minds, are only the commandmrnts 
of men, and that they deftroy that lavr, which they be- 
lieve to be divine i But above aU» how (hall fifhermen con- 
vince thefe proud and difdainful Theiils, that this defpifed 
and abjed man, whom their magiftrates have condemnedf 
and who expired on a crofs, ishimfelf the great Deliverer* 
who had been foretold to them, and for whom they fo im- 
patiently waited ; that they are not the folc objed:s of 
the extraordinary favour of Providence, but that all the 
nations of the earth are called to partake of it ? 

How (hall fifhermen eradicate from the imagination of 
the fenfual and coarfe Polytheift, that herd of gods, as 
numerous as the various objeds of nature \ What method 
fhall they take to fpiritualize his ideas, to difengage him 
from the dead matter, withiA which he is immerfed, and 
convert him to the living God ? How (hall they wreft 
him from the feducing pleafures of the fenfes, and a life 
of voluptuoufnefs ? How (hall thoy purify and ennoble all 
his a(Fe(ftion8 ? How (hall they make of him a fage, and 
more than a fage ? How (hall they reftrain his heart, as 
well as his hands ? And, above all, how (hall they perfuade 
him to pay homage to a man, ftigmatized by a moft igno- 
minious puni(hment ? And, how (hall they, in the eye of 
the Polytheift, convert the folly of the crofs into wifdom ? 

How (hall thefe heralds of a crucified man, engage their 
new followers to forfake their temporal interefts ; to fub- 
mit to a life of contempt, humiliation, and ignominy ; to 
defy all kinds of puni(hments and tortures ; to reiift all 
temptations ; and to perfevere, even unto death, in a doc- 
trine which infures no recompenfe but in another life ? 

By what means are thefe iimple fi(hermen become tSk^ 
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era of men ? Whence has it happened^ that, in iefs than 
half a century, fo many and different feds and nations, 
have embraced the new dodtrine ? How has this feed of 
muflard become a great tree ? And, how has this tree 
over fhadowed fuch immenfe countries ? I know that in 
general men are not enemies to feverity of doftrine in 
point of morals^ becaufe it fuppofes an uncommon effort 
of mind, and becaufe men have a natural tafte for perfec- 
tion ; not that they always feek after it j but they arc 
fond of it, at leafl, in fpeculation. A voluntary poverty, 
a great difinfereftednefs, a painful and laborious life, at- 
tra£i eafily the attention and eileem of men. They are 
very ready to admire all this, provided you do not oblige 
them to the pra^ice of it* 

If therefore this new doftrine publifhed to the world, 
had been purely fpeculative, I can eafily conceive that it 
might have gained the efteem, and even the admration 
of fome people. They would have viewed it in the light 
of a new fcA of philofophy ; and thofe who profeffed itf 
might have appeared to them fages of a very peculiar Ilamp. 

But this dodtrine is not merely fpeculative, it is chiefly 
praftical, in the ftriftefl and mofl literal fenfe of the word* 
It is the moft elevated kind of prad^ical heroifm, it enjoins 
an entire fclf denial, combats every paffion, regulates every- 
affection, checks every defire, require a total furrender of 
our heart to the love of God and of our neighbour, de- 
mands continual facrifices, and thofe the greatefl: of facri- 
fices 'f and promifes no other rewards, but thofe which the 
eye cannot fee, and which the hand cannot feel. 

That the charms of eloquence, the attradions of riches, 
the fpleadour of dignities, and the influence of ^Qwer>.^K»^| 

y 2 
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gain credit to a do6lrine» and bring over to it many profe- 
Ijrtes, I can eaflly conceive. 

But the doArine of the crucified Saviour is taught by 
men void of art, and in the lowcft circumftances, whofe 
eloquence confiils more in things than in words ; by men 
who preach dodnnes oppofite to the moft received opin* 
ions ; by men of the loweft clafs, and who hold out to thehr 
difciples no other expeftations in this Hfe, than fufFer- 
itigs, tortures, and the crofs ; and yet thefc are the men 
who triumph over flcfh and blood, and convert the uni- 
verfe. 

The effe£)r was prodigious, rapid, permanent ; it exifb 
to this day. I can difcover no natural caufe to poduce 
this effedl ; and yet there muft be a caufe, and a great 
caufe. Where then is the caufe ? In the name of the cru- 
elfied man, the lame walk^ the lepers are cleanfed^ the deaf 
hear, the Mind fee, the dead are raifed. 1 am no longer at 
a lofs ; every difficulty vanifhes ; the problem is folved f 
the legiflator of nature has fpoken ; nations have heard 
. '•lim ; the univerfe has acknowledged its mafter. He who 
can fee in the muftard feed the lofty tree, was the Mef- 
fenger of that God, who has chofen the weak things of the 
world to confound the things that are mighty^ 

*rhe weak things of the world I — If this Saviour was 
to have a precurfor, it was alfo in the order of this fub- 
lime economy, that this precurfor fhould lead a life of 
poverty and frugality ; that his manners fhould be auftere, 
his aftions irreproachable ; that, cloathed in coarfe rai- 
ment, he fhould precede the Prince of Life, who was him»- 
fclf concealed under the humble veil of flefli. This pre- 
curfor was alfo to recall men to the moft effeatial duties of 
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human nature, and teach them a doctrine preparatory, as it 
were, to the more complete and more elevated doArine of 
the great fovereign teacher ; it was, in fkicj his commif- 
fion to announce and chara£berize, by the moil ftriking 
features, him who was to come after him. 

The weak things of the world ! — In conformity to thefe 
views, fo far excelling all human view* ; the Meffenger of" 
the Moll High was to be bom of a virgin, in an obfcure 
family, but defcended of illuflrious anceftors, to whom- the 
mod magnificent promifes had been made by antient pre<h 
didlions. His birth was to be proclaimed by (hepherds ; 
and the celeilial heralds, commiffioned to eelebrate by their 
hymns ihefe glad tidings, were to 'inftru6l thefe (hepherds 
in the obje£l and extent of the miflion of Chrift.— O/t earth 
peace ; good wtH towards man, — Good will — not towards 
a fingle generation, but to every generation to come ; the 
benevolence of the beft and greateft of beings compre^ 
kends all mankind, becaufe he is the father of all. 

The weak things of the world !'- — In this marvellous dit 
penfation of Providence, what numberlefs circumftancet 
ftill prefent themfelves to me, all direfted to divert the at- 
tention of man from human grandeur, towards that which 
is truly great. This child, the defire of all nations, is 
born in a manger, the fuppofed Ton of a carpenter ; for 
was he, at whofe feet all thrones were one day to be cad 
down, was he to borrow his glory from the fplendour of 
thrones ? Was he, to whom all nature and all minds were 
to become fubjed, was he to be invefted w^ith tjie power 
of kings ? And becaufe he could give all power to his dif- 
ciples to command, even as he hiihfelf did, all nature, and 
all the heart? of men, therefore his difciplcs were to be 
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chofea from amongft fifkeraum and pubUcans i and tbefe 
were the men whom he wa».to commiflion to teach aUna^ 
tioafl, and reform the univcrfe. 



tHE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

WHEN we confider the ages, which have elapfed fince 
the introduSion of chriftianity^ and the events attending 
its propagationy how wonderful is the hiftory we contem* 
phtc 1 We fee a mighty light » fpreading orer all man* 
kindt from <me fpark kindled in an obfcure comer of the 
earth. An humble» perfecuted teacher preaches a reli- 
gion of peaces of forgivenefs of i^joriesy ef fubmifion to 
temporal autliorities> of meeknefi^ brotherly Iove» and uni. 
▼er&l benevolence ; he is tried^ condemnedi and executed 
for his dodtrines ; he nfes from the tomb» and breaking 
down the bars of deaths fets open to all mankind the evi- 
dence of a life to come, and> at the fame time, points out 
the fare path to everlafting happinefs in the future ftate. 
A few, unlettered difciples, his adherents and furvivors, 
take up his doftrines, and going forth amongd the princes 
of the Roman empire, then in its zenith, preach a religion 
to the gentiles, diredly ftriking at the foundation of the 
moft fplendid fabric of fuperllition ever reared on earth* 
Thefe gentiles are not a rude and barbarous race, but men 
of illuminated minds, acute philofophers, eloquent orators, 
powerful reafoners, eminent in arts, in fciences, and armed 
¥nih fovercign power. What an undertaking for the 
teachers of chriftianity ! What a conflict for religion^ 
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holding forth no temporal allurements ! On the contrary, 
promifing nothing but mortification in this world, and 
referring all hope of a reward for prefent fuffcrings to the 
unfeen glories of a life to come. 

Cumberlatuts Ohferveff Vol. IIL 
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S E C T I O N VL 

The moral CharaSlers of Chriftj the Prophets y 
and Apojiles^ prove the Truth and Divine Au^ 
fhority of the Scriptures. 

JL HE chara6):er of Chrift, as it ftiay be 
colleded from the plain narrations of the gofpels^ is man- 
ifeftly fuperiour to all other charaAers, fidUtious or real, 
whether drawn by hiftorians, orators, or poets. We fee 
in it the moft entire devotion and refignation to God, 
and the moft ardent and univerfal love to mankind, join- 
ed with the greateft humility, felf-denial, meeknefs, pa- 
tience, prudence, and every other virtue, divine and hu- 
man J to which we are to add, that, according to the 
New Tcftament, Chrift, being the Lord and creator of 
all, took upon himfelf the form of a fervant, in order to 
make atonement for all ; that, with this view, he fubmit- 
ted to the helplefsnefs and infirmities of infancy, to the 
narrownefs of human underftandipg, and the perturbations 
of human afFe6lion8, to hunger, thirft, labour, wearinefs, 
poverty, and hardfhips of various kinds, to lead a forrow- 
ful, friendlcfs life, to be mifunderftood, betrayed, infulted, 
and mocked, and at lad: to be put to a painful and igno- 
minious death. 

The manner in which the evangelifts fpeak of Chrift, 
fhews that they drew after a real copy, i. e. fliews the 
genuinencfs and truth of the gofpel hiftory. There arc 
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no dire6l encomiums upon him, no laboured defences or 
recommendations. His charafter arifes from a careful, 
impartial examination of all that he faid and did ; and the 
cvangelifts appear to have drawn this greateft of all char- 
afters, without any dired defign to do it. Nay, they 
have recorded fome things, fuch as his being moved with 
the paflions of human nature, as well as being affcAed 
with its infirmities, which the wifdom of this world would 
rather have concealed. But their view was to fhew him 
to the perfons to whom they preached, as the promifed 
Meiliah of the Jews, and the Saviour of mankind ; and as 
they had been convinced of this themfelves, from his dif- 
courfes, aftions, fufferings, and refurredlion, they thought 
nothing more was wanting to convince fuch others, as were 
ferious and impartial, but a fimple narrative of what Jefuc 
faid and did. And if we compare the tranfcendent great- 
nefs of this chara6ler, with ^e indireft manner in which 
it is delivered, and the ilUteratenefs and low condition of 
the evangelifts, it will appear. impoflible, that they fhould 
have forged it, that they (hould have not had a real original 
before them, fo that nothing was wanting, but to record 
fmiply and faithfully. How could mean and illiterate per- 
fons excel the greateft geniufes, antient and modern, in 
drawing a charadler ? How came they to draw it in an 
indire<fl manner ? This is indeed a ftrong evidence of gen- 
uinenefs and truth ; but then it is of fo reclufeand fubtle 
a nature, agreeably to' this, has been fo little taken notice 
of, by the defenders of the chriftian religion, that one 
cannot conceive the evangelifts were at all aware that it 
was an evidence. The charafter of Chrift, as drawn by 
them, is therefore genuine and true ; and confequentl^^ 
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proves his divine miffiooy both by its tranfcendent excel- 
lence, and by his laying claim to fuch a zniflion. 

The chara6iers of the perfons, who are faid in the fcrip- 
tiires to have had divine coramunicationsy and a divine 
tniffion, are fo much fuperionr to the charaders, which oc- 
cur in common life, that we can fcarce account for the 
more eminent fingle ones, and therefore much lefs for fo 
large a fucceiiion of them, continued through fo many 
ages, without allowing the divine communications and ^ 
aififUnce, which they allege. It is true indeed, that many 
of thefe eminent perfens had confiderable imperfe£lions, 
and fome of them were guilty of great fins occafionally, 
though not habitually ; however, upon a balance, after 
proper dedudions are made, on account of their fins and 
imperfedtions, it is left to the impartial reader to confider, 
whether the prophets, apoftles, &c. were not fo much 
fuperiour, not only to mankind at an average, but even to 
the beft men among the Greeks and Romans, as is not fairly 
to be accounted for by the mere powers of human nature. 

The charaders of the eminent perfons mentioned in 
the fcriptures, arife fo much in an indired way, from the 
plain narrations of fads, their fins and imperfedions are 
fo fully fet forth by themfelves, or their friends, with their 
condemnation and punifhment, and the vices of wicked 
men, and the oppofers of God and themfelves, related in 
fo candid a way, with all fit allowances, that we have in 
this a remarkable additional evidence for the truth of this 
part of the fcripture hiftor)', befides the common ones be- 
fore given, which extend to the whole. 

Hartley on the Truth of the Chrtftian Religion, 
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rUE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

THERE is no argument for the truth of chriftianity, 
more irrefiftible than the charader and condu6^ of its lu-ft 
propagators, and efpecially of its glorious author. No 
human fagadty could, from meer invention, have pyit to- 
gether a fiftitious account of the behaviour of a perfon, in 
fo many ftrange and uncommon particulars, as the evan- 
gelifts have told us of our Saviour, without either fwelling 
up the imaginary charafter into that of the hero of a ro- 
mance, or drawing it defaced with faults and blemifhes. 
That human invention is by no means equal to any fuch 
taik, if evident from the unfuccefsful attempts, which have 
been made by the greateft matters of defcription, to draw 
perfefl charaAers, efpecially where any thing fupematu- 
ral was to have a place ; and that fuch a chara6lcr as that 
of our Saviour, ftiould be drawn fo uniform and confiftent, 
at the fame time that it is fo wholly new and peculiar, 
that in all the hillories, and all the epic poems in the 
world, there is no pattern whence the lead hint could be 
taken, to form it by ; that this chara6ler, in which the 
greatnefs is of fo extraordinary and flupendous a kind, 
that whatever is great in thole of warriors, or heroes, or 
kings, is defpifed and negledled by him, and infinitely be- 
neath him ; that fuch a chara£ler (hould be the invention 
of a few illiterate men, and that it fhould by them be ex- 
hibited, not by ftudied encomiums, but by a bare, unadorn- ' 
cd narration of fads, but fuch fafts as are no where elfc 
to be equalled. He who can believe that all this could 
be the effed of mere human invention, without fuperiour 
interpofition, lAuft be capable of belicviu^ ^.w^ xJkvt^';^. ^^ 
Z 
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that I may defy all the oppofers of revelation to anfwer 
the queftioii) how we came to have fuch a charader, as 
that of Chrifty drawn as it is, and drawn by fuch authors, 
if ie was not taken from a real original, was not fome;thing 
above humaOf 

Burgh^s Dignity of Human Naturt. 
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SECTION VII. 

The Converfion of St. Paul* furnijhes a Proof 
of the Divine Origin of the Chrijiian Religion. 

Jl he converfion of fuch a man^ at fuch 
a timC) and hj fuch means, furnifhes one of the moft com- 
plete proofs that have ever been given, of the divine origin 
of the chriftian religion. That Saul, a zealous perfecutor 
of the difqiples of Chrift, became all at once a difcipla 
Kimfelf, is a faft which cannot be controverted, without 
overturning the credit of all hiftory. He muft therefore 
have been converted in the miraculous manner, in which 
he himfelf faid he was, and of courfe the chriftian religio» 
be a divine revelation ; or he muft have been either au im« 
poftor, or enthufiaft, or a dupe to the fraud of others. 
There 13 not another alternative pofSble. 

If Paul was an impoftor, who declared what he knew 
to be falfe, with an intent to deceive, he muft have bccft 
induced to ad that part from fome motive. But the only^ 
conceivable motives for religious impofture are, either the 
hope of advancing one's temporal intcreft, reputation, or 
power, or the profpeA of gratifying fome paffion or appe- 
tite, under the authority of the new religion. 

♦ The celebrated Lord Lyttleton, in his Obfervations on the 
Converfion of St. Paul, has endeavoured to prove, that nothing but 
the actual appearance of one from heaven was able to produce convic- 
tion in fo bitter an enemy to Chrift and his gofpel. The foUowii^ 
is aa abridgegoieRt oC his a{|;umeiits. 



28a EXCELLENCE OF THE 

That neither of thefe could be St. Paul's motives for 
profeffing thie faith of Chrift crucified^ is evident from the 
flate of Judaifm and chriftianityy at the period of his for« 
faking the former, and embracing the latter. Thofe 
whom he left, were the difpofers of wealthy of dignity* 
and power in Judea ; thofe to whom he went, were indi- 
gent men, oppreifed, and deprived of all means of acquir- 
ing riches. The certain confcquence, therefore, of his em- 
bracing -chriftianity, was the lofs, not only of all that he 
polfelTedy but of all hopes of acquiring more ; whereas, by 
continuing to perfecute the chriftians, he had almoft cer- 
tain hopes of making' his fortune, by the favour of thofe 
who ^ere at the head of the Jewifh ftate, to whom noth- 
ing could more recommend him, than the zeal he fhowed 
in that perfecution. As to credit, or reputation, could 
the difciple of Gamaliel think he (hould gain either, by 
becoming a teacher in a college of fifhermen ? Could he 
flatter himfelf that either in, or out of Judea, the dodrines 
. he taught could do him any honour ? No ; h^ knew very 
well that the preaching of Chrift crucified was a fiumbling 
block to the yeivs^ and to the Greeks if oolifhnefs, I Cor. iv. 
23. He afterwards found by experience, that in all 
parts of the world, contempt was the portion of whoever 
engaged in preaching a myftery fo unpalatable to the 
world, to all its paffions and pleafures, and fo irreconcilea- 
ble to the pride of human reafon. See i Cor. iv. 13. 
Yet he went on as zealoufly as he fet out, and luels not 
ajhamed of the gofpel of Chrtfl, Certain then the defire of 
glory, the ambition of making to himfelf a great name, 
was not his motive to embrace chriftianity. Was it then 
the love of power ? Power 1 Over whom ? Over a flock 
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•f fheepy driren to the flaughtery whole fhepherd himfelP 
had been murdered a little before. Could he exped more- 
mercy from the chief priefts and the rulers, than they had' 
fhewn to Jefus himfelf ? Would not their anger be proba- 
bly fiercer againfl; the deferter and betrayer of their caufcf 
than againft any other of the apo files I Was power over 
fa mean and defpifed a people, worth attempting with fo' 
much danger ? So far was Paul from afTuming any au- 
thority over the other apoftles, that he declared himfelf 
the leqfl oftbem^ and left than the Uajt of allfatntu £ph. 
iii. %% I Cor.. XV; 9; 

It cannot be alleged, that St; Paul commenced a 
teacher of chriftianity, with a view of gratifying fome li- 
centious pafiion, under the authority of that new religion. 
His writings breathe nothing' but the ftrifteft morality, 
obedience to magiftrates, order, and government, with the 
urmoft abhorrence of all licentioufnefs, idlenefs, or lo€^e 
behaviour, under the cloak of religion. We no where- 
read in his works, that faints are above moral ordinances ;- 
that dominion is founded on grace ; that there is no dif- 
ference in moral aftions ;; that any impulfes of the mind' 
are to dire£^ us againft the light of our reafon, and the* 
laws of nature, or any of thofe wicked' tenets, from which 
the peace of fociety has been difturbed, and the rules of - 
morality have been broken by men» pretending to ad un^^- 
der the fandtion of divine revelation. Nor does any part* 
of his life, either before, or after his convcrfion to chrif- 
tianity, bear any mark of a libertine difpofition ; as' 
among the Jews, fo among the chriftians, his converfation^ 
and manners were blamelefs. 

It has^fometimes been objeded to the other a^(kkft^!cf^. 
Z 2. . 
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thofe who were reCbWed not to credit their teftimony^ that 
having been deeply engaged with Jefos during bis life» 
they were obliged to continue the fame profeffions after 
his death, for the fupport of their 6wn credit, and from 
having gone too hr to go back) but this can by no meant 
be faid of St. Paul. On the contrary, whatever force 
there may be in that way of reafoning, it all tends to con^ 
vince us that St. Paul muft have naturally contmued a^ 
Jew, and an enemy of Jefus Chrift. If they were en- 
gaged on one fide, he was as ftrongly engaged on the 
other ; if fhame withheld them from changing fides, much 
more ought it to have deterred him, who from his fuperi* 
our abilities and reputation, muft have been vaftly more 
fufceptible of that kind of fhame, than the mean and il« 
literate fifhermen of Galilee^ The only other difference 
was, that they by quitting their mafler after his death 
might have preferved thcmfelves, whereas he by quitting 
the Jews, and taking up the crofs of Chrift, certainly 
brought on his own deflruAion. 

As St. Paul was not an impoftor, fo it is evident he 
was not an enthufiail. Great heat of temper, melancholy, 
ignorance, credulity, and vanity are the ingredients of 
which enthufiafm is generally compofed ; but from all 
thefc, except the firft, the apoftle appears to have been 
wholly free. That he had great fervour of zeal, both 
when a Jew, and when a chriflian, in maintaining what he 
thought to be right, cannot be denied ; but he was at all 
times fo much mader of his temper, as in matters of indif- 
ference, " to become all things to all men," i Cor. ix. 20. 
bending his notions and manners to theirs, fo far as his 
4uty to God would permit f a conduft neither compatible 
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with the ftifiGaefs of a bigot, nor the violent impulfeA of 
fanatical ddufion. His zeal was eager and warmy but 
tempere4 'with fnrudencet and even with the civilitiea and 
decomnw of lifey as appears hj his behaTiour to Agrippa, 
Feftu8> and Felix, not the bUadi inconfiderate, indecent 
zeal of an enthuiiaft. 

That St. Paul was not melancholy, is pkin from hii^ 
Gondu£t in embracing erery niethod, which prudence- 
could fuggeft, to efcape danger, and fhun perfecution,^ 
when he could do itif^thout betrajyng the duty of his of* 
fice, or the honour of his God. A melancholy enthufiaft 
courts perfecution, and when he cannot obtain it, affli6ls 
himfelf with abfurd penances ; but the hoGnefspf St. Paul 
confilled only in the fimplicity of a godly life, and in the 
unwearied performance of thofe apoftolic duties, to which 
he was called. 

As to ignorance, which is another ground of enthufi* 
afm, St. Paul was fo far from it, that he appears to have 
been mafter, not of the Jewifli learning only, but alfo of 
the Greek philofophy, and even to have been very conver« 
fant with the Greek poets* 

That the apoftle wiis not credulous, is ' plain, from his 
having refifted all the evidence of all the miracles perform- 
ed on earth by Chrift, as well as thofe that were after- 
wards worked by the apoftles ; to the fame of which, as 
be lived in Jerufalem, he could not polK>ly have been » 
ftranger. This evinces that his mind, far from being dif- 
pofed to a credulous faith, or a too eafy reception of any 
miracle, worked in proof of the chrifUaii religion, appears^ 
to have been barred againft it by the moft obftinate preju-^ 
dicesy a9 much m aoy man's could (offilbbi bt%^Q^\K»^^ 
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we may hirlj concludei that nothing lefs than the irre' 
fiftible evidence of his own fenfes, clear from all poflibility 
of doubt) could have orercomc his unbelief. 

Vanity, or felf conceit, n another circumftance that for 
the moft part prevails m the charader of an enthufiaft. 
That St. Paul was as free from vanity as any man that 
ever lived, is evident from all we fee of his writings, or 
know of his life. In his Epiftle to the Epheflans, he calls 
himfelf iefo than the kq/l ofallfatntu And to the Corin- 
thians, he fays he is the leajiofthe apqftlesy and not meet to be 
coiled an apoJtUy hecaufe he had perfecuted the church of God. 
He calh himfelf the chief of JinnerSi in his Epiftlc to Timo- 
thy. And he prefers in the ftrongeft terms univerfal be- 
nevolence to faith, prophecy, and miracles. Is this the 
language of vanity or enthufiafm ? Did ever a fanatic pre- 
fer virtue to his own religious opinions, to illuminationt 
of the fpirit, and even to the merit of martyrdom ? 

Having thus fhewn that St. Paul was neither an im- 
poftor nor an enthufiaft, it remains only to be inquired, 
whether he was deceived by the fraud of others ; but 
this inquiry need not be long, for who was to deceive him ? 
A few illiterate fiftiermen in Galilee. It was naturally 
impofllble for fuch men to conceive the thought of turn- 
ing the moft enlightened of their opponents, and the cru- 
eleft of their perfecutors into an apoftle, and to do this by 
fraud, in the very inftant of his greateft fury againft them 
and their Lord. But could they have been fo extrava- 
gant, as to conceive fuch a thought, it was phyfically im- 
pofllble for them to execute it in the manner in which we 
find his converfion to have been efFedted. Could they 
produce in the air alight at noondayi which was brighter: 
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than the fun i Could they make Saul hear words from 
out of the lighty which were not heard by the reft of the 
company ? Could they make him blind for three days af- 
ter the vifiony and then make fcales fall from his eyes, and 
reftore him to fight by a word ? Or could they make him, 
and thofe who travelled with him, believe that thefe thing« 
had happened, if they had not happened ? Moft certain- 
ly no fraud was equal to all this. 

Since then St. Paul was neither an impoftqr, an enthu- 
fiaft, nor deceived by the fraud of others, it follows that 
his converfion was miraculous ; and therefore that the 
chriftian reh'gion is a divine revelation. 

Lyitleton on the Converfion of St, Patd. 
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SECTION VIIL 

The Purity and Perfeilion of the Moral Pre-^ 
cepts of Chrijiianity an Argument for its Di- 
vine Original. 

XjLN account of Jenyns' Internal Evi- 
dence of the Chriftian 'Religion has been given in the 
fketch of his life, in Part 1. The following extrad is aa 
abridgement of the third propofition contained in that 
work, which is as follows, viz. 

That from this book, called the New Teftament, mzy 
be €olle6Ud a fyftem of ethics, in which every moral pre- 
cept founded on reafon, is carried to a higher degree of 
purity and perfedion, than in any other of the antient phi- 
lofophers of preceding ages. 

Moral precepts founded on reafon, arc fuch as enforce 
the praflice of thofc duties that reafon informs us mud 
improve our natures, and conduce to the happinefs of 
mankind : fuch as piety to God, benevolence to man,, 
juftice, charity, temperance, and fobriety, with all thofe, 
which prohibit the commiflion of the contrary vices, all 
which debafe our natures, and by mutual injuries, intro- 
duce univerfal diforder, and confequently univerfal mifery. 

Let us now examine what are the niew precepts in the 
chriftian religion, peculiarly correfponding with the new 
objeft of it, that is preparing us for the kingdom of 
heaven. Of thofe, the chief are poornefs of fpiriti for- 
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givenefs of iDJaries, and charity to all men ; to thefe we 
may add repentance^ faitb, felf abafementy and a detach- 
ment from the world ; all moral duties peculiar to thid re- 
ligion, and abfolutely neceiTary to the attainment of its end. 

BlefTed are the poor in fpirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of beaten ; by which poornefs of fpirit is to be under- 
ftood a difpofition of mind, meek, humble, fubmiffive to 
power, void of ambition, patient of injuries, and free from 
all refentment. This was fo new, and fo oppofite to the 
ideas of all pagan moralifts, that they thought this temper 
of mind a criminal . and contemptuous meannefs, which 
muft induce men to facrifice the glory of their country, 
and their own honour to a fhameful pudUanimity ; and 
fuch it appears to almoft all who are called chriftians, even 
at this day, who not only reje6l it in pra6lice, but difavow 
it in principle, notwithftanding this explicit declaration of 
their mafter. 

Another precept, equally new and no lefs excellent, is 
that forgivenefs of injuries, which our Saviour enjoins in 
Matt. V. 23. This was a leflbn fo new, and fo utterly 
unknown, till taught by his dodrines, and enforced by his 
example, that the wifcft moralifts of the wifeft nations and 
ages reprefented the defire of revenge as the mark of a 
noble mind, and the accomplifhment of it, as one of the 
chief felicities attendant on a fortunate man« But how 
much mjore magnanimous, how much more beneficial t9 
mankind is forgivenefs ! It is more magnanimous, be- 
caufe every generous and exalted difpofition of the human 
mind is requifite to the praJEUce of it ; for thefe alone can 
enable us to bear the wrongs and infults of wickednefs and 
folly with patience, and to look down on the peq^tta.tAx% 
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of them with pityj rather than indignatioo ; theCe alone 
can teach ut, that fuch are but a part of thofe fuffeiiogi 
allotted to us in this ftate of probationy and to knpw^ that 
to overcome e?il with good, is the moft glorious of all vic- 
tories. It is the moil beneficial, becaufe this amiable con- 
duct alone can put an end to an eternal fucceiHon of inju- 
ries and retaliations, for every retaliation becomes a new 
injiiry, and requires another ad of revenge for fatisfa£iion« 
But would we obferve this falutary precept, to love our 
enemies, and to do good to thofe who defpitefuUy ufe us, 
this obilinate benevolence would at l^ft jponquer the moil 
inveterate heart, and we ihould have no enemies to forgive. 
A third precept, fird noticed and firft enjoined by this 
inftitution, is charity to all men. What this ^ is, we may 
beft learn from the admirable defcription in i Corinthians 
xiii. 4. Here we have an accurate delineation of this 
bright conftellation of all virtues, which confifts not, as 
many imagine, in the building of monafteries, endowment 
of hofpitals, or the diilribution of alms, but in fuch an 
amiable difpofition of mind, as exercifes itfclf every hour 
in a£ls of kindnefs, patience, and complacency to all around 
us ; and which alone is able to promote happinefs in the 
prefent life, or render us capable of receiving it in another. 
And yet this commandment is declared to be new by the - 
author of it. See John xiii. 34. This benevolent dif- 
pofition is made the great charaderiftic of a chriftian, the 
tell of his obedience, and the mark by which he is to be 
diftinguiftied. Yet was this commandment entirely new, 
when given by him who fo entitles it, and has made it the 
capital duty of his religion^ becaufe the moft indifpenfably 
neceffary to the attainment of its great objedt, the king- 
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dom of heaven ; into which, if proud, turbulent, and vin- 
diftive fpirit« were permitted to enter, they muft unavoid- 
ably deftroy the happinefs of that ftate, by the operations 
of the fame paf&ons and vices, by which they difturb the 
prefent, and therefore all fuch muft be eternally excluded, 
not only as a punifhment, but alfo from incapacity. 

Repentance, by this we plainly fee, is another new mor- 
al duty ftrenuoufly infifted on by this religion, and by no 
other, becaufe abfolutely neceffary to the accomplifhment 
of its end ; &r this alone can purge us from thofe tranf- 
greifions, from which we cannot be totally exempted in 
this ftate of trial and temptation, and purify us from that 
depravity in our nature, which renders us incapable of at- 
taining that end. Hence, alfo, we may learn, that no 
repentance can remove this incapacity, but fuch as entire- 
ly changes the nature and difpofition of the offender ; 
which, in the language of fcripture, is called " being born 
again." Mere contrition for his paft crimes, nor even 
the pardon of them, cannot efted this, unlefs it operates 
to this entire converiion or new birth, as it 18 properly 
and emphatically named ; for forrow can no more purify 
a mind corrupted by a long continuance in vicious habits, 
than it <»n reftore health to a body diftempered by a long 
courfe of vic« and intemperance. Hence, alfo, every one, 
who is in the leaft acquainted with himfelf, may judge of 
the reafonablenefs of the hope that is in him, and of his. 
fituation in a future ftate, by that of his prefent. If he 
feels in himfelf a temper proud, turbulent, vindiftive, and 
malevolent, and a violent attachment to the pleafures or 
bufmefs of the world, he may be affurcd, that he muft be 
excluded from the kingdom of heaven ; not only bec^.v\Ct 
Aa 
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hi8 conduct can merit no fuch reward, but becaufe, if ad- 
mitted, be would find there no objeds fatisfaftory to his 
paHions, inclination!, and purfuits, and therefore could 
only difturb thchappinefs of others, without enjoying any 
fliare of it himfelf. 

Faith 18 another moral duty, enjoined by this inflitu- 
tion, of a fpecies fo new, that the philofophers of antiqui- 
ty had no word expreffive of the idea, nor any fuch idea to 
be expreflcd, as anfwers for the word Jides^ or ^r/jT/j, which 
we tranilate faith, nor was it everufed by any pagan writer, 
in a fenfe the lead fimilar to that to which it is applied in 
the New Teftament ; where in general, it iignifies an 
humble, teachable^ and candid difpofition, a truft in God, 
and confidence in his promifes ; when applied particular- 
ly to chrillianity, it means no more than a belief of thiy 
fingle propofition, that Chrift was the fon of God ; that 
is, in the language of thofe writings, the MeCTrah, wha 
was foretold by the prophets, and expeded by the Jews ; 
who was fcnt by God into the world to preach righteouf- 
iiefs, judgment, and evcrlaHing \\i<ty and to die as an atone- 
ment for the fins of mankind. 

Self abafement is another moral duty, inculcated by 
this religion only, which requires us to impute even our 
own virtues to the grace and favour of our Creator, and 
to acknowledge that we can do nothing good by our own 
powers, unlcfs affifted by his overruling influence. Yet 
this duty was utterly repugnant to the proud and felf fuf- 
ficient principles of the antient philofophers, as well as 
modern deifts, and therefore, before the publication 
0.f the gofpcl, totally unknown and uncompichended. 
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Detachment from the world is another moral virtue, 
conftituted by this religion alone, fo new that, even at thid 
day, few of its profeffors can be perfuaded, that it is re- 
quired, or that it is any virtue at all. By this detachment 
from the world, is not to be under ftood a feclufion from 
fociety, abftra6lion from all bufinefs, or retirement to a 
gloomy cloiller. Induftry and labour, cheerfulnefs and 
hofpitality, are frequently recommended. Nor is the 
acquifition of wealth and honours prohibited, if they can 
be obtained by honed means, and a moderate degree oS 
attention and care ; but fuch an unremitted anxiety, and 
perpetual application, as engroffes our whole time and 
thoughts, arc forbid, hecaufe they are incompatible with 
the fpirit of this religion, and mufl utterly difqualify us 
for the attainment of its great end. We toil on in the 
vain purfuits and frivolous occupations of the world, die 
in our harnefs, and then expedt, if no gigantic crime 
ftands in the way, to ftep Immediately into the kingdom of 
heaven .; but this is impoffible, for without a previous de- 
tachment from the bijfinefs of this world, we cannot be 
prepared for the happinefs of another j yet this could 
make no part of the morality of pagans, becaufe their 
virtues were altogether conneded with their bu(inef«, 
and confided chiefly in conducting it with honour to 
themfclves, and benefit to the public. But chriftianity 
has a nobler objeA ia view, which, if not attended to, 
mud be lod forever. This objeA is that celedial manfion, 
of which we fliould never lofe fight, and to which wc 
(hould be ever advancing, during our journey through 
life ; but this by no means precludes us from performing 
the bufincfs, or enjoying the amufcmcnts of travellers, 
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provided they detain ua not too long, or lead us too far 
out of our way. 

Jenyns* Internal Evidence, - 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

THE excellence of the doArine contained in the fcrip» 
tures, is an argument which has great force, independent* 
ly of other confiderations. Thus let us fuppofe, that the 
author of the gofpel, whi.ch goes under St. Matthew^s 
name, was not known ; and that it was unfupported by 
the writers of the primitive times ; yet fuch is the unaf- 
feAed fimplicity of the narration, the purity of the dodrine, 
and the iincere piety and goodnefs of the fentiments, that 
it carries its own authority with it. And the fame thing 
may be faid, in general, of all the books of the Old and 
New Te {lament ; fo that it fcems evident to me, that if 
there was no other book in the world befides the Bible, 
a man could not reafonably doubt of the truth of reveal- 
ed religion. The mouth fpeaks from the abundance of 
the heart. Men's writings and difcourfes muft receive a 
tinfture from their real thoughts, defires, and defigns. It 
is impoffible to play the hypocrite in every word and ex- 
preffion. This is a matter of common, daily obfervation, 
that cannot be called in queftion j and the more any one 
thinks upon it, or attends to whatpaflesin himfclf or oth- 
ers, to the hiftory of the human thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions, and their neceffary, mutual connexions, i. e. to the 
hiflory of afTociation, the more clearly will he fee it. 
"IVc may conci'.ide tlierefore, even if all other arguments 
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were fet afide, that the authors of the books of the Old 
and New Tcftament, cannot ha?e made a falfe claim to 
divine authority. 

But there is alfo another method of inferring the divine 
authority of the fcriptures, from the excellence of the 
dodrine contained therein; for the fcriptures contain 
dodlrines concerning God, providence, a future ftate^ the 
duty of man, &c. far more pure and fublime than can any 
ways be accounted for from the natural powers of men, fo 
circumftanced as the facred writers were. That the read- 
er may fee this in a clearer light, let him compare the fev- 
eral books of the Old and New Tedament, with the con- 
temporary writers among the Greeks and Romans, who 
could not have lefs than the natural powers of the human 
mind, but might have, over and above, fome traditional 
hints, derived ultimately from revelation. Let him con- 
fider whether it be poffible to fuppofe, that Jewifh (hep- 
herds, fifhermen, &c. (hould both before, and after the 
rife of the heathen philofophy, fo far exceed the men of 
the greateft abilities and accompli/hments in other nations, 
by any other means than divine communications. Nay, 
we may fay, that no writers, from the invention of letters 
to the prefent times, are equal to the penmen of the books 
of the Old and New Teftament, in true excellence, utility, 
and dignity, which is furely fuch an internal criterion of 
their divine authority, as ought not to be refifted ; and 
perhi^s it never is refifted by any, who have duly confid- 
ered thefe books, and formed their aSedions and aftions 
according to the precepts thereb delivered. 

Hanky on the Truth oftU Chrtftian RcR^n, 

AAa 
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SECTION IX. 

Proof of the Truth of Chrijlianity from its mani- 
feji Superiority to the higheft Productions of 
Huvian Wifdofn^ 

Christianity, %8 a late piou* 

author, is not (atisfied with producing merely the fpecious 
guife of virtue. She requires the fubflantial reality, which 
may (land the fcrutinizing eye of that Being, " who 
fearches the heart." Meaning therefore that the chriftian 
ffiould live and breathe in an atmofphere,. as it were, of 
benevolence ; (he forbids whatever may tend to obftruA its 
difFufion, or vitiate its purity. It is on this principle, that 
emulation is forbidden ; for befides that this paffionalmoft 
always degenerates into envy, and that it derives its origin 
chiefly from pride, and a defire of felf exaltation. How 
can we eafily lave our neighbour as ourfclves, if we confider 
him at the fame time as our rival, and are intent upon fur- 
pafling him in the purfuit of whatever is the fubjeA of 
competition I 

Chriftianity again teaches us not to fct our hearts on 
worldly pofleflions and earthly honours ; and thereby pro- 
vides for our really loving, or even cordially forgiving 
thofe, who have been more fuccefsful than ourfelves in the 
attainment of them, or who have even defignedly thwarted 
us in the purfuit. ** Let the rich,** fays the apoftle, " re- 
joice in that he is brought low.'* How can he, who 
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means to attempt ia any degree to obey this precept, be 
irreconcileable towards any who may hare been inftrumen- 
tal in his dcpreffion ? 

Chriftjanity alfo teaches us not to prize human cftima- 
tion at a very high rate ; and thereby provides for the 
praftice of her injundion, to love from the heart thofe, 
who juftly, or unjuftly, may have attacked our reputation, 
or injured our chara<ftcr. She commands not the ihow, 
but the reahty of mecknefs and gentlencfs ; and by thus 
taking away the aliment of anger, and thefomenter of dif- 
cord, fhe provides for the maintenance of peace, and the 
reftoration of good temper among men, when it may have 
fuftained a temporary interruption. 

It is another capital excellence of chriftianity, that (he 
values moral attainments at a far higher rate than intellec- 
tual acquifitions, and propofes tp condud her followers to 
the heights of virtue, rather than of knowledge. On the 
contrary, moft of the falfe religious fyftems, which have 
prevailed in the world, have propofed to reward the labour 
of their votary, by drawing afide the veil which concealed 
from the vulgar eye their hidden mylleries, and by intro- 
ducing him to the knowledge of their deeper and hidden 
myfteries. 

This is eminently the cafe in the Hindoo, and in the 
Mahometan religion, in that of China, and, for the mol^ 
part, in the various modifications of antient paganifm. 
On fyftems which proceed on this principle, it is obvious 
that the bulk of mankind can never make any great pro- 
ficiency. There was accordingly among the nations of an- 
tiquity, one fyftem, whatever it was, for the learned, and 
another for the illiterate. Many of t!U ^iaafc^>iR» VgcJift. 
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outy and profefled to keep the bwtr orders in ignorme^ 
for the general good ; plainly fi^j^efting that the bulk of 
mankind was to be confidered as almofl of an inferiour 
fpecies. Ariftotle himfelf conntenanced thir opinion. 
An oppofite mode of proceeding naturally befengs to 
chriftianity» which without didiadion, profefles an equal 
regard for all human beings, and which was charafieriaed 
by its firft promulgator, as the mefienger of ^ glad tidings 
to the poor." 

miberforce't Praakal Fiw. 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

CHARITY, or tendernefs for the poor, which is now 
juftly confidered, by a great part of mankind, as infepara* 
ble from piety, and in which almoft all the goodnefs of 
the prefcnt age confifts, is known only to thofe who en- 
joy, either immediately, or by tranfmiilion, the light of 
revelation. 

Thofe antient nations who have given us the wifeft 
models of government, and the brighteft examples of pat- 
riotifm, whofe inftitutions have been tranfmittcd by all 
fueceeding legiilations, and whofe hiftory is iludied by 
every candidate for particular military reputation, have 
yet left behind them no mention of alms houfes or hof- 
pitals, of places where age might repofe, or ficknefs be 
relieved. 

The Roman cmperours, indeed, gave large donations 
to the citizens and fpldiers, but thefe diftributions were 
always reckoned rather poj^ular thaa virtuous ; bothing 
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more was intended, than an oftentation of liberality, nor 
was any recompence expe6ked, but fulFrage^ and acclama- 
tions. 

Their beneficence was merely occafional ; he that ceafed 
to need the favour of the people, ceafed likewife to court 
it ; and therefore no man thought it either neceflary, or 
wife, to make any (landing provifion for the needy, to look 
forward to the wants of pofterity, or to fecure fucceflions 
of charity, by fucceflions of diftrefs. 

Compaffion is, by fome reafoners, on whom the name 
of philofophers has been too eafily conferred, refolved into 
an affedion merely felfifh, an involuntary perception of 
pain, at the involuntary fight of a being like ourfelves, 
languiihing in mifery. But this fenfation, if ever it be 
felt at all from the brute infiindl of uninfiru6led nature, 
will only produce effeds defultory and tranfient ; it will 
never fettle into a principle of adion, or extend relief to 
calamities unfeen, in generations not yet in being. 

The devotion of life, or fortune, to the fuccour of the 
poor, is a height of virtue, to which humanity has never 
rifcn by its own power. The charity of the Mahometans 
is a precept, which their teacher evidently tranfplanted» 
from the dodlrines of chriftianity ; and the care with which 
fome of the oriental feds attend, as it is faid, to the ne- 
ceflities of the difeafed and indigent, may be added to the 
other arguments, which prove Zoroafter to have borrow- 
ed his inftitutions from the law of Mofes. 

John/anU Rambler* 
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rHE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

Dodrine of thejirji Difciples of the Founder of 
Chrijiianity ; Parallel between thefe Difci^ 
fles and the Sages of Paganifm. 

HAVING thus far attended to the voice of divine 
wifdom^* if I liften to thefe extraordinary men, whom ihe 
infpired, I fhall ftill believe I hear her voice, for it is dill 
divine tvlfdom that fpeaks. I fhall not therefore inquire, 
whence thefe plain, artlefs fi(hermen have been able to dic- 
tate to mankind a fyftem of morals fo far fuperiour to 
what reafon had till then conceived, a fyftem, in which 
all the duties of man are comprifed ; which refers them 
all to their true fource ; which forms into one family all 
the different focieties difperfed over the earth ; which 
binds clofely together all the members of that family ; 
which connefts it with the great family of cclcftial intel- 
ligences ; and which proclaims Htm the father of thefe 
families, whofe goodnefs extends from the fparrow to the 
cherubim. I fhall readily acknowledge, that fo fublime 
a philofophy did not take its rife in the turbid waters of 
the Jordan ; and that fo bright a light did not break out 
from the thick darknefs of the fynagogue. 

1 fhall be confirmed ftill more in this opinion, if I have 
fuflicient patience, or courage, to perufe the writings of 
the moft famous teachersf of that lofty and fanatical fo- 

♦ The author, in the two preceding chapters in his work, expa- 
tiates on the doArlne of the great Founder of chrifkianity. 

t The rabbins and talmudifls^ the antient dodors of the Jewifh 
nation. 
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titty i and if I compare their writings with thofc of the 
men, whom they perfecuted with fuch fury, becaufe their 
Virtues irritated «nd offended them. What a monftroui 
farrago of dreams and vifions ! what abfurdities heaped 
upon abfurdities ! what licenfe of interpretation ! what a 
total forgetfulnefs of reafon ! what infults to common 
fenfe ! 

I afterwards direct my views towards the fages of pa- 
ganifm. I open the immortal works of Plato, Xenophon, 
and Cicero, and I obferve with joy thefe tirft glimmerings 
«f the hght of reafon. But how weak, unfteady, and 
confufcd they appear ! what clouds overfhadow them. 
Day has not yet begun. The day ftar from on high has 
not yet appeared. But thefe fages hope for and expeA 
its rifing.* 

The more I ftudy thefe fages of paganifm, the clearer 
does it appear to me, that they have not attained to that 
perfeftion of doArine, which I difcover in the writings of 
the fifhermen and the tent maker. In the fages of pa- 
ganifm, the whole is not homogeneous, nor of the fame 
value ; they fometimes fay admirable things, and feem al- 
mofl to be infpired ; but thefe things do not go fo near 
my heart, as thofe which I read in the works of thefe 

* See the fccond Alcibiades of Plato, where he makes Socrates 
fpeak thus. We muft wait for the coming of fonae perfonage, who 
will teach us our duty towards God aod mankind. Who will that 
be, replied Alcibiades, that will inftru A ns ^ It will be he who taketh 
care of you> anfwers Socrates. 

And in Phedon. — ^To ccme to the knowledge of thefe things ia 
this life is impoflible, or at Icaft extremely difficult, unleft we can aiv 
rive at this knowledge by more certain means, fuch as a diviaereve* 
lation. 
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men, whom human philofophj had not enlightened. In 
thefe I find a pathos, a gravity, a force of fentiment and 
thought *, I had almoft faid, a ftrength of nerves and of 
mufcks, which I do not meet with in the others. The 
firft penetrate the very recefies of my foul ; the latter af- 
£e&. only my underflanding. Then how greatly do the 
former exceed the others in the powers of perfuafion ! The 
reafon is, becaufe they have thcmfdves received fuller con- 
•vi6lion — Thty haJ/een, heard, and touched. 

I meet with many other charafteriftics, which create an 
immenfe difference between the difciples of the MeiHah 
and thofe of Socrates,* and ftill more thofe of Zeno.-f- 
1 ftop to confidcr thefe difcriminating circumftances ; and 
thofe which ftrike me moft in the former^ are, that entire 
inattention to felf, which leaves no other fentiment to the' 
foul, than that of the importance and grandeur of its ob- 
je£l, and to the heart, no other defire, than that of faith- 
fully fulfilling its duty, and doing good to mankind ; that 
patience, the refult of refle6iion, which enables us to fup- 
port the trials of this life, not only becaufe it is great and 
philofophical to do fo, but becaufe they are the difpenfa- 
tioRsofawifc Providence, in whofe eyes refignation is 
the mod acceptable homage ; that elevation of thought, 
that dignified courage, which renders the foul fuperiour 
to all events, becaufe they render her fuperiour to herfelf; 
that conftant adherence to what is good and true, which 
nothing can ftagger, becaufe that truth and good are not 

* The wifeft of the Grecian philofophcrs, who lived about four 
e«nturies before Chrifl. 

t Another Grecian philofopber, who clfcabliihed the fed of the 
ftoics. 
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the refult of opinion, but reft on the demonSration of the 
fpirit and of power, that juft eftimate of things. 

But how infinitely are fuch men above my feeble praife ! 
They have drawn their own charadera in their writings ; 
it is there they muft be confidered $ and how is it poifible 
to draw any parallel between the difcsples of divine wif- 
dom and thofe of human philofophy. 

Bonnet's Inqutriet tweermng Chriftianity* 
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SECTION X. 

The Suitablene/s of Cbrijlianity to the Wants of 
Human Nature evinces its Divine Original. 

X HE great and excellent Sir Matthew 
Hale obferves, that, becaufe the chriftian religion was in- 
tended and inftituted for the good of mankind, whether 
poor or rich, learned or unlearned, fimple or prudent, wife 
or weak, it was fitted with fuch plain, eafy, and evident 
dircftions, both for things to be known and things to be 
done, in order to the attainment of the end, for which it 
was defigncd, that might be underftood by any capacity, 
that had the ordinary and common ufe of reafon or human 
underftanding, and by the common afiiHance of divine 
grace, might be praftifed by them. 

Certainly it was neceffary and becoming the wifdom of 
the mod wife God, that religion and do6lrine, which equal- 
ly concerned men of all kinds and capacities, (hould be fo 
accommodated as to be ufeful to all- If the dodlnne or 
precepts of the chriftian religion fhould have been deHver- 
cd in over fublimc or feraphical expreffions, in high rhe- 
torical raptures, in intricate or fubtle phrafes or ftyle, or 
if it (hould have been furcharged with a multitude of par- 
ticulars, it would have bee^^like a fealed book to the far 
greater part of mankind, who yet were equally concerned 
in thebufinefs and end of religion, with the grcatefl phi- 
iofopliers and clerks in the world. 

H die's Contewplaticn. 
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THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

IT is the beauty of the chriftian religion, that it is not 
held out exclufively to a few feleft fpirlts ; that it is not 
an obje6l of fpeculation, nor an exercife of ingenuity, but 
a rule of life, fuited to every condition, capacity, and tem- 
per. It is the glory of the chriftian religion to be, what 
it was the glory of every pagan inftitution not to be, the 
religion of the people ; and that which conftitutes its chai- 
a^lerillic value, is its fultablenefs to the genius, condition, 
and neceflities of all mankind. 

For with whatever obfcurities it has pleafed God id 
fhadow fome parts of his written word, yet he has gra- 
cioufly ordered, that whatever is neceflary ftiould be per- 
fpicuous alfo ; and though " clouds and darknefs are the 
habitations of his throne," yet they are not the medium 
through which he has left us to difcover our duty. 1 1 
this, as in all other points, it has a decided fuperiority 
over all the antient fyftems of philofophy, which were al- 
ways in many refpedls impra6licable and extravagant, be- 
caufe not framed from obfervations drawn from a perfe£l 
knowledge " of what was in men," Whereas the whole 
fchemc of the gofpel is accommodated to real human na- 
ture ; laying open its mortal difeafe ; prefenting its otily 
remedy ; exhibiting rules of conduft, often difficult in- 
deed, but never impoffible ; and where the rule was fo 
high that the praAicability feemed defperate, holding out a 
living pattern, to elucidate the do<ftrine, and to illuftrate 
the precept ; offering every where the cleared notions of 
what we have to hope, and what we have to fear ; the 
ftrongeft injunftions of what we are to believe ; and the 
mod explicit dircftions of what we are to do. 
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In (horti whoever examiaes the wants of his own heart, 
and the appropriated affiftance which the gofpel furnifhes, 
will find them to be two tallies, which ezadly correfpond 
— an internal evidence, ilronger perhaps than any other^ 
of the truth of revelation* 

This is the religion with which the ingenuous hearts of 
youth fhould be warmed, and by which their fpirits, while 
pliant, fhould be direded. This will a£Ford a '< lamp to 
their paths," ftronger, fteadier, brighter than the feeble 
and uncertain glimmer of a cold and comfortlefs phi« 
lofophy. 

Religion of the Fajhionable World.* 



• This valuable little work was written by Mifs Hannah More, 
who has been loBg celebrated in the literary world for her ingenious 
publications. She is a native of Briftol in England. From her ear- 
lieft years, her time has been devoted to the improvement of her 
mind ; and fhe has, with much induftry, attained the Latin, French, 
Italian, and Spanifli languages, fo as to converfe and write poetry 
in each with facility. To which Ihc added great knowledge in the 
Belles Lettres, Natural Philofophy, Mathematics, Hiftory, Meta- 
phyiics, and Divinity ; and nearly an univerfal acquaintance with 
authors on all thefe fubjeds. 

Refpeding her charavfter, ihe is not only ftridly moral, but truly 
pious ; and in the caufe of religion and fociety, her labours are origin- 
al and indefatigable. The induftrious poor are at once enlightened 
by her inftruiStions, and relieved by her bounty. She was one of the 
firft concerned in the eftablifliment of the pheap Repofitory, and has 
been particularly affifting in that work, by her excellent produdions. 

Her fchool, which flie fhares with her fitters, is of the higheft rep- 
utation, and many femilies of rank received their education there. 
She is honoured with the friendlhip of many of the nobility, and al* 
/23oil every literary charader in the kingdom, It is faid, ihe difcov- 
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THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

THERE are many people, who affe^ to fet up moral- 
ity again ft religion ; and who» after having enlarged their 
own ideas of virtue, by the fublime precepts that are con- 
tained in the New Teftament, affert, that the pale planet^ 
which they have decked in borrowed fplendour, would 
emit fufl&cient light to anfwer all our wants, even if the ra- 
diant fun of revelation was extinguifhed. The fituation 
of the pagan world at the coming of Chritt, proves how 
few difcovcries human nature was able to make in what 
was moft likely to promote the general welfare of fociety. 
Our Lord appeared in the Auguftan age, which concen- 
trated all the learning of preceding times, and when phi- 
lofophy bad tried its utmoft to reform erroneous princi- 
ples, and to introduce jud ideas of moral obligation. 
Many of the horrid enormities, which were then fan Aioncd, 
not only by general pradice, but by public inftitmions, 
are better buried in oblivion. I will only mention two' 
crimes, which moft of the Romans eftcemed meritorioust 
and marks of a noble charafter, felf murder, and the thirft: 
of vengeance. Should it be afked, whether the pure and 
holy religion, which exprefsly forbids thcfe fetal caufes of 
difirefsand difcord, has fucceeded in eradicating them out of 
chriftian countries ? I anfwer, that it is ever to be lament- 
ed, that our theory and our condud fo little correfpond ; 
but if the moft awful motives that can be offered to our 

ifs £tf more wit and genius in her converfatkm, than in her writingsi. 
The compiler has partly taken this Arief account of M i£i Mere from 
% letter, written by an Engliih gentleman to his friend, dated Fehfua- 
ry 3d, 1789. « 

B B2 
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confideration, will not prevent proud» rebellious man from 
lifting up his hand againft his own life, or that of his fel- 
low creature, in a private quarrel, will a fenfe of proprie^ 
ty, with regard to public good, check the felf murderer 
or the duelift, when his bofom boils with the frenzy of 
rage, madnefs, or defpair i Public opinion unhappily urg- 
es him to the dreadful ad ; for it induces the thoughtlefs 
many to point with derifion at the ruined gamefter, at 
the broken fpeculator, and at the coward. If the thought 
of rufhing uncalled into the prefence of an awful judge, 
recent from an ad of atrocious rebellion, will not appal 
the criminal, who meditates on fuch awful expedients, 
what has morality to hope from her fyflem of ^aufy asd 
propriety ^ Can (he convince the man, whom want makes 
deiperate, that poverty is noble ? Can fhe teach indignant 
pride, or fullen hatred, that the approbation of our own 
hearts is a fure defence againft undeferved contumely f 
She has no motives to urge attention, no rewards to ilimu- 
late an exertion fo laborious as that of fubduing ourfelves. 
Her language is, " Exifl in want, rather than brave an- 
nihilation ; be difgraced and miferablc, rather than be 
nothing. It is moft probable that the prefent fcene is 
your alL The world will fhun you, there is no recom- 
pence for patience ; weaknefs is thought to be defpica- 
ble ; but I can prove that patience and meeknefs are vir- 
tues ; therefore pradife them. In the folitary corner, 
in which you hide your forrows, you will have the fatis- 
fadion of thinking that you do right during the few re- 
maining years of your exiftence. Perhaps your reputa- 
tion may be traduced after you are dead ; perhaps the 
true reafons of your condud may then be afcertained> and 
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pofterity may juftify and admire you ; but if you fink in- 
to nothing, this praifc or ccnfurc will be alike indifferent." 
Such are the only diffuafives that morality can urge, to 
turn the fuicide from his dreadful purpofe. For, if (he 
affirms the certainty of another life, or urges the rewards 
which fuffering innocence may there hope to enjoy, fhc 
fteals the arguments of that celeftial advocate, whofe office 
he arrogantly claims. It is the peculiar occupation of re- 
ligion to fuccour and confole the unfortunate. In the 
mod calamitous, affli6ting fituation, the chriftian will not 
dare to offend an omnifcient, all powerful God, who can 
either punifh or reward him throughout eternity ; who 
can infinitely overbalance the temporary chafiifements 
which it is good for him to endure, or purfue his rebel- 
lious contumacy through every period of an eternal exift- 
ence. How muft the mind of the true believer be foothed^ 
while fuffering under the pangs of oppreffion and calumny^ 
by confidering that God will avenge his caufe, and that 
his innocence fhall one day be proclaimed before men and 

angels. 

WeJI^s Letters to a Toung Man oh bis 

Flrfi Entrance into Life* 

* Mrs. Weft, from whom the above eztraA is taken, has diftis- 
gniihed herfelf in the literary world, and enUfted her tak&ts wider 
the banners of morality and religion. 
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SECTION XL 

The Sublime Nature of the Future Rewards^ 
which are promifed to Chrijiians^ evinces the 
Divine Original of Revealed Religion. 

XiiVERY religion promifcs to virtue 
eternal rewards in another life ; but the cbriftian religion 
ii the only one» which has promifed to man an happinefs 
worthy of an immortal and fufceptible foul. The form 
of man's body, of that mortal fpoil, which he muft one 
day quit, is certainly not that .which diflinguifhes him from 
animals ; therefore it is evidently a falfe religion, which 
only promifcs him for recompence, after this life, the 
pleafures of the fcnfes. According to this fingle reflec- 
tion, 1 difcovcr eafily in Mahomet an impoftor, who it 
equally ignorant of the dignity of man, and of the happi- 
nefs which is proper for him. Other impoftors have 
promifed, to grofs and ferocious people, that they fhould 
enjoy after death the cruel pleafure of exercifing upon 
their enemies an eternal vengeance. In the elyiian fields of 
the pagans, the happy (hades, forever deprived of paflions 
and defircs, walked in groves perpetually verdant, and 
amufed themfelves in peace. This is the monotonous 
dcfcription of foft leifure and repofe, and not of felicity. 
It is upon earth that man ought to feek for repofe, in- 
ftcad of happinefs, which he cannot find there j it is upon 
mKrth that man ought to moderate his defires^ becjlufe 
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nothing can fatisfy them ; fmally, it is there that reafoa 
prefcribes to him^ not to love to excefs any created obje6^y 
fince every paflionate attachment^ even the mofl legitimate^ 
is for him an inexhaufUble fource of mental inquietude 
and devouring pain. Neverthelefs, it is not in vain that 
the Creator has given him that adive fenfibility, which 
he is inceifantly obhged to fupprefs. The moments of 
lively and traniient happinefs, which it procures, give him 
at leaft an idea of real felicity. He perceives that the 
power alone of loving can produce it ; but will it be by a 
paflionate attachment to frail and iraperfedl creatures like 
himfelf ; and with the frightful certainty of being fooner 
or later feparated from them by death ? Certainly no. 
To love with ardour, with tranfport, and yet without in- 
quietude and jealoufy ; to find in the objeft of one's love 
the only model of perfe6iion, to fee it at the height of 
glory, and abfolutely fovereign of all that exifts ; this is 
the ravifhing and fublime idea of fupreme felicity ; and 
fuch is the eternal futurity, which religion promifes to 
virtue. O you, who alone deferve to be confulted upon 
the nature of happinefs made for man ; you who alone have 
a right to conceive and to define it ; fufceptible fouls, do 
not thefe divine promifes fulfil all the wifties you can form ? 
Could it be poflible that you (hould not be attraded by a 
religion, which gives you fuch hopes ? For my part, I 
find in the defcription of eternal happinefs, all that can 
charm the mind, exalt the imagination, and affe6t the 
heart. Alas, if God deigns to pardon me, my weak- 
neffes and faults, the inftant my foul fhall be difengaged 
from its terreftrial bondage, 1 ihall be ftruck with the pier- 
cing and unclouded light of truth ! That iafti\v€L'^^<c:^i&tt: 
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to man, that defire of inftrudliony which weak» human 
knowledge irritates without fatisfying, that eager cufiofi- 
ty will be fully gratified ; I (hall know all, comprehend 
all 5 there will be no more enigmas, obfcurities, or myfte- 
ries for me ; my exiftence being thus become immortal, 
my genius will extend itfelf, and embrace infinity. Pure 
and divine pleafures, if 1 cannot yet enjoy you, I can at 
leaft conceive what your nature is ; you are only the pleaf- 
ures of the mind. But how (hall 1 comprehend, how 
fhall I reprefent, in its fulleft extent, this inexpreffible hap- 
pinefs which the immortal foul will enjoy ? the foul purifi- 
ed and difengaged from its vicious inclinations, and felf 
created paifions ; that foul whofe energy will be propor- 
tioned to its boundlefs duration ! I (hall fee the Creator 
of heaven and the univerfe, the fource and model of true 
perfedlion ; 1 (hall be capable of being infpired with all 
the afFe6^ion, gratitude, and admiration, that arc due to 
him ; 1 (hall be encompaiTed by his fupreme glory ; I 
lliall love with an ardour, of which it is impoflible we can 
have a JTift idea, bccaufe we have loved weak, changeable, 
imperfe<5l and perifhable beings only ; my love of God 
will be hke himfelf, immutable, eternal, afld infinite ; and 
this love will be the foundation of my glory, as well as 
my happincfs ! Fear and conflicts will be no more ; I 
fhall love fecurely, paiTionately, and forever ! The religion, 
which promifes fuch recompences, is certainly the true re- 
ligion I Reafon will be fatisfied with this one proof. All 
other religions have promifed pleafures only, independent 
of the foul, or repofe ; he who formed the heart of man, 
could alone difcover to him the fource and image of true 
£?3icity. When he informs me of my delliny, 1 know the 
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voice of my Creator 5 he promifes me the only good, 
which can fully fatisfy the dcfire of my foul.* 

Genlh* Thoughtt on Religion, 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

Mr. ADDISON rcmaks, that, it is an agreeable enter- 
tainment, to rcfleA on the various fhapes under which 
the dodrine of the immortality of the foul has appeared 
in the world. The Pythagorean tranfmigration, the fcn- 
fual habitation of the Mahometan, and the fhady realms 
of Plato, do all agree in the main points, the continuation 
of our exiftence, and the diftribution of rewards and pun- 
ifhments, proportioned to the merits or demerits of mc« 
in this life. 

But in all thefe fchemes there is fomething grofs an^ 
improbable. Whereas nothing can be more rational and 

* The above is extra Acd from a work, entitled, •* Religion confid- 
ored as the only bafis of Happinefs and true Philofophy, in which the 
principles of modem pretended philofophers are laid open and refuted.** 
This valuab!-s publication was written by the Marchionefs de Sillery, 
formerly Countefs de Genlis, a French lady, who has favoured the 
world with many ingenious produ Aions. She was fele^ed in early 
life by the late Duke of Orleans, as preceptrefs to his two fons ; and 
how well ihe was qualified for that office, may be feea in her nume^ 
rous works on education and morals. Her " Theatre of Education** 
is at once captivatmg and inftruiftive, and in left than a year from its 
firft publication was tranflated into fix dlfoeat languages. Having 
loft her huiband under the fanguinary tyranny of Robefpierre, ihe 
fought an aflylum from revolutionary horroiirs ia the duchy of Hoi* 
ftein. 
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fublimci than the chriilian idea of a future ftatc. Eje 
hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
the heart of man to conceive, the things which God hath 
prepared for thofe that love him. The above mentioned 
fchemes are narrow tranfcripts of our prefent ftate ; but 
in this indefinite defcnption, there is fomething indefinite- 
ly great and noble. The mind of man muft be raifed to 
a higher pitch, not only to partake the enjoyments of 
the chriftian paradife, but even to be able to frame any 
notion of them. 

Addtfon^t Evidences. 
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SECTION XII. 

The Neceffity of Religion to Support andConfole 
us under the many Evils of Life^ and at the 
Hour of Deaths a Proof of its Excelknce and 
Divine Original. 

Multitudes who have waded 

their time in folly and diflipation, under a total rejedion 
of chriftianity, have, in feafons of adverfity, confeffed their 
need of religious confplation ; and multitudes, whom in- 
fidel principles have led into vicious courfes, have, at the 
awful moment of death, reflc6ked with deep concern on 
their pad lives, and have been ready to exclaim with Ba- 
laam, let us dU the death of the righteous ^ and let our lafi end 
he like his. 

The celebrated Mr. Addifon thus exprefles his fenti- 
ments, refpc6iing the confolation which is derived from 
religion. 

The profpedl of a future date, fays he, is the fccret 
comfort and refreftiment of my foul. It is that which 
makes nature look cheerful about me ; it doubles all my 
pleafures, and fupports me under all my afHidions. I can 
look at difappointments and misfortunes, pain and ficknefsy 
death itfelf, ai)d what is worfe than death, the lofs of 
thofe who are deared to me, with indifference, fo long as 
1 keep in view the pleafures of eternity, and the (late of 
being, in which there will be no fears nor apprehendo^f^^ 
C c 
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pains nor forrows, fickncfs nor feparation. Why will any 
man be fo impertinently officious^ as to tell me all this is 
fancy and delufion ? Is there any merit in being the mef- 
feng.T of ill news ? If it is a dream, let me enjoy it, fincc 
it makes me both the happier and the wifer man. 

The great received articles of the chriftian religion have 
Leeii fo clearly proved, from the authority of that divine 
revelation in which they are delivered, that it is impofiible 
for thofe, who have ears to hear, and eyes to fee, not to 
be convinced of them ; but were it poffible for any thing 
in the chriftian faith to be erroneous, I can fini no ill con- 
fequences in adhering to it. The infidel himfelf muft al- 
' low, that no other fyftem of religion could fo efFedually 
contribute to the heightening of morality. 

Evidences of the Chriftian Religion^ 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

THE neceffity of religious confclations to fupport ui 
under the lofs of near and dear friends is thus feelingly 
defcribed by the great Dr. Johnfon. 

The lofs of a friend, upon whom the heart was fixed, 
to whom every vvifti and endeavour tended, is a flate of 
dreary defolation, in which the mind looks abroad impa- 
tient of itfelf, and finds nothing but cmptinefs and horrour. 

Thefe are the calamities, by which Providence gradually 
difengages us from the love of hfe. Other evils, fortitude 
may repel, or hope may mitigate ; but irreparable priva- 
tio I) leaves nothing to exercife rt folution, or flatter expcc- 
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tation. The dead cannot return, and nothing is left us 
here but languifhtnent and grief. 

Yet fuch is the courfe of nature, that whoever lives 
long muft outlive thofe whom he loves and honours. 
Such is the condition of our prefent exiftence, that hfe 
muft one day lofe its aflbciations, and every inhabitant of 
the earth muft walk downward to the grave alone and un- 
regarded, without any partner of his joy or grief, without 
any interefted witnefs of his misfortunes or fuccefs. 

We know little of the ftate of departed fouls, becaufe 
fuch knowledge is not neceffary to a good life. Reafon 
dcferts us at the brink of the grave, and can give no far- 
ther intelligence. Revelation is not wholly fiient. There 
is joy in the angels of Heaven over onejinncr that repent eth ; 
and furely this joy is not incommunicable to fouls difen- 
tangled from the body, and made like angels. 

Let hope therefore dictate what revelation does not 
confute, that the union of fouls may ftill remain ; and that 
we who are ilruggHng with fm, forrow, and infirmities, 
may have our part in the attention and kindnefs of thofe 
who have finifhed their courfe, and are now receiving 
their reward. 

Thefe are the great occafions, which force the mind 
to take refuge in religion ; when we have no help in our- 
fclve<», what can remain, but that we look up to a higher 
and a greater Power ? And to what hope may we not 
raife our eyes and hearts, when we confider that the 
great eft power is the be ft ? 

Surely the- e is no man, who, thus afHi£led, does not 
feek fuccour in the gofpel, which has brought life and 
immortality to light. The p'-ecepts of Epicurusi who 
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teaches us to endure what the laws of the univerfe make 
ueceflary, may filence, but not content us. The dilates 
of Zeno, who command) us to look with indifference on 
external things, may difpofe us to conceal our forrow, but 
cannot affuage it. Real alleviation of the lofs of friends^ 
and rational tranquillity in the profpcft of our own diifolu- 
lion, can be received only from the promifes of him in whof(p 
hands are life and death, and from the affurance of anoth- 
er and better ftate, in which all tears will be wiped from 
the eye», and the whole foul (hall be filled with joy. 
Philofophy may infufe ftubbornnefs, but religion alone 
can give patience. 

JohnforCs Rambler. 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

THE celebrated Baron Hal!er, in his Letters to his 
Daughter, gives fttliii^* reprefentations of the mifery of 
human life, and pf the fitnefs of the chriftian religion, to 
remedy that mifery. He obferves, that the enemies of 
revelation have fometimes made a confefiioh well worthy 
our attention. They acknowledge, that a chriftian, 
whofe faith notwithftanding in their opinion is chimerical, 
ceafes not to be happy, even at the time when his body 
is almoft deprived of its vivifying powers, and is haflen- 
iiig to a ftate of corruption ; at that moment, in which 
the foul feetns deprived of every fuppoit. They confefs, 
that his hopes, however ill founded they efteem them, 
never forfake him, but embolden and encourage him to 
the laft. His faith, fay they, infpirea him with refolu- 
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tion. Armed with this, he dares look death in the face j 
becaufe, after this period of exiftence is finifhed, he ex- 
tends his view to an eternity of happincfs. 

HaUer*s Letters to his Daughter. 



' THE SUBJECT CONTINUED: 

Dr. BEATTIE, in the eloquent conclufion of hia 
" Eflay on the Immutability of Truth," fpeaking of fcep* 
tics and deifts, very juftly obferves, Carefled by thofe 
who call thcmfelves the great, engroffed by the formali- 
ties and fopperies of life, intoxicated with vanity, pam- 
pered with adulation, diffipated in the tumult of bulincfs, 
or amidft the viciflitudes of folly, they perhaps have little 
need and little relifh for the confolations of religion. But 
let them know, that in the folitary fcencs of life, there 
is many an honcft and tender heart pining with incurable- 
anguifh, pierced with the fharpeft fling of difappointment, 
bereft of friends, chilled with poverty, racked with'dif- 
cafe, fcourged with the oppreflbr, whom nothing but truft 
in Providence, and the hope of a future retribution could 
preferve from the agonies of defpair. And do they with 
facrilegious hands attempt to violate the laft refuge of the 
miferable, and to rob them of the only comfort that has 
furvived the ravages of misfortunes, malice, and tyranny ! 
Did it never happen, that the influence of your tenets dif- 
turbed the tranquillity of virtuous retirement, deepened 
the gloom of human diilrefs, or aggravated the horrours 
of the grave ? Ye traitors to human kind, ye murderers- 
•fthe humau foul; how can yc anfwcr for it to xqux qv^'cw 
Ccz. 
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hearts ? Surely every fpark of your generofity is exttn* 
guiftied forever, if this confideration do not awaken in yott 
the keenefl remorfe. 

Beatite on tin ImmutahUlty of TriUb* 



rHE SUBJECT CONTINUED. - 

THERE are many, fays Dr. Gregory, who have paff. 
ed the age of youth and beauty, who have refigned the 
pleafures of that fmiling feafon, who begin to dech'ne in- 
to the vale of years, impaired in their, health, dcprcffed in 
their fortunes, llript of their friends, their children, and 
perhaps dill more tender and endearing connections. 
What refource can the world afford them ? It prefents a 
dark and dreary wafte, through which there does not if- 
fue a fipgle ray of comfort. Every delufive profpedl of 
ambition is now at an end ; long experience of mankind^ 
an experience very different from what the open and gen- 
erous heart of youth had fondly dreampt of, has rendered 
the heart almoft inacceffible to friendfhip. The principal 
fources of ad^ivity are taken away, when thofe for whom 
we labour are cut off from us, when thofe who animated, 
and thofe who fweetened all the toils of life, are gone to 
the iilent grave. Where then can the foul find refuge 
but in the bofom of religion ? There fhc is admitted to 
thofe profpe(5ls of providence and futurity, which alone 
can warm and fill the heart. I fpeak here of fuch as re- 
tain the feehngs of humanity, whom misfortunes have 
fofuncd, and perhaps rendered more delicately feofible 
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not o£ fuch as poffefs that ftupid infenfibility, which fomc 
are pleafed to dignify with the name of philofophy. 

It (hould therefore be expeAed that thofc philofophers, 
who never felt the want of religious confolations, would 
yet have the humanity to confider the very different fitu- 
ation of the reft of mankind ; and not endeavour to de- 
prive them of what habit, at leaft, if they will not allow 
it to be nature, has made ncccflary to their morals, and to 
their happinefs- It might be expe6ted that humanity 
would prevent them from breaking into the laft retreat 
of the unfortunate, who can no longer be objefts of their 
envy or refcntment, and tearing from them t;heir only re- 
maining comfort. The attempt to ridicule religion may 
be agreeable to fome, by relieving them from a reftraint 
on their pleafure ; and may render others very miferable, 
by making them doubt thefc truths,, in which they were 
moft deeply interefted, but it can convey real good and 
happinefs to no one individuaL 

Comparative FUvf* 
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SECTION XIIL 

The Manner in which the Books of the Old and 
New Tejiament have been handed down from 
Age to Age ^proves both their Oenuinenefs^ and 
the Truth of the principal Fa^s contained in 
them.* 

X ORfJirfif it refcmblcs the manner in-. 
which all other genuine books, and true hiftories have 
been conveyed down to pofterity. As the writings of the 
Greek and Roman poets^ orators, pliilofophers, and hif. 
torians, were efteemcd by thefe nations to be tranfmitted 
to them, by their forefathers, in a continued fucceflion, 
from the times when the refpedlive authors lived, fo have 
the books of the Old Teftament, by the Jewifh nation, 
and thofe of the New, by the chriftians j and it is an ad- 
ditional evidence, in the laft cafe, that the primitive chrif- 
tians were not a dillindl nation, but a gre'at multitude of 
people, difperfed through all the nations of the Roman 
empire, and even extending itfelf beyond the bounds o£ 
that empire. As the Greeks and the Romans always be- 
lieved the principal fads of their hiftorical books, fo the 

* The ingenious Dr. Hartley, whofe works are a treafure to every 
fcientific mind, has ftated the evidences for the truth of chriftianity, 
in a clear, convincing, and perfpicuous manner. This and the three 
following fedions, are feleded and abridged iXQUk th^ writings of 

tiut oaziocAtly great and kam^ tA»xu 
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Jews and chriftians did more, and never fecm to have 
doubted the truth of any part of theirs, in fhort^ what- 
ever can be faid of the traditional authority due to the 
Greek and Roman writers, fomcthing analogous to this, 
and for the moft part of greater weight, may be urged 
for the Jewifh and chriftian. Now as all fober minded 
men admit the books ufually afcribed to the Greek and 
Roman hiftorians, philofophers, &c. to be genuine, and 
the principil faAs related or alluded to in them to be true, 
and that one chief evidence for this is the general tradi- 
tionary one here recited, they ought therefore to pay 
the fame regard to the books of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment, fince there are the fame or greater rcafons for it. 

Secondly^ if we coniider the circumftances recited in the 
lad paragraph, it will appear, that thefe traditionary evi- 
dences are fufficient ones ; and we fliall have a real argu- 
ment, as well as one ad hominem, for receiving books fo 
handed down to us. For it is not to be conceived, that 
whole nations fhould either be impofed upon themfclvcs, 
or concur to deceive others, by forgeries of books or fa6l8« 
Thefe books and fads muft therefore, in general, be gen- 
uine and true ; and it is a (Irong additional evidence of 
this, that all nations muft be jealous of forgeries > for the 
fame rcafons that we are. 

Hartley*! Obfervationf on MaOf FoU IK 
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SECTION XIV. 

The Agreement of the Books of the Old and New 
TeJIaments with themfelves and with each 
other ^ is an Argument both of their Genuine-^ 
nefs and Truth. 

X HE truth of this propofition will be 
evident, if a fufiRcient number of thefe mutual agreements 
can be made out. It is never found, that any fingle per- 
fon, who deviates much from the truth, can be fo perfeAIy 
upon his guard as to be always confident with himfelF. 
Much lefs therefore can this happen in the cafe of a num- 
ber, living alfo in different ages. Nothing can make them 
confident, but their copying faithfully after real fads. 
The inftances will make this clearer. 

The laws of the Ifraelitcs are contained in the penta^ 
teuch, and referred to in a great variety of ways, dire<fl 
and indireft, in the hiftorical books, in the Pfalms, and in 
the prophecies. The hiftorical fafts alfo in the prcc«fd- 
ing books are often referred to in thofe that fucceed, and 
in the Pfalms and prophecies. In like manner the gof- 
pels have the greateft harmony with each other, and the 
Epiftles of St. Paul with the Ads of the Apoftles. And 
indeed one may fay, that there is fcarce any beck of either 
Old or New Ttftament, which may rot be flxwn to refer 
to many of the reft, in fome way or other. For it is to 
be obfeived, that the Bible has been ftudied and comment^ 
cd upon far more than any other bo©k whatfoever \ an4 



CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 313 

that it has been the bufinefs of believers in all ages to find 
out the mutual relations of its parts, and of unbelievers to 
fearch for inconfiftencies ; alfo that the firft meet every 
day with more and more evidences in favour of the fcrip- 
turcs, from the mutual agreements and coincidences here 
confidered ; and that unbelievers have never been able to 
allege any inconfiftencies that could in the Icaft invalidate 
the truth of the principal fads ; I think, not even affedi 
the divine infpiration of the hiftorical books, according to 
the fecond or third hypothefis above mentioned. 

It will probably illuftrate this propofition, to bring a 
parallel inftance from the Roman writers. Suppofe then 
that no more remained of thefc writers than Livy, Tully, 
and Horace. Would they not by their references to the 
fame fads and cuftoms, by the famenefs of ftyle in the 
fame writer, and differences in the different one?, and num- 
berlefs other fuch like circumftances of critical confidera- 
tion, prove themfelves, and one another to be genuine, 
and the principal fadls related or alluded to, to be true ? 

It is alfo to be obferved, that this mutual harmony and 
felf confiftency, in its ultimate ratio, is the whole of the 
evidence which we have for fads done in antient times or 
diftant places. Thus, if a perfon was fo fceptical as to 
call in queftion the whole Roman hiftory, even the moft 
notorious fads, as their conqueft« firft of Italy and then of 
the neighbouring countries, the death of Cefar, and the 
fall of the weftern empire by the invafion of the Goths 
and Vandals, with all the evidences of thefe from books, 
infcriptions, coins, cuftoms. See, as being all forged in or- 
der to deceive, one could only fhcw him, that it is incon- 
fiftent with what he fees of human nature ; to fuppofetloAX 
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there ftiould be fuch a combination to deceive, or that the 
agreement of thefe evidences with each other is far too 
great to be the effed of any fuch fraudulent defign, of 
chance, &c. And all thefe arguments are In efFcft only- 
bringing a number of concurring evidences, whofe futn 
total foon approaches to the ultimate limit i. e. to unity, 
or abfolute certainty, nearer than by any diftinguifhablc 
difference. It does not therefore import, in refpeft of 
real convldlion, after a certain number are brought, 
whether we bring any more or no ; they can only add this 
imperceptible dcfeft, i. c. pradlically nothing. Thus I 
fuppofe that the remaining writings of Livy, TuIIy, and 
Horace alone would fatisfy any impartial man fo much of 
the general extenfivenefsof the Roman conquefls, &c. that 
nothing perceptible could be added to his convi^lion, no 
more than any common event can or ever does in fad, ap- 
pear more credible from the teftimony of a thoufand, than 
often or twenty witnefles of approved integrity. And 
whoever will apply this reafbning to the prefent cafe, 
mull perceive, that the numberlefs, minute, dired, and in- 
diredl agreements and coincidences, that prefent them- 
felvcs to all diligent readers of the fcripturcs, prove their 
truth and genuinenefs beyond all contradidion. 

As to thofe few and fmall apparent inconfiftcncics, 
which are found in the fcriptures, one may obferve, that 
they decreafe every day as learned men inquire farther ; 
and that were the fcriptures perfcdiy cxadl in every par- 
ticular, there muft be fome apparent difficulties, arifing 
merely from our ignorance of antient languages, cuftom8» 
diftant places, &c and confequently, that if thefe be not 
more than our ignorance makea it reafonable to expert, 
they arc no objeftion at «\\. 
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SECTION XV. 

The Agreement of the Scriptures with Hijiory^ 
natural and civile is a Proof of their Genu* 
inenefs and Truth. 

X HUS the hiftory of the fall agrees 
in an eminent manner with the obvious fads of labour, 
iorxoyff paiU) and death, with what we fee and feel every 
dayy and with all our philofophical inquiries into the 
frame of the human mind, the nature of focial life, and 
the origin of evil. The feveral powers of the little world 
within a man's own breaft are at variance with one an- 
other, as well as thofe of the great world ; we are utterly 
unable to give a complete folution of the origin of the 
eviU which flow from thefe difcords, and from the jarring 
of the elements of the natural world ; and yet there are 
comfortable hopes, that all evil will be overpowered and 
annihilated at lad, and that it has an entire fubferviency 
to good really and ultimately, i. e. though the ferpent 
hruife our heeU yet nvejhall hruife its head. 

Natural hidory bears a Urong teilimony to Mofes' ac- 
count oi the deluge ; and fhews that it muft have been 
univerfal, or nearly fo, however difficult it may be to us, 
either to find fources for fo great a body of watersy or 
miethods of removing them. p^ 

Civil hiilory afiPords likewife many evidences} which 
fupport the Mofaic account of the deluge. Thua^ Sx^\ 
Dd 
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We find from pagan authors, that the tradition of a flood 
was general, or even univerfal. Se^onJ/y, The paucity of 
mankind, and ;he vaft traas of uninhabited land, which 
are mentioned in the accounts of the firft ag^s, fhew that 
mankind are lately fprung from a fmall (lock, and even 
fait the time affigned by Mofes for the flood, nir^/y. 
The great number of fmall kingdoms and petty dates in 
the firft agep, and the late rife of the great empires of 
Egypt, Aflyria, Babj^lon, &c. concur to the fame pur- 
pofe. Fourthly, The invention and progrefs of arts and 
fciences concur likewife, and this laft favours the Mofaic 
hiftory of the antideluvians. For as he mentions little of 
their arts, fo it appears from the late invention of them 
after the flood, that thofc which were prefervcd from it 
were pofreffed of few. 

The next great event, recorded in facred hiftory, is the 
confufion of languages. Now the Mofaic account of this 
appears highly probable, if we firft allow that of the del- 
uge. For it feeras impofiible to explain how the known 
languages fhould arife from one ftock. Let any one try 
only in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and Englifh. The chan- 
ges which have happened in languages fince hiftory has 
been certain, do not at all correfpond to a fuppofition of 
this kind. There is too much of method and art in the 
Greek and Latin tongues, for them to have been the in- 
vention of a rude and barbarous people ; and they differ 
too much from Hebrew, Arabic, 5cc. to have flowed from 
them without defign. 
• The difperfion of the three fons of Noah into different / 
countries, related in the tenth chapter of Genefis, comes 
Dcxt under confideration, being the coDftqueQce, not the 
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caufe of the diverfity of languages. Now here antiquari- 
ans and learned men feem to be fully agreed, that the 
Mofaic account is confirmed, as much as can be expe6led 
in our prefent ignorance of the date of antient nations^ 
And it is to be obferved of all the articles treated of un- 
der this propofition, that we,* who live in the north weft 
corner of Europe, lie under great difadvantages in fuch 
refearches. However, fince thofc who have ftudied the 
oriental languages and hiftories, or have travelled into the 
caftern parts, have made many difcoveries of late years > 
which have furprifingly confirmed the fcripture accounts, 
we may hope and prefume, that if either our learned men 
be hereafter fuffered to have free accefs to thofe parts, or 
the natives themfelves become learned, both which are 
furely probable in the higheft degree, numberlefs unex- 
pefted evidences for the truth of the fcripture hiftory will 
be brought to light. 

Let us next come to the ftate of religion in the antient 
poftdeluvian world, acco^-ding to Mofes and the fucceed- 
ing facr6d hiftorians. The poftdeluvian patriarchs then 
appear to have worfhipped the one Supreme Being by 
facrifices, but in a fimple ^manner, and to have had frequent 
divine communications. By degrees their pofterity fell 
ofiFto idolatry, worfhipped the fun, moon, and ftars, deifi- 
ed dead men, and polluted themfelves with the moft im- 
pure and abominable inftitutions. The Ifraelites alone** 
were kept to the worfhip of the true God, and even they 
were often infc6led with their idolatrous neighbours. 
Now all this is perfeftly agreeable to what we find m pa* 

«'(( i9 to be noted that this ejitrad is t^ken from a Britiih author. 
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gan hiftory. The idolatries of the pagans are acknowl- 
edged on all hands. It appears alfo from pagan hiftory, 
that they grew up by degrees, as the fcriptures intiniate. 
All the pagan religions appear to have had the worfhip of 
one God fuperiour to the reft, as their common founda- 
tion. They all endeavoured to render him propitious by 
facrificc, which furely cannot be an human invention, nor 
a cuftom, which if invented in one nation, would be readi- 
ly propagated in another. They all joined mediatorial 
and infcriour, alfo local and tetular deities to the one God« 
And they all taught the frequency of divine communica- 
tions. Hence the pagan religions appear to be merely 
the degenerated offspring of patriarchal revelation, and to 
infer them as their caufe. Hence the pretences of kings, 
lawgivers, and great men, to infpiration, with the creduli- 
ty of the multitude. That there had been divine com- 
munications was beyond difputc ; and therefore all that 
reludlance to admit them, which appears in the prefent 
age, was overruled. At firft there were no impoftors. 
When therefore they did arife, it would not be eafy for 
the multitude to diftinguifh between thofe who had really 
divine communications, and thofe who only pretended to 
them ; till at laft, all real infpiration having ceafed among 
the gentile world, their feveral religions kept poffeffion 
merely by the force of education, fraud in the prieft, and 
fear in the people, and even thefe fupports began to fail 
at laft, about the time of Chrift^s coming. And thus 
many things, which have been thought to weaken the ev- 
idences for the fcripture accounts, are found to ftrength- 
en them, by flowing naturally from that ftate of religion 
in antJent times, and from that only which the fcripture 
delivers^ 
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It is remarkable, that not only the dire£l relations of 
the hiflorical books, but the indired, incidental mention 
of things in the prophecies, tallies with, true chronolo- 
gy, which furefly is fuch an evidence for their genuinenefs 
and truth, as cannot be called in queftion. And, upon 
the whole, it may be obferved> that the facred hiftory is^ 
diftinft, methodical, and confident throughout ; the pro* 
fane^ utterly deficient in the firft ages, obfcure and full of 
fictions in the fucceeding ones ; and that itisbut juft clear 
and precife in the principal fafts about the time that the 
fecred hiftory ends. So that this correfts and regulates 
that, and renders it intelligible in many inliances^ which 
muft otherwifc be given up as utterly inexplicable. How 
then can» vm fuppofe the facred hiftory not to be genu*^ 
ine and truC) or a wicked impoftor to rife up, and continue 
Tfot only undifcovered, but even to increafe to a moft au* 
dacious^ height, in a nation which of all others kept the 
moft exadt accounts of time 1 1 will add one remark- 
more ;.thi8 fame nation, who may not have loft foi much- 
as one year* from the creation of the vwjrld to the Baby- 
lonifh captivity i as foon as^they were deprived of the af- 
fiftance of prophets, became moft inaccurate in their meth- 
ods of keeping time, there being nothing more erroneoua 
than the accounts of Jofephus, and the modern. Jpws^ 
from the time of Cyrus to that of Alexander the Great ; 
notwithftanding that- all the requiiite affiftances might eafi- 
ly haye been borrowed from the neighbouring nations, who 
kept regular annals. Hence it appears, that the exadlnefs- 
of the facred hiftory was owing, to ,the divine affiftance. 

It is alfo an evidence in favour of the fcriptures, that. 
ibcL manners of the perfons therein mentioned have tba^ 
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fimplidty and plainncfs, which is afcribcd to the firfl 
ages of the world by pagan writers ; and both of them 
concur, by this, to intimate the novelty of the then pref-^ 
ent race, i. e. the deluge. 

Befides thefe attcftations from profane hiftory, we may 
coniider the Jews themfelves as bearing teftimony to thi» 
day, in all countries of the world, to the truth of their an- 
tient hiftory, i. e. to that of the Old and NewTeftament. 

Allow this, and it* will be eafy to fee how they (hould 
fiill periiil in their attachment to that rehgion, thofe laws^ 
and thofe prophecies, which fo manifeftly condemn themtr 
both in paft times, and m the prefent. Suppofe any con* 
fiderable alteration made in their antient hiftory, i. e. any 
fuch as may anfwer the purpofes of infidelity, and their 
prefent ftate will be inexplicable. 

The books of the New Teftament are verified by hifto* 
ry in a ftill more illuftrious manner ; thofe books being 
written, and the faAs mentioned therein, tranfaAed during 
the times of Auguftus, Tiberius, and the fucceeding Ce-^ 
fars. Here we may obferve, 

Fsrfl, That the incidental mention of the Roman em« 
perours, governours of Judea, and the neighbouring prov*^ 
inces, the Jewifh high priefts, fefts of the Jews, and their 
cuftoms, of places, and of tranfa6lions, is found to be per* 
feAly agreeable to the hiftory of thefe times. And as 
the whole number of thefe particulars is very great, they 
may be reckoned a full proof of the genuinenefs of the 
books of the New Teftament, it being impoiSble for a per- 
fon who had forged them, i. e. who was not an eye and ear 
witnefs,and otherwife concerned with the tranfad^ions as the 
books require^ but who had iaveated many biftories and cisi^ 
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cumftances, &c. not to have been deficient, fuperfluousy and 
erroneous. No man's meniory and knowledge is fufficient 
for fuch an adaptation of feigned circumftances, and ef- 
pecially where the mention is incidental. Let any one 
confider how often the beft poets fail in this, who yet en-^^ 
deavour not to vary from the manners and cudoms of the 
age of which they write ; at the fame time that poetry 
neither requires nor admits fo great a minutenefs in the 
particular circumftances of time, place, and perfon, as the 
writers of the New Teftament have defcended to natural- 
*ly and incidentally. 

Secondly^ That Chrift preached in Judea and Galilee^ . 
made many difciples, and was crucified under Pontius Pi- 
late, at the inftigation of the Jews ; alfo that his difciplea 
preached after his death, not only in Judea, but all over the 
Roman empire ; that they converted multitudes^ were per« 
fecuted, and at lad fuffered death, for their firm adherence 
to their mader ; and that both Chrid and his difciples 
pretended to work many miracles, are fads atteded by 
civil hidory in the ampled manner, and which cannot be 
called in quedion. Now thefe fada are fo connefted 
with the other fa6^8 mentioned in the New Tedament» 
that they mud dand or fall together. There is no prob- 
able account to be given of thefe fa^, but by allowing 
the red. For the proof of that I appeal to every reader 
who will make the trial. It may alfo be concluded from 
the remarkable unwillingnefs of the prefent unbelievers to 
allow even the plained faAs in exprefs terms. . For it 
fhews them to be apprehenfive, that the connexion be- 
tween the feveral principal fa6U mentioned in the New 
Tedament is infeparable, and that the ettedation givoi ta 
Ibme by civil hidory may cafily b« csXtcA^^V^ 'J^* 
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It has been objefted, that more mention ought to have: 
been made of the common fadls by the profane writers of 
thcfe times, alfo fome acknowledginent of the ■miracu* 
lous ones, had they been true. To this we may anfwer,. 
jF/r^, That Judca was but a fmall and diftant province of 
the Roman empire, and the Jews themfelves, with whom, 
the chriftians were for a long time confounded, much de- 
fpifed by the Romans. Secondly^ That hiilorians, politi- 
cians, generals, &c. have their imaginations fo much pre- 
ocupied by affairs of ftate, that matters purely religious^ 
are little regarded by them. GaUio cared for none of thefe 
tkmgf. Thirdly^ That a perfon who attended in any 
great degree to the chriftian affairs, if a good man could 
fcarcely avoid becoming a chriftian ; after wh'.ch his teili- 
mony ceafes to be pagan, and becomes chriftian. Fourth- 
ly^ That both thofe who were favourers of fhechriftians,, 
and thofe who were averfe to them in a moderate de- 
gree, one of which muft be the cafe with great num- 
bers, would have reafons to be filent ; the half chriftians 
would be filent for fear of being pcrfecuted ; and the oth- 
ers would affeft to take no notice of what they difliked^. 
but could not difprove, which is a faA that occurs to- 
daily obfervation. Lajlfy, when thefe things are laid to- 
gether, the atteftations of the profane writers to common 
fiadls appear to be fuch as one might expcft, and their fi-. 
lence as to the miraculous ones is accounted for. 

Thirdly, All the chriftian writers from the time of thc: 
apoftlcs and downwards, bear teftimony to the genuinenefs- 
of the books of the New Tcftament, and the truth of the^ 
fefts, in a great variety of ways, dired and indireft, and 
\gk fuch a manner as miglit be expeded. Their (juotations^ 
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from them are numberlefs, and agree fufficiently with the 
prefent copies. They go every where upon the fuppofi- 
tionof the fads, as the foundation of all their difcourfesy 
writings, hopes, fears, &c. They difcover every where 
the higheft regard, and even veneration both for the books 
and the authors. In fhort, one cannot fee how this tefti- 
mony in favour of the books of the New Te (lament can 
be invalidated, unlefs by fuppofing all the ecclefiaflical 
writings of the firft centuries to be forged alfo, or all the 
writers to have concurred to write as if they believed the 
genuinenefs and truth of thefe books, though they did 
not ; or to have had no ability, or inclination to dif- 
tinguifh genuinenefs and truth from forgery and falfehood ; 
or by fome other fuch fuppofition, as will fcarce bear to 
be named. 

Fourthly, The propagation of chriftianity, with the 
manner in which it was oppofed by both Jews and gen- 
tiles, bears witnefs to the truth and genuinenefs of the 
books of the New Teftament. And there are many paf- 
fages in the talmudical writings, which afford both light 
and confirmation to ihe New Teftament, notwithftanding 
that one principal defign of the authors was to difcredit it. 
Hartley on the Truth efthe Chrlftlan Religion^ 
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SECTION XVi. 

The many and great Advantages^ which have 
accrued to the World, from the Patriarchal^ 
jfudaical^ and Cbrijiian Revelations^ prove 
the Divine Authority of the Scriptures. 

X HESE advantages are of two forts, 
relating refpeftively to the knowledge and pradlice of re- 
ligion. I begin with the firft. 

* Now it is very evident, that the chriilian revelation 
has diffufed a much more pure and perfect knowledge of 
what is' called natural religion, over a great part of the 
world, viz. wherever the profcffion either of chriftianity 
or Mahometanifm prevails. And the fame thing will ap- 
pear, in refpedl of the Judaical and patriarchal revelations, 
to thofe who are acquainted with antient hiftory. It will 
be found very difficult for fuch perfons to account even for 
the pagan religions, without recurring to fuch patriarchal 
communications with God, as are mentioned in thepenta- 
teuch, and to the more full revelations made to the Jews. 
So that one is led to believe, that all that is good in any 
pagan or fialfe religion, is of divine original ; all that is er- 
roneous or corrupt, the offspring of the vanity, weaknefs, 
and wicked nefs of men ; and that properly fpeaking, we 
have no reafon from hiftory to fuppofe, that there ever 
was any fuch thing as mere natural religion, i. e. any true 
religion, which men difcovercd to themfelvesby the mere 
lijjht of nature. Thefe pofitions feem to follow from in* 
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«|uiric8 into the antiquities of the heathen world, and of 
their reHgions. The heathen religions ail appear to be 
of a derivative nature ; each circumftance in the inquiry 
confirms the fcriptural accounts of things, and fends us tb 
the revelations exprefsly mentioned, or indireftly implied, 
in the Old Teftament, for the real original of the pagan 
religions in their fimple ftate. This opinion receives 
great light and confirmation from Sir Ifaac Newton's 
Chronology. 

It appears alfo very probable to me, that a careful ex- 
amination of the powers of human underftanding would 
confirm the fame pofition ; and that admitting the novel- 
ty of the prefent world, there is no way of accounting for 
the rife and progrefs of religious knowledge, as it has 
taken place in fadl, without having recourfe to divine rev- 
elation. If we admit the patriarchal, Judaical, and chrif- 
tian revelations, the progrefs of natural religion, and of 
all the falfe pretences to revelation, will fairly arife, at 
lead appear poflible in all cafes, and probable in mod, from 
the circumftances of things, the powers of human nature, 
and the do6lrine of aifociation. If we deny the truth of 
thefe revelations, and fuppofe the fcriptures to be falfe, we 
Ihall caft utter confufion upon the inqairy, and human fac- 
ulties will be found far unequal tb the tafk afligned to 
them. 

Secondly, if we confider the praAice of true religion, the 
good effedls of revelation are dill more evident. Every 
man who believes, mud find himfelf either excited to good, 
or deterred from evil, in many inllan'ces, by that belief; 
notwithftanding that there may be many other inilances, 
in which religious motives are too weak to reilrain violent 
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and corrupt inclinations. The fame obfervations occur 
daily, with regard to others, in various ways and degrees. 
And it is by no means ponclufive againft this obvious ar- 
gument for the good efiFedls of revelation upon the morals 
of mankind, to allege that the world is not better now 
than before the coming of Chrift. This is a point which 
cannot be determined by any kind of eftimation, in our 
power to make ; and if it could, we do not know what 
circumftances would have made the world much worfc 
than it is, had not chriftianity interpofed. However, it 
does appear to me very probable, to fay the leaft, that 
Jews and chriilianS| notwithllanding all their vices and 
corruptions, have, upon the whole, been always better 
than heathens and unbelievers. It feems to me alfo, that 
as the knowledge of true, pure, and perfed religion is ad- 
vanced and difFufed, fo the praAice of it correfponds 
thereto ; but that this, from the nature of the thing, is a 
fad of a lefs obvious kind ; however, if it be true, it will 
become manifeft in due time. Let us fuppofe a perfon 
to maintain, that civil government, the arts of hfe, med- 
icines, &c. have never been of ufe to mankind, becaufe it 
does not appear from any certain calculation, that the 
fum total of health and happinefs is greater among polite 
nations, than among the barbarous ones. Would it not 
be thought a fufficient anfwer to this, to appeal to the ob- 
vious good effcdls of thefe things in innumerable inftan- 
ces, without entering into a calculation impoflible to be 
made ? However, it does here alfo appear, that, as far as 
we are able to judge, civilized countries are, upon the 
whole, in a more happy flate than barbarous ones, in all 
thefe refpeds. 
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Now, as the divine original of revelation may be direft- 
ly concluded from its being the fole fountain of all relig- 
ious knowledge, if that can be proved ; fo it will follow 
in an indire6l way, if we fuppofe, that revelation has only 
promoted the knowledge and praAice of true religion. 
It is not likely that folly or deceit of any kind (hould be 
eminently ferviceable in the advancement of wifdom and 
virtue. Every tree muft produce its proper fruit. En- 
thufiafm and impofture cannot contribute to make men 
prudent, peaceable, and moderate, difinterefted and fincere. 
Hartley on the Truth of the Chrlftlan Religion. 
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SECTION XVIL 

The Truth of the Mofaic Hijtory is proved from 
its Internal Evidence. 

X HE texture and compofition of the 
^lofaic liiilory, however fimple» (hows infinite marks of 
wifdom. The hiftory proves the miracles, and we may at 
every ftep cry out with the magicians of Egypt, " This 
is the finger of God." The very nature of the Mofaic 
hiftory (hows the neceffity of God*s interpofition ; for 
without his ordinance and fan6lion, it would never have 
been cftabliftied. And we might reft the argument for 
the divine appointment of Mofes upon this fingle founda- 
tion, that thefe rites and inftitutes could not have been 
cither received or enforced by him ; nor could he poffi- 
bly, unlefs commanded, have wifhed to have carried them 
into execution. They confifted of a code of painful rituals, 
and burdenfome ceremonies, to the purport of which the 
people were ftrangers, and if they were not enjoined by the 
Deity, no good could poflibly have arifen from them. 
For what reafon therefore could Mofes wifh to impofc 
upon the people fo many rules and precepts, and bind 
them to fuch fcvere difcipline, if it was in his power to have 
a6led otherwife ? 

But the chief queftion to be aflced is, though he were 
ever fo willing to frame them, how could he poflibly en- 
force them ? They muft have appeared in many inftances 
inexplicable, and even contrary to reafon. "What art or 
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jjfbWer could be ufed to bring the people to obey them ? 
A people too who were of a rebellious fpirit, impatient of 
controul, and devoted to fuperftition, quite repugnant to 
thefe ordinances. HunTan afliftance he had none, for wc 
find inftances of his own brother and fifters oppofing him, 
and of the very children of Aaron being in adual rebel- 
lion. Laws are generally made when people have been 
ivell fettled, and they arc founded on many contingencies, 
which arife from the nature of the foil, the trade and pro- 
duce of the country, and the temper, cuftoms, and difpo- 
fitions of the natives and their neighbours. But the laws 
of Mofes were given- in a defart, while the people were ia 
a forlorn ftatc, wandering from place to place, and en- 
countering hunger and thirft, without feeing any ultimate 
of their roving. Thefe prefcripts for a religiou^ polity ^ 
when the people fhould be at fome particular period fet- 
tled at Canaan, of which fetllement human forecaft could' 
not fee the lead probAbility. For what hopes could a 
leader entertain of pofTcfli.ig a country, from which he 
withdrew himfelf, and perfilled in receding for many years ?• 
And when at a time an attempt was made to obtain fomc 
footing, nothing enfued but repulfe and difappointinent. 
Did any lawgiver ever pen diredlions about corn and win e>, 
in a country that was a ftranger to tillage and Cultivation,, 
or talk of tythes and firft fruits, where there was fcarcely a^ 
blade of grafs. ' It may be anfwered, that thefe oi*dinaYi. 
ces were given with a view to Canaan. True, but Mofe» 
was not acquainted with Canaan, and if Providence were 
not his guide, there was little chance of getting even a 
fight of it. He was in the midft of a wildernefs, and fo 
contmued for nearly f orty years. And in this ^lace ko. 
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gave diredlions about their towns and cities, and of the 
iftranger within their gates, while they were in a ftate of 
folitude, under tents, and fo likely to continue. He men- 
tions their vineyards and olives, when they had not an inch 
of ground, and gives direftions about their future kings, 
when they were not conftituted a nation. Thefe good 
things they did at length enjoy, and in procefs of time 
they were under regal government. But how could Mofet 
be apprifed of it ? Was it by infpiration ? If fo he wai 
\indef"the dircdion of an higher power, and his miflion by 
divine authority, which is granting the point in queftidn. 
Add to the articles above mentioned, the various ordinan- 
ces about burnt offerings, peace offerings, and fin offerings, 
alfo concerning offerings of atonement, and of the general 
atonement to be made with blood by the high pricft for all 
the people, the redemption of the firft born, and the ranfom 
which every one was to pay for his own foul. Nor mufl the 
feails and feflivals be omitted, the feaft of the fabbath, of 
penticoft, of the pafFover, the feaft of trumpets, and of the 
new moon, and the feaft of expiation, Alfo the fabbatical 
year, and year of jubilee, the redemption of fervants, and 
ledcmption of lands, and above all the redemption of fouls. 
There- were alfo many other ordinances, to which we 
know of nothing fimilar in Egypt, nor any other country. 
The heart of man could not have devifed them. If, then, 
there was a particular meaning in thofe laws, and a fecret 
alUifion, and tliey were not merely rites of arbitrary infti- 
tution, the fccret purport muft relate to events in the 
womb of time, with which Mofes was not acquainted ; 
or if he was acquainted, the fame conclufion follows ; 
hence, as before, he mull have had the intelligence by in- 
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fpiration, and confequently, what he did was by divine ap- 
pointment. The internal evidence we fee is wonderful, and 
not to be controverted. The only way to get rid of it is to 
fet afide the external, and fay that the whole is a forgery. 
But this is impoffible. The law ftill exifts, and muft have 
had a beginning. It is kept up by people of the fame 
race, as thofe to whom it was firft dehvered, and from 
whom it has been uniformly tranfmitted without any in- 
terruption. The people have now loft their polity, and 
been for ages in a ftate of difperfion. And as there are 
many things, in the books of Mofes, faid concerning both 
them and their forefathers, every thing that was predidled 
has been literally fulfilled; They are probably as numer- 
ous now as they were of old ; but widely difperfed in thc- 
midft of nations, yet feparated from them ; preferved by 
Providence for cfpecial purpofes ; and particularly to af- 
ford atteftation to thofe divine oracles, in which they arc- 
fo fignally pointed out. 

Bryant* s Plagues of Egy^t:^ 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

THE writings of Mofes derive the greateft credit im- 
aginable, not only from the fettled opinion, and conftant 
tradition amongft the Jews, that he was appointed by the 
cxprefs command of God himfelf, to be the leader and 
captain of this people ; but alfo becaufe, as is very evident, 
he did not make his own glory and advantage his princi- 
pal aim ; but he himfelf relates thofe errors of his own, 
vAich he could hvrt concealed, aiid deliviercd the re^^l 

££2 
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and facerdotal dignity to others, permitting his own pof- 
^erity to be reduced only to common Levites. All which 
plainly (how, that he had no occafion to falfify in his hifto- 
ry, as the ftyle of it further evinces,- it being free from 
that varnifti and colour, which ufes to give credit to romaQ- 
ces ; and is veiy natural and eafy, and agreeable to the 
matter of "which it treats. 

Grotius on the Truth of the Chrifi'tan Religion^ 
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SECTION XVIII. 

The Language, Style, and Manner of Writing 
ufed in the Books of the Old and New Tejia- 
ment, proves their Genuinenefs, and Superu 
ority to all Human Compofttions^ 

X HE beauty and fublimity of the 
fcripture language has been acknowledged and applauded 
by authors, who have been juftly celebrated for tafte and 
genius. The great critic Longinus,* in his Treatife on 
the Sublime, quotes, as an inftance of aftonifhing fublim- 
ity, that paffage in Genefis, God /aid let their be lights and 
there <was light. Sir William Jones, who has rendered him- 
felf fo famous by his genius and oriental learning,f declares, 
that " he found all his refearches ftrengthen his belief in 
divine revelation ; and obferves, that the coUeftion of 
trafts, which, from their excellence, are called fcriptures, 
contain, independent of their divine origin, more true fub- 
limity, more exquifite beauty, more morality, more impor- 
tant hiftory, and finer flrains, both of poetry and eloquence, 

* Longinns was a Grecian philofopher and orator. His** Treatife 
•n the Sublime" raifed his reputation to fuch an height, as no critic 
before or after could ever reach. His contemporaries had .fo great 
an opinion of his judgment and tafte, that they appointed him fover- 
eign judge of all authors, and every thing was received or rejedled 
by the public according to his decifion. He was put to deftth by 
Aurelian in 373. See Jones* Biographical Di^ioaary, 
. t See Life of Jones, in Part I. 
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than could be coUeded within the fame compafs from all 
other books that were ever compofed, in any other age v 
or in any other idiom. The two parts of which the fcrip- 
tures confiH, are conne6led by a chain of compofition, 
meaning the prophetic books, which bear no refemblance. 
in form or ftyle, to any other that can be produced, from 
the (lores of Grecian, Perfian, or Arabic learning. The 
antiquity of thofe compofitions no man doubts, and the 
unreilrained application of them to events long fubfequent 
to their publication, is a folid ground of belief, that they- 
are genuine produftions, and confequently infpired.'* 



rHE SUBJECT CONTINUED^ 

IT is faid, that Mr. Burke derived much of the fublim- 
ity and energy of his moft admired public fpeeches from 
his attentive periifal of the facred oracles. He remarks, 
in fpeaking of the power of the Deity, that " the fcripture 
alone can fupply ideas anfwerable to the majefty of this fub- 
jeft. In the fcripture, wherever God is reprefented as ap- 
pearing or fpeaking, every thing terrible in nature is called 
up to heighten the awe and folemnity of the divine prefence. 
The Pfalms and the prophetical books are crowded with 
inftances of this kind. The earth pooh^ fays the Pfalmift, 
the heavens alfo dropped at the prefence of the Lord, And 
what is remarkable, the painting preferves the fame char- 
after, not only when he is fuppofed defcending to take 
vengeance upon the wicked, but even when he' exerts the 
like plenitude of power in afts of beneficence to mankind. 
Xrmlk thou earth ! at the pre/me of the X^ordj at thepref- 
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$nce of the God of yacob ; which turned the rod intojiand^ 
ing watery thejltnt into a fountain of waters. ^^ 

Burke on the Sublime and BeautifuL 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

Mr. ADDISON, who is allowed to excel in a neat and? 
elegant flyle, obferves, that there is a certain coldnefs and 
indifference in the phrafes of our European languages, 
when they are compared with the original forms of fpeech j 
and it happens very luckily, that the Hebrew idioms run 
into the Englifh tongue with a particular grace and beau- 
ty. Our language has received innumerable elegancies 
and improvements from the infufion of Hebraifms, which, 
are derived to it out of poetical pafTages in holy writ. 
They give a force and energy to our exprefiions, warm 
and animate our language, and convey our thoughts ia 
more ardent and.intenfe phrafes, than any that are- to be 
met with in our own tongue. There is fomething fo' pa- 
thetic in this kind of diflion, that it often fets the mind 
into a flame, and makes our hearts burn within us. How 
cold and dull does prayer appear, that is compofed in the 
moft elegant and polite forms of fpeech, which are natu- 
ral to our tongue, when it is not heightened by that fo- 
lemnity of phrafe> which may be drawn from the facred 
writings. It has been faid by fome of the antients,' that 
if the gods were to talk with men, they would certainly 
talk in Plato's flyle ; but 1 think we may fay, with juf- 
tice, that when mortals convcrfe with their Creatotv^^'^- 
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cannot do it in fo proper a ftyle as in tliat of the holf 
fcriptures, 

Addifon^t Evidences. 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.^ 

THE ftyle of the gofpel bears intrinfic evidence of iti 
truth. We find there no appearance of artifice, or of 
party fpirit ; no attempt to exaggerate on the one hand, 
or depreciate on the other ; no remarks thrown out to an- 
ticipate objeAions 5 nothing of that caution which never 
fails to diftinguifh the teftimony of thofe who are con* 
fcious of impofture ; no endeavour to reconcile the read- 
cr's mind to what may be extraorxiinary in the narrative ; 
all is fair, candid, and fimple ; the hiftorians make no re- 
fle£lions of their own, but confine themfelves to matter of 
faft, that is to what ihey heard and faw, and h cneftly re- 
cord their own miflakes and faults, as well as the particu- 
lars of the ftory. 

Jjsalite^s Evidences^ 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

MONSIEUR PASCAL made a great number of 
very particular obfervations on the ftyle of the holy fcrip- 
tures, of the gofpel efpecially. Amongft other things, 
he was wont to admire the native fimplicity ; and if we 
may fo term it^ the coldnefs and unconcernednefs, with 
which our Lord feemed to fpeak of the greateft and mofl. 
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important fubjedls : as, for inftance, of tbe kingdom of 
God, of the glory of the faints in heaven, and of the pains 
of hell ; without dilating upon thefe topics, as the fathers 
and other writers are obferved to do. And, he faid, the 
true reafon of this difference was, that the particulars before 
mentioned, though infinitely noble and fublime in refpe6l 
of us, were by no means fo in refpeA of Jefus Chrift ; and 
that therefore it was natural for him to fpeak of them 
without aftonifhment or admiration ; as we hear a general 
fpeaking of the fiege of fome place of confequence, or of 
his fuccefs in a mighty battle, without being moved or 
afFcdcd ; or as a king exprefTeth him felf with indifference 
^bout a fum of many thoufands, which a private perfon, 
or a mechanic^ could not name without the higheft exag« 
deration. 

JPafcal's Thoushis. 
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SECTION XIX- 

The heroic Fortitude with which the Apojiles 
and Martyrs fuffered the moji cruel Tortures 
and Deaths for the Caufe of Chrijiianity^ af- 
fords an Argument in favour of its Truth. 

I CANNOT omit, fays Mr. Addi- 
foQy that which appears to me a ftanding miracle in the 
three firft centuries ; I mean that amazing and fupematu- 
ral courage or patience, which was fhown by innumerable 
multitudes of martyrs, in thofe flow and painful torments 
which were inflidled on them. Their trials, under the 
moft exquifite and lingering fufFerings, feem to me above 
the ftrength of human nature, and able to overbear duty, 
reafon, faith, conviAion ; nay, and the moft abfolutc cer- 
tainty of a future ftate. Humanity, unbiafed in an ex- 
traordinary manner, muft have (haken off the prefent 
prefTure, and have delivered itfelf out of fuch dreadful 
diftrefs, by any means that could have been fuggefted to 
it. We can eafily imagine, that many perfons in fo good 
a caufe might have laid down their lives at the gibbet, 
the ftake, or the block ; but to expire leifurely among 
the moft exquifite tortures, when they might come out 
[ of them, even by a mental refervation, or an hypocrify, 
which was not without a poffibility of being followed by 
repentance and forgivenefs, has fomething in it fo far be- 
yond the force and ftrength of mortals, that we cannot 
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but think there was fome miraculous power to fupport 
the fufFerer. 

We find the church of Smyrna, in that admirable let- 
ter, which gives an account of the death of Polycarp, 
their beloved biihop, mentioning the cruel torments of 
other early martyrs for chriftianity, are of opinion that 
our Saviour ftood by them in a vifion, and perfenally con- 
▼erfed with them, to give them ftrength and comfort dur- 
ing the bitternefs of their long continued agonies ; and 
we have the ftory of a young man, who, having fufFered 
many tortures, efcaped with life, and told his fellow chrif- 
tians that the pain of them had been rendered tolerable, * 
by the prefence of an angel who ftood by him, and wiped 
off the tears and fweat, which run down his face, whilft he 
lay under his fufferings. We are affured, at leaft, that the 
firft martyr for chriftianity was encouraged in his laft mo- 
ments, by a vifion of that divine perfon, for whom he fuf- 
fered, and into whofe- prefence he was then haftening. 

Let any man calmly lay his hand upon his heart, and 
after reading the terrible conflidls in which the antjent 
martyrs and confeffors were engaged, when they paffed 
through fuch new inventions and varieties of pain, as tired 
their tormentors, and afk himfelf, however zealous and fin- 
cere he is in religion, whether, under fuch lingering 
tortures, he could ftill have held fad hi« integrity, and 
have profcffed his faith to the laft, without a fupernatural 
ailiftance of fome kind or other. For my part, when I 
confider that it was not an unaccountable obftinacy in « 
fingle man, or in any particular fet of men, in fome ex- 
traordinary junfture ; but that there were multitudes of 
each kxp of every age, of different cciintries and condi- 

F F 
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tions, who, for nearly three hundred years together, made 
this glorious confeffion of their faith, in the midft of tor- 
tures, and in the hour of death : I muft conclude, that 
they were either of another make than men are at prcfent, 
or that they had fuch miraculous fupports as were peculiar 
to thofc times of chriftianity, when without them, perhaps 
the very name of it might have been extinguifhed. 

It is certain, that the deaths and fufferings of the primi- 
tive chriftians had a great (hare in the converfion of thofie 
learned pagans, who lived in the ages of perfecution, 
which, with fome intervals and abatements, lafted nearly 
three hundred years after our Saviour. Juftin Martyr^ 
Tertullian, Lad an tins, Arnobius, and others, tell us, that 
this fird of all alarmed their curiodty, roufed their atten* 
tion, and made them ferioufly inquifitive into the nature 
of that religion, which could endue the mind with fo much 
ftrength, and overcome the fear of death, nay, raife an 
earned defire of it, though it appeared in all its tcrrours. 
This they found had not been effeded by all the dodrines 
of thofe philofophers, whom they had thoroughly f^idied, 
and who had been labouring at this great point.' The 
fight of thefc dying and tormented martyrs, engaged them 
to fearch into the hiftory and doArines of him for whom 
they fuffered. The more they fearched, the more they 
were convinced ; till their convidlion grew fo ftrong, that 
they themfelves embraced the fame truths, and either ac- 
tually laid down their lives, or were in readinefs to do it, 
rxther than depart from them. 

^ddlfon's Evidences of the Chrjfiian Reli^hu, 
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THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

THE apoftles themfelves declare, that their mafter an- 
nounced to thezn, that they would be perfecuted in 
preaching his law ; and that they had nothing to exped^ 
from men but injuries and death. See John xv. xvi. &c. 

Could the apoftles have invented a predi6^ion, which, if 
it had not been accomplifhed, would have deftroyed all 
their doctrine ; and which could not be accomplifhed, but 
by their being conftantly perfecuted, injured, and at length 
led to torments and an ignominious death ? They perfe- 
vered in their belief, although it adually drew upon them 
the moft horrid perfecutions ; and to fupport, and propa- 
gate it, they fufFered joyfully tortures and death ; and at 
the fame time implored Heaven for thofe who deprived 
them of Ufe. It is therefore impoflible to rationally be- 
lieve, that they could be deceived ; or that they wiftied 
to deceive ; and this one point granted, it is impolTible to 
doubt of the truths, wliich religion teaches us. 

Genlis on Religion* 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

Mr. BONNET, fpeaking of the chriftians of the firft 
centuries, obferves, that they increafed in the midft of the 
moft horrid perfecutions. Yet, fays he, it is not this 
natural effeft of perfecution which engages my attention, 
fo much as this new fpecies of martyrs. Violent contra- 
didions may irritate and exalt the foul. But thefe thou- 
fands of martyrs, who expire in the moft cruel tortures^ 
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are not martyrs of opinion ; they die vdiuntarily to atteft 
fads. I know there have been martyrs to opinion. Such 
have exilled almoft in every age, in every country. There 
are even now fome unhappy regions where the wildeft fu« 
perdition tyrannizes ; but the difciples of the Meffiah are 
the only pcrfons, whom 1 ever heard had given up their 
lives for the atteflation of fa£l8. 

I ftill farther obferve, that thofe who die fo tourage- 
oufly in fupport of thefe fads, are not attached to their 
belief, either by birth, education, authority, or any tem- 
poral intereft. On the contrary, this belief (hocks every^ 
principle they had received from birth, education, or au- 
thority, and affcds ftill more their temporal intereiL 
There is nothing, then, but tjie ftrongeil convidion of the 
certainty of the fads, that can furnifh me with an ade- 
quate caufe for fuch unexampled fortitude, in voluntarily 
fubmitting to torments, and frequently to a moft cruel 
death. 

Bonrufs Inquiries* 
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S E C T I O N XX. 

The General Chara6lers of the Oppofers of 
Chrijiianity afford an Argument in Favour of 
its Truth. 

jLxS all moral truth is fairly tried 
by its influence on mankind, nothing c^n be more forcibly 
contraded than the tendency of the doArines of the fcrip- 
tures^and that of infidel philofbphy, and nothing can more 
forcibly illuftrate this contrail than the oppoGte lives of 
chriftians and infidels. The early chriftians, in general, 
even as reprefented by many of their moil refpcdlable en- 
emies, had no parallel in the annah of infidelity."* »^ As 
the benign effeds of rehgon are apparent in the lives of 
its fincere proftfTors, the pernicious influence of deiftical 
principles is obvious, from the condud of thofe who have 
embraced them.f For, if we examine the pages of biog- 
raphy, we find that the moft celebrated infidels have, in 
general, been immoral. And we have a flriking inftance 
of the fatal tendency of infidel philofophy, in the horrid 
cruelties recently perpetrated in France. Robcfpierre and 

* "^bould the Hves of thofe eminent laymen, who are mentioned 
in the firft part of this work, b« contrafted with thofe of Shaftefbury, 
Hobbs, Bolingbroke, Voltaire, Roufleau,^ and others of the moft cele- 
brated infidels, how greatly would the advantage be on the fide of 
the former. 

f See Dr. Dwight's excellent Difcourfes on the Nature and Daar 
%ti of Infidel Philofophy, 

Fra 
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his accomplices were the cnthufiaftic difciples of Voltaire» 
Diderot, and other champions of infidehty, and coaCe- 
quently the declared enemies of the chrillian religion. 

Monfieur Pafcal, fpeaking of infidels, makes the follow- 
ing remaiks. He who doubts, and yet fceks not to be 
rcfolved» is equally unhappy and unjuft. But if, withaU 
he appears eafy and compofed ; if he freely declares his 
indifference ; nay, if he takes a vanity in profeffing it, 
and feems to make this mod deplorable condition the fub- 
je£i of His pleafurc and joy, I have not words to fix a name 
on fo extravagant a creature. 

In earnett, it is a glory to religion to have fo unreafon- 
able men for its profeffed enemies ; and their oppofition is 
of fo little danger, that it ferves to illuilrate the principal 
truths which our religion teaches. For the main fcope 
of chriftian faith is to eftablifh thefe two principles, the 
corruption of human nature, and the redemption by Je- 
fus Chrift. And thefe oppofers , if they are of no ufc 
towards demonftrating the truth of the redemption, by 
the fandlity of their lives, yet are, at leafl, admirably ufe- 
ful in {hewing the corruption of nature, by fo unnatural 
fentimcnts and fuggeftions. 

Nothing is fo important to man as his own eftate and 
condition ; nothing fo great, fo amazing, as eternity. 
If therfore we find perfons indifferent to the lofs of their 
being, and to the danger of endlefs mifery, it is impolfiblc 
that this temper fhould be natural. They are quite oth- 
er men in all other refpefts ; they feel the fmalleft incon- 
veniences ; they fee them as they approach, and feel them 
as they arrive ; and he who paffeth days and nights in 
chagrin or defpair, for the lofs of employment, or for 
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fdme imaginary blemifh in his Honour, is the Jame mortal 
who knows that he mudlofeall by death', and yet remains 
without difquiet, refentment, or emotion. This wonder^, 
fotinfeniibility with refpedl to things of the mod fatal con- 
fequence, in a heart fo nicely fenfible of the meaned trifles^ 
is an aftonifhing prodigy, an unintelligible inchantment, a 
fupernatural blindnefs and infatuation. 

A man in a clofe dungeon, who knows not whether 
(entence of death is pafled upon him, who is allowed but 
one hour's fpace to inform himfelf concerning it, and that 
one hour is fufhcient, in cafe it have pafled, to obtain its 
rcverfe, would adl contrary to nature and fenfe, (hould he 
make ufe of this Hour not to obtaiii information, but to 
purfue his vanity or fport. Yet fuch is the condition of 
the perfons whom we are now defcribing, only with this 
difference, that the evils with which they are every mo- 
ment threatened do infinitely furpafs the bare lofs of life, 
and that tranfient punifhment which the prifoner is fup* 
pofed to apprehend. Yet they run thoughtlefs upon the 
precipice, having only caft a veil over their eyes, to hinder 
them from difcerniiig it, and divert themfelves wkh the of^ 
ficioufnefs of fuch as charitably warn them of their danger. 

Thus not the zeal only of thofe who heartily feek Grod 
demonftrates the truth of religion, but like wife the blind- 
nefs ofthofe who utterly forbear to feek him, and who 
pafs their days under fo horrible a negl'edl. There muft 
needs be a ftrange turn and revolution in human nature, 
before meh can fubmit to fiich a condition ; much more 
before they can have obtained an abfolute certainty, that 
there .was no fear after death, but of falling into nothing, 
•ught not this to be the fubjeft rather of defpaic tKa5s.<^ 
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jollity ? And is not therefore the higheil pitch of fenfe 
Icfs extravagance, while we want this certainty, to glory 
in our doubt and diftruft ? 

PaJcaPt Theugbu. 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

THE late learned and ingenious George Adams,* in hit 
•' Leftures on Natural and Experimental Philofophy/' 
informs us in his introduction, that the plan of this work 
firft occurred to him when he was in France and Switzer- 
land, an eye witnefs to the zeal and induftry with which 
principles were there propagated under the veil of philof- 
ophy, that are fubverfive of all order and religion* 

It is evident, fays he, from the works of thefe pretenderft 
to philofophy, that they inveftigated nature only with a 
view to darken the mind, and prevent mankmd from con- 
fidering any thing as real but what the hand could grafp, 
or the coporeal eye perceive. For you find them con- 
tinually embracing every opportunity to ridicule our be- 
lief in Mofes and the prophtts, and cenfuring us for ad- 
mitting the evidences, or believing the truths of revela- 
tion ; though it is a revelation which juftifies itfelf from 
the creation of the world^ which declares every truth 
that a wife man would wifh ta hear-; though it is fup- 
ported by divine authority, and confirmed by all the af- 
furances that human teftimonv can afford, or the rational 
mind require. 

♦A celebrated aftronomcr and mathematician, who has eminently 
diflinguiihed himfelf in the literary worl4 by his ingenieus publico- 
tloas* JrU died 1 79 j, 
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Alarmed at what I faw, and what I read, it appeared 
to me of the utmoft importance to contrive means effe6tu- 
allf to repel notions fo pernicious to mankind, and fo re- 
pugnant to truth. I conceived, that the heft method of 
defeating their deftruAive p Jrpofes, and depriving them 
of their baneful influence, would be by (hewing, that they 
were neither friends to philofophy, nor had any right to 
the title of philofophers ; that this end would be aufwer** 
ed by exhibiting a fyftem of philofophy^ which (hould 
point out their errours, and (hew that no operation in na- 
ture would authorize the conclufions that they had aN 
tempted to deduce ; that phyfics, properly underftood*, 
would ever go hand in hand with religion ; and all it* 
branches converge in God, the centre of aH truth, the 
fource f£ att perfcftion. 

This ingenious author obferves in his Lectures, that, if 
we inquire into the charafkers of the moft noted infidels, 
we fhall find them to have been men who exceeded their 
fellow creatures in nothing but arrogance and prefump- 
tion, and that infidelity, in general, is founded on an im- 
plicit faith in the writings and opinions of m^n of wan- 
ton and fenfuai minds. Yet thcfe are the men who call 
our faith mean, and fubmiffion to revelation flavery, 
though yielded only to the higheft evidence oa matters of 
the greateft moment. 

Thefe men are very forward to t«U you precifely vjrhat 
God can or cannot do, he cannot work a miracle, cannot 
give a revelation, cannot guide the motions' of a free agents 
nor make fuch a>one impeccable, nor annex rewards to the 
s^ent of the mind, nor, &c. &c. For all thefe are con- 
trary to the nature of things. If you aik what thingt. 
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but not between all ; we fee a part, but not tbe whole $ 
we fee fome attributes and modes of things, but we do not 
fee their intimate effence. Nature abounds in myfteries^ 
of which we may have a certain knowledge, but no clear 
conception ; fome are too large for imagination to giafp, 
fome too minute for it to difcenf^ others too obfciire to be 
feen diftindly, and others, though plainly difcernible in 
themfelves, yet remain inexplicable in the manner of pro- 
dlu^on, or appear incompatible with one another. 

Adatnt^ PMofophkci LeSures. 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

LEST it fhould be obje6ked, that the foregoing out- 
lines of deiftical charafters are draWn by their profefled 
enemies, the following ftriking dcfcription of the infidel 
philofopbers, and their partizans, is extradled from the 
writings of the celebrated Roufleau, and is the more re- 
markable, as he himfelf was one of the moft dillinguifhed 
chiefs of that philofophy, which he fo pointedly condemns, 

Thefe philofopbers, fays he, are haughty, affirmative, 
and dogmatical ; pretending to know every thing, and 
proving nothing ; laughing at each other -; and this com- 
mon point appears to me to be the only one in which they 
are all right. Truth, fay they, is never prejudicial to 
men ; I believe fo too ; and this is, in my opinion, a great ^ 
proof that what they teach is not the t*uth. One of the 
moft familiar fophifms of the philofophical party is, to op- 
pofe a people of fuppofed good philofophers, to a peo- 
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pie who are bad chriftians ; as if a people of true phl« 
lofophers were more eafy to make than a people of true 
chriftians. It remains to be known, if philofophy^ at eafe 
and upon the throne, would reftrain the vain glory, inter- 
eft* ambition^ and little pailions of man ; and if it would 
pra£tice well that lenient humanity which it extols with 
the pen. By thefe principles, philofophy can do nothing 
good, which religion does not do ftill better ; and relig- 
ion does many good things which philofophy cannot do. 
Crimes committed among the clergy, as well as elfewhcre, 
prove not that religion is ufelefs, but that very few people 
have any. The folid authority of modern governments) 
and lefs frequent revolutions, are inconteftibly due to chrif- 
tianity ; it has rendered governments themfelves lefs fan- 
guinary ; this is proved by fadis, on conoparing them with 
antient governments. Religion, better underftood, exclud- 
ing fanaticifm,ha8 given more mildnefs to chriftian manners. 
This change is not the work of letters ; for wherever they 
have flourifhed^ humanity has not been more refpeded on 
their account ; of which the cruelties of the Athenians, of 
the Egyptians, of the Roman emperours, and of the Chi- 
nefe, are fo many proofs. What ads of clemency are the 
works of the gofpel. AVere philofophers in a fituation to 
difcover truth, who among them would intereft himfclf 
in its behalf ? Each of them well knows that his fyftem is 
not better founded than thafe of others ; but he fupports 
it becaufe it is his. There is not one of them, who, hav- 
ing found truth and falfchood, would not prefer the lie 
he had adopted, to truth difcovered by another. Where 
is the philofopher, who, for his own glory, would not de- 
ceive mankind. The efTential point is to th\v\kd\£«i^^ 
Gg 
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from otlicrs. With believers he is an atkdft 5 with athc- 
ifts he would be a believer* 

Avoid thofe who, under the pretence of explaining na- 
ture, fow defolating dodrines in the hearts of men ; and 
whofe apparent fcepticifm is an hundred times more affir- 
mative and dogmatical than the decided tone of their ad« 
vcrfaries. Under the haughty pretence, that they only 
are enlightened, true, and fincere, theyimperioufly fubjeft 
us to their oppofite decifions, and pretend to give us, for 
real principles of things, the unintelligible fyftems of their 
own imaginations. Moreover, by overturning, deftroy- 
ing, and treadin||r uiider foot, every thing refpeded by 
men, they deprive the afflided of the laft confolation of 
their mifery, and take from the rich and powerful the on- 
ly bridle pf their paflio ns ; they fnatch from the heart 
both the remorfe of crime and hope of virtue ; and ftill 
boait of being the benefa&ors of mankind. 

Roujf^au^s Worh, 
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SECTION XXI. 

An Argument in Favour of Chrijiianity^ from 
its Tendency to promote Science and Ufeful 
Learning. 



Mr. 



ADDISON remarks, that 
it happened very providentially to the honour of the ch^rif- 
tian religion, that it did not take its rife in the dark and 
illiterate ages of the world, but at a time when arts and 
fciences were at their height, and when there were men 
who made it the bufinefs • of their lives to fearch after 
truth, and fift the feveral opiqions of philofophers and 
wife men, concerning the duty, the end, and chief happi- 
nefs of reafonable creatures. 

The late celebrated George Adams obferves, that it is 
obvious at this day, that arts and learning flourifh in the 
highefl degree, in thofe countries only, which are enlight- 
ened by chriflianity.* Religion is undoubtedly the fun 
that gives light to the mind ; the vital fpirit that ani- 
mates the human underftanding to its higheft achieve- 
ments i though many have been indebted to it, without 
being fenfible of their obligations, or without confefling 

• The end of learning is to repair the ruins of our firft parents, by 
regaining to know God aright, and out of that knowledge to love 
him, to imitate him, to be like him, as we may be the neareil by 
poflclling our fouls of true virtue, which being united to the heaven- 
ly grace of bkh. makes up the higheft perfbdion.— *»»Mii<t«k. 
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it ; and others have turned againft it that light which 
they borrowed of itfelf. 

Dr. Ru/h* obfervesy that the fublime and yarious ob- 
je6U of religion are calculated to expand the Vuman in« 
tellefb to their utmoft limits, and impart to them a £i. 
cility of adion ; we read that the face of Mofes (hone 
when he defccnded from convjeriing with his Maker upon 
mount Sinai. ^ The contemplation of the ^vine charac- 
ter and perfedions is calculated to produce a fimilar 
fplendour in the human mind. 

Ad£fofCs Evidences, -^Adams^ LeSures en PhUofo' 
phy. — Ru/b^s InfroduQory LeSuret. 



* ProfdTor of the Inftitutes of Medicine, and of Clinical Pradice 
Ml the Univ^ty of Peniifylvania ; and a writer of great difUn^oa 
•n medical fubjedU. The intrepidity and benevolence whidi he 
difplayed during the feveral feafons in which peftil«ncc has prevailed 
:» Philadelphia, defervc the highell culogium. 
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SECTION XXII. 

Tejlimonies of Pagan Authors to the Truth of 
the Hiftoric Fails recorded in the Scriptures. 

JL RQFANE faiftotiand, who menw 
f ion Mofes and his chara6ler, feem to be in part acquaint- 
ed with his education, his military exploits, and his mira« 
cles, efpecially thofe plagues he brought on Egypt, and 
confider him as a famous magician^ He is univerfally 
eonfidered by heathen authors as a great lawgiver, as is 
teftified by Diodorus Siculus, who fays, that Mofes re- 
ceived his laws from the God Jao, meaning Jehovah, 
which fignlfies exiftence. His fine form and confummate 
wifdom are mentioned by Trogus Pompeius, and he takes 
notice of Mofes' fuccefs againft the Ethiopians, who had 
invaded the territories of Pharaoh. Trogus wag the firft 
of the Latin hiflorians, and attributes the profperous and 
flourifhing circumdances of the Jewifh date to a mixture 
of juftice with religion in their government. He gives a 
high charader. of Jofeph, and mentions his being fold by 
his brethren to foreign merchants through envy, who car- 
ried him into Egypt, where he foon became dear to the 
king. That Jofeph was the firft who underftood the in- 
terpretation of dreams, and foretold a f^ine many years 
before it happened, and preferved Egypt, by advifing the 
King to provide (tores of corn againft the time of need v 
u^ that there had been fo much experience of the traiK- 

Gg ar 
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of his anfwers, that they feem to be giiren rather hj God 
than man. 

Diodorut and Herodotus take notice of the terrible 
fcourges brought on the Egyptians by Mofes. The for« 
mer, who lived in the time of Julius and Auguftus Csefary 
and wrote the hiftories of Egypt^ Ferfia, Syria, &c. alfo 
mentions, that the Trogloditics, the indigenous inhabit* 
ants of the place, where Mofes croffed the Red Sea, had 
a tradition from facher to fon, from their very early and 
remote ages, that pnce a diviiion of the fea did happen 
there ; and after leaving the bottom foine time, the fea 
again returned, and raged with great fury. This is the 
teilimony of a heathen hiilonan,<not writing on the fubjeft 
of revelation, but merely fpeaking of the country, the 
hiftory of whichhe was writing, and recording the knowl* 
edge he had obtained of the natives. 

Grotiuson the Truth of the Chriftlan ReUgion.--^ 
Boudinot^s Age of Revelation. 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

PROFANE hiftory abundantly tcftifies that there was 
fuch a perfon as Jtfus Chrift* It records the tranfadions 
of his life, and many diftinguifliing traits of his chara6ter. 
The appearance of a wonderful ftar at Chrift's nativity is 
mentioned by Pliny, in his natural hiftory, under the name 
of a bright comet. Dion, in his life of O^lavius Caefar, 
mentions the murder of the babes of Bethlehem ; and 
Macrobius, another hiftorian of early date, and a heathen, 
fays that Herod the king ordered to be flain in Syria, by 
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wUchthe Romans oftev meaa Judea, fome children that 
were tinder two years old, among whom he included his 
own fon. Celfus* rehtesy that our Saviour had been int» 
Egypt. Celfus, alfo, with Julian, Porphyry ,f and Hiero- 
cles, all mortal enemies to chriftianity, acknowledge that 
Chrift wrought miracles, out of the ordinary courfe of na- 
tUKjt^bttHS^ they afcribe them to the power of magic 

Pfilegen, who lived in the fecond century, attefts, that 
our Saviour foretold many events, which took place ac« 
cording to his predi6lions ; and that when he was cruci- 
fied, there was a preternatural darknefs, and a great earth* 
quake. Juftin Martyr aflerts, that Pontius Bilate, in a 
letter to his fovereign, gave an account of this event ; and 
the extraordinary circumftances which attended it. An- 
other profane hiftorian, who lived feventy years after the 
crucifixion of Chrift, fays, Chrift was worfhipped as a ' 
God among chriftians ; that they would rather fuffer 
death than blafpheme him ; that they received a facra« 
ment, and by it entered into a vow of abftaining from all 
fin and wickednefs. 

AddifotCt Evidences. 

* Celfus was a virulent enemy to chriiUanity, wha lived in the 
Cecond century. He produces many pafi&ges out of the gofpels, and 
though he meations thefe things only with a defign to ridicule them, 
they fumifli us with an inconteftible proof that the gofpels were then 
extant. 

f Porphyry was a famous heathen philofopher, who Hved in the 
third century, and wrote againft the chriilian religion. He aflerted, 
that our Saviour had the powet of curing the poflefled with devik^ 
and deilroying their dominion wherever he came. 
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SECTION XXIII. 

Tejiimmies ofjewijh Writers refpeiling Cbri/fy 
and the DeJiru£lion of their Temple and 
Worjhip according to bis Predictions. 

1 HAT Jefus Chrift was crucifi- 
cd and ndfed from the dead, is a fa^ acknowledged by 
Jofephusy the famous Jewifh hiftorian, who was never 
thought to be friendly to the chrifiians. Speaking of 
Chrifty he fays, << He was feen alike again, the third day 
after his crucifixion, as had been foretold by feveral 
prophets.* 

Both Jewifh and heathen writers relate the deftruftion 
of the Jewifh nation, according to Ckrift's predidion. 
Maimonides, a Jewifh writer, fays, that Turnus, captain 
of the army of Titus, did with a ploughfhare, tear up the 
foundations of the temple. And then was fulfilled an an- 
tient prophecy, " Therefore fhall Zion for your fake be 
ploughed as a field, and Jerufalem become heaps, and the 
mountain of the houfe as the high places of the foreft." 
Micah iii. 12. 

H. Taylor in Ben Mordecai, fpeaks the language of 
many a Jewifh convert to the gofpcl, when he fays that 
among the many proofs of the truth of the chriflian relig* 
ion, the evidence which arifes from the perpetual corref- 
pondcnce between the two revelations, is not the Icaft j the 

•Vol III. book 17. p. 131. 
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one of which is a plain counter part to the other* One^ 
the feal or type ; the other, the imprellion or antitypci an* 
fwering to it in a thoufand particulars. But this internal 
proof will not be apprehended in its full force, by thofe who 
are not fatisfied of the divine original of both. But when 
the divinity of them is once acknowledged, there appears in 
almoft every chapter of the New Teftament, fomc hint, re- 
ference, or dodlrine, which either explains, or fulfils, or far- 
ther continues, or confirms the fame fcheme of Providence, 
which we learn from our own fcriptures, in a confiftcnt, in» 
tclligible> and very extraordinary manner. 
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SECTION XXIV. 

Tejiimony of Deijiical Writers to the Di/iingui/h^ 
ing Excellence of Chriftianity. 

JVLeN of g€nitt8 and learning, 
who haye unfortunately embraced the pernicious fyftem 
of infidelity! have, in general, acknowledged the fuperiour 
morality which chriftianity inculcates. Among others, 
the celebrated Rouffeaui whofe originality of genius, and 
ftriking manner of expreffion, have been fo juftly admired, 
has pafled the higheft eulogy on the excellence of the 
gofpel, and the chara6ler of its divine founder, in the fol- 
lowing remarks, which are extra&ed from his writings. 

Oiy ruK GOSPEL. 

This divine book, the only one neceffary to a chriftian, 
and the moft ufeful of all to thofe who are not, only re- 
quires being meditated, to infpire the foul with love to its 
author, and a defire to accomplifh his precepts. Never 
did virtue fpeak in more perfuafive language 1 Never did 
the moft perfed wifdom explain itfelf with fo much energy 
and fimplicity ! It is impoflible to read vdthout feeUng 
ourfelves the better for the perufal. The majefty of the 
language furprifes me ; the holinefs of the gofpel fpeaks 
to my heart. Obferve the books of the philofophers, 
with all their pomp, how infignificant do they appear, in 
comparifon with this ? Is it poflible that a book, which 
is at once fo wife and fubiime, (hould be the work of 
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man i Is it poffible that he whofe hidory it contains^ 
(hould himfelf be a mere man ? is the ilyle that of an en- 
thufiaft) or an ambitious fedary ? What fweetnefs, 
what purity of morals ! What affeding, graces in his in* 
ftnldions ! What elevation in his maxims ! What pro- 
found wifdom in his difcourfes ! What prefence of mind» 
what ingen^aity and juilice in his replies ! What command 
of his paffions ! Where is the man, where is the philofo- 
pher, who could a^^, fuf&f, anddie without weaknefs, and 
without oftentation ? WMen Plato drew the chara6ier of . 
his imaginary juft man, overwhelmed with all the ignominy 
of vice, and entitled to all the rewards of virtue, he paint- 
cd every trait of our faviour Jefus Chrift. The rcfem- 
blance was fo ftriking that all the fathers felt it, it was 
impoflible to be deceived by it. 

How prejudiced, how blind muft he be, who could 
dare to compare the fon of Sophronius with the fon of 
Mary. What a difference between them. Socrates, 
dying without forrow, without reproach, eafily fuftained 
his charader to the end, and if his eafy death had not re- 
•''fledled credit on his life, it is dubious whether Socrates, 
with all his intelligence, was better than a fophifl. He 
devifed, they fay, a fcheme of morality ; others, befors 
him, had put it in practice. He only faid what they 
had performed. He only compofed precepts from their 
example. Ariftides was juft before Socrates defcribed 
juflice. Leonides died for his country, before Socrates 
made patriotifm a virtue. The Spartans were fober be- 
fore Socrates praifed fobriety ; and before he applauded 
virtue, Greece abounded with virtuous men. But from 
whence among his people did Jefu* dxvw \\\^ Twatiii\v*\ ^'^ 
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pure and elevatedi of which he alone gave the precept 
and example ? In the centre of the mod furious ^Etnati* 
dfm, meaning Judea» did he make the voice of the mod 
exalted wifdom heard, and the fimplicity of the moft he- 
roic virtues honoured the loweft of all the people. The 
death of Socrates, quietl/ moralizing among his friends, 
is the eafieft that could be deiired ; that of Jefus, expiring 
in torments, injured, infulted, and curfedby a whole peo- 
ple, the moft terrible that could be dreaded. Socrates, 
taking the poifoned cup, blefles thofe who prefented it 
to him weeping. Jefus, in the anguifh of his torments, 
prays for his exafperated tormentors. If the life and 
death of Socrates fpeak a philofopher, the life and death 
of Jefus mark a God. It has been argued, that the hif- 
tory of the gofpel was a defigning invention. It is not 
thus that people invent; and the adions of Socrates, 
which were never difputed, were lefs powerfully attefted 
than thofe of Jefus Chrift. Upon the whole, it is raifing 
difficulties without deftroying the fad. It is much more 
incredible, that many men fhouH have agreed together 
to form the book, than that one alone fupplied the fubjeft. 
-Never have we met, in any Jewifh writers, fuch a ftyle, 
fuch a moral ; and in the gofpeU the chara6lers of truth 
are fo great and ftriking, that the inventor would be more 
wonderful than even the hero. 

The principles of chriftianity form an univcrfal religion, 
which has nothing exclufive, nothing local, nothing that 
is more adapted to one people than another. The divine 
author, embracing equally all men in his boundlcfa chari- 
ty, came to remove the barrier between nation and nation, 
and to reunite the human race in one community of 
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brethreiu Ads, x. 5. 35. Such is the true fpirit of the 
gofpeh 

I know not why the fine morality of our books fhould 
be afcribed to the progrefa of philofophy ; the morality 
drawn from the gofpel was chriftian before it was philo- 
fophical. The precepts of Plato were frequently very 
fublime, but how erroneous are they/ometimes, and how 
far do not thofe errours extend. As to Cicero, it is pofli- 
ble to believe that without Plato he would have devifcd 
his ofiBces. The gofpel alone, with refped to the moral, 
is always furc, always true, and always like itfelf. 

Beauties of Roujfeau. 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

FREDERICK III. king of Pruflia, freely owns the 
purity and excellence of the morality of Chrift, and the 
amiable cenour of his whole doArine ; but he infifts that 
his 'religion has undergone the fate of all fublunary things, 
find has been corrupted. Hence he makes the following 
remarks on the " Syftem of Nature,** a celebrated dcifti- 
cal performance. 

But let us proceed to the article, which relates to re- 
ligion. We may accufe the author of poverty of under- 
ftaiiding, and efpecially of ill addrefs, becaufe he calumni- 
ates the chriftian religion, by imputing to it faults which 
it has not. How can he fay with truth, that this religion 
is the caufe of all the miferies of the hwman lace. To 
cxprefa himfclf wich jdftice, he might h^we faid fimply, 
that the ambition and intereft of , n\a.w V\a4. 1^vl^\ ^:«v 'Cc^^ 

H H 



S74 EXCELLENCE OF THE t 

pretext of this religion to trouble the world and gratify 
their paiHons. What is there upon honour to difapprove 
in the morality contained in the decalogue ? 'If thefb 
was in the gofpel, only this finglc precept, <* Therefore 
all things i whatfoeveryou ni)ould thai men Jhould do to yon^ 
do you even fo to them^^ we (hould be obliged to ac- 
knowledge that thefe few words contain the quinteflence 
of all morality; and were not the fofgivenefs of injuries^ 
charity, and humanity, preached by Jefus in his excellent 
fermon on the mountain \ He (hould not have confound- 
ed the law with the abufe ; things written with things 
that are prafticed ; the genuine chriftian morals with thofe 
which the priefts have degraded. How then can he 
charge the chriftian religion itfelf with being the caufe of 
depravation of morals ? But the author might accufe the 
ccclefiaftics with fubflltuting faith to the virtues of focie- 
ty, external ceremonies to good works, frivolous expia- 
tions to the remorfe of confcience, the indulgcncies which 
taey fell, to the neceffity of reformation. He might re- 
proach them, with abfolving from oaths, of conftraining 
and tyrannizing confcieiices. Thefe criminal abufcs de* 
ferve that we fliould oppofe fuch as introduce, as well as 
t hole who authorize them. 

Pofihumous Works of Frederick IIL King of PruffU. 



rHE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

It is related, that one day Mr. Beauzet, a member of 
/ire French, academy, went to fee Diderot, one of the 
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champions of infidelity^ and found him explaining a chap- 
ter of the gofpcl to his daughter, as feriouilyy and with 
the concern of the moil chriftian parent ; Mr. Beauzet 
exprelTed his furprife. " I tmderftand you,'* faid Dide- 
rot, " but in truth where could I find, or what better lef- 
fon could I give her ?" 

BarruePs Hiftory of jfacohlnifm. 
D* Alembert, another French infidel, fpeaks refpeftful* 
ly of Jefus Chrift, defcribes him as a philofopher and re- 
former 5 the foe of fuperftition and perfecution ; one who 
taught benevolence and juftice ; and who reduced all law 
to the love of our neighbour, and the adoration of God 
in fpirit and truth. Such, he fays, was the primitive ftate 
of chriftianity, which is now fadly debafed. He gives it 
as his decided opinion, that reducing it to its primitive 
ilate, would be rendering eflential fervice to mankind. 

Lord Bolingbroke, a celebrated Engliih deift, obfcrves, 
that, fuppofing chriftianity to have been an human in- 
tention, it has been the moft amiable invention that ever 
was impofed on mankind for their good ; that chrifliani- * 
ty, as it came out of the band of God, was a roo^ fimple 
. and intelligible mode of belief, worfbip, and manners ; 
and that the gofpel is in all cafes one continual leffon of 
the ftrifteft morahty, of juftice, of benevolence, and of 
vniverfal charity. Bolinghrok^s Works. 

Gibbon, the celebrated deiftical hiftorian, has obr 
ferved, that <* the chriftian religion contains a pure, be- 
nevolent, and univerfal fyftem of ethics, adapted to every 
iuty, and every condition in life.*' 

Htflory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Em^lrc^ 
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SECTION XXV. 

The Hijlorical Evidences for the Genuinenejs^ 

Truths and Divine Authority of the Scrip- 

ttiresj do not Diminifhfrom Age to Age^ hut 

it may he prcfumed that they rather Increq/i. 

It is fometimes alleged at an in- 
fiireft objeftion to the chriftian religion, that the evidence 
for fads done in former times diminiflies with the diftance 
of time and place, and confcquently that the evidence of the 
truth of chriftianity will be fo inconfiderable as not to claim 
•ur affent, even allowing that it does fo now. To this 
I anfwer, 

Firjiy That printing has fo far fecured all confiderable 
inonumcnts of antiquity, as that no ordinary calamities of 
ware, diflblutfons of governments, &c. can deftroy any ma- 
Krial evidence now in being ; or reader it lefs probable 
in any difcernible degree, to thofe who fhould live five 
hundred or a thoufand years hence. 

Secondly^ As many new evidences and coincidences have 
been difcovcred in favour of the Jewifh and chriftian hif- 
torics, (incc the three great concurring events of printing, 
the reformation of religion in thefe weftern parts, and in 
the rcftoration of letters, as in fome meafure to make up 
for the evidence loft in the preceding times, and fince the 
improvement in the hiftorical evidence is likely to coBtta« 
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uc, there is reafon to hope that they will grow every day 
more and more irrefiftible to all candid inquirers.* 

Thirdly^ That it is our bufmefa to weigh carefully the 
evidence which appears at prefent, leaving the care of fu- 
ture ages to Providence 3 and that the prophetical eviden- 
ces are manifeftly of an increafing nature. 

Hartley on the Chrtfitan Religion. 

* A late writer obferves, that, ** As the lafl century is remarkable 
for having fturniihcd an unprecedented nitmber of attacks on reveal- 
ed reli£;ion, through the medium of fcience, fo it is no lefs remarkable 
for having difcovered much fupport to revelation, from the inquiries 
of philofophers, and the obfervations of travellers. Many of the dif- 
coveries made in mechanical and chemical philofophy, during this pe- 
riod, have ferved to illucidate and confirm various parts of the ohrif- 
lian fcriptures. Every fober and well direded inquiry into the nat- 
vral hiftory of man, abd of the globe we inhabit, has been found 
to corroborate the Mofaic account of the creation, the fall, the deluge, 
the difperfion, and other important events recorded in the facred vol- 
ume. To which we may add, that the reports of voyagers and trav- 
ellers have no leis remarkably ferved to eluftrate the facred records, 
and to confirm the faith of chrlftians. Never was there a period of 
the fame extent, in which fo much in favour of revelation were drawn 
from the inquiries of philofophy, as that of the eighteenth century ; 
nor was it ever rendered fo apparent, that the information and the 
dodrines contained in the facred volume, perfedly harmonise with 
the moft authentic difcoveries, and the foundeft principles of fcience.** 
Millers' Reif^fpeSt of the Eighteenth Century^ 
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ERRATA^ 



In page 764 the reference to the fecond note (honid be plaC- 
cd at the end of the fentence, ** He ordered his profane and 
indelicate writings to be burnt.** 

P. 7S iot firmer^ read Sa'uioury and for this^ read thy. 

P. 80, for lUeriliy^ rea d liberally^ 

P. 307, for he^ ready^^. 
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